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36 Population Decline and Property Disrepair / e

Before the mid-fourteenth century, fines for failure to maintain
tenements in good repair are scattered and rare. It was a condition
of villein tenure that both buildings and land be maintained at a pro-
per standard. By the end of the fourteenth century references to pro-
perty in disrepair became frequent in the rolls; these references
reinforced the notion of a countryside, if not under-populated, cer-
tainly much less heavily stocked in cultivators than a century earlier.
In the Redgrave roll for 1415, the following entry occurs, typical of
most years in this period:

A Et quod Johannes Crane de Estgate (ij d.), Henmricus
Crane de Ffenstret (i1j d.), Johannes Woluard (iig
d.) in tenemento quondam Johannes Crane, Johannes
Bunting (reparatur j d.), Johannes Garlek (iij d.),
Rogerus Brawe (ij d.), Johannes Ffysshere (reparatur
itJ d.), et Adam Walter (iij d.) in tememento Mosale
in Wortham fecerunt vastum in bondagio domini per-
mittendi domus ruinare ideo ipsi in misericordia
et preceptum est reparare contra proximam curiam
videlicet cuiuslibet eorum subpena dimidiam marcam

All ten of these individuals were under penalty of half a mark to get
their properties repaired before the next court session.

Bacon 32 1413-1418
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