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I and does not apply to the present time. Seoondly, he 

I adds that his words referred to one single seminary, 
and, in that seminary, to one single professor (" un 

• professeur isole "). Third, he adds that this cxtr!torrliri­
ary professor was deprived of his functions by episcop:tl 
authoriLy. Thus the story reduces itself to one black 
crow, and that a plucked one. His letter !S addressed 
to a friend, but tho Abbe Duchesne courtem1;;lv allows 
me to publish it. It is ,is follows (the itali,'~ are in 
the origirnl): 

" Sir-You ask me what ought to be t,hought c,f a 
strange assert.ion which has been published in En:\"hnd 
on the strength of my name. It is stated, using my 
name as an authority, that the impeccability of tl1e 
Pope is cmrently taught in France to theological stu­
dents. The truth is as follows: Some years ago, the 
doctrine in question wrus, in fact, taught in one. 
seminary, and by onr ~ingle professor, who has since 
then heen deprived of his functions by the episcopal 
authority. At the time when this teaching was heing 
given to the young ecclesiastics of X., some persons, 
much grieved, spoke to me about it, and I shared their 
asLonishment. It is possible that I gave expresc;ion 
to this in a private letter, for I do iil-Ot believe that I 
stated the matter in any writing intended for pub-

1 lication. 
' " There would be little reason in concluding that this 

opinion was current upon the strength of a case of 
isohted abberra1 ion. At this moment I know of no 
teaching el':tablishment where this ridiculous <lvetrine 
is put forth. I can affirm that, it accords m no sort 

]
' of way with the sentiments of the Fr-::inch cler~y, who 

are profoundly devoted to the Holy SPe, but sufficiently 
l enlight,cned in their devotion not to compromise them-

selves by claims that are absurd. 
" Pray accept the assurance of my roost cordilll 

esteem, "L. DuCHF.~NE." 
The Abbe Duchesne informs met.hat he derived this 

information as to the teaching of the 1mpcccabi!.ity in 
this solitary ra.se from third persons, whose narnt:s l:e 
has forgotten, and tliat he has also forgotten the name 
of the professor concerned. 'l'his circumstance, very 
natural aft.er 1 he lapse of years, obviously closes 
the path to further investigr,tion. No one will dream 
of questioning for a moment the absolute sincerity and 
good faith of the Abbe Duchesne, and we are deeply 
indebted to his prompt courtesy in throwing light upon 
his words which have been so monstrously abased . But 
we have not, of course, any guarantee of the infalli­
bility of his informants, and without names we have 
no means of satisfying ourselves how far they may ~or 
may not have l,Jeen misinformed, and without the name 
of tho professor we have no chance of knowir,g bow far 
his teaching may or may not have been misunderstood 
or misapprehended. Such, then, is the ba.-,is upon 
which a sweeping charge has been publicly ma<le in a.n 
English review that Papal impeccability is being 
actua,lly taught in our colleges and - seminaries, 
" officially and systematically," and that '' countiess 
Cittholics are forced to beiieve it." \Ve can imagine 
what ,Yould be the fate of an acousation resting on such 
evidence in an English Court of Justice. 

The "Author of ''lhe J>olicy ot the .rope"' ~-tands oon­
vict.ed of having publicly made charges whfoh he has 
ignominiously failed to subsl,a,nliatc hy giving 1,ho 
n::imcs anrl plR-res concerned, cith,,r to the pnbli-J to 
whom the cbargt>s wer':l made or to Cntholics against 
whom thev were made. ·when he chooseS to retrieve 

I his honou; by fulfilling this elementary rE>quirement of 
l :English st.raightforwardue;;•,, we shall he ready 0nce 
I more to dPal with him. Until then we must cheerfully 

lrave him to the elucuhration of those vanitarian and 
viLriolic prodll(•tions ,. ' · have been :i 11 nved to find 



a Place in the '·Coni empoca,y;',,,,,i t,, pu,-,ue b;, ,gnoOJo 
wact,,.,, in the dock, With the gcac,less ¼cties or 

/ anonymity.-r am, Sic, you, obedient se,van,, 

. J. CANO~ MOY.Es. Archbishop'~use, Westminste~v . 



THE" CONTEJJ:l.PORAR"J; REVIEW" AND 
PAP AL I1'rIP ECCABILITY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF '' THE DAILY TELEGRAPH."' 

Sm-Your issue of the 3rd inst. gives an account of 
n article upon "Intellectual liberty and contemporary 

0atholicism," contributed by an anonymous writer to 
the last number of the" Contemporary Review." In this 
article the writer (who is naively anxious to be taken 
for a zealous Catholic) comm'its himself to the a ssertion 
that it is being systematically taught in Catholic 
semi.naries and schools that the Pope cannot sin, and 
that countless Catholics are being forced to believe this. 

, May I quote your. summary. 
1 " Still more, he raises his voice against the idea 
"which is being systematically inculcated in our 
schools and seminaries that the Sovereign P011tiff, in 
virtue of his office, cannot possibly sin even if he would.' 
The article concludes with the inquiry, ' Can we co11-
scicntiously remain silent while countless Catholics are 
being forced to believe that the occupant of a throne 
stained by some of the foulest crimes recorded in his­
tory, must in virtue of his office be not merely occa­
sionally infallible, but at all times impeccable, utterly 
incapable of committing sin ? ' English-speaking 
Catholics are asked if they are prepared to answer such 
questions ir.i the affirmative.'' 

I do not think that Catholics, English-speaking or 
othel'wise, are at all likely to answer a question which 
they know to be so manifestly absurd. But as 
your summary has placed these statements before your 
readers, may I crave your indulgence to draw their 
attention to the following challenge, which we trust, by 
the courtesy of the "Contemporary Review," will be 
submitted to the writer of the article: 

1. Out of the 1,200 bishops who compose the Episco­
pate of the Catholic Church will he produce the name 
of one who has taught that the Pope cannot sin or 
given any approval or imprimatur to such teaching ? 

2. There are in Europe and in America more than 
10,000 C11.tholic seminaries and colleges. Will the 
writer name any one professor in any one college who 
has taught this doctrine? 

3. There are some 250,000 Catholic priests preaching 
and teaching throughout the world. vVill he give the 
name and address of one who holds this doctrine or has 
taught it to others ? 

4. Out of the whole literature of the Catholic Church 
will he produce any authorised book, writing, or 
pamphlet in which this doctrine is maintained? 

To do this, or withdraw his charges, is, I take it, the 
only alternative known to English journalism. If the 
Abbe Duchcue's words which he cites, are to be 
understood as supporting his contention, nothing can 1 

be easier than for him to obtain from the Abbe the 
name of the seminary and of the professors in question. 
This challenge is a plain and a fair one, and the atten­
tion of your readers is asked for the reply which will be 
made to it. In the meantime, I affirm that the state­
ment is scandalously false. The Catholic Church has 
never taught the doctrine that the ~pc is impeccable. 
No Catholic bishop, priest, or teacher-as far as I am 
aware-has ever taught it. No Catholic has ever been 
asked-much less "forced "-to believe it.-I am, Sir, 
vour obedient servant, J. CANON MOYES. 
• Archbishop's H<?use, Westminster, S.W. 
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,, ,I,_ PAPAL LMPECCA.BILITY. 

-v'~lu (t1, TO TJIE EDITOR OF THE" D,ULY TELEGRAT'll." 

Srn-1 have read with inten'st the indignant letter 
.

1

. signed "J. Can.on Moyes," which ::ippeared in your issue 
of the 10th inst., categoriealy denying the statement 
tha,t the impeccability of the Pope is bughc by any 
hishop, priest, or teacher in any country of the worhl, 
and characterising it as '· scandalously false:'' "No 
Catholic bishop, priest, or teacher," he assures us, " as 
far a.~ I a1n aware, has ever ta.u;;ht it." The restric­
tion which I have underlined is important, as detract­
ing very considerably from the sweeping character of 
the denial, and if the serir-s of articles which I con­
considered at an end be destined, :Ls now seems likely, 
to be continued, I shall have occasion to advance state­
mQULS embodying facts of a much more startling nature, 
a,nd of which not only" J. Canon Moyes," but English­
speaking Catholics generally, were and still are equally 
unaware. And if he or any one else should succeed in 
disproving them, I can promise that they will be pub-
1;"1 •Y • itltdrawn with a degree of satisfaction greater 
even ban the profound regret with which they were r 

fit~':.\Jut forwar<l. 
-- Meanwhile, I crave your kind permission respect-

fully to direct the attention of your rea<lers to the , 
followinr; important consideration. ·while accepting , 
" J. Cauon l\1oyes' " declaration as worth.Y- of implicit 
tr11st, i.e., th,it as far as lie is aware, the impecca­
bility o[ the Pope is nowhere taught, I venture to sub• 
mit that it leaves my thesis exactly where it stood. ' 
For the Rev. Abbe Duchesne, a priest and professor 
of the Catholic 'University of Paris, and a devoted ' 
son of the Church, disLinctly and c:1,togorically affirms 

1 

that, to his personal knowledge, this monstrous doc­
trine " is currently taught" to theological st..idents in ' 
Franc~. Now, if a plaintiff's counsel shoulu produce 
1, most rrspectable witness whose absolute veracity 
is rocog1fr;c<l by t e defendant, and ho should posi­
tively swear that he saw a certain act frequently com­
mitte<l, would it be any answer to say : " The defend.ant 
can bring fifty persons who are prepared to swear that 
they did not sPe it committed?" 

The Abbe Duchesne, whose authority I appealed to 
and whose words I quoted in support of my assertion 
that the Papal impeccability is taught in France, is a 
pious priest, a learned theologia,n, and the most dis­
tinguishecl professor of the Catholic University of 
Paris, which is under the immediate direction and 

l 
absolute control of the French Episcopate. Now, if 
the deliberate and emphatic affirmation of such a 

l truste<l teacher of our Catholic youth, concerning a 
1 simplP, but momentous, matter of fa.ct, can be thus 
pub icly stigmatised by a ca,non as " scandalously false," 
what conclusion are your readers expected to draw 
thence respecting the moral and educational influence 
1f that Catholic pedagogical in8titutiou of which tllis 

·:i.nda1ous liar (?) is the brightest ornament?-! am, 
·, your obedient servant, 
.;,, '·rrHOR of "THE POLICY OF THE POPE." 

~<Q"'-<>:J,5. 
l$'et,~'rl 

-:i~ 





TO THE EDITOR OF •• THE DAILY TELEGRAPH," 

Sm-In October, 1872, a book was published by the 
Rev. John B. lJagshawe, D.D., entitled" The 'l'hres• 
hold of the Catholic Church." I have before me a. later 
edition (October, 1883), and on page 278 find these 
words: 

"Let us-, however, conside the etual meaning of 
the Papal infallibility. It does not mean that the 
Pope is 'impeccable '-that is, that he cannot do wrong .. 
It does not mean that his private opinions, his conver• 
sations, sermons, or writings, are necessarily free from 
error. It does not even mean that (in particular 
judgments which are not intended as decisions for the 
universal Church) he may . not make mistakes in his 
character of head of the Church-that is, as supreme 
judge and ruler in the Church." 

The author (writing under authority of the then 
Archbishop of Westmiaster) stat"s in his preface that 
"the object of his book is to g, } a. simple, practicable 
explanation of the Catholic faith with as little contro­
versy as possible-a kind of tea.chin~ much wanted at 
the present day."-1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE H. BIBBY. 
The Limes, North End, Hampstead, Aug. 25. ,, 

, • 
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PAPAL IMPECCABILITY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF "THE DAILY TELEGRAPH." 

Sm-The letter of the " Author of the • Policy of 

the Pope,'" in your issue of this morning, is a palpable 

evasion of the challenge put before him in my letter of 

the 10th inst. Such expedients are utterly futile. He 1 

may rest assured that, in face of so grave an accusa- 1 
tion, we shall not allow him to hide himself in the 1 
folds of the soutane of the Abbe Duchesne. He has ] 

told the English public that the doctrine of Papal Im- I 
peccability is "systematically" and " officially" I 
taught " in our schools and seminaries," and that 

"countless Catholics are forced to believe it." 'rhat 

is a very plain charge, and one of which the truth or 1 

falsehood can be most easily verified. Our challenge S 

r is equally plain. ·we wai;it the name of a y one semi- t 
nary, or the name of any one profe:;sor, in any part of <: 

the w~ole Catholic world, who has ever taught this 12. 

doctrine of Papal Impeccability. We challeuge this l 
anonymous writer to produce it. He has more 

than 10,000 Catholic seminaries, and probably ten i 
times that number of Catholic professors to choose t 
from. He asserted that the doctrime was "officially" 

1 
and "systematically " taught in them and by them. r 

s If thts statement has in it even a shadow of truth, there 

e can be no difficulty in giving at once the names of ten 

1 ~~e~v;: a J:n!:es~er "~:isci:~;:i~~d !!:ct~~a11;
0 !~~: : 

your readers that he cannot. All that he can do is to cl 
::1 say that another person has said so about a seminary of tr 

; w ~ich no name is given. ,v e distinctly refuse to re- fr, 
coguisc v.uat the writer has the right to father upon he 

g this other person-the Abbe Duchesne-the meaning di 

r and application which he has chosen to put upon his P: 
Y words. B indirect and hearsay testimony in any 

e case i, not.uug to the point. The issue is clear. When Ol 

ir Englii,umen make charges they either prove them by of 

it giving the name and place of the persons concerned- P< 
.d not of third parties-or they withdraw them. No h, 
1,t English court of honour or of justice acquits a man of a 

1- libel merely becausehesays, "I made the accusation o· 

,n because I heard l\Ir. A. or B. say so." Once again, there- n 

m fore,wegivethe"Authorof'ThePolicyofthePope'" a " 

·n chance of retrieving his honour. He bas charged Catholic S1 

iy seminaries and professors with teaching officially and 

in systematically the impeccability of the Pope-a doc- ti 

m trine which every Catholic child knows to be false and r. 

st heretical. '\Ve demand to be told where and by whom. h 

His next letter will contain, I 1irust, in plain English n 

1r the na.me and the place of those who teach what be 15 

k, affirms that they have taught, and this pime there will c 

Jy be no running for shelter behind third persons. Uutil b 

~d the name and place are prodt1ced, I repeat that he will 
0 

he stand convicted of having uttered what is scandalously I 
false. n 

10 I may add that amongst our clergyinGreatBritainand 

v, Ireland therearesometbousandswhohave been educated ~ 

1e for several years in colleges and seminaries in France, 

;t Germany, Spain, and Italy. We have most of us many t 
d friends and correspondents amongst their professors, n 

11 and a large number of our church students are there " 

e at this moment. w·e may be pardoned therefore, if we s 

hardly see the need of having to obtain our knowledge f, 

\. of what is being taught in these institutions -

at the hands of an anonymous writer in the Contempo• ( 

rai·.71. However, if, as we gather from his letter, he is ( 

anxious to assume the role of general instructor to the 

Catholics of England, now is his opportunity. Ile will 

begin by making good his accusations, and by clearin1; 

]) ,rt 
a,·{ 

l 





h1mse1t flom the stigma whic attaches to those who 
J u~ter ~tateinents which they are unable to prove. He 

~111 give _us a. gu~rantee that he possesses the necessary t 
mformat10n whwh becomes a qualified instructor by 
furnishing us with the name and the place of those who g 

• "_o~cially" and systematically teach " Papal Impecca- L 
b1hty." We await this information, and no other l: 
answer to OU~ challenge will be, in the eyes of the 1 

Enghsh-speakmg public, worth the paper on which it is ' 
written. 'l'here ought to be no need to remind the c 
writer that his honour and veracity are at stake and 1 

e ~bat, by his answer in this test case, the public' will E 

Judge of t~ie trustworthiness of his articles.-! am, sir, 
your obedient servant, J. CANON MOYES. 

Archbishop's House, Westminster, s.-w., Aug. 16. 

PAPAL 

· 25, '1'894, ~ 

IMPECCABILrrY. / I 
TO THE EDITOR OF " THE DAILY TELEGilA!'H." 

Sm-In your issue of the 17th inst., which has only 
now reached me, "J. Canon Moyes" returns to the 
cliarge, and insists upon my naming any one Catholic 
Seminary in which the doctrine of the impeccability of 
the Pope was ever taught. This he does with an osten· 
tatious respect for En~lish 1 ·'l.ightforwardness and the 
rigorous rules of "an Enl"1;~ ,urt of honour," which, 
refreshing though it Jr,, .... . ,., is in the mouth of 
anyone who has passed 0bro ·" scholastic mill of 
casuistic probabilism and m, reservations, would 

l be more impressive were it l:ss emphatic. English­
men whose minds are unleavoned by these peculi~ir < 
doctrines take truth and straightforwardness as mat­
ters of course. But this is by the way. 

May I now rely upon your courtesy to grant me space < 
in your c'.>lumns for the following somewhat lengthy 
reply, which I promise will be my last? 

'l'he real issue is this. I affir'med that bhc scandalous 
doctrine according to which the Pope is incapable of 
sinning was systematically taught to ecclesiastical 
students in France. In support of this charge I quoted < 

the deliberate and i-olemn assertion of a pillar of the 
French Church, a pious priest, a professor of the 
Catholic University of Paris, a man · who enjoys the 
implicit confidence of his ecclesiastical superiors. The 
Abbe Duchesne's words, which I cited in English and in 
French, are these : " ·we po~sess a seminary in which 
the impeccability of the Pope is currently taught. No-, •I 
one dares to raise his voice against this absurd doctrine. " 
This would be tantamount to denouncing oneself as U 

inferior to someone else in zeal for the honour of the ( 
Holy See. This fact is significant.'' a 

Now I put it to unbiassed English readers is not this Il 

a conclusive proof of my assertion? 'l'he most learned n 
priest and professor in France, who loves his Church }. 
and his ordei·, who enjoys the confidence of both, who t 
occupies at this very moment a post of high trust, deli- 0 

berately affirms tha.t French ecclesiastics are, to his a 
knowledge, taught that the Pope cannot sin. This 0 

statement circulates all over France, Italy, Belgium, si 
Austria, and Germany, is printed and commented upon, ti 
bu~ neve:i: once denied or called in quo,ation. Othe1·s P 
repeat -it, and on independent grounds; the fact finally 0 

becomee notorious. t: 

) 

2-. 





.. ,,H vfJ,., •) l,tsc ~, v ... 

Withodt any bombastic ~pp~a1s to Englir . -.:ourts of ti 
honour, let me ask the p,aiu English reader what P• 
course that Catholic ecclesiastic should pursue who, 
having tbe interests of truth or of his Church at heart, 
should 11onestly desire to remedy the evil if it e~isted, 

:~ft!~:~~:
0r~t! ibi!c!~~::t :nd l,~~~~~s~e :i~,ai: o~~= bi 

name of truth and religion, either publicly to withdraw pr 
this statement-if withdrawal were consistent with al 
truth-or else privately to name t1'~ institution in T 
which this monstrous doctrine was ,lcated, and a• 
then go zealously to work to remove the scandal ? fi 
Would not any Anglican or Nonconformist Church- s· 
man-nay, any man whose virile love of truth bad not b 
been ground out in the casuistic mill of theological 1' 
seminaries-have taken this straightforward course be- 0 

fore writing to a newspaper? And if Abbe Duchesne u 
maintained-as he does maintain-his statement intact, e 
would not this unsophisticated Englishman have mo- sl 
destly relapsed into silen_ce, consoling himself with the n 
trite reflection that numerous priests and prelates have c: 
done, and still continue to do, far worse things than P 
teach the impeccability of the Pope without provoking tJ 
the censure or bringing about the ruin of the Church ? ( 

But '' J. Canon Moyes," who delights to dwell upon t. 

~:t~~ ii:i~~~; :~! ~~:irst~::~:i::1~~~n~a~~n~~~~ ~ 
formist, or plain average man. He sedulously avoids ~ 
all references to the strikin£? testimony of Abbe 
Duchesne, which is so lucid and conclusive that the I: 

i: most obtuse reader is capable of gauging its force. In- fl 
deed, a hen on a hot griddle could be hardly more 
tender in touching them aud more brisk and nimble in 
giving them a wide berth. And yet "J. Canon Moyes,'' 
who dates his letters from "Archbishop's House," must 0 

know what many of your readers may possibly be un-
. 1 aware of-and this is a most important factor in the dis-l cussion-that if Abbe Duchesne 's assertion were untrue, 

or exaggerated,his superiors would compel him to retract 
it, or else visit him with the most terrible ecclesiastical 
censures, besides expelling him from the Catholic Uni­
v0r,ity, before the lapse of. four-and-twenty hours. 
What conclusion must your readers draw respecting 
the English honour and straightforwardness of the , 
Cburch d ~nitary who thus deliberately conceals from c 
them this all-important consideration, and acts as if it I 
were not a fact ? t 

But "J. Canon Moyes" cares nothing for all this. He J 
summons me to do one of two things-to publish the 
name of the priest or the seminary, or to retract my , 
statement. To the latter part of the summpns this is my 

1 
answer: The fact, I alleged, is notorious. During th, 'last 
three days I have received two letters and two tele­
grams from priests and theologians, one of them writ­
ten within twenty .minutes' walk of the" Archbishop's 
House," distinctly reaffirming it. These letters and 

I 
telegrams I am now forwarding to the editor of the 
"Contemporary Review." I therefore assert-pnblicly, 
deliberately. emphatica,lly assert-that the monstrous • 
doctrine that the Pope cannot sin was for a long time 
currently taught to young l-'rencb ecclesiastics, and I 
now blush to have to add that, when it is publicly cen­
sured by me, a high English Catholic Churchman 
comes forward, his mouth full of encomiums on· English 

1 
honour and straightforwardness, who, instead o::: seek-I r 
ing to root out the evil, sets himself tn deny it, a:'ld to i 
throw dU'3t in tll.e e;yes or his open-mouthed country- t 

m~. ~ -•"·-- . 





I But can I then specify the priest, he seminary, and 
the diocese responsible for this papolatrous doctrine P 
Yes, Sir, I can. I have already disclosed all three to 
many persons who honestly wished to convince them-
selves of the truth of the serious charge which I have 
brought against our spiritual teachers. Why not pub­
lish these names, then, and score an easy victory? •• J. 1 

Canon l\'.loyes" has cheerfully gone out of bis way to 
make that victory very easy indeed. He will be satis­
fied with one name. "We challenge him to produce 
e,en one," be writes, and italicizes the number. Now Y 
"J. Ca.non Moyes" is too shrewd a Churchman to have t 
supposed that I could not accept his challenge. He t 
evidently expected that I could and would, and I con· il 
fess I was on the point of doing so in the sim­
plicity of my bea.rt, when I asked a clerical friend Ii 
for advice, on the principle of diamond cut diamond, 
And this is how it ran: " Do not publish a single name. 
In the hope of catching you in this casuistic trap, your 
opponents have lowered theit·demands to asingle name. 
If you publish it, what will happe P 'l'he man whose 
name you mention, who systematically lied for years, 
and taught a damnable heresy in order to ingratiate , 
himself with the Pope, to whom bis zeal has now 1 

proved so harmful, will deny it point blank and tell a , 
single falsehood which is not heretical, and which ho 
knows will be of inestimable service to Pope and Uhurch. 
Have you the slightest douht of this P" And I felt bound 
to confess that I had none ; for I know, ala.s ! too well, 
that very many of our Continental pl'iests, professors, 
and some even of our prelates-one of them a Cardinal, 
and a favourite of the Pope-daily and hourly act upon 
the principle, Say what is expected of you, and 
think as you please, fo1·is tit mos est, intus ut libet. This 
is another of the notorious facts which I am fully pre­
pa.l'ed to prove. On receiving the longed-for name, 
"J. Canon 1\Ioyes" or his superiors would, of course, 
write, in the innocence of thefr hearts, to :Fra.nce­
which they carefully abstain from doing now that they 
have Abbe Duchesne's name and address-to the 
superiors of that wretched man, with the astounding re­
sult that that wretched man would sign a letter denying 
the charge in toto. I sboutcl then be solemnly called 
upon to retract, and " J. Canon r,Ioyes," after the 
delivery of an unctuous homily upon l!Jnglish sLraight­
forwardness and honour, would go his way rejoicing. 

I trust that I have now made the mattm· clear to 
plain English readers unversed in the crooked ways of 
Catholic casuistry, and that they will admit that I have 
borne the onu.~ptoba11di as I ought. 

But I do not leave the matter bore. 
",T. Canon Moyes" made a very clever tactical 

move; it was '' hen.els ycu lose and tails I win." If I 
refused his challenge he would drown me in the mel­
lifiuous strea.m of magnilociuent appeals to Engli1,h 

! straightforwardness and hono11r. It' I accepted it, an 
impudent denial by a lying priest would have inflicted 
a still worse defeat. Anci the readers who have no 
means of collecting evidence in support of a fact that 
is notorious in France would h:we been powerless to 
acquit roe. 

Now, tactics are goc,d, but pln.in dealing is better; 
and I owe the fl 11 truth to my English readers, who 
alone have enabled me to put the qneslion of Catholic 
reform on the order of the day in Rome in such a 
peremptory form as will sooner or later provoke a 

I 
solution; and reform, on ~he Continent at least, is more 
sadly needed now than m the days of Savonarola. I 

, desire, bhereforc, to merit their confidence and to put 
them in a osition to judg_e of~ good faith. 





I 
Therefore, Sir, I now place in the hands of JHr. Percv 

,v. Bua ting, editor of the'' Contemporary Review," th~ 
full us.mes, titles, addresses, letters, and telegrams of 
vouchers for that terrible charge of papolatry which I 
have publicly preferred, an<l do still publicly prefer, 
ail of t,hoso vouchers being Roman Catholic clergymen, 
theologians, professors of Catholic universities, and one 
Rig-ht Reverend BiRhop. I further disclose to him the 
names of the seminary and diocese in which, and of 
the professor by whom, thu.t scandalous teach­
ing was for a long time inculcaied. Lastly, I autho· 
rise him to communicate this information to men 
of undoubted honour (not to Catholics, for whom 
the fact that Abbe Duchesne advanced and maintained 1 

the charge with impunity, is proof sufficient), on con• 
dition that they abstain from publishing those names, 
but on the understanding that they may, if they think 
fit, sift the matter to its nethermost foundations, 
wherein I promise to assist them. At the same time I 
give him the names of the witnesses-all of them Catholic 
priests and professors-who are prepared to prove that 
some of our teachers-among others a prelate, cardinal, 
and favourite of I>ope Leo XIII.-openly teach with 
unction doctrines which they privately not only regret 
but ridicule. v 

I trust, Sir, that I have now done enough to satisfy c 
a plain Englishman's sense of straightforwardness and t 
honour, and that I shall be dispensed by my readers e 

• from observing the code of crooked. casuistry followed l 
1 by "J. Cauou Moyes," whose uttet·ances I shall in a 
future treat with the silent sentiments which they richly I 

l
'deserve.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

AUTHOR OF "THE POLICY O:F THE POPE." 

--,;;---- - ~~ " 
..... :Allll1!l~ 





PAPAL ,I.1.lf PECCABILITY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF "THE DAILY TELEGRAPH." 

Sm-I do not think th.at any exposure of the" Author 
of the Policy of the Pope" and his methods which I 
could have att<'mpted would have been at all equal to 
that which he himself has furnished t-0 your columns 
in his letter of the 25th inst. It is certainly not his 
fault if the English public do not now fully under­
stand the spirit and standpoint from which have been 
written his contributions to the" Contemporary.'' Put-

I tiug aside t,he mass of puerilities and personalities 
and imputations of motive which form the staple of his 

j Ietter, and which are surely irrelevant-ex~ept, per­
I haps, as registering his literary level-I pass at ,mce 
tot.he facts with which alone your readers and myself 

I are concerned. These are mainly three. 
Fact No 1. In the August number of the "Cont':'m• 

porary," the anonymous writer, signing himself ·• The 
Author of the Policy of the Pope," makes publicly the 
charg-p against the Catholic Church that th doctrine 
of l'apal impeccability-" that the Pope -osnnot 8it1 
Yen if hE> wi,;hed it "-i-. •• ~~·stemati<- U:v" and "ofil­
iall.v" taught in her collegf',; iincl seminaries, and that 

t count!.,ss Catholics are forn<>d to believe it" 
• Fact No. 2. Upon being challenged on Aug. 10 to 
r,oduce the naml.! of any Catholic bishop, priest, or 

:proft>ssor in the whole world who teaches the above I d,,ct.riue, he replies by giving no uame whatever, b11t 

I
, rr.erely citing, as he h:id alrea,dy d,me in his article, a 
statement made by the Abbe D11cbcsne, to the effect 

! tl>at there existed a seminary in which the doctrine was 
, tiwght. 

Fact No. 3. Upon being challenged for the second 
time, on Aug. 18, to produce the names of the actwtl 
teiwhers of the doctrine, and on being reminded that 
what was wanted was not statcment.s by third persons 
or hearsay evidence, h~ finally m:.Lkes the following 
reply, of which the public can form its own opinil)n: 

(n) 'He will not give the names to the public. (He 
assures us that he was just on the point of doing so, 
~hen he was dissuaded by a friend!) 

(b) He will send the whole evidence, viz., the names 
of the persons who teach the doctrine and the places 
where it is taus-ht to the editor of the·• Contemporary," 
but upon two conditions. First, the editor may not 
publish it; secondly, the editor must not allow any 
Catholic inquirer to see the evidence. 

I had better give this precious offer in his own words : 
'' Lastly, I authorise him" (the editor) '' to communicate 
this information to men of undoubted honour · (not 
Catholics, for whom the fact that Abbe Duchosne ad­
va.nced and maintained the charge with impunity is 
proof-·sufficicnt), on condition tl!.at they abstain from 
publishing the< names, but on the underst..anding tha.t 
they may, if they think fit, sift the matter to its nether­
most foundatio-ns, wherein I promise to assist them.'' 
Tha.t is to say, the evidence is to be carefully con­
cealed from Catholics, th~ persons whom it most f'.,on. 
cerns, and against whose Church t.he charges were 
made. The evidence may be sifted at the discretion of 

'the editor, PJOvided that he will undertake to see that 
' it does not come under the eyes of the persons act'11~ed. 
; And this in England J Truly, the editor of ihe ·' Con-
1 tempcrary " may claim our ~ mpaLhy in being ma.de 
tht> object of such an ig_n~iniotls p ~.l 





The- voice of these fad s is sufficiently plain. They 
speak for themse!vrs, :tnd the issue is ()l).C oo which we 
may appeal confidently to the sense of fair-play which 
animates the English public. But to put it more plainly. 
Let me suppose that, hiding myself under the mark of 
anonymity, I have written an article i a. leading 
English review, in which I publicly state that the doc­
trine of Papal supremacy is being '' offichlly and sys­
tematically taught in the oolleges and semina.ries of the 
Established Church," a·~a that" countlr•ss Anglicans are 
forc"'d to believe it." Or, that the Divine instiLutiou 
of Episcopacy is being officially an<l systl'lllatically 
fa,ught in the Non conformist colleg,~s and sE'minaries, 
and that " countless Nonconformists are forced to 
believe it." Let me suppose that in face cf such :1. 

preposterous charge, an Anglican or Dissenting clergy­
man, rightly demands that I shall 0ither withdraw these 
accusations, or prove them by proclucing the names of 
the person<; by whom and of t,hP plac,~s where the 
doctrine in question is being taught, and in such a. 
way that the charges can be verified. Let me suppose 
that I reply to this challenge by giving no name or 
place, but merely by referring to a 1hi!."d pl:'rscn who 
has said so. Let me furLher suppose that, on being told 

1 th:1t I cannot thus evade the rcspornsibility of my 
charges, and being challenged for the second time to 
produce my proof)? in definite names and places, and 
foeling myself thus driven to bay, I finally affect to 
treat this demand for proof as " cas11istry" and '· la:ying 
a trap," and plead that I will give the evidence to the 
keeping of the editor, provided that he will not publish 
it, and that no member of the Anglican or N onc::i.:1-

1 formist bodies-the communities accused-be allowed 
to see or examine it! I have no doubt whatever of 
what a conscientious Anglican or Nonconformist would 
say of such an answer. Such action, I sho!llJ. feel, 
could not be dignified with the name of <'asuistry. H 
would be a combination of calumny and cc.war<lice. 
Is it not fair to do to others as we w:mld be dont3 hy ? 

Then we are asked to believe that J;he " Author ot 
' The Policy of the Pope' " bases his objection to produc­
ing the names on the plea that the persons implica.~ed 
would be forced by the eccle~iastical authorities to 
retract or disavow their teaching. But, if this be so. 
how can it ho true at the same time that the- doctrine 
is o.lfJ.Cially and publicly taught in o smnin'.) ties? 
" Countless Catholics are forced to beli~ve it," <1.nd 
the officials cause the official teachers to recant the 
official teaching! This is asking the public in the 
same breath to believe yes and no. The plea carries 
in it its own refutation. 

I 
Finally, it is to ho noted that the "Author," &«-.: 

devotes much space to drawing many specious in­
ferences and clever conclusions from the fact that we 
have been careful not to communicate with the Abbe 
Duchesne. That was rather a. wasted effort. "\Ve '1'3,d 
alrf'acly done so. And the fact that the " Abbe 
Duchesne had advanced and maintained the cha:ge 
with impunit,y " was to be sufficient for us ! In a 
moment we shall allow the Abbe Duchesne to speak 

f for himself. But, in the meantime, let it be rumem-
1 bered that the charge made by the writer in the " Con­

temporary " included three points (a) That Papal 
impeccability i.~ being taught (viz., at the present time, 
August, 189+), in our colleges and seminaries; (b) tbat 
it is taught nflicially and systematically,· (c) that 
"countlt:>ss Catholics are forced to believe it." All 
l)is stupendous charge wa.s ma.de to rest on a single 

~lassage in a letter of the Abbe Duchesne cited in a fo,it­
Jote in the "Contemporary." To this the Abbe Durh•~sne 
answers-first, that the, teaching of Papal impecca.-

, l:-ility to whi~h he referred took T)lace some vPars ago, 
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