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+42 Children and Their Ages 1772 Bz con
Eitler
The solutions to many medieval demographic problems depend upon de-
termining the age of individuals who appear in the manorial court pro-
ceedings. Unfortunately, it is frequently impossible to obtain such
data, although detailed entries occasionally appear. Two such entries
occur on the Redgrave court proceedings for 1388:

A Adam Crane qui calumpnatus est mativus domini venet
in curia et fecit domino fidelitatem servilem qui
quidem Adam habet duos filios videlicet Johannem
etatis xxx annorum, Robertus etatis xxij annorum
et tres filias videlicet Johannam etatis xv anno-
rum Aliciam et Agnes etatis v annorum et amplius
et manent cum patre eorum

Fidelitatem Johannes Tesses qui cqlumpnqtur ut nativus domini
venet in curta et fecit domino fidelitatem FEt
predictus Johannes Tesses habet unum filium nomine
Johannem etatis xij annorum et quinque filias
videlicet Aliciam etatis xiiij arnnorum, Beatrice
etatis viij annorum, Christinam etatis v annorum,
Marionam etatis iiij annorum et Johanmam etatis
ij annorum et manent cum patre eorum

servile

Bacon 28 1388-1392
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. 44 License to Reside Abroad /972 éi?fg?;,;
In the latter decades of the fourteenth century, more villagef% on
the manors of the Abbot of Bury St. Edmunds began to leave their
native homes. An ever-increasing number of illegal emigrants are

named on the court rolls of the early fifteenth century. However, this
data must be viewed with caution, for mobility may have been a common
characteristic of village life as early as the thirteenth century. In
order to fill his rent rolls and assure his income in a labor-deficient
manorial or village economy, the lord would wish to restrain the
activities of peripatetic peasants. Therefore it might be suspected
that the documentary evidence only reflects a response to these changes
as they affected the lord.

In theory, the serf belonged to his lord and could not move without
the latter's permission. This permission could be obtained by payment
of a sum called "chevage" (chevagium), which allowed the individual
concerned to be away, usually for a year--permission being obtained
again the next year and so on. In 1388 Adam Tesses paid the lord two
hens for permission to leave the manor for one year.

A Adam tesses nativus domini dat domino de fine pro
Chevagium licentia comorandi extra dominicum domini usque festum
1J capones Sancti Michaelis proximum futuro per plegios Willelmi
Clerk et Johannis Tesses qui manuceperunt habere
eundem ad eandem curiam et quod si non elongabatur sub
pena ¢ solidos et fecit fidelitatem servile

Chevage Adam Tesses, the lord's customary tenant, gives the

2 hens lord a fine for license to reside outside the lord's
homage until the feast of St. Michael next, by pledge
of William Clark and John Tesses who pledge to have
the same (Adam) at the same court and that he should
not stay away any longer under penalty of 100 s. and
he makes an oath of faith and service.

Here the lord's concern to discourage illegal departure is reflected
in the use of pledges and a penalty of five pounds, a hefty sum, if
Adam fails to return.

Bacon 28 1388-1392
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