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FROM OUR LON
( ORRESPONDENT.

{SPELIALLI WIRED.}
LoNDoN, TuEsSDAY NIGHT.
When the article on the Triple Alliance
appeared in the Contemporary Review, 1
shared and expressed the general belief

that there must be some. mistake in (&

atéributing it to the pen of Mr. Gladstone.
The next day brought me from an authori-
tative source & private intimation that there
was no doubt of the accuracy of the state-
ment in the Daily News. This assurance
receives confirmation from an unexpected
quarter, .. The American agents of Messrs.
Isbister and Co., pubhshew of the Con-
temporary, have written a letter in which
they categorically state that the article was
written by the right hon., gentleman.
Messrs. Ishister’s agents add—¢* Mr. Glad-
stone has no objection to its being generally
known that. he is the author of it, but has




preferred to have it appear under a nom de §
plume.” This is truly incomprehensible.
One could, though with difficulty, under-
stand Mr. Gladstone writing such an
article and desiring to preserve his}
anonymity, - but that he should in|4q]
such an important case assume & !nf
mom de plume and then give his publishers pp'q
full leave to publish his identity passessd
comprehension. Hitherto, as nothing in ] iy
the shape of an authorised acknowledmnent
of Mr. Gladstone’s responsibility for the
work has appeared, there has been some
difficulty on the part of /Ministers in
approaching the subject. But after this
open avowal on the part of the publishers
of the magazine nothing stands in the way
of comment, and.it is probable that on Lord
Mayor’s Day the Premier may have some-
thing to say. Foreign affairs always occupy
"2 considerable place in the speech of the
Premier at the Mansion House. On the
9th of November last year. the greater part
of Lord Salisbury’s address was devoted to
an  indirect reply to' a speech delivered
a few days earlier by Lord Randolph
Churchill, then in & condition of relapse
towards revolt, On Saturday week, the
Premier, reviewing the state of affairs on
t}\e Contment, is not likely to forget Mr.
. 4
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