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CHARTER

FROM THE

LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETIS,

BY a new Charter, accepted and adopted June 17,
1872, the name of the Association was changed to
the © Standish Monument Association,” and a meet-
ing held at Duxbury on that day, at 10 o’clock,
A.M., was duly organized, and the following officers

were elected ; —

Present. — Gen. Horace Binney Sargent. _
. Apvisory PresipENTs. — His Excellency Marshall Jewell, Con-
necticut ; Hon. James A. Weston, New Hampshire ; Hon. Robert
C. Winthrop, Massachusetts ; Gen. Joshua L. Chamberlain, Maine ;
Rev. Dr. George Putnam, Massachusetts ; Hon. Alexander H. Rice,
Boston ; Dr. Gréorge B. Loring, Salem; Hon. John H. Clifford,
Massachusetts ; Gen. A. E. Burnside, Rhode Island; Hon. Na-
thaniel B. Shurtleff, Boston; Hon. E. 8. Tobey, Boston; Hon.
Horatio Harris, Boston ; Miles Standish, Esq., New York.

Direcrors. — Hon. Onslow Stearns, Concord, N. H.; Hon.
Thomas Russell, Boston; Nathaniel Adams, Boston; Lemuel
Miles Standish, Boston ; Samuel Little, Boston; Samuel C. Cobb,
Dr. Ira L. Moore, Boston ; Samuel Loring, Duxbury ; Nathan Mat-
thews, Boston ; Frederic C. Adams, Kingston ; Francis Standish,
Boston William Whiting, Boston ; Nathan Morse, Boston ; Isaac
Keene, Duxbury ; Jonathan S. Ford, Duxbury ; Rev. Josiah Moore,
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Duxbury ; Dr. James Wilde, Duxbury; Thos. Chandler, Duxbury;
Charles H. Chandler, Samuel Atwell, Duxbury; James Ritchie,
Boston ; Stephen M. Allen, Boston ; Edwin Adams, Boston; Ed-
win C. Bailey, Boston ; George Curtis, Stephen N, Gifford, Dux-
bury ; Joseph S. Beal, Kingston; Alden S. Bradford, Kingston ;
George B. Standish, Duxbury; Alden B. Weston, Duxbury; El-
bridge Chandler, Duxbury ; Hamilton E. Smith, Duxbury ; Oliver
Ditson, Boston; Dr. Charles T. Jackson, Boston; Dr. Cushing
Webber, Boston; Gen. B. F. Butler, Lowell ; Hon. Jonas Fitch,
Boston ; Hon. Jacob H. Loud, Plymouth ; George Bradford, Dux-
bury ; John S. Loring, Duxbury ; Harrison Loring, Boston ; J. W.
Coburn, Boston ; Alden Frink, Boston ; W. S. Danforth, Plymouth ;
George W. Wright, Duxbury ; Dr. Calvin Pratt, Duxbury ; Parker
C. Richardson, Duxbury; Job A. Turner, Boston; Joshua M.
Cushing, Duxbury; Josiah Peterson, Duxbury; F. P. Sherman,
Duxbury ; John IH. Nickerson, Boston; George Curtis, Boston ;
William S. Adams, Kingston.

SECcrETARY. — Stephen N, Gifford, Duxbury.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. — Stephen M. Allen, Boston.

TrEASURER. — Jacob H. Loud, Plymouth and Boston.

Execurive CommiTreEE. — Nath’l Adams, Lemuel Myles Standish,
Hon. E. 8. Tobey, Samuel Little, Francis Standish, James Ritchie,
S. M. Allen, Edwin Adams, Jacob H. Loud, Harrison Loring, Job
H. Turner, Gen. H. B. Sargent.

Fivance Commrrtee. — Horatio Harris, Hon. Alexander H. Rice,
Hon. E. S. Tobey, Nathan Matthews, Oliver Ditson, Dr. Geo. B.
Loring, Samuel Little, Jacob H. Loud, Nathaniel Adams, Jonathan
S. Ford, George B. Standish, Gen. B. F. Butler, Geo. W. Wright,
Jonas Fiteh, W. S. Danforth, Hon. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Rev.
Dr. George Putnam, Joseph S. Beal.

After the election the Association partook of a
primitive lunch in the old Standish Cottage, and pro-
ceeded to the top of Captain’s Hill, to break ground
for the Monument, which was done in presence of a
large, interested crowd of friends and spectators.
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After prayer by Rev. Josiah Moore, Gen. H. B.
Sargent, the President, introduced the Selectmen of
Duxbury, who, through their chairman, in behalf of
the town, broke the first earth. The President fol-
lowed in behalf of the company, and Nathaniel Ad-
ams, Esq., as Chairman of the Executive Committee;
the officers of Corner Stone Lodge of Freemasons,
and the officers of Mattakeeset Lodge of Odd Fel-
lows, followed. An opportunity for the ladies was
given, when they joined in and handled the spade in
good earnest. The Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Company were ﬁépresented; also the oldest Com-
pany of State Militia; also the families of Bradford,
Brewster, Phillips, Pryor, Simmons, Allen, Ritchie,
and many others of the descendants of the Pilgrims.

It was voted to accept and adopt the Plans of the
Monument presented by Alden Frink, Esq., and pro-
ceed at once with the work on the Monument. It
was also voted that the Secretary be directed to ask
from the President of the United States a stone for
the first arch of the Monument; and stones for the
sides from each of the New-England States, as also
stones from each County in Massachusetts, all prop-
erly inscribed; also similar stones from each Military
Company of the State, with the name properly cut
thereon.



LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE.

Aveust 9, 1872, An informal meeting of the
Association was held at Captain’s Hill, in presence
of Tremont Lodge No. 15, I. O. O. F., of Boston,
who were visiting Duxbury. The service of laying
the first foundation corner-stone was performed by
Nathaniel Adams, Hsq., with aid of Hdwin Adams,
Esq., and Mr. Andrew Northey, in presence of and
assisted by the Grand Master of the Order of
I. 0. O. F., many members of Tremont Lodge, and
citizens generally.




LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE,
Ocroszr 7, 1872.

FALL FIELD~-DAY OF THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ARTIL~
LERY COMPANY.

APPROPRIATE HISTORICAL OBSERVANCE.

Orp Mattakeeset was never so overrun with numbers, nor stirred
to a greater interest in any celebration, than she is to-day over that
attending the laying of the corner-stone of the monument dedica-
ted to the memory of the military defender of the Pilgrim Colony
of 1620, Captain Myles Standish. The French Cable celebration
of but three years ago, and the excitement it created in the then
quiet town, were comparatively insignificant when placed in com-
parison with the observances of to-day, considered either in the
light of local, State, or national importance. »

The Standish Monument Association, of which General Horace
Binney Sargent is President, and in which many of the most prom-
inent New Englanders, in public or private life, hold official posi-
tions, having completed the foundation and raised the base of the
memorial above the surface of terra firma, sought the aid of the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Freemasons of the Old Bay
State to perform the active duties of the ceremony, a request that
was happily and promptly responded to by that ancient organiza-
tion. To give éclat to the occasion, and to carry out the celebra-
tion in a manner in keeping with the life of the honored subject
of the memorial, the healthy presence of the military arm was
also sought in the escort and guard of the oldest of our martial
organizations, the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of
Massachusetts, and to-day, the annual fall field-day of that time-
honored battalion, was selected as the most appropriate date for
the historical commemoration. The Highland School Battalion, of
Boston, was also invited as a representative body of the coming
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defenders of the honor of the State and nation, and Mascnic
organizations generally were requested to present themselves, as
their inclinations dictated,

The preliminaries of the celebration, or rather the ocutward
demonstration in connection with it, may fairly be said to have
begun in Boston with the departure of the Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company from its armory in Faneuil Hall. There the
members assembled at seven o’clock, to the number of about three
hundred and fifty, and at eight o’clock formed in the square,
whence, headed by Brown’s Brigade Band, the march was taken
through Merchants Row, State Washington, Winter, and Tremont
Streets to Masonic Temple, where the Grand Lodge awaited their
coming, Taking this body of Masonic dignitaries under escort,
with their own invited guests, the officers of the Providence Light
Infantry, the Ancients proceeded directly to the Old Colony Rail-
road Station, where a fine frain of eight cars awaited their trans-
portation to Duxbury.

The Ancients were officered as follows: —

Captain, Edward Wyman; First-Lientenant, Walter Everett;
Second-Lieutenant, Jarvis D. Braman; Adjutant, Ezra J. Trull;
Pirgt-Sergeant, Eben R. Frost; Second-Sergeant, Samuel Hich-
born ; Third-Sergeant, Josiah H. Pickett; Fourth-Sergeant, An-
drew G. Smith ; Fifth-Sergeant, Wm. R. Bennett ; Sixth-Sergeant,
Albert S. Haven; Seventh-Sergeant, Warren S. Davis; Eighth-
Sergeant, Thomas B. Jordan ; Ninth-Sergeant, Eugene H. Samp-
son ; Tenth-Sergeant, Davis W. Bailey ; Treasurer and Paymaster,
John G. Roberts ; Clerk and Assistant-Paymaster, Geo. H. Allen;
Quartermaster, Charles S. Lambert ; Armorer, Richard M. Barker;
Committee of Arrangements, Lientenant John L. Stevenson, Cap-
tain Samuel Talbot, Jr., Lieutenant Charles W. Stevens, Sergeant
Vincent La Forme, Sergeant T. B. Jordan.

The ladies of Duxbury appointed a committee of three, consist-
ing of Mrs. Stephen M.Allen, Mrs. Lincoln,and Miss Louise Cowing,
to preside at the raising of a large and elegant flag, presented by
Major-General B. F, Butler, The flag was thrown to the breeze
¢n the staff of the derrick above the monument, by Mrs. Emma
Standish Richmond, daughter of L. Miles Standish, of Bosten,
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just as the first train of cars from Boston arrived at the depot this
morning. In behalf of the committee, the chairman, Mrs. Allen,
made the following address to Edwin Adams, one of the superin-
tendents of construction : —

“TIt becomes my pleasant duty, in behalf of my associates and
the ladies of Duxbury, to present this flag to the Standish Monu-
ment Association, to be this day unfurled and given to the hreeze
by the hand of a lineal descendant of the sturdy Pilgrim captain,
over the grand and majestic work you are doing to perpetuate his
memory. )

¢ In this service of pleasure and duty which the ladies of Duxbury
have the honor to perform, they have to acknowledge their indebt-
edness to Major-General B. F. Butler, a member of the Associa-
tion, who, absent from us to-day, has kindly presented the flag for
this purpose, to be placed on the rising memorial of the first com-
missioned military captain of the colonies. May this noble em-
blem of our country’s honors speak to the hearts of every patriot
and citizen, proving to the world that the nation’s glory is never
diminished by doing justice to private worth, especially to those
who, while fighting our battles, were willing to protect our sanctu-
aries with their lives and fortunes.”

The train arrived in Duxbury at 10.30, and the masons and
military, as they debarked, were informally received by the towns-
people and visitors, who had collected in large numbers in the
immediate vicinity. A collation was partaken of in the railroad
station by the military and their company, and upon the arrival
of a later train with the association and guests, the procession for
Captain’s Hill was formed in the following order : —

Brown’s Brigade Band.
The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company.
The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Massachusetts,
M. W. Sereno D. Nickerson, Grand Master.
Plymouth Band. :
The Corner Stone Lodge of Duxbury.
The Pilgrim Lodge of Plymouth.

Delegations from other Masonic Lodges.

Chief Marshal, Colonel Newell A, Thompson.
Aids — Colonel Jonas H. French, Major George O. Carpenter, General
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Samuel C. Lawrence, and Major Joseph L. Henshaw.
The President of the Standish Monument Association,
General Horace Binney Sargent,
with the Advisory Presidents — the Directors and other Officers, and
the Committees of that Organization.
Invited Guests of the Association.
Governor l'adelford and Staff.
Selectmen and Town Officers of Duxbury.
Military Delegation, in uniform.
The Duxbury Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
The Duxbury Lodge of Good Templars.
Citizens of Duxbury.
A Detachment of the Boston Highland School Regiment, under command
of Captain Horace G. Allen.

After a short march, the procession filed around the site of the
monument on the summit of the hill, and the assemblage was
called to order by the chief marshal. Brief devotional exercises
followed, and General Horace Binney Sargent, President of the
Monument Association, then delivered the following address : —

Fellow-Citizens : — To-day, upon this bold headland, which
once belonged to Myles Standish, and which has been not more
enduring than his fame, we have met together to lay the corner-
stone of a monument in honor of the great Puritan captain. In
recognition of his noble life, consecrated to the holiest principles
of public service, the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Free and Accepted Musons of Massachusetts, with his
proper officers, and with all appropriate observances which are of
usage with that distinguished brotherhood, will perform this cere-
mony. In illustration of the time-honored military sentiment of
this ancient Commonwealth, and of the vigorous legend which has
floated over a hundred battle-fields upon her pure, pale banner, as
her citizen soldiery have borne it through smoke and flame in the
agony of her glory, her oldest military organization, the Ancient
and Honorable Artillery, true to their old renown, provide the
escort for our memorial service to the first commissioned military
officer of New England. Representatives from every organization
of State soldiery, young heroes and martyrs of the coming time,
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distinguished official visitors from other States, citizens, illustrious
in the various paths of social life, dwellers of the inland and
dwellers by the sea, assemble on this hill-side to establish a column
that shall rise high above the headland and look far out forever
over the Atlantic, in lasting commemoration of the trained citizen
soldier, whose ashes lie somewhere near our feet, though his grave
is lost to memory, and to whom this infant nation, which grate-
fully recognized his services by granting to him this height of
Captain’s Hill, owed on many desperate occasions the only chance
of life.

Why is it, that, thus, two hundred and fifty-two years since
Myles Standish stepped upon this shore, then covered with forests
and peopled by savage tribes, we joyfully assemble to pay this
long-delayed honor to the fierce English trooper of the Lowland
wars, whom God seemed to have forced, through deep misfortune,
to seek, in service against the bloody Duke of Alva, that iron
training of hand and heart which enabled Myles Standish in after
time to defend the saintly Pilgrims? Is it not partly because his
mail-clad mantle has fallen on our age?

Republics are said to be ungrateful. We need not go far from
the present hour to find some color for this assertion. But the
sober second thought of the people is always just. The deep,
warm, central heart of the nation does not at the last forget. One
century, by grave experience, is sharply reminded of the short-
comings of another. Our civil war has awakened us to these
debts of gratitude.

For nearly one hundred years we have endeavored to create a
nation. A single confusion of thought, which disturbed the de-
liberations of our fathers, has impeded their sons. Oaur fathers,
bred under the inconvenience of a somewhat central and personal
government, did not all clearly see that the ultimate national
authority, whether resting in a monarch or the people, must be
definitely and exclusively fixed somewhere, and be recognized by
all the governed, as there indisputable and supreme. In the joy-
ous moment of throwing off the chains of monarchy, the fatal
peril of partitioning the ultimate supreme authority between the
States and the nation, so as to leave the question of supremacy in
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doubt, was not clearly perceived by all the Revolutionary patriots
who framed our present constitution. The madness of the idea,
that, in a government, intended to be permanent, a national party,
founded on the right of insubordination as its chief corner-stone,
could be permitted to exist, was not so evident a hundred years
ago. We have been forced to see the necessity of government.
The past decade has developed all the miseries that can flow from
confounding nationalization with centralization, — from confusing
the most vigorous exercise of power, delegated from the people, by
the people, for the people, to the agent of the people, with a
personal government. Civil war has smashed the political heresy
out of life, that a national party, not anarchical, can be founded on
a doubt as to the ultimate resting-place of national supremacy, or
on the right to dispute the national authority on every industrial
or social question that may arise. National impotence, culminat-
ing in civil war, is the legitimate fruit of a tree, which Madison,
Hamilton, and Washington asserted to be poisonous, when the
statesmen of South Carolina and Maryland tried to engraft it on
our constitution. National vigor has returned to our land, through
the old stormy channel of safety. The citizen soldiers of the na-
tion have settled the question. After eighty-five years of national
wrangling whether the voting arm-bearing millions of the people,
or the imaginary beings called States, contrel this Union, three
amendments and a score of statutes are declaratory of the fact,
that the nation is master of her own broad quarter-deck. Thanks
be to God, we are at last a Nation/!

The spirit of the age is earnest. The national supremacy being
decided, the popular heart is prepared to demand a vigorous
execution of law, and to reverence the power behind it. The
absorption of a million of men, accustomed to short commands
and prompt obedience, into our social life, which has become en-
ervated by excessive, flabby legislation and weak enforcement of
the statutes, has infused a spirit of respect for fearless vigor.
This respect seeks all modes of expression. Men who have staked
their lives on their convictions may be expected to admire earnest
honesty. It is this earnestness of purpose, the result of the return-
ing armies and the nation’s baptism of fire, — setting her heart
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aglow, as with pentecostal flame, filling men with noble words and
thoughts they did not know, — which is displacing the time-serv-
ing politicians, and recognizing the Myles Standish of each peril-
ous hour, as the honest and vigorous force behind the law.
Gratitude to the citizen soldier — recognition of him as worthy of
all respect—is a part of the meaning of this special memorial
service. We cannot forget that a citizen soldier guarded the
cradle of the infant colony two hundred and fifty years ago, and
was her trusted servant for half a century of civil life. -A citizen
soldier led our fathers to victory against the British throne; and
though assailed in his lifetime by ungratefal abuse, which he com-
plained of as unjustifiable, even if applied to a notorious defanlter,
is remembered as first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts
of his countrymen. To pass by an illustrious example of the fact
that events repeat themselves, it was a citizen soldier, humble and
poor, of African descent, — so little does glory care for condition,
race, or color, — who, torn by shot and shell, writhed into Fort
Wagner on his shattered limbs, still bearing your banner aloft into
those lurid gates of hell, as if to show to succeeding ages how a
citizen of the great republic should serve the motherland, — fear-
lessly, joyously, as if entering the gates of heaven; devoutly, as
before God upon his knees !

Not only to the memory of Myles Standish, as the type of fear-
less and honest vigor in public service, as soldier and civilian, but
also in a reverent spirit of remembrance and grateful honor to the
citizen soldiers of New England, from the landing of the Pilgrims
to the present hour, do we lay this corner-stone to-day. Fellow-
citizens, we thank you for your presence.

Myr. Chairman of the Executive Committee : — My humble task
is finished. In behalf and by the orders of the Standish Monu-
ment Association, over which I have the honor to preside, I com-
mit the work thus far completed to your able and honored hands.

Mr. Nathaniel Adams, Chairman of the Executive and Building
Committees, on being introduced by General Sargent, gave to the
Grand Master official custody of the corner-stone in the following
words : —
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Most Worshipful Grand Master : — The box containing all the
documents and other contributions which have been permitted to
be placed therein, together with the inscribed plate, has been
sealed and is ready to be placed in the cavity prepared for its
reception in the bed of the corner-stone. The stone is now ready
to be placed in its position in the base course, upon which is to be
erected a monument to the memory of that noble man, Myles
Standish.

And I bave the honor now to place it in your custody, for the
purpose of being laid with the solemn and impressive ceremonies
of that ancient order of which you are the official head in this
Commonwealth.

Grand Master Sereno D. Nickerson made an appropriate and
graceful reply in acceptance of the trust, and Hon. N. B. Shurtleff,
to whom had been delegated the duty of preparing the plate and
the contents of the mcmorial box to be enclosed in the corner-
stone, delivered the box into the possession of the Grand Treas-
urer, Mr. John McClellan, who read the inscription and a list of
the contents, which follow : —

Programme of the Exercises, Oct. 7, 1872 ; Plate and Proof and
other papers of the Association and History of Myles Standish,
also a list of Officers of the Association; Acts and Resolves of
the State of Massachusetts, 1872 ; Records of the various Coun-
ties of Massachusetts ; History of Duxbury; Catalogue of Prince’s
Library deposited in the Public Library; Catalogue of Harvard
College ; Catalogue and other papers of Amherst College; Pro-
ceedings of the American Antiquarian Society; Papers from Mas-
sachusetts Historic-Genealogical Society; Catalogue and Papers
from Tufts College ; Catalogue and Papers from Brown’s Univer-
sity ; Silver Plate of one Roster of The Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company ; List of Officers and Chaplains Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company ; List of Officers and other papers
of Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association; Adjutant-
General’s Report of Massachusetts, 1871; Records from the
Companies of the Military of the State; Hingham Journal of
October 4, 1872 ; The Commonwealth, Boston, October 5, 1872 ;
Old Colony Memorial, Plymouth, October 8, 1872; Company C,
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First Regiment Infantry, M. V. M., Claflin Guard; Concord Ar
tillery and other Military Companies of the State of Massa-
chusetts ; Current Newspapers of Massachusetts ; Proceedings of
the Cable Celebration at Duxbury; many other Documents; a
piece of our Forefathers’ Rock; a piece of the hearth-stone of the
original Myles Standish house, taken from the ruins.

The following is a copy of the metallic plate: —

THE CORNER-STONE
of the
STANDISH MEMORIAL,
in commemoration
of the
character and services of
CAPTAIN MYLES STANDISH,
the first commissioned military officer of New England.
Laid on the summit of Captain’s Hill, in Duxbury,
under the superintendence of the
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company
of Massachusetts,
in presence of
THE STANDISH MONUMENT ASSOCIATION,
by the
M. W. Grand Lodge of Free Masons of Massachusetts,
M. W. Sereno D. Nickerson, Grand Master,
on the Seventh Day of October, A. D. 1872,
Being the two hundred and fifty-second year since
the first settlement of New England
by the
PILGRIM FATHERS,

Site consecrated August 17, 1871.
Association incorporated May 4, 1872.
Association organized and ground broken June 17, 1872,
Corner of foundation laid August 9, 1872.

The Grand Master, after an examination of the stone, declared
it square ; the box was placed and wedged in position; the block
was consecrated with corn, wine, and oil, and duly laid by the
Grand Master according to the form prescribed in the Masonic
Ritual; the blessing of Ged was invoked upon the workmen, and
the desire expressed that the monument should perpetuate the
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memory of the pioneer leader whose remembrance it was intended
to promote

There were from eight to ten thousand people present. During
the exercises Brown’s Band performed a solemn invocation, and
the soloists gave the trumpet calls, and Baxter’s Battery fired a
salute.

The exercises were observed with great interest by the multitude
present; and at their conclusion, the celebrants adjourned from
labor to refreshment, the Association and the Masons being pro-
vided for by the ladies of Duxbury, and the Military by Mr. J. B.
Smith, the celebrated caterer. '

BurLt 1666. (STILL STANDING.)
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- DINNER OF THE ANCIENTS.

At 3 o’clock the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company pro-
ceeded to the tent, under which an excellent dinner was spread
by J. B. Smith. Four hundred plates were laid, and they were
all occupied. The Divine blessing was invoked by Rev. Dr.
George E. Ellis, of Boston, after which half an hour was devoted
to a discussion of the ample and elegant repast provided by the
caterer, This being accomplished, Capt. Wyman called his com-
mand to order, and addressed them as follows : —

Seerca or Capr. WYMAN,

Gentlemen of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company: —
Through the kind invitation of the Standish Monument Association,
we are here to-day to join with them in laying the corner-stone of a
monument that shall commemorate the valor and sagacity of the
first military commander of Massachusetts — Captain Myles Stan-
dish. Our hero seems to have been born and bred for the very
position he was to occupy. In early life he was trained to the
hardships and trials of war, having been commissioned at the age
of twenly, a lieutenant in the army, serving in the Low Countries
against the armies of the Inquisition. During the years 1619 and
1620, we find him with the refugees, at Leyden, and joining with
them in their expedition to the New World. His military educa-
tion and ability were at once recognized, and he was made the first
military commander of the Plymouth Colony. His courage knew
no bouands; he was ready to meet danger in any form. He was
often sent on expeditions to reduce white men, as well as Indians,
to subjection. His mode of warfare was effective and decisive. It
is appropriate that the first military commander of the colony from
which Massachusetts and New England sprung should be recognized.

The people of his own day appreciated his great ability, both as a
9 :



18

soldier and a civilian, and looked to him for protection from the
hostile tribes that surrounded them and for the enforcement of laws
and the preservation of order. It was his strong arm and his
great courage that enabled our fathers te maintain their existence
as a colony, and transmit to usthe glorious heritage we now enjoy.
They manifested their appreciation of his deeds of valor and of
civil service, by presenting him with the farm upon which we have
to-day laid the corner-stone of a monument to his memory ; a mon=
ument that shall perpetuate the remembrance of their gift and the
recognition of those living two hundred and fifty years after, that
Captain Myles Standish was the man to whom we are more indebted
than any other for the preservation of the infant colony. We rear
this monument to his memory on the spot where he and the noble
men with whom he acted have no doubt stood and looked out upon
the beautiful landscape and the glorious sea, and exclaimed, as we
have in our hearts to-day, ¢ The lines are fallen unto us in pleasant
places. Yea, we have a goodly heritage.” The fields over which
we have marched were made consecrated ground by the footsteps
of the grand old Pilgrims. Here lived and labored Standish and
Elder Brewster. I stand with one foot on the farm of Elder
Brewster, and one on the farm of Myles Standish. Could they and
their compeers be with us to-day, what would be their astonishment
at the mighty changes that have been wrought? Could they have
come with us this morning from our metropolis, which was then
only an outskirt of their colony, over the iron road, in an hour and
a half, a distance which in their time would have been a two days’
journey, and have marched with us to the heights above, they would

see —
¢ Where peeped the hut, the palace towers,
‘Where skimmed the bark the war-ship lowers;
Joy gayly carols where was silence rude,
And cultured thousands throng the solitude.”

I will not longer occupy your time, for I see around me gentle-
men in whose veins courses the Pilgrim blood, who will eloquently
tell you of the grandeur, devotion, and heroism of the Fathers.

The after proceedings were entirely informal, each speaker being
introduced in a few pleasant words. Dr. Ellis was the first gentle-
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man called up, as one well versed in the history of the colony and
of New England.

SpeecE oF THE REV. GeOorGE E. ELLIs, D. D.

Mr. Commander and Gentlemen : — It is to be taken for granted
that the large majority — if not all — of those who sit around these
crowded tables, and have shared in the previous observances of this
Aay, know enough of our local ancestral history, and of the house-
hold traditions kept alive amid these homes by those who remain
in them and who have gone from them, to feel the full spirit of this
occasion. The famous Pilgrim Soldier, for whose enduring memo-
rial the solid column of granite is to rise over the corner-stone just
firmly planted on its bed, is the genius of this spot. If there be
any here who are ignorant of his personality, his service, and his
right to such a memorial, they must have found and felt a quicken-
ing impulse to acquaint themselves with his history, from the in-
spiration of what they have already seen and heard to-day. We
stood together, in this fine autumn air, upon that bold, rounded
promontory, so distinctly lifted out of this undulating region around
it, and so grandly overlooking the bay and the shore redolent with
all the blessed memories of the Pilgrims. Down near the water’s
edge at the left hand, east of this tent, is the site of” the dwelli'ng
of Myles Standish, from whence he looked up to this hill, given to
him in gratitude for service.

From his homestead, when occasion called him fo the village
settlement at Plymouth, it wus easier for him to take to the water
in his skiff, two miles, than to foliow the footpath of the thickets,
of eight miles. He must often have mounted this hill-top of his
domain, and enjoyed the grand and pleasant spectacle that opened
before him at the east. He could look upon all the features and
objects of this remarkable harbor with which he had become
familiar before a final landing had been made by his company.
For we call to mind that five weeks elapsed sfter the day when
the Mayflower anchored in the bay and the famous Compact
was signed in its ecabin, before that company planted itself on
the soil. The historic landing day, which is commemorated, is
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dated one weck earlier on Monday, completing four weeks after
their arrival. DBut this was made by only a pottion of the com-
pany, in the third of the. exploring expeditions so laboriously
pursued by them all around this spot in their shallop. For
amid all their straits, after long and wearing confinement and
sea-fare on board their crowded vessel, and in spite of the anxiety
of the captain to be rid of them lest his own provisions for the
homeward voyage should fail, they used much deliberation in their
choice. In all threec of these expeditions, it would appear that
Myles Standish was the right arm of their reliance for all terrestrial
needs, while Elder Brewster remained with the major portion of the
company on board the anchored vessel to supplicate almost hourly
the divine direction. On the Sunday previous to the day of historie
commemoration, the exploring party under Standish had landed
from their shallop and kept the Sabbath on that pleasant little shel-
tered island which we have seen from the hill-top, and which they
named after their pilot, Clarke. We remember, too, that on this
third expeditiou, the explorers having landed for the night on the
shore of the bay of Wellfleet, had there first called into use the
military prowess of their Captain. Roused by their sentinels at
midnight, they were set npon by an unknown company of savages,
and his bullets were of avail without his sword to drive them off
before they had done further "arm. The spot was appropriately
named by the wanderers ¢ First Encounter.” On this same expe-
dition they were much pleased with the spot behind us, where the
river, to which they gave the name of their captain, ¢ Jones,”
empties into the bay. They would, indeed, have made their sefttle-
ment there, within the present bounds of Kingston, had it not been
g0 deep in the bay and with an insufficient harbor. They could
hardly have failed to mark the beauty, the capacity, and safety of
this harbor, as they traced out its protection from wintry gales by
that remarkable promontory which, starting from the shore of
Marshfield, runs out like a miniature Italy, sweeping a course
of seven miles, and terminates a heel and toe with the points of
the Gurnet and Saquish.

We know bat little of the personal history of this valiant cham-
pion of the Pilgrims, — nothing, indeed, until we find him, seem-
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ingly by mere chance, joining himself to the company of some of
their leading spirits during their sojourn at Leyden. His own
name, and the name given fo this township of Doxbury, where his
estate lay, identify him with a family and manor of high consid-
eration in Lancashire, Old England. And Morton, the secretary
of the Old Colony, says he was of that family, and was defranded
of his rights as heir apparent. When his parents gave him in
baptism the name Myles, — the old Roman word for soldier, — they
little knew how effectively he would vindicate his fitness to bear
it. Serving as an English soldier in the Low Countries, he there
made his first acquaintance with some of Robinson’s congregation
at Leyden, and it was either at their solicitation or by his own
prompting, that he joined them in their enterprise hither. Not
knowing the date of his birth, we do not know to what age he had
arrived when he died here in 1656. DBut thirty-six years of severe
and exhausting service, on hard and scanty fare, with painful,
wearying, and dangefous expeditions, which make ap his record
here, are to be added to whatever may have been the length of his
previous life. We may try to think of him as having attained the
full age of man, with a brief interval of leisure and repose as a
farmer on these acres before he found his full rest.

The most curious fact in his personal history in his connection
with the Pilgrim company, considering how close and warm were
the relations of confidence and dependence between him and them,
was, that he was only what we may call a *“ proselyte of the gate.”
Though he seems to have been a regular worshipper with the con-
gregation, and a devout, or at least an acquiescent, participant in
all the occasions of fasting and thanksgiving, and in all religious
exercises of morning and evening prayer, grace at meals, and of
“ waiting on the Lord” in every enterprise and expedition, yet he
never joined himself to them in church communion. He was not
a man of *professions”; nor, so far as we know, of ¢ confes-
sions.” He was never * sealed,” or * covenanted.” We are at a
loss for the explanation of this fact, considering the standard and
the expectations of his associates. Was there some such obvious
and lamentable lack of “grace” in him that the brethren and
sisters wounld have hesitated to allow him to pass the ordeal, if he
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had risked it? Or was he withheld from subjecting himself to it
by true humility, a consciousness of the old Adam unsubdued in
him, as one given to carnal weapons? We know that he was an
irritable and passionate man, and that his quick temper was easily
stirred and then not curbed. Possibly, too, when in these moods,
or under provocation, he may have allowed himself a free use of
some emphatic words in the vernacular which do not become the
lips of saints. He was a little man, of short stature. And being
of so hot a spirit, it is to his credit that we read that he controlled
himself for the moment when taunted for his small size by those
Indian ruffians, Witnwamat and Pecksuot, two of the conspirators
whose plots he so summarily thwarted by killing them at Weston’s
plantation at Weymouth.

But if the Old Colony captain was a man rather of works than
of faith, those of us here who come from the sister Colony of the
Bay have no occasion to boast ourselves on the score of our cham-
pion at the time, who held a corresponding position there in mili-
tary rank. Captain Jobn Underhill was indeed a very black
sheep, one of the sorriest of saints, and a grievous scandal to the
Boston church of which he was one of the earliest members. It
was found much more difficult to get him out of it than it had been
to draw him into it, though the pure-minded Winthrop and the
rest of the brethren valued his qualities as-a bold soldier. He
was an Antinomian not only in sturdy avowal, but also in scanda-
lous doings which here cannot be rehearsed. He was so sure,
while quietly enjoying his pipe, that hé had received the seal of
the Spirit in inward sanctification, that he could venture to be
even reckless and to follow his bent in the matter of ¢ works.”
He said, on being convented before the church for gross offences,
that ¢¢ the Spirit had sent into him a full assurance of free grace,
while he was in the moderate enjoyment of the creature called
tobacco.” Of the two captains, in the early Indian warfare, and in
the straits of dangerous enterprise, the uncovenanted Standish is to
be preferred. It may be a matter of surprise with some that
Standish never attained any higher military rank and title than
that of captain. We can answer only that he held the highest
military office which the colony had to bestow, and that he had no
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rival, no superior, no peer. There were not men enough at the time
to give him the title over a larger military organization, and the
women of the time had not sought to extend their sphere by en-
rolment. Some of these, however, though not in the ranks, did
good service on occasion from out of loop-holes in their dwellings,
and behind hay-ricks. Standish’s command was in a year after the
settlement divided into four companies, with proper subordinate
offices. He was, in a fitting and high sense of the term, a provi-
dential man, and he well deserved the honors and the memorial
here bestowed.

Seeece or Mr. CHARLES DEANE.

(Mr. Charles Deane, of Cambridge, rose in response to a sen-
timent in allasion to * the editor of Governor Bradford’s long-lost
History of Plymouth Plantation,” published a few years ago by
the Massachusetts Historical Society ; and said,—)

I could not resist the temptation, Mr. Commander, to accept
your kind invitation to come down here to-day, and to share with
you the pleasure of standing for the first time on ¢ Captain’s Hill,”
recar which the ashes of our old hero repose; and though I do
not rise to make a formal speech, it would certainly be very ungra-
cious in me not to respond to your request to say a single word.
It is eminently fit that the Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Company should join in the ceremonies of this occasion in doing
honor to the memory of the famous captain of the Pilgrim band. I
would not draw any invidious comparisons between a number of
noble men, each of whom performed the highest service in laying
the foundations of the Pilgrim colony, — the seed-piot of New Eng-
land, I could almost say of the nation. They all claim our highest
regard. There was Bradford, in civil capacity the Washington of
the colony, its governor for thirty years, and its principal historian,
to whose memory in a fitting time a suitable monument should be
erected. Then there was Elder Brewster, for many years the only
preacher in the colony. There was Governor Winslow, 2 most ac-
complished man, fit to stand -before kings. I will not enumerate
others. But Captain Standish, the commander of the ancient and
honorable military force of the Plymouth colony, has eminent claims
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to your notice. Of what avail, sir, would have been the compact
on board the Mayflower? of what avail the civil polity of fanda-
mentals framed a few years later? (for the colony had no royal
charter of incorporation, and was self-governing throughout), —
of what use, I say, would have been all these civil functions, if the
colony had not material strength to endure : force enough to defend
itself against the savages who sought its life? Many of the In-
dians proved friendly to the last ; but a few were deadly hostile, and
some terrible examples had to be made, and Standish was the in-
strument of execution. No sooner liad the colony begun to recover
from the shock of the dreadful sickness and mortality of the first
winter, when one half their number was swept away, than an effi-
cient organization was made of the military force of the commu-
nity. Standish was chosen commander, and he organized his little
company by dividing it into four squadrons, assigning quarters to
each to which they were to repair in case of sudden alarm.,

You have referred, sir, to Governor Bradford's History of the col-
ony. No one can read that old authentic chronicle without real-
izing the importance of the services rendered by Captain Standish
during a long period in the history of the settlement, both as civil
magistrate and military commander. He had served in the Low
Countries, and had a thorough knowledge of military tactics. He
had joined the Pilgrims in Holland, and fortunate it was for them
that he embarked with the Mayflower company. The events of the
last few years have called attention to the importance of the mili-
tary arm in time of danger. ¢ The cankers of a calm world and
a long peace ” were, I fear, leading us to lose sight of this. Cap-
tain Standish proved himself equal to every emergency, if we ex-
cept that of winning the smiles of Priscilla Mullins, in which tra-
ditionary adventure John Alden, the young cooper, unwittingly
carried off the prize. This little episode has been wrought into a
beauntiful poem by Mr. Longfellow, who, with a license which poets
always claim, has invested it with incidents which our sober chron-
icles have failed to record. In the distant future these charming
fictions, like the stories of the old bards of Britain, will be recited
for veritable history.

Not unlike many great military commanders, Captain Standish
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was a small man in size, and it is said that the grace of patience
was not his, An old contemporary writer says of him: ¢ A little
chimney is soon fired : so was the Plymouth captain, a man of very
small stature, yet of a very hot and angry temper.” The saintly
Robinson, of Leyden, on hearing of the execution which Standish
had done upon a number of hostile Indians at Wessagusset (now
Weymouth), in 1623, wrote thus to.Governor Bradford: ¢ How
happy a thing had it been if you had converted some before you
had killed any. . . . Upon this occasion let me be bold to exhort
you seriously to consider the disposition of your captain, whom I
love, and am persuaded the Lord, in great mercy and for-much
good, hath sent to you, if you use him aright.” I dare say the cap-
tain would have replied to such warning, that there was little op-
portunity, in the terrible exigency of that occasion, for enforcing
the mild lessons of the Christian code upon those demons in human
shape. Cromwell’s motto was, ¢ Trust in the Lord, and keep your
powder dry.” How far Standish may have cherished the ¢ trust”
commended in this maxim we are not distinctly told. He was not
a member of the Plymouth church, and there are strong suspicions
that the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints had not taken
strong hold of him. But we know he always kept his powder dry
and his weapons bright; and on all occasions his conduct was
strictly defensible on the rules of duty imposed upon him as the
military leader of the colony.

An interesting picture of Plymouth, in which a glimpse of our
captain appears, is given in a letfer written by a Dutchman, De
Rasieres, of Manhattan, who visited the colony in 1627 for pur-
poses of trade, — coming up through Buzzard’s Bay and crossing
over from Manomet. After describing the place, its houses and
gardens, he proceeds: “Upon the hill they have a large square
house with a flat roof, made of thick sawn plank, stayed with oak
beams ; upon the top of which they have six cannon which shoot
iron balls of four and five pounds weight, and command the sur-
rounding country. [This was built in 1622.7 The lower part
they use for their church, where they preach on Sundays and the
_usual holidays. They assemble by beat of drum, each with his
musket or firelock, in front of the captain’s door. They have their



26

cloaks on, and place themselves in order, three abreast, and are
led by a sergeant, without beat of drum. Behind comes the gov-
ernor in a long robe. Beside him, on the right hand, comes the
preacher, with his cloak on; and on the left hand the captain,
with his side arms and his cloak on and with a small cane in his
hand, — and so they march in good order, and each sets his arms
down near him.” :

That is the way they went to church in Plymouth in 1627. The
governor, with his long robe, was Bradford ; the preacher, on his
right hand, was Elder Brewster ; the captain, with his side arms,
was Myles Standish.

But. Mr. Comamander, I have already occupied too much of your
precious time, and will now give way to others who are to address
you. [Applause.]

REMARES OF GEN. SARGENT.

Capt. Wyman introduced General Sargent in an exceedingly
complimentary manner, saying that they had heard much of the
courage of Myles Standish, but that they had now the pleasure of
welcoming a gentleman who had proven himself not a whit less
brave.

Gen. Sargent responded as follows: ¢ Thanking you, sir, for a
compliment which somewhat abashes me, from a painful conscious-
ness of its disproportion to any small merit of mine; I thank yon
also for the honor of your invitation and the cordiality of your
welcome. I am truly glad to meet the members of an organization
which has preserved from early days the traditions of respect for
soldierly service. I agree with the remarks made by that great
soldier, Irvin McDowell, at a recent dinner of the Society of the
Army of the Potomac, that, until the Millennium shall really come,
the need of an arm-bearing, fighting force behind the laws must
continue and be felt. No appeal to the courtesy of ruffians and law-
breakers will be so effective to preserve the peace of society, as to
justify us in dispensing with a trained and disciplined military
power. The grave exigencies of society cannot be trifled with.
Mobs cannot be dispersed by sighs of aspiration. I trust that I
shall be forgiven by the ladies present, when I say that I donot see
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in female suffrage a panacea for social disorders : —nay, in a com-
posite government like ours, where states may come into conflict
with other states, or with the national government, I think that any
proposition to create a numerical show of voting majorities, which
the real, physical, enforcing majorities do not back up and support,
is a subject of alarm. The ballot is the proper privilege of man-
hood, because the ballot, without a musket behind it, is a delusion
and a snare. If T am answered that women have proved that they
can fight upon the battle-field, I say, God forbid that womanly
nature, as men love it, should be dragged through the fury and
crime and blood of carnage, sucb as soldiers know it to be. Women,
as God made them, are too pure and holy to be thought of in such
brutalizing associations. If I am answered again, that women may
support their votes as well as men, by camp service and giving
the