










































































REGEE B EELCE Rs NGE MG R A L GoH AR PR L A T

MR. ROCKEFELLER'S FIBAL GIFT

26 Broadway. New York
Decasber ‘13, 100

To
Fressdent and Trastes
‘The University of C‘ucl\ce

Dear Birs:
have this day csused to be set aside for the University
of Chicago, from the funds of the General Education Board which are
sabject te my dispesition, inceme bearing eecurities of the pressnt
t value of appreximately Ten millicn dollars ($190,000,000), the

In the absen(e Uf a University Ehap,el ::lt;.‘h:“:vuv;xm to the University in ten squal annusl inetal-

1, 1911, each instaloent to boar income to
the University from the ¢ateé of sugh delivery only. A list of these
sagurities is appended herewith. In m separate letter of even date

wishes regarding the investment and uses of the fund are mere

3 Lok =
specifically expressed,

malntalnlng ComDUISOrY ChaDEI It is far betier that tne University be supported wsd -

larged by the gifts of many than by those of This I

have resognized from the begimning, — mnn!d!ngiy RS SN Ve

assist you in enlisting the interest and socuring the comtributions

i 1 r1 : of many others, at times making own gifts conditionmal em the

services was a perennial difficulty, Sl e Sthars, aak ak tiaan by Siin pon 7 matns of mmtensitiscal

£ifts to make the University ms widely useful, worthy and attractive

a® posaible. Most heartily de I recognise and rejoice in the gener-
ous responss of the citigens of Chicego and the Weet, Their contribu-

tions to the resgurces of the University have been, I believe, mere

RIGHT so much so that Charles Henderson. than Seven million dollare. Kt might perhaps be difficult to find s
allel to generosity mo large and so widely distributed as this ex-
ereised in dehalf of an institution s recently foundsd. I desire to

m\'.li =y appreciation alsc of the extracrdinary wisdou and fidelity
IOhD D. Rockefeller to an President and Trustess, have shown in conducting the

. which you,

. Professor of Sociology, Head of the i Sl Uil sotaii s S,

the President and Sxtant of original ressarch, in the valusble sontributicns to himan

kmewledge, in the uplifting imfluemes of the University os a whole
De anment Of E l - t-cal 50 -OI lﬂt:.:duogtlen throughout ;'B. ::It i:t"‘:;; huy:; :ﬂ \)“DI; ::.-:-
- cee is these consideraticns, = o TS, at move

Board of Trustees of the v osioe s e dont e e

te make to the University. The m.f now 'g“l;a is l:.‘;-:xl?‘:; :ﬁr.

University of Chi L e e e g T
PRSI Ry ogy and University Chaplain, creat "R SUL TN TR SIS e

have set before myself. The twnnu and suppert of new departments

1 1 of Trust: funds
transcription of letter, Spatuig mifeion, L dow e S iz o e Eraicn S i v

a as I now do,
a system where the junior classes 1 S B s EoeEnis, ST
December 13, 1910 tives, whoms resignatiens I emslese, I mm acting on an sarly and
¥ permmnent conviction that tis i .sron institution being r.ho property
&f tha people should be contrelled, conducted and supperted by the

attended chapel service in Mandel Seopis.”in shome generass aiferte For its uphiilding § Tars basm par-
P R ek A1 Tems piwens A AB2 wore

Hall on Monday, the senior classes
on Tuesday, graduate students on Thursday, and Divinity School students on Friday.
While he struggled to find space, Henderson established a pattern of religious practice

that shaped the future chapel both in form and in the programs it

— e
[ el

sponsored. Not tied to his own Baptist faith or to the University’s close

connection with the American Baptist Educational Society, Henderson’s

sermons drew on various religious traditions to reflect the University’s

interfaith commitments.

Efforts to erect a chapel were halted until John D. Rockefeller presented

the University with his “Final Gift” on December 13, 1910. In his letter of des-

ignation addressed to the second University President, Harry Pratt Judson,

I —[ ; 1 and the Trustees of the University, Rockefeller outlined his specific wishes

TELtvATiON of NEw TasleT
e e

- - for the $10,000,000 donation. In the past Rockefeller had given endowment
WYL, e n'-E"“‘.n‘.‘.‘.‘m-..

e %-T{é%—?'fﬁ funds rather than building funds, but on this occasion he requested that

PROPOSLD TABLET N N#.E.‘THEXQTC.HAPT.L
THE LINIVERSITY OF CHICAGH P

$1,500,000 of the final gift be devoted to the creation and furnishing of a
University Chapel. Echoing both Cobb and Harper, Rockefeller envisioned the Chapel as the

ABOVE “central and dominant feature of the University group.” Its pre-eminence would indicate

levati h e st i o ; S
Sl that the University is “penetrated by the spirit of religion, all its departments are inspired
proposed tablet in

AR of Chavel: by the religious feeling, and all its work is dedicated to the highest end.” The Chapel was to
University of Chicago be an architectural masterpiece exemplifying the centrality of the spirit of religion in
Chapel, September

27,1938

University life.
Although Rockefeller commissioned the Chapel’s construction, it would be called the
“University Chapel” until 1937 when the University Board of Trustees moved to rename it

in Rockefeller's honor. The Trustees never explained their motivation, but the aura of

l22]
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