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The continuity of a family's association with a particular land
holding, which historians consider to be one of the dominating
aspects of peasant life in the early middle ages, was no longer
so powerful by the fifteenth century. An entry such as that below,
in which the heir immediately sells his inheritance, indicates
social and economic flux that is easily camouflaged by lack of
population growth.

Juratores de Gislyngham presentant quod Johannes
Coket obiit seisitus de viij acras terre native
eum uno messuagio de tenemento Emme Wolwene at
Burgherdes in Gislyngham post cuius mortem domi-
nus habuit j vaccam pretium vij s. nomine herietae
videlicet meliorem bestiam secundum consuetudine
manerii Et quod Henmricus filius eius est inde
proximus heres et plenus etatis qui venit hic in
curia et dictam terram et temementum de domino
recepit cui liberatus est inde seisare tenend:
sibi et heredibus suis ad voluntatem domini faciendi
servictt et consuetudines saluo jure ete. Et nichil
dat de fine quia habet ingressum per herietam pre-
dictam secundum consuetudines manerii--Et postea
predictus Henricus Coket presens in curia sursum
reddit in manu domini predictam terram cum mes-
suagio predicto cum pertinenciis ad opus Ricardi
Egelyn cui liberati est inde seisina tenendi sibi
cum heredibus et assignatis suis ad voluntatem
domint per virgam faciendi servicii et consuetu-
dines saluo jore Et dat de fime FEt fecit fideli-
tatem

Bacon 34 1423-1431
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