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An oration made by the L: Keeper to the Quenes

matie: at Westminster exhortinge her to mariage.

May it please yo. matie: to understande that all my* Lordes
here p’sente and all the reste both spirituall and temporall,
beinge the whole bodie of yo. High: upper house have agreed
and consented, that I allbeit unmeete and unworthy, for them
& in all theire names should make unto yo. matie: theire moste
humble sute & petition, to be soe much theire gracious Ladie
& Sovereigne, as to graunte them a favourable hearinge in a
matter verye nerely and derelie concerninge yo. moste royall
person, the imperiall crowne 'of this realme, and the univ’sall
weale of the same, & therein them selves allsoe, and all other
yo. High: lovinge subiectes, everie one from the higheste to
the loweste, & theire whole posterities & sequells. Nev’theles
allwaies & alltogether humblinge & submyttinge the whole that
I shall saye to yo. High: consideracon & correction. And here
I thoughte meete, because yo. High: sholde the better under-
stande the whole discourse of this matter, firste to open the
occasion of this sute, then how diverslie my Lo: all thinke
them selves bounde to make it, & lastelie what theire opinions,
counsailes and desires be concerninge the matter conteyned in
it. For the firste the occasion grewe uppon a readinge of a
bill exhibited laste Wednesdaye before my Lordes conteyninge
matter concerninge the succession of the crowne of this Realme,
uppon the well weighinge & considering whereof, it evidentelie
appeared unto them that neither by that bill, nor by any other
acte alireadie made, anye open and certayne declaracon or
lymitacon is made to whom the crowne shall remayne if god
shold call yo.” high: w’thout heire of bodie, w'ch o. lorde
forbid. And here callinge to theire remembraunce that the
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onelie meane to have an heire to the greate & unspeakeable ioye
& comforte of all yo. subiectes, is the honorable state of matry-
monye, firste instituted by god, as yo. High: knoweth in a pure
place, then comended, yea & honored by his sonne here on
earth w’th the firste fruites of his myracles knowen, and ever
synce by his providence contynued, as the cheife & moste
necessarie cause of o. beinge nowe, and of all those that have
bene, or hereafter shalbe, my Lordes I saye, remembringe this
& therew’th allsoe that all princes; be they nev’ soe greate,
nev’ soe yonge & like to lyve, are yeat mortall & subiecte
ev'ye daye, yea ev’ye houre to gods call, & lastelie consideringe
in what miserable estate & condicon, yf god sholde soe call,
this realme and all the members thereof, shold stande, and to
what a marveilous heape of greate & ymmynente daungers,
perills & mischeifes it sholde be subiecte, they all thought they
had moste iuste occasion to become humble petitioners to yo.
matie: for the helpe thereof: for the seconde parte they thinke
them selves, soe bounde to make this peticon, that w’thout
offence to god, to yo. matie: and to theire countrey, it colde not
be pretermitted. Firste to god: for that it cannot be that a
man sholde kepe his othe & homage made to yo. High: and
crowne in soe greate & weightie a cause as this is, to be for-
getfull or neglecte the contentes thereof. And what an offence
it is to god, it is easie to iudge: for the offence to yo. matie:
suerlie everie subiecte or leigeman w’thout exception knowinge
any perill or daunger to the crowne or state or any parte
thereof, & not reveilinge or counseilinge his leige Ladie &
Sovereigne therein, or some suche of her High: mynisters to
whom he may have accesse, w'thout doubte offendeth yo.
matie: in the duetie of his alleigeance as it is evidente in
perticuler offences towchinge the crowne: & yf soe, how much
more in this univ’sall matter? Nowe for the offence of theire
countrey, how can a man knowinge his countreye to be
" towarde perill and daunger & not sekinge all the wayes &
meanes he maye by foresighte to prevente & w’thstande them,
but muste be thoughte greatelie to cffende his country. And
thus I truste it appeareth vnto yo. matie: that vppon iuste
occasion ‘& greate duetie bounde, I am to open to yo. high:
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the wishes desires & counseiles of all my Lordes here psente.
The effecte whereof, breifelie & sumarilie to speake consisteth
in this, that it myghte please yo. matie: to dispose yo. selfe to
marie, where ye will, w'th whom ye will, & as shortelie as ye
will, as the moste honorable presente and sure meane & waye
to increase comforte to yo. selfe, to avoyde all manner of
daunger & perill that may happen to the crowne, and to the
comonwealth of this Realme, ffor yo. selfe: howe can it be
possible but that such an honorable coniunction, makinge yo.
choyce as we doubt not but you will, muste nedes bringe &
breede to yo. high: person increase of comforte, quietnes, &
delighte, three of the cheife worldelie Jewells belonginge to life.
Nowe to bringe in causes for proofe hereof, I leave as vayne
matter, beinge soe evident & apparaunte of it selfe. Onelye
one comforte I wolde put yo. matie: in mynde of and that is
yf yo. high: coulde imagyne or conceave the comforte, suertie,
& delighte, that shold happen to yo. selfe, by beholdinge at;
'impe of yo. owne that sholde in tyme to come by godes grace
inherite & enioye the Imperiall crowne of this realme to the
greate reioycinge of all yo. lovinge subiectes, it wolde, I am
assured sufficientlie satisfie to remove all manner of lettes
impedimentes or scruples, yf there be anye that mighte hinder
this theire desire. Now for the state & univ’sall weale of this
Realme, can any waye be devised soe suer & certayne for
avoydinge of all daunger concerninge the same, as to devise
that w'ch ev’ie member thereof dothe hartelie & contynuallie
pray for? Very certayne & true it is, that well nygh all
daungers & troubles in tymes paste have risen of chaunges of
states, have ever taken theire foundacons of uncerteynties &
doubtes of titles that either have bene indeede or ells have
bene ymagened to be & therefore I muste moste assuredly
conclude, that that w’ch is the moste certayne remedie to
remove the occasion of such non certaynties & doubtes, muste
of necessitie be allowed in reason to be the greateste defence
agaynste all such daungers & perills, & the moste suer staye
that can be devised for the comon weale, and is there any
thinge that can bringe that soe p'fectlie, soe safelie, soe
shortelie to passe as this. The fearefull slaughters, the pytifull
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effusion of bloud, the miserable spoyles that have soe ofte
happened by the sufferaunce of non certayneties of titles to
crownes, be more lamentable to be thoughte on than needefull
to be by me spoken of, consideringe they be as they are indede
soe notoriouslie knowen. But and it like yo. high: yf the
ensamples be bothe many and true, that for increase of amytie
onelie, divers mariages of princes have bene made w’thin the
degrees prohibited to all other persons, & sometymes to
relygions, yea sometymes contrarie to all solemne vowes
otherwise aforemade, what then oughte the daungers before
remembred imynente to a realme, move a prince of the same
realme to doe, in a cause noe waye prohibited, but ey’ye waye
honorable, comendable, & profitable, and whereas the gyftes of
nature fortune & grace doe concurre to the furtherance thereof.
But here forgettinge my selfe, and fearinge I sholde be troble-
some to yo. matie: in a matter that I truste god hath allreadie,
or now p’sentlie dothe, or shortelie will soe enclyne yo. High:
harte vnto, that fewer wordes mighte serve, I leave any further
on my Lordes behalfe to move yo. matie: submyttinge and
comyttinge the whole that I have sayde to yo. High: con: &
cor: & here for my parte, I moste humblie beseche yo. matie:
that yf any thinge in this my declaracon have passed me
yndiscretelie or vncomelie done, that yo. High: wilbe soe
much my gracious Ladie, as not to impute it to me otherwise
than for wante of vnderstandinge in so weightie a cause, &
likewise 1 desire my Lordes, that yf any thinge have bene
p’termitted by me agreed to be saide, or any thinge added that
I had not comaundemente to speake, that they p’sentlie will
helpe me out w’th theire declaracons, and on the otherside yf
performed my com: that they wolde so affirme it.

FINIS.

Another oration made to the Q: matie: by the

L: Keeper concerninge her mariage and the

succession of the Crowne.

Humblie besechinge yo. excellente matie: yo. faithfull, lovinge,
and obediente subiectes, all yo. Lordes bothe spirituall & tem-
porall assembled in Parlyamente in yo. vpper house to be soe
much theire good Ladie & Sovereigne, as accordinge to yo.
accustomed benignitie, to graunte a favourable & gracious
hearinge of theire petitions & suite w’ch w’th all humblenes &
obedience they are come hither to p’sente tc yo. matie : by my
mouthe in matters very nerely & derelie touchinge yo. moste
royall person the imperiall crowne of this yo. realme, & the
vniv’sall weale of the same, w'ch suites for that they tende to
the p’servacon of theise three thinges, yo. person, crowne, and
realme, the dereste Iewells that my Lordes have oh the earthe
therefore they thinke them selves diverslie bounde to makc;
theise petitions, as firste by theire duetie to god, then by theire
alleigeaunce to yo. High: & lastelie by theire faithe they oughte
to beare to theire naturall countrye. And like as moste gracious
Sovereigne by theise bondes they sholde have bene bounde to
have made the like petition vppon like occasion to any prynce
that it shold have pleased god to have appoynted to reigne
over them: soe they thinke them selves doublie bounde to
make the same to yo. matie: consideringe that besides the
bondes before remembred, they stande allsoe bounde soe to
doe, by the greate & manyfolde benefites they have and daylie
doe receave at yo. High: handes, w'ch shortelie to speake, be
as greate as the fruites of peace, codmon quiet, mercie & Iustice

& this w’th greate care & charge to yo. selfe. And thus m):
Lordes diverslie bounde as yo. matie: hathe hearde, are nowe
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to open to yo. High: theire humble petitions & suites con-
sistinge in two poyntes cheifelie, w'ch not sunderlie or the one
w'thout the other, but both ioyntelie they desire yo. High: to
assente vnto. The foremer is that it will please yo. matie: to
dispose yo. selfe to marrie where it shall please you, to whom
it shall please you, and as sone as it shall please you. The
seconde that some such certayne lymitacon might be made
howe the Imperiall crowne shold remayne yf god call yo. High:
w’thout heire of yo. bodie, w'ch o. lorde defende, as theise yo.
Lordes and nobles & other yo. subiectes then lyvinge mighte
sufficientlie vnderstande to whom they sholde owe theire
allegeaunce due to be done by subiectes, & that they mighte by
yo. maties: lycence, and w'th yo. favo. comon treate & conferre
together this parliamente of the well doinge of this. The
foremer of theise two w'ch is yo. mariage, they doe in theire
hartes moste hartelie wish & praye for, as a thinge that muste
needes brede & bringe greate & singuler comforte to yo. selfe
and vnspeakeable ioye & gladnes to all true English hartes.
But the seconde carieth w’th it such necessitie, that w'thout it,
they cannot see how the safetie of yo. royall person, & the
p'servation of yo. imperiall crowne shalbe or can be sufficientlie
provided for. Moste gracious & Sovereigne Ladie, the lament-
able & pytifull state & condicon where in all yo. nobles &
comons late were, when it pleased god to laye his heavie hande
vppon you, & the amasednes that moste men of vnderstandinge
were by the brewte that grewe by that sicknes broughte vnto,
is one cause of theire petition, the seconde the aptnes & opor-
tunitie of the tyme, by reason of this Parliamente whereby
both such advised consideracon and consente as is requisite in
soe greate and weightie a cause may be better had & vsed nowe
than at any other tyme when noe Parliamente is. The thirde
for that the assentinge to and p’forminge of theise petytions
cannot as they thinke but breede greate terror to yo. enemies
& therefore muste of necessitie bringe. greate suertie to yo.
person, & speciallie by addicon of such lawes as may be ioyned
w'th this lymytacon for the certayne & sure observinge of it &
p'servinge of yo. matie: agaynste all practises & chaunces.
The fourth cause for that the like as it is supposed hath bene
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done of dyvers of yo. noble progenitors of olde tyme and late
dayes, & allsoe by other princes yo. neighboures of greateste
state in Europe, & for that experience hathe taughte that good
hath come of it. The fyfte that it appeareth by histories how
that in tymes paste persons inheritable to crownes beinge
votaries & relligious to avoyde such daungers as mighte have
happened for wante of successions to Kingdomes, have lefte
theire vowes and monasteries, and taken them selves to mariage
as CONSTANTIA, an heire to the Kingedome of CICILL
[Sicily] maried after fiftie yeares of her age to Kinge HENRIE
the sixte Empero. of that name and had issue FREDERICK
the seconde, & likewise PETER of Aragon beinge a monke
maryed, the better to .establish and pacifie that Kingdome ;
agayne ANTONIUS PIUS is as much comended for that not
two daies before he died he saide to his counsellors lzto aninio
movior quia filiwm wvobis rvelinguo, as PIRRHUS is of all men
detested for sayinge he wolde leave his realme to hym that
had the sharpeste sworde. What but wante of a successor
knowne made soe shorte an ende of soe greate an Empire as
ALEXANDER the greate lefte at his deathe. The sixte cause
for that my Lordes iudge the pforminge of this will breede
such an vniv’sall & inwarde contentacon, satisfaction, ioye
& gladnes in the hartes of all yo. true & lovinge subiectes
that it is likelie & probable you shall fynde them in all yo.
comaundementes readie & gladde to adventure theire goodes,
landes, & lymes [limbs] in yo. High: service accordinge to
theire bounden dueties w’ch of necessitie allsce muste bringe
greate securitie to yo. matie: The seventh because the not
doinge of this, yf god sholde call yo. matie: w’thout heire of
yo. bodie w’ch god graunte to be never sene, yf it be his will,
and yet yo. matie: knoweth righte well that princes & their
ofspringes be they never soe greate never soe stronge, nev’ soe
like to lyve, be yet mortall & subiecte ev'ye daye, yea ev'ye
houre to godes call: my Lordes thinke that happeninge, & noe
lymytacon made cannot by theire iudgemente, but be the
occasion of very evidente & greate daunger & perills to all
states & sortes of men of this realme, by the factious, sedetious,
& intestyne warres that will growe through wante of vnder-
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standinge to whom they shall yelde theire allegeances & dueties,
whereby much inocent bloode is like to be shed, and many of
those to loose theire lyves that wolde nowe gladlie bestowe
them for yo. sake in yo. maties: service. The eighte for that
the not performinge of this, the other happeninge, doth leave
the realme w’thout governaunce, w'ch is the greateste daunger
that can happen to anye Kingdome for everie prince is anima
legis & soe reputed in lawe, and therefore vppon the death of
princes, the law dyeth, & the offices of Justice whereby lawes
are to be executed ceasse, all writes & comaundementes to
call parties for the comon peace, & for the punishmente of
offenders doe lose theire forces whereby it followeth con-
sequentelie that strength and will muste rule & neither lawe
nor reason duringe such a vacacon & interreigne, w'ch in such
an vncertaynetie of succession is like to laste soe longe as it is
to be feared (if godes mercie be not the greater) that the
realme therebie maye become a praye of straungers (w'ch the
lorde forbid) or at the leaste lose the greateste hono. & esti-
macon that of longe tyme hath apperteyned to it. And like as
(my gracious Sovereigne) my Lordes have bene moved for the
worldelie respectes aforesaide to make theise theire humble
petitions to yo. matie: soe by the ensamples counsailes, yea &
comaundementes that they have hearde out of the sacred
scriptures, and for conscience sake they feele them selves
constreyned & enforced to doe the like. God yo. High: knoweth
by the course of the scriptures hath declared succession &
havinge children to be one of the principall benedictions in this
lyfe. And therefore ABRAHAM prayed to god for yssue
fearinge leste ELTAZAR his stewarde sholde have bene his
heire, and had promise that Kinges sholde procede out of his
bodie. ANNA the mother of SAMUELL prayed to god w’th
teares for yssue, & ELIZABETH whose name yo. matie:
beareth mother to Iohn the Baptiste was ioyfull that god had
blessed her, w'ch accompted her selfe delyv’ed thereby from
reproche. 'And as this is a blessinge in a private house, soe it
is'much more in a Kingdome, as it playnely appeareth by the
two Kingdomes ISRAELL and IUDA: vnto the Kingdome
of IUDA conteyninge but two tribes or thereaboutes, god
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gave lyniall succession by dissente of Kinges, & therefore
contynued a longe tyme. The Kingdome of ISRAELL con-
teyninge tenne tribes or thereaboute often destitute of lawfull
heires, the one halfe of the people followinge the one, and
the other halfe the other, by warres & seditions beinge
weakened, came sone to ruyne as playnelye appeareth by the
thirde & fourth boke of the Kinges. Agayne in the tyme of
the Judges because there was noe ordinarie succession, the
people were often overcome & broughte into captyvitie,
besides it is playne by the scriptures that godlie gov’noures
& princes as fathers of theire countreies have allwaies bene
carefull to avoyde the greate evills that might ensue by the
wante of a certayne lymitacon of succession, and therefore
MOSES did assigne IOSUA to be his successor, and DAVID
his sonne SALOMON whereby a greate sedicon began by
ADONIAS, of them there be many ensamples. Farther seinge
it may be easelie gathered by the experience of all ages paste,
that cyvill warres effusion of christian bloude & consequentelye
ruyne of Kingdomes doe followe where realmes be lefte w’thout
certaynetie of succession, and that yo. matie: is allsoe enformed
of the same & sued vnto for redresse, yf there nowe noe
sufficiente remedie sholde be by yo. High: provided, it muste
needes be a daungerous burden before god to yo. matie, and
you are to yelde a straighte accompte to god for the same,
consideringe that you are placed as the prophete EZECHIELL
saithe i altissima specula of this comon wealthe and seeth
the sworde cominge & provides noe ordinarie remedie for the
defence of it. Lastelie the spirite of god pronounceth by the
mouth of ST: PAULE that whosoev’ maketh not due provision
for his familie is in verie greate daunger to godwarde, allsoe by
the mouthe of ST: IOHN that whosoev. seeth but one brother
in necessitie, and doth shutte vpp the bowells of compassion
from hym, hath® hot the love of god remayninge in hym,
whereby it is manifeste & playne, how fearefull a thinge it
were, yf this whole realme conteyninge so many famylies were
not in this perillous case provided for, or yf the bowells: of
compassion sholde be shutte vpp from soe manye thousandes,
w'ch ev’ye waye were like to falle into moste extreme miseries,




yf god sholde call yo. High: w'thout certaynetie of succes-
sion, w'ch we pray god may never happen. Moste excellente
Princesse the places of scripture conteyninge the saide
threateninges be sette forth w’th much more sharpe wordes
than be here expressed. Thus moste gracious Sovereigne yo.
Lordes & nobles bothe spirituall & temporall have as breifelye
as they can firste shewed vnto yo. matie: howe diverslie they
take them selves bounde to make theise humble petitions vnto
you & then what theire petitions be, & after that what reasons
for worldelie respectes and what by the scriptures & for con-
science sake have moved them soe to doe, w'ch here vppon
theire knees accordinge to their bounden dueties they moste
humblie and earnestelie praye yo. matie: to have consideracon
of,in tyme, most gracious Sovereigne, in tyme, in tyme, & to
geve them such favorable & comfortable answere to the same
as some good effecte & conclusion may grow thereof before
the ende of the session of this Parliamente, the vttermoste
daye of theire greateste hope, whereby this comon wealth
w'ch yo. High: founde to be Latericea as AUGUSTUS did
his, and by yo. greate providence is nowe become marmorea
sholde not for wante of this, yf god sholde call yo. High:
w'thout heire or bodie, be in more daungerous estate &
condicon than ever it was that any man can remember. True
it is that this suite is made by my Lordes not w’thout greate
hope of good successe by reason of experience that they have
had of yo. bountifull goodnes shewed vnto them & the reste of
yo. lovinge subiectes divers & sundrie waies since the begyninge
of yo. reigne w'ch I praye god longe to contynue to his hono.
w'th all felycitie.
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