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- 40 Population Change and the Death Rate 1972 Baca— ephilif~

Although it is generally agreed that population declined in late
medieval England, the causes of that decline are not easily estab-
lished. Recurrent epidemics of plague took their toll after the
great outbreak of 1345-9; other significant years for the disease
were: 1361, 1369, 1375, 1390-1, 1405-7, 1439, 1478-9, 1499-1500.
Professor Thrupp has shown how markedly male inter-generational
replacement rates dropped in the later fourteenth century. At
Thorney, a manor in the Bacon Collection, well over half the deaths
between 1414 and 1422 show families childless or without male
heirs. Brandon, however, showed more resilience, with a male re-
placement rate of unity or more between 1390 and 1430.

The difficult questions concerning age at marriage, incidence
of marriage, and life expectancy require further investigation be-
fore it can be stated conclusively that increases in the death rate
caused the European population decline in this period. Many sug-
gestive court roll entries survive but their statistical relevance
is without a firm base. For example, death entries in a Redgrave
court roll for 1387 might suggest that a higher incidence of male
infant mortality or mortality in general was causing population to
decline. 1In the case of the death of John Smyth of Fenstrete, his
niece Agnes, wife of John Crane, is the nearest heir, while when
Roger atte Style dies, his only heir is Cristina, his daughter.

A Juratores presentant quod Johannes Smyth de
Ffenstrete obiit post ultiam curiam et tenuit
de domino die quo obiit ij pightelli pasturarum
eun cotagio post cuius mortem dominus habuit wunum
equum de herieta pretium x s. videlicet meliorem
bestiam de consuetudine manerii et quod Agnes
wxor Johannis Crane nepotis predicti Johannis
Smyth est heres eius propinquior que venet et
habet ingressum per dictum herietam

herietam j
equum pretium
x solidos

herietam j B Item presentant quod Rogerus atte Style obiit

equum pretium seisttus de v acras iij rodas terre tenementi

viig solidos Radulphi Ffabri et dimidiam rodam bosci tenementi
Stonyland custumarii post cuis mortem dominus
habuit j stottum pretium viij s. de herita et quod
Cristina filia etus est heres propinguior que non
venit Ideo preceptum est seisare in manu domini
et respondare de exitu

Bacon 27 1384-1387’
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