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Rev. William E. Barton, LL.D.,
Lake street & Kenilworth Ave.,
Oak Park, Illinois.

Dear Dr. Barton:

Your letter just reoeived and I hasten to send you
a first a.raft of my lecture notes on John Wilkes Booth. These
notes are by no means complete as I have since written a volume
of fifteen ohapters not yet published and have greatly' added to

/the information about this man, facts tha.t ao.d to the conclusive
ness of the argument. But what I take it you want is to get an

idea of what the contention is and upon whs.t it is based and will
not wish to wade through fifteen chapters unless you beoome deep
ly interested in the subjeot in whioh case I might send you my
manuscript later and want to recommend a volume not out of print
but proourable from the author and perhaps you can find it ·in

,
your Publio Libra.ry - "The Esoape and Suicid.e of John Wilkes Booth'
by Finis L. Bates, Attorney at Law, Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. Bates
was for two or three terms Attorney General of the State of Tenn
essee, he is Legal Idvisor now for Henry Ford's interests in the
south, and he haa the most amazing story to tell that the annals
of crime can afford. He w&s the attorney for this man St. Helen
stretohing over a period of thirty-nne years. Upon the death of
this suicide Bates was sent for and came to Enid, had the body
embalmed or mummified so that it will be in a perpetual state of
preservation for identificf).tion. You can see it now in yuur own 1/.city by going out to RiTer View Park, Chicago. You will find a

man tliere l:ectur1ng on' the record, identificr-,tiont etc., and he,
by the W8.Y t has some oop1e�r- of Bates' book and I think he would
either sell it or lend it to you. As you have been for years in
terested in this Lincoln - stor�l, I think you would find it very
interesting to look up the fa,te of his murderer although it I aao s

you throu�h some of the darkest mazes of deception and villiany
and will 1ea.d you faoe to face wi th the fact that Anclrew Johnson j/
Plotted the whole thing in order to get the Presidency. #

,

I want you to keep this lecture until you .have en-

tirely satisfied yourself with it, but would aPPE8ciate it if at
the end of that time you would return it to me.

'Vi th best wishes"
Ever sincerely yours, ,

��11 {LA ,'VIA /,
CLARENCE TRUE WILSON
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A::m SUI CID·t( OF"

�TQ}ET i!;ILK}t�S BOO n: J

Olarence:'�rue Wil�"n.

.wet ..

11 'i ae; . Ci
-

v _ .. al d. f urt. n � I liv _. i_ _1'':'8 �

f princ800 Anne J Maryland, and beror-e the end of

.f' rt,,r, .' na r r-e veLl. d \'1 ... �r ·hr u It his youth in central AIT1.;rica,

�.LeXi o J and, ur gouthern �t +09. ne day -� I w�e ait�in- n hi

r r-bench, t .. · 1"1.: 1 g n - f my school bo ko , he euddeHly IGloked up,

called me by nly first. name, � ..;._ ..
,.; ._-, s· y r c t- Ing

Y f T,incoln's death?"

fI-"(ee," I replied, "my be ok s af.d that tinco 1'1 we.. a 1 oJ" 'by .j hn ...-r°l· 6

d fr I;: t'· b x J r �nz his 1 g in t'e fall, but

ruph'd aoroos the B�a�e ruld down to the ground f1 or, mounte· h

t" t B 1 r'

id \i 8. ermt tted to pass thru the Federal linea, and entering tbe

_ y a d i:ed f r f ur-

tti. J' safely acr 33 the rIve r into Virginie.., and finally

L(' '.L� 1 10 1': r'u a.l to eur-render the soldier's set i'ix'b to the building
alJ(t h" was ehot 'by oat n (i �1) tt".

tL:' I aj J J
!!

that the wh Ie thing is false. Booth was miles away when hi -1-. -

""

tragedy I have tlept thirty ni ht

Cer tl'a.l AIrier' � t r'an; r:n . .,.� 'n \..,� 1· '1.4-J 1.1 ;';1.I.l. , .... u. '.1. l • __ •• .I. 'J
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10 ··50"'::
.

ti� r).J

w tl� sai t t:� 8, but when ina,. If

o· U S1il'ita a. ba-:tery f ma.gneti em • we became BlJC[1 ft> J.. frie
..

0 ...

.I.
4- T 'ant him + n rJ.h "10 i'A.J.. . bu ·n •• to "1 n in
.., -

. . " ,

+ ti:r why he could. not agaf.n go into the statE!en! he gave In in ·.trict

c nih � n .. ' p...nc the otry " i his _, cap

i h aai .. ,
t kI l led the best man in the world anti. the teat fr�el1d f

ti e R th, nd n � T am under n aae ira ,(1 l . .lle; fL� tlv fr m �u tic�

1 t ad by all t.ho world J and of course J God could not fore! ve me since

TI1an Q ...u ch] ,.8 IT.

"lOY.iorl!" undc r 111uoh John Wilkes Booth 'IJ as overcome with gl'ie.&t, and

emed to af'fe c t hiE' heart, and brought n a ep s.em

i ""_,..
.... .I.. ..

single ..

I 711 'J-ot nay that tllis/con'y,eI'�ation thirty-five yea:::··n ag J

.! t 1 a -. d t . I[ J'!o t t e r in my lUind as an op on CJ.U e et ion, and

etc'Jrted thirty-five vear e of Ln t reet and led t p, r-hap s t:1.3J t many

C nver "ti ne and Lnv ,t..:..' ..alii r.e , and rTi thou t d ubt , the securing of

that n.an y v Lumes Villi ell I now OWL" Oil the TJi.:l cc l.r. tr v ,dy ·.1 .j hi' ri:;"k

I
�

�lie j d tLa:t. e cn.e tay I r";'oul(l know whatr e . t.i n t i t.,

becp..me of the mur-d ar-e r of 'Pl�E�sident Lincoln .. BU� after all there

yeal') f L t .r at· Ln tLe ..att l' I VI � I] ",il e e ro ly f'r the

nLl';uncement that carne to me r-e cen t.Ly ,

1 f ad eel by Virgil G.. Hint' haw of ,)1

f



ing of you the other day, r , Wilaor.• h�IN' ki; n. f J': In- interest

.

n tLo T
.

� !1 ... and ev l':-:Li21c" t.nat :pertained to the Lil coln

a I. ir.tietrati nand dea-th, and I wac. down .!.er j a· 11 ck e...!11 11_ 1 . 2' 1!l

�. 1,1. t -1 11-. ...x .. n,in :;,,_t 'be b ely f.j hn \ i1:. Boo th s th· murderer

f Abraham Line In. He had c01:1ni tted au L oi 1 e in ,:ai", ill

f c-ment ryac-undanc•

via. m ce al .. d ph t gr-aphs tht. t proved hie, i tendi ty, he d Led ,

hi 8 arr' v 1 he n t only id.enti fied the bodV f the dead mar. as that

t John Wil

tld:r'''L- - ne y .ar )' had corr e p nd.ed with him and had. h&Dl hil--1 hand-

W '.l..'

r��1ng, hie photo�ra h , . nd 1-:1 F\ confesai n i 811<.1
.

aken All ..:.1:. ell

The truth about tra edy r ohn VTilk �
... 'P.() t.h may �/.; t ,.., lr.e

ut f t11 .... at r-y f;- hn st , E ... len, the g ...n t.Leman of 1 � lrG Iiving in

Texas t-cwn s , and Oklah rna cities under different n am a, a n ew naTI!€! in

9.0 .. .:. ·Ll1c� J ..... y �cc mt
,."

.J!' th,..; tr. c;.ic o "n .. .cte
� at t' � F 'Y> t

-- .., �

Thea-+: ,... i1' the counties Qf lower Maryland and over the Garrett bRrn... ,

r t cae\_"; house J bett l' t.han t.he 0 no cte.... t ... rt e 0: th� f r tune

d t
• wh filled the :public mind GOrlS fifty YdarB ag

o ry 1€ .. rat!V I mo a t of tl'\ 1'1 ri th t an ug"" ti n f

f n f ctt!

At he t.Lme of the tnl.gedy the wh Ie oountry .aa filled wi til

reports about t.ne appe ar-anc It

:r ,. r: +. d +. t d ,. f h-
- ft .r � hA had hie leg sct by Dr. MU Q 0 sout ern

f,' aryland he got u:p in the it ct r' 0, e,b e: .. c

r z r J "'V d ff .. it?: nm t cn St.ill,•

vep he wa Be n, the aame hande om nn P- ac

ne f h
-

.

n th f 11 'Hng days where-

t��t laC al�ays �har �Gt r-



r the tapoe and elsewhere, anel even in the piclb,tres of the

fUo"!'itive u t. h

.... ,�
e h read tL + ry f 1

•
-

c '. t."... r � r" ·qyally lr risedj .

to :?irld the variegated faleeho de tat have dec rated th� nar.,_tiv f

1 0.e �tb · 1 bur-La...... r in' tance , tl:.e "undJ ..:r.

m t ri uely kept ut on the ,roni tor it. the center of the pot mac

n
� unfd _ ... t.. fi ._ by _ .. y 1 iemb .... :..'

.... �l "'Mirr. beat i J. li«; r f ,ssion",l ltre, and myateri.usly srnuggled

finally into thl �r�un�;
.

he ae ht e t.c ric tal_e re 81 ecifically

t _:-. r to b authoritative sources.

When the public demanded to know that bee n; t.he b dy

th ,hey',: 1'8 gr �V ly t. Ld t_.!;.· '., at n idn':' ,:""b t by c rder f the

S crEltary r' wal' two men wei ghted the body VIi th lead and tyir � a j.'oc'

ab u t 1. t s neck, ' UTC•. .d it. ir:, the midst f' the P t. na.c RiV 1': ne "er

t b seen again. Thor i re pictures of this ecene in books and

magazine circulated �v�r th- count�y. some Amc.ri can hiat rj an

have even t ld it gn:wcly with illuetj·ative pictures.

Anothsr equally grave stfJry Wa.R t 1<1 f' the body beil:g taken

t m:'dnight, dumped int a t.r' ncb dug ut n f'r-ont f t.he 010_ ueni

tentiary on the drill ground, and while the rain had been coming d wn

:f' r day J th! . rt 'llery a -d red ut t ". }cl· v e r t.he 1'i Id f fty

t'me so as to bli terate the last posei(lIe t 'ace of the 'ourt a 1" .o c

f J hn ,ilk ... B oth3 hf.Le the OIr"_th is that d o tdv Baker, with ne

a.se! tant, lifted a atone sLa.b from the ground floOl'; of one of the

c 1] of t.he peni terltic..ry and wra1,ping th� 'b iy. 1...1 an a.rmy blahkE�t

b�r1ed it th re, filling the hole with earth, putting the at n b ok

; 11 pLae ) tl en piliu g m:pty b xes into tIle vacarrt room as bef'cr-e J

a to bl:'t·-=r�t� e.ll trace; and the secret was kept invi late for

eVelJ. year's, \i[;,e:(J. the gcver-nment desi r sd t o rem ve t_� _

1--, i3ing and



- ct the :pl' � n t "9.r· C 1 e ee on t-he si toe, in 1B72 gave the body back

t the friends, as thfay did th R
. f t.he "be I' C '1 k':'1' t 1'3 lfrs. sur-

r tt., e\.i 'P �y- e P �'!""ll, :;1,vicl or.!., IT r ld J and George A. Atzer tt,

the four f llow o n apd r-a'tor-a J who ':ver::} hanged t avon incoln'

d .... t.h ,

m':d such CQ l.f '1 n ·n 1'1\.;: ";li t.ht nke 1::- has diac.YJretl the

truth ught 0 have th9 right t ttlll his story. It might bril:g

1"�1 �,r ., ... s cha ,.. and .ini L. Ba+ec haG a at,cry f interest ar.. d1.4:'" . ,

the ry that ia consistent and he has a rec rd for reliability that

makes hiE'· word worth while. I will let him tell hir 7n at r�.

Seven yearG after thi£!. date the gove rnmerrt wanted t t.l,ke" wn

offered the bodies of the culprits buried there t their

r � ecti� D "1'am � s ,
rf r .d t.he h r"y

v ·Jet.' y bu i d as J hn wi) kea Booth, 1 t. was something f an �mbar-

r 8ement to t l .. em �Jlr th In th. r ncl at. Lea t ne

en ..akiz: g
.

_crin1 g .... B .ach year t the west 11: connecti n wi th their

theatrical t.rips, to meet an 2t p at. the same h t �l f r- weeks wi th

tlie ffiyaterioua mtn f th, plainee

\'ev .P� they v;erA game and sent an undertaker and aome lllen

down to Washi!] gt n , and E w·' n B t C_.1e hi ill '1-1 f t tLe c' t�1 b t

"tt �t appea�ing r 1 . 1ng at the body. They let the government

Xhur:ie the r6111ains and in the pr-esence of' an undertak r from Balti-

m r and ne in !a�hi�gt TI, with �r. � rd .p F rd' s Theater f'ame J

a!u hie l:iece and three or four others, that the t p f the box 'Wa

r moved and vari un men wh had kn vm :B oth i "'\ life 1 k�d at the.1..1.

b dy, and eOD"!e then and there, and others 1 ng after, declared that

it in n way rea mb l.ed .1 hn V:'lk G 'D. th. some on� eug�eRt d that
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i t \'!c��ld be interesting to examine the broken le,!� rrh".')Tl one took

h Ld f th« b t f the righ+ 1 �'6 to pllll 1 t -Pf and the Le came out

in the boot. They were both throvin ba k into th ' b x together.

a·l gre n tr..i; t ry, but t.ley un 1'1. ttingly :pr v by und ti.5.bl""

eVidence. tl':at thip.. was not John Wilke Bo.th, for in the hou ee they were

pulling the ri gbt boot ff nd to tbis mf.riube s the right b t .!.. hn

e th, which was en the braken leg and which had t be cut ff

by Dr. Mudd and had b€:9n u aed as evidenc in the t.rial f the c n-

e
..... .:.l'at raj 8.B _.n("' is still exhibi ted in t.he war DBpti.rtmellt a.t wash

in5t n and can be seen th8re t dayc

By o rd r f t.be faL':'ly, a barrel f Cluick lime e,G then :p ur-ed

ver the r-emadns in thie, box, the box was sealed up and taken to Green

Moull t carnetaI7, Eal tin: re ,
. n" lJ1�ri _�d Ln a c rner

.. f tl:-- 1 t whe r-e th

B ot.l:. fnnily ill nument eto d '& Though the name of John Wilkes Booth

naa never appear-ed n this m nument t t.ne r \�'�B 6:. or nz medalli n

attached t tto m numQnt with the�e striking li�oeJ cowJdtted to

mem ry by Rev. Harry Dawson Mi tchell, 11(1 o1':'J. ce givan to me.

"Bebold the sp t whe re eniUG Ii s ,

o or � tecr �h n tal nt di S,

Of trag dy the Might at chief,
Hi- power to pleas sur�a eed b lief.

Bic Jacet, Matchl se Both."

Bu t ju�t ab u t the ti- .e tra t .John st .. 1iplen departed this life

at Enid, Ol:lain. ma , 1903, this brQnz medalli n was rem ved fr n: *b

ffiOl'mInent at Baltimore azd i t s sentim:ant arid meBoa.ge would proba.bly

e a 11 te of it and o 111mi tted it to r iemory,

Tb Y
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OLJ THEORIES WONT WORK.

We need n ew theo�� If _. t can 0 ... f· und \ 1 ich wiL 8-000l nt

r t' '_ .:'act f t� ab uett ou :plot, for the particula.rs L1 which

fou.r people were hanrred and four sent. t.e IJel1:ttsnt.iary J th .e c ... :l.l'1ee f

D. an "Jy whic' ;I an who rTa,a simply to capture Mr. Lincoln and take

11 -111 t· Richmond, where he was to be held a a a 1 as taJ. u::t;_l xhang

cCOtl1t of 11 w two men CQuld

safely ride through t�e city which was guarded by a mil·tary watch

anG. wh se bridges were under thQ ohttr�e of een t.Lr.e.l.e , and how the

Cl"iiLunala J Booth and Herold, could induce the soldiers gua.rdfng th�

bri�� to call assistance and hQist up the �ate, letting the murder-

er of Lincoln through t saf�ty, 01 t stopping fiv minut�a leter tho

1er of the h ree in pursuit Qf Herold to recovsr his atolen animal.

rrhie one hon e s t man was tu rn ed back. If one under-t.akee to -. ade

th1"l1('\" "

- - ... I. �
',.

T'-, 'l' Z� .�-.......... ?"' f contradietion, or sa purpose, and r(�st:(acti n f

the professi nal detecti ve s , f r tun e ;1UTit rlO and sen a t:L na,l stQry-

, 11 j Lned in the 'pur u-· t of Booth, and even followed through

tlk. V lUr1138 f schola.rly historians wh have nee ar-nf.n .... a.n 1 =,., t .... r· ry

ak'l to d.a : en couu seI by W 1."d3 wi til u t, 'Hi dO:l! J he will feel thatit

i f3 time f r the f'a."?ts to come out or to call for t.he Lnventi 11 of

One sifts the evidence, 'bent n the sentimental aim f xonez-at.Lng
Mr

• Surratt, the first woman hanged by a Fl-:der�l Jury, so as t

vii (iica,t h0r name and f'ame , and moo t facts can be 'Viarped or i zn red

to ard this d fen as

A210t ,... i� h rrifL,d at t�e converging li�'7J7c of evidence that

i n licatea Andre\v Johnson in a gull ty knowledge of the whole '010+ $



ct 11 Y til!l ugh the death vf' Lincoln.· S Dewitt w rL t.ea an elaborate

v lume to trv to �:i \!S t.ha't fri nd f EO th and of all tL.J ot:l.U 1 c n-

r-a , wh drank wi t.h EO th on the night of t.he tra.gedy J and had

him in hL�J room a.t various Lme �ba t day J allll wno be, ...y ne d.a t hav

hi .. r-s ut. .�, '0:1 r e su :Jtice.. tJi9d : hence 'Dewi t.t wri tea a. auppo aed history

to rent HiLum a eoto that coarce and d.runk�n h

mer t r ;.uire 1 t ,

Th lirJ)o� �ioi11 to,' of this author' a r.mception f things will be

ilJ.dicated, when one findA tat Douri tt accJ:l!>t·_ t.he �". ry 'f t.l ... 1 ca:ptul"l

t n .J: '3 b".lr:�in6 arn Solid. tL:.� death of the un1d.enti'f.'ied man 1;.'1 que atI n ,

but u-:::cler-:a.kea to deny to the br-ave t, anc t.;lP. moe t unr el t", h a

a,.-f3igneL t the �ureuit f ooth, the man begged his

o r:lLanding offi oar to let him go into the barn and orin":'!" t'jlq .,i; �JS p-

out, t. d 11 thrioe r ·fU$3 - d , at co. .. exp aed t the fir,,3 f t-he

c Ipri ts \vithin until hd saw this armed desperado in tho act r.f

chargj.{l'":; the .001' wh .1"e he kr:.evf hie c mmanc ... 1' weuld be killed., when

Baton corbitt fired the fatal shot. But Dewitt elaborately writea

a volu.ne t( �oldi 1st ·:_:ctl nri �T

f' ht:'ng th e war through as a volunteer, f any h ilor connected

with the affair, by trying to �rove through a �eries or f.v�riah

aut 1 1,1 h i 1 fl 1 t" � t.has urn ti nn and fralJ.ti c r st.or IJ?1.. uris :leS 1.18. v BoO �

'�irecl the oh t himself and was a Rui aide, leav'; ng t;c rbi '. . pre t-end r ,

the war. He .�"{ aa a. 1";3:Ii 81 QUB fanati I:}, the kind t.ha t. mar tys a.re ',11 e

�h e e wh ! ad,n tail1 thed at

v· rtue of his life, would rsally kno..i that Boston corbitt would have

u ��r d his t n �e __ ,Pull (1 I uc by th roots r 'I uld nave burned

t t:J. at.ake baf' re he wou Ld, have deviated ne hair-Drr3adth from the
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9'.1l<poeed to 'L .rchn Wilkes Booth.

Next to the unlinli ted 'Vd,:5 -

::::vpehenai n e tlnij_ .:'a seh od' that

} 1e 'arrativJ f the pursuit f Lincoln's assassin,

in the pel""siatent and 'Nell-nigh:t univ8�s'1 trac.l: ti.

a I did Laa t week, to T. B., vhe r e Booth made hi.) aecond to
... , t- Lk

wi -- h c '

.....
r.

'Tl'.eYl ' '1 'J wh 11 -:r �.
n th hou t"o

• ._ •• __ v ... �
- "'l .;)

hi flight and y u will g�t t.he same st ry; a belief that some other

Ver al ng h", tp�:"l into Virginia, ask anybody what the baliet is

and four ut f fiy wil' ,ox;,r,)�3 t.he faitl:. �ha t B of.:-: t eaped ,

� .. centl.: I met 1.Y1 'tT W �l:lelardl a Bishop known for intalll3ct,

n,--cie.L.....,_.&..· • ".... •

1 t h h..
'
.... 1,;J.:i:l"vlOn, ano. o Le a.r JU( gmen , w 0 as ne,7A!, been kn vm to adv cat

t� n s ,

l Up

"�hat wnYe , T tb 1spen� my yout� there," wan �9 rep Y.

t

"It �vae very generally believed and aaser ted that he eaca ed nd yra�

n �', the ms n ell t b -n o } ya t·eri

T r � 1. d , "VrheYl moat crin.inals are ah t iJ..1.1d buried, they are throu�hJ

the r hn Wilkes Eooth tradi ti n still p e r at ats in VirgL1ia,
West Virginia an (1 tl1r gh tho s 11 tln"1 �l t t V ....xi e i t.lat � trav�

..

h .'O _, ., f.) and afo t v .... :p· th&'t tr'ail, £topping a week at a time.u''''

and tho:' 1 h-4 pe lJ . \' ..... en tort ':'�'l....
.

In w�uld not let the tradition die.

ThAre in no dOU'Dt b .4 t'
r.

t f +.J.. b + 1a ou I.J ne .t, a : 8 e a mya cer-noue o ...ar-ac ,,' r unuer

as umed names 'Ili th a. "brok .... n leg 11 -t· :� .... t healt-1d j makLn 9' his way in a.

southwe�ter'ly dLr-ec t.Len through the varLoue states, bu s eBp�cia 1 p

co'�try lac ,cr)� ing th
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Indian Terri tory, minglinv Vii t thr trlc � un td.L he f ':.'lRlly ()
_ came

ana ciat..,d with the Apachee tribe, 'bec0111ing the friend of its chief

an far Ii

1 though his safety was aeour-ed and the kf.ndn e en of t

Ba] til" r._ rit t Cl'at and actor could not accustom himf:l ..... l:E' to the

haUD ts and hab! t e f fo"" kLnd.r' . ..,u

dr_w t.he 11 mee o"!: iv11ized man.

We finu him at �ebraaka city, Nebraska, were ha i� in��rt i� d

L th_

oV':3rland the supplies of the uni t.ed stateaf-' '=ltA,s for hau.i2'lg

+-'en .I • .;.'
.\,; .he

..." ..,-

.: ..... .J. i f 18126 I

th name f J sse T� Smith, Booth is hired as a t.eameter ,

In spea.king f hf.c di ·�ill"':U· shed dr· y r s

t: Booth.

, hile he �VaG a good driver nn las fau:, in hand, h8 did r.. t h v th

01
.

�ht �pt '\r-' 'I wledg of hnw ... h rrie a hi t8am or even now to hitch.I. \,;

th .... m to a. wagon, but he waG the Ii f'p f the CfUT� a.t .... -ht an," r. n r·

it grpeabl tl. tIne· r th U:':J'ht or di""chargi::"" him for ign r-ai C

in thi� reop""ct, that he was never ab l,e to hi tet tl hl.,� �m t�8..m,

t. r ,
__ �

.

v _ r

T m self would much .t"�ther do this than to give h�m up, 1'1 ee- unt

h' He \oul

r cit ha. ...

speare's poems, plays, et!., and tell of hia travelt.=:' yhjoh

re l"na_ h ng Salt Lake lJity, vrhere they would see

t-he artilY officers, th5.: my s t riouf:: lriv e f' left hi. '. . agon

It has b26U proven that

he avoided recognition by



11-

tc �" ... 3franoiaco, vIuar:.; he met hf.a rnother and Junius BrutufJ Booth, his

i i. th e.:�ce H 'v� •

_ t tl S n, y a l:;w �T ... r s af' ter ..&..' •

• _.l.l,· pi node t at .rr" Treadlesll

:purchased a b ok tla t told the story of the a13Ra si".1ation ,f
. rf:.sid nt

At the fir'st glance of this picture, Mr" Treadkell was sur i

hi;'" �i'1ing in S�P1 Francisco and Freano on tha.t ':la�tern

re�t T durin� th� winter of 1868 in Lexington, Kentucky, going by the

._ 0

c .,

t 11 ng he bAlieved him to be John Wilkes Booth,

... ..

'tl:d ··1' aee '1_1 , Tex,· R, ·L.e:.1 he later moved to BIen

ROBe \Ulls and a.e sumed the name of .John ST.• :qe .... en n ur'JhCtoed a

.,

1.. tora in t t r-em e t aet t.Lemen t, ]J solu J � qu r wi thou:t a.

licp."""'e""J..i.O
, and had. to emp l.oy a Lawyer not Otlly to fret him , t. f .Lha

+
v ut

11 tL.. TT- _1 t :.' t t tP a as (jour • He retained Mr. Finis L .. Bates, and

la",c�r C3Q'1 ...f'e ...." oa,- � , -I- ,. ,Jo . ':! '

\..I a 1i- i t.ha nJ.. 3 t>rue ::amJ as Joiu i!'ilk 0 B'- 0 t.l # t· ... �

': of Abr ;-':'s.1Y: T�j :'100111 told. ho\r; 113 escaped after th9 deed which

robbed the ';.�rr.l�lt.'· o� -I _., n e cLz d' '"',. 4- 1 t'-_ .. \.u. �,;.. t i1 �nl .A.J.. C v ne f Al r',

T""n n u l' '.3S� i1£V" i n nd mad e hili-Belf a fugi tiV�, depriving
tht,., stage of tl e greatest ac tor- t}l'� t the Al' ::lri can n 01'.1. 'tiY' err' ha r ....

In c nfc "1 n �. -xnl�!��� h w �� Ale t for a night at

the Garrett .�reCli.: ence J e endLng Robey and Herold back OV8J' the Ea :pa-

in!'l' to Willia.m Lucar! J a coLcred ma..H who had brought him concealed to

l.ft r ])ro.,;u·"l. OJ th3�a it. t v L el· ,ere to g t( B W in(J'



and secur-e him a pad r of Gl1080, aG the boot which he "yore had

0' t 'hey remained at BOviling Gr:3en and ti e next. du.y r'e turned t

Booth had been. called for and ftl'rnif!hed a hor-ne

-" .

.... - -in�, up i th k':.d�r. 1 soldiers and t.hene men t.hought, it wan b.:.et

to get Booth as fa� try the T.si as ro��iblA. 11--; P i tL h: f r-:.,r
.(11-
.l -.

\ � ':'lc a .. Tha t iii c:;ht T er ]. nd pobery, finding their chief gone

on, asked the privilege of at th c:....rr,.... tt1 J but the out ern

h f t __ ':'s hen: red J. Lily was r-e actdn to lind t , as they DHgll

b gan to suspect their gue e t a , but i'in,:,,11," c nsent e t alli. \f
' .... .l.e .....�

in ,--,,1 ':; "".L" o.
__ � Ln t' .8- t o "U'_�•. C -",",... .p, Y> 1"'>Y' ,r a "" 0 .� • .., cr-ib nrovd dJ.' ngt.;;

_ .:. I
__ _ V l..l' u.' t;;;' J _. J••• _... \I C-\ ,.; J..Io..i, -.... .. ,\.1 v .&.

theT �ould 30nsent to be lock8d in for the nighte

• -'e p 8S sed
•

'P
_ 1 . ."

roei ty f G(:l:.era,l Grh,n t who alo':red the CO.clfederates to keep, .l-h::dr

n rae �pieca; they themselves 'iveD tout l1-:,avily ar: ied to alee

in r·ze ..

B
ugit-I. e

.1r. Garr'ett told them tm t t.hs men had taken to the WOOdB t,r.:,°Y fl "I

f �o did not tell them where the Ken were. JtH3t then a

ooda �ut two of them had come back at te. o'clock

t �"
- t.I ...



wed fi
....

: t,

r::.-?, =ed to CO:19 out until the barn waa fired. vrhen he f� rang f

1 �hat la':d him low. They myet er-L OUB main of 'the :plains states

that thi� w ":10t

check 11 a canadian bank

or; as t'l'le 0,./..,,1 Y...
.. ....

, meanf3 of' idr:>�:·� .D_"
catL ·n as tl eaastn of

"he_l I 0 J.� tl i:"1 story I de te rndn ed , if po e a.lole, to Locate the

man who t·'{�_) � °11 d t' h ..o'.p-l-' , ..

........ u k:t e' nr ou 0' .l', c,;- a.x y- 1"'8 rao
...

a a a , I iac v

kU po r-c the name o:.Z' :-.00.... ar d. wanted to see if i"t wae ficti td ou e ,

Turning to the trial of the cO�Apirator , -L'cu:-:1 t'our diff'�pelt

there. CO t suL ting wi th a ..1ethodi!'-3t

t'.at o :.-trY-3" - 2. _ rn cd .1 re are s r 3!'
- 1; Y f'aa i11 B in t.he:t '

c untri va traversed by Booth. Turning to the volume wri tten b;r

h' ,... or '�o1 1.8 took him CD hie O�� horse to the poto�ac River, ut lim

!.. 6� rv' • _ hawr' t-

truthful story of the who l.e t-ranna.rtLon , I find tl.la t

he to �r 1: I�er- o.!.· t.h __ ':-

.

r ·�o oJth the fire� night, arid who l,3ft him 011 his hand s

so th�:\,t !l_c, III �o a r' "'6 r river' _.:.r.."_ .... cur'._ h_J !� who � _lh� ce

This man who ae cur-ed the a.I d of (JaJltain Jett -and

nd is never heard of again.



-' I-� �
�...

oJ cr.:_:pt.i."'··l f the man w.no: ..was killea. by B08ton oor-

r. T (1 u.y ,
" .:. a tI

been a tiva.ted by him as one of the mos t ho apf table and gen-

ial fellows he ay j ;..- .. ,
• 'u

.

0'. 9 t�ler:p � an" xeLaf.ma , t'Ho�'l oftei1 I have seen

hf.m trike a tragic atti tud. :1

, t e ::J; 11:36i·.�
01" w�_.

'The aspiring youth 'who
tIl. V _ S in ram tl

.

t f;
V it

,;:) !'l sad f l�l C! o' nt re and death and n eve r oub ted it ur til

1869 when livin� i� Tat� 0 untys '1.3 _YJ n...., ",out du

a 1 " ..,.. -lo' t � - ,.

.•
. OJ.. -: lffi ne '.,I .J De 11;\. 11' of the KU Klux Klan run out of Arkansas

r by P 'w1ell clayton' B mili tj· � tic f :lo�. 11

t �-.... 11in t l' t J hn es B.ooth was

1'1 t ki� � � but made his' .. scape , apen t a ah rt whil L: "1exie ith

ar- . .i. but vot ...:to t 1) ·.ub 0" i 1
. .,

,8 saved
�

y.... 1. oJ

r a 01'" f th fact that hu I a a. catholic. Tl.t men Sv t:ed tha+J

dUr'u:" h :1 L: i il �
t,;

He also told the story of how BoothC t.h lie pri (tt'<r

scapecl a.fter the a eua ai . t.: 11 �n t .. .1. torJ colncided re�i

, .

t _1 i' ....
1 n t" cunfession, ev n tt

the cro8sing of the .':ifisiss1pni at

_lr.i.t JI an

'H rc1 rr.?t .runLue .!:)rutuf' Booth and hi!) nother in san ]'raneiBco�
,

i

':'lk ... tL as
.

n I Lt� i an '7' 81":-("1 t ry, and may explain hi s

before r'�Jhing lis do�tina�ion. So h':'L :!:.J e tLn
'

_
i r-!

y
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A.ain we" ca't ... hi.m at texington, r"entuck, 11 e om
...

u... l

-:!1 1;y f,r.
-

.....J

1 i -

...

1"1 i "11'..' '6 q J. ; "
...

' l8N,? ...
·f i:.J -.1'

•

t
. ., .

t d
. � 1 � • •

... ..t- - .L. �.L. 'r
,_._, ),11 lin:-: 'C �.J... Y i:A.{3 Q.Uu.lll e \: � \.IJ.1 .b ltD. �

. Bat at J.J.L.. t 'T
"

11&."",

Y G",.1. ral J.ke

Colonel 1- � 7T• ocnn : ly J a i1 tin'-';u ... hod n wr-pap ..., .

an , ha:

ri"tten ver hi'" 0'.7"".1 i natur an indentification of J L.ll Wilkes

.:_, th a the j.r- ! .. he saw in , 3 t '\Tilla ., OIL m x ,G .. rOlf P, t.1Ir,

1 r L tell .p hie be':'n.
.....

in til. "Pi :� �'. i cic Hotel b l-:l.l�- room. at For',k....

Texas, taL.lng 'With General Albert 1"r J th ... fa.rr. J.

J. d'p t; on;

.d �emple Houat 1, the y u�ge3t Bon of Gen-r�l o�

.L 1. _ •

�y Lone �h�rlock, editor of tne �hronicla r clayburn.

UD hi_ p 1, ntis J :hi I'ac e as \1 hi teudt nly t.nr

1
_ ike 0011 d not at. vr r t· i� ex �i t J118;. t

t ,

10 v ... �d. _ rT.I.:.l� ·ly 'oout ti.ia my. t ..ri oue mal': who atroear'ed to

.. .

6.1 ... a.D,l1ri ti n J a; .. d. \Hl.G rtScomlized a

p t L". C

It may b r int r t

r Bo t.h ,
- d: hi � t. ...3 and :h A h had h d hl. full and �� mp.l.e t

C r..f i II t Batee, and. emp L yed him as hi:1 at.to rney , a reLati 11

th�t exip� d f r thirty- r y ar-�

.c advf.L

i; 1 ra"o .. Fro:n tnenee to rresJlo, oo..lifort.ia, if; n e xt ici .Lt"fi
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in r t :ike iL c � l � . y \1i th

w. �on�J.elly an o the r di tir gu I ahed men ,

Fr 11 F' r �'orbh h .. chan ..

� nt s n··'� ..v ·0 �eo.!.· .....
e

h',., ,..,
... i:l .. c rri t rv: t... n h

... J.!

y '.:1 tl e y iar 18<]6, playing the rol E: of a gen t.Leme. 1. ,. I: r

ml Le s ... r011. He ... lJ,JSY, boarding at t.h A11' tein HotAl.

1

publi :'hed at El RAn HeeI'"i erat , . n

C ·aunt in tl �. t r avLd E,

"1 a 1 S .�. th ut . r � 'rel1g

l� �j. tta":""':i he lllstti-lle 8 r'" -rlily bv the1 no

1 am ;; f S1 .. nd.s , rho � ere to eo a.rc hdm for the r-en t of tho hou �
•

m
... - y v(;

-40.

��un�l minirtqr� �id his �ife, and for some mo�thG at this place
4'

�nev � � thn � 1 �ht�ul a
... 1 I.. of 11 v' n c» u d P t.he s £ � roof

t r!:U.&..ti� and interef:1til g p ,r· anali ty they ever 3u,W',

r�phi 6 in tL0 bi (�.o.l, of April, 1902. Three women �ere in

the hOUe.6, and calling t.hem he told of his illnes8. He held a

While hold.i:rJg t.he mirror, he exclaimed,. "stay woman , stay. This

me .

�enger of death i'1 my � 'L•• st and desire to �ea t�. curtein of

death fall upon this last tragic act of mine," whinh c�EiQnate

, 1·'

th

.,
V' 1J. ,,�

. �



--1 �i ...

n t b- i�v- vou would do �lything to injure me.

i '. 't evqr Occur to you t.he.t T � .... .J,..'", •

I� • ......... vl. .

T ki
-

e the b S"v tr. 4-."'\ .vcr i ...

• o,;.1.� .. am .TohIl alke Booth. H

ny , • oCt
1. or 1.Y

� corn Le t e at.e.t.ement of )[u traged.y, hi� escape, an! t. � 'l mo r se h

.,

aYl" !'
.

_
�

•

'f r
....

�! as (l __\.iLS 0. t ;.
�

_ �.tv'U Ie f incol

..
,...
... .

T'1'�7 FIne v:a.e loo1:h,g at t.hat., she repl' ��d, 11 I

h r hUf�ba'.:.d who Le the pae i.er of t.he congregati one.I rG1 reb.

t.
.... r 'cue man who conf'e aeed hiTtiS81f to b J John Wilkes rooth" c.les" i d

h·. changed biG name f'r-om George D� Eyan t nav rl Ii"

�

cu_ t1. n )� _.. 't:.!Lt

rninter of houses. Al though he -painted au tone hOUAH ancl

Ln u ch en ._/ in, h .;

..,:,. 01�::C ,olL....i-e a. men th to keen the announ cemen � in t.he

.iv -l'�v n

., 90('"1.J... 1"':,;



C1 _.
I ..... _-.......

:r>eLQVed. from Fl F i . 'lAl' 1._ t ......

t -. t 1; .

r v 1 t to t.he 1'1 tel e-..I.C.:;. i er;tifi t".. d t.he man

� tl.. reBid n t of El He:i.l.O .'1110

�. e a :: hn . ·_11 ,
. r..il e 1> .... 0

'
c in the room

W_ n h die and he r��_'ated hi}:� confef!.sion to the hol 1. l?ro�:ci 1" �rs

a d 4-l: o t.l, .... r 0

lR thiH: . hen tl,l� city' of Enid ;lao a.ll ex oi temf�n t- ai,
- c.,...., � were....

"�ino' in e
""" '

....vet .Jri u s ';an
..

'

0 on ..:e:;G'd J.. cein , t ';)
V I. V

th pro�ident, among t19 int !re�ted s,ectators wa a

11- 11 wr ir. (;f1UY'Cl ci r 1_ a as a i sf or

:r l' .1-, r � t
""'
r E:: 1. :,r '! l::'r.-· list, tiho had no td ced this li�yater-

i u e t.r-anzar cr-owd e V loa v ·�,':'l1gb.

a ",his s.y ...
p at. r

"1

u
L �or-t. 1";. C rb t t , .V.t10r�3 name had gone ir.t

1:1
- L tibr:'l in connection ;1 tr th, C'� t r � of t.ne r all Y'

..... v

..
'

,.., t l' v� i B t.c rJ t _

.

'1\, )1' r y 6X� tt. r f the b ... e t book

on the assasainatj .1'1, he said, lqph ·t will VOl) d

.. t Ler'3 1.} the _ tcn.,-::.c; :lve r n a !u:::.': to r , and

fill' Ily buri ed in the old J)dt...! t �·n tiary, and. wl.loHfJ body i eo t.n

o ., I?"�

t I' 11 �r u 1 tr v-

\"r 0 "L....:. ..

," h
'"l. • "'. f f

,... .

I r." n 'V�
•

f as a mye t.e rLoue st,raHger J.l1.cung r-on. 0' ric er s , cover=

t ,at '.I., wa .h:o "nil. p )ooth," and who e e body La still p�rfeetly pre-

�erVed for nd n+ fice.ti n()r! r_ e �ow n indetificati n

i"" """:tc. P'
'-'

p oth, who is it? I caLi tell youi
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\ no t II � 11 n \': as w ho as
-

.o t 1 y r rbet n 1 .. }

T) r o 'l "t,' t The man who sacaped c Le.Lm .d con-


