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97 Household Inventories of the Gentry { £

By a statute of 1529, probate of a will required that a detailed inven-
tory of the "goods, chattels and cattle of the deceased" be produced.
Responsible friends or acquaintances capable of evaluating the true
worth of the dead person's possessions drew up these inventories.

The inventories deal with household goods and possessions of per-
sons ranging from the gentry and the yeoman farmer to the laborer and
the pauper (see the inventory of a Botulesdale tanner, item 74). List-
ing as they do, furniture, plate, jewellery, glassware, and frequently
clothing, kitchenware, tools in barns and workshops, the inventories
are now a vital source for the study of furniture, domestic crafts,
agricultural techniques and general consumption patterns through a
period that displayed considerable changes especially in terms of
agriculture and its role in the economy. Inventories of Redgrave
Hall, Thornage Hall and Robert Drury's house in London, shown here,
are all documents relating to the households of the gentry.

The hall at Redgrave remained in the Bacon family throughout the
seventeenth century. In 1701, it was sold to Sir John Holt, Chief
Justice of the King's Bench and in 1763, Rowland Holt commissioned
Capability Brown to remodel the house. A Palladian veneer was placed
over the Tudor house and the park was landscaped (see the photographed
engraving of the Georgian Hall). The park was a prisoner of war camp
and an ordnance dump during the Second World War, and the house was

demolished in 1946.

One document survives that allows us to reconstruct in detail the
hall and its contents a century after it was built. An inventory sur-
vives, made in 1649 upon the death of Sir Edmund Bacon, grandson of Sir
Nicholas Bacon. The inventory ennumerates the rooms and indicates that
the contents were worth about £ 6,000 at that date. The final section
of the inventory dealing with outhouses and the farm is shown here.

A In the Dayry
Ttem one Cheesepresse, one Lead, and other

dayry Vessells vj Ui xiig 8. 1i1j d.
In the Brewehouse
Ttem two Coolers, Three Fatts and

other Vessells xx 11

Armes in the Armory with Pikes in the Hall xl 17
In the Parke Chamber

Ttem one bedd with the beding thereto

belonging 1iig Ut
In Harry Cookes Chamber

Item one bedd and beding thereto

belonging 115 1
In Grles his Chamber

Ttem one bedd and beding theveto

belonging 11§ 14 a s,
In the Coachmang Chanber

Ttem one bedd and beding 1d U
In the Groomes Chanber

Ttem one bedd and beding i 1 o8,
In the Bayliffs Chamber

Item one bedd and beding 116 I ¢ 8,
In the Kitehen Yard Chamber

Ttem one bedd and beding thereto
bolongtng itg Ut
In the Breners Chanber

Ttem one bedd and beding 1§ W
In the Brevers Chanber

Ttem one bedd and beding i e,
In the Butlers Chanber

Ttem one bedd and beding ij 0w s,
In the Cators Chamber

Ttem one Bedd and Beding 1 1

In the Chamberlin's Chamber
Ttem one bedd and beding U
In Stegalls Chamber

Ttem one bedd and beding itg U

In the Husbandmans Chamber
Ttem two bedds and beding v U1
1

Ttem his wearing apparrell (

7]

Ttem in ready money and Ievells devised

to severall Legatees 1 MoX i
Ttem in vhite and Gilt plate Ml
Item in Lynnen CC 1t
Ttem Corne in the Granery Loxe 14
Ttem twenty and three cowes xCij 1t
Ttem three heifers 15 Lo
Ttem Fifty Steeres Claay 11
Ttem Three yearelyngs vj Ui
Ttem Three Steeres at stake xwitg Lt
Ttem Twenty and one horses Gpe e
Ttem Seaven and Twenty old Sheepe I A EE G
Item Eleaven Lambes xl s
Item Six Shotts xxxiig 8. Tizd d.
Ttem Two Sowes xxvj s. vitg d.
Ttem One Steere and Foure drye Cowes xvig Li
Ttem two Coaches and furniture e Ui,
Ttem two Cartes, ploughes harrowes and  other
vtensills of husbandry LR

In the Still Howse
Ttem In a Chamber there one Table and

Stooles and certayne Pictures vitd Li
Ttem one great Limbecke diverse furnesses

and certayne glasses xv L7
Ttem one Marble Table and Marble Bowle x U

In the Forge Howse
Ttem one Stith and bellowes and other
Lumber about the howse Grgles] i
Suma Totalis oM vitj C xCvj i

Bacon 897 1649
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