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25 GrObvenor Place, S.W.
July 3rd, ] 908

Dear Sir Percy Bunting,

I wou16 gladly write you something ab9ut

the Vac atLon School and Play Centre movement in Ame rf.c a in

respect of whioh I have a good deal of interesting tmfornation.

But a t present I arc. so ha rd-wo rked thBt I see no chance of it.

By the end of next week, however, I shall know better whether

I can allow �yself to do it, and will tben let yo� know.

In England the movement has been maldng rapi d provr e s s , 8-1/d

the extension of it over L�ndon is simply a question of funds.

In the first t;11t�lye we eks of 1£·07 the attendances at 10 Centres

were /3J,., S11, and n t the same Centres dur i.nr: the corresponding

weeks of this year they were 192,'J�
Of CO':)X58 we wan t funds f arid a t present we cannot get the Coun ...

ty Council to help us at. all The�r have p r omi sed free care-

taking and cleaning, which means about £if20 per Centre per annus;
,

but it is n ow hung up in Finance Commi. t tee, and at present we

are still liable for this charge. Yet Boston, lLas5achu� e t t s ,

has just determined by a strong vote to spend £10,000 R year

on its organised t , e. supe rv+s ed pla.ygrounds, and I now hear

rron... New York that in addi tion to the fine Evening Pl:::<l Centres

for boys and gi rLe �ho ha\.�_e_ 2_�!�t school, which go on fror[l 8p.rll.

t.o 10 p.nJ., +hey are d e't e rrm ned next winter to have them for

school ch:i.l<iren from 5.30 to 7.30, and .when they have once b e-



 



gun, they will do l.t properly.

In wrj.ting for the Contempo�ary I shou.Ld have to c c ns t der

hew it rfJ. ght Ln t erfer e "d th my peri odical appeals t.hr ough the

Til"l1eS for funds. T�le TI1J1�s has a Iways been very kind to me in

these way s , and i t o appea l.s ar-e indispensable to us , But there

is of course ma te rf.a I enough for the two things, if one we�'e

t 0 S 0r t. i 'J
.

(I Ut •

Wi th many c ongr'at.u La tt cnu to yon end Lady Eunting on your

knighthood,

Believe me,
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