



























































Caloutta, India.
15th. Oat. 1914,
Mrs. W. H. Brainerd. Ph. D.
Wellesley. Mass,
e A
Madam,

I have come to hear of your doctor's thesis on "The Influen ce
of Petrarch on the Elizabethdan Sonnet” and mist confess that my ou rio
sity has been exaited to le2arn ths new facts you must have emhodied
in your paper. |

I should like to know whether you have printed your paper. I€
80, may I request you to instruct your publisher to send me a copy |
together with his bill, which I‘promine to clear by the next outgoing
mail by which the book is received?

If it is not in print and if the Gost is not prohibitive I
should like to have a typewritten copy of t:e paper. If you kindly
let me know the cost plus postage and registration, I shall be glad
to remit the money and the work may be commesnced after it has besn
rececived. Kindly excuse the liberty I am taking,

Yours tmy ’
Addrcss

/ﬁlwzd.lﬁ]“‘
Profo He Q. Hookerjed. i i
City College. _

1 & 2, Dehi Serampore Rd.

Calcutta, India.
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Upland Road, Wellesley, nasa.,rﬂ. 8. 4.,
January 7, 1915,
Prof. H. C. Mookerjee, ’
City College,
Caleutta, India.
Dear 8ir:

I was much surprised to have an inquiry forﬁmyfﬁhosia from
India, I am glad to put it at your disposal if;précttcal
means can be found.

I% has ne#ﬂr been printed, and it is so extensive that a
type-written copy of the whole would be quite expensive, as
I remember the present copy cost me $3Q to $40 (6 pounds to
8 pounds) and it does not imeclude all the notes and appendices.

I am enclosing an epitome, which I made a long time ago,
of the whole, Perhaps you can judge from it what parts inter=-
est you or might be worth your while. I shall be glad to have
any parts type~written for you. In the present’atate of
over-seas commerce, 1 scarcely like to trust my one copy %o
the post. It has about 40,@00 worde now type-written.

I want to tell you frankly.that I think it efveéy uneven
value., It was written eighteen years ago and one learns much
in that time. Until recently I have kept up with most of the
new literature on the uﬁbject and I have seen no reason to
chanze the conclusions contained in it, yet I could not give

it to the world, or to any scholar without some cautions

and reservations.




(2)

Chapter I was taken largely from second-hand sources. .
That 1s, I did not see original MSS of the Italian sounds
neor even early printed versions of many; The theories of
origin of the forme I took from Biadene, "Morpologia del
eonateo nei secoli XIII-XIV." (Roma 1888) and Cesareo,

"La Poesia siocillan, aétto’gli Suevi® (Catania 1894),

I st1ll believe all I have written of the sonnet before Pe=
trarch but I should want ysara‘of study in Italy before
assuming authoritw for it,

The part aﬁout Petrarch is first hand work and safe enough
but rather young. It needs enriching with a wider know=
ledge of contemporary literature and art. ' :

" The gx#at gap in the logical treatment is the absence of

any discusesion of Italian sonnets afterlPatxarch. There should

]

; . e L
be a full study of the humanistic work to trace the indirect
; ! ; ; \

ssources of Petrarchiam influence on English work. |
Chapter II is, I think, quite safe. It was daneiin the

British Museum.and Bodleian and is entirely first hané‘ It

18 not brilliant nor mature in ite literary Judgment. None | J
of the book is. A= ' ' ‘\\ J /
Chapter III ie the morct thorau*h and original part og t e 5\\

work. I set out to see every sonnet printed in Englanﬁ
before 1600. I saw every book listed in the Stationsra
Register for those years, of wWnich a copy was in thQ Boala-

ian or the B, M. and found many stray sonnets, dedzcﬁtoxy
_ : v \
\
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(3)

etc. in addition to those in the usual bocks of poetry and
fiction. I have the rhyme-gchemes of all of these. I
think my conclusions in thie chépter are final,

Chapter IV is good encugh as far as it goes but it needs’
a fuller knowledge of humanistic poetry of Italy.

~ I'trust the above wili be useful to you. Please ask me

for any further information you may desire about it.A : 4 ég
really éager tb put my work to use if any body intarested'can
find value in it, ‘ ‘

I greatxi regret the delay in answering your letter; a long
hillnese,has kept me from writing thie winter.
1 am,

Yours very truly,
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