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W}1�ST�JRN STARR

ATTORNEY

T"ELEI'BONR. C"ENTRAT� 3587

4:0-107 DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO. Dec. 18th, '02 190

To the President k Mel11bers of the Chicago Civjl Service I.Jeague,

uentlewen:--

It is with 5re'�t r8gret that I find it impossible to 9res8Ht

this report in p er s on , It does not seem possible that a year has passed s i.nc o

my las t annual report to the Le agu e was raad e , but I am reminded by Hiy cal (rtl-

dar that an o t h er report is du e.

It is n o t ic eab Le that while the number of cases wh i ch have

received the attention of the Civil Service Commission has not d iin t n lshed
'

during the last year, the numb er of oases arising within the member-

. ship of the T.Jeague has diminished very considerably.

The 'Ph orne and ODonnel case has been advanced to the position

wh e r-e it CRn be taken up on notice by y our- counsel at any t ime . 1 tis only

just to say th'::1t the matter has depended entir81y, dl1rin.r� the last three

months, upon the condition of Mr. :Pyfe, a r s t s t ant c o ro or-at Lon counsel, who

has the matter in charge. As is well known, Mr, Pyfe has only w it h i n the

last few days, come out of the hospital After undergoing a seriolls operation.

In view of the fact that. the Court would grant any reasonable ex t en s i on of

ti1I16 to counsel, or the Board, u p on motion, it is a matter simply of gr�mting

w i thovt order of cour-t , wh at the Court would order as a ina t t e r of co'·rse.

�1he most important matters fot Limne d i.a t e consideration m"'e in

connection with the app o Ln tmerrt of a su c c e s s or- to the late commissioner tT, W.

�la. A. su c c es sor will undoubt edly, he appoint ed h efore many days, and �

wh i l e the League, as an organization, cannot wisely, in iny judgement,

any persohal r e C ounn en d at i on s , i two u 1 d beent ire 1 y w j t h i 11 the 1 j 11 e 0f .."-
luS

duty to make the Beneral sugBestion over its official signatures to the

appointing power, the Mayor of Chicago, that the Civil Service teague eXgevts



 



bill should become a law. It is also d8fjnitely known thRt efforts will be

thRt no backwwrd steps will be taken in Civil Service matters, and that the

standard of ability heretofore attaj.ned in the Cj.vil Service Cow�ission,

will be maintained in the appointment of a successor to the late Mr. EIR.

Another ma t t e r which it may be well to consider, is the possibility

of the enactment of a State CivLl Service law at the cowing session of the

legislature. "fi�very member of the Board, if he approves the draft of' the bill

to be presente�oubht to notify his representative in the House and the

Senate of his po s it i on w i.t h reference to Civil Service and to 'lrge that the

lI1ade to amend the mun ic ipaL Civil :-�·ervice taw und er- .which members of th i s
� ",�, •

,

.j'
-

t,�' -'$. j

Leagl.1'? are employed. Arnendwents wi.11 be proposed by the real friends of the

Law , as well as by its en em ies . The friends of Civil ��ervice, generally,

will do well if �hey succeed in nreventing sue]} changes as will go tow�rd

destrcDying the u s ef'u l lne s s of the law. It will he more than we h av e any right

to expect, if the friends of the law are able to have it improved by nmend-

'I'h e r-e should be a c oiain i t t e e on legis"lati.ve ac t Lon ap�)ointed,

whose duty it shall be to ac cumu l at e all the inforwation ava i Lab Le w i th r-ef-

erence to action ��ich may be taken to Springfjeld.

I desire also to recommend the appointment of a c ormn lt t e e of

y o ur' rneinb er sh Lp, und cr- the name of a librnry COIW;littee or some s irn ILar- d e s i gna-

tio� of which it shall be the duty to procure and preserve everything in the

way of Civil service literature, r ep or-t s , »e r Lod f.c a.l s , dedsions of courts,

or any matter, which in future years, may be of great value to the !.. eagl.le.

This would include copies of the repnrts mad e by the Un it e o states CiviJ..

Service c oiam i ssion, the CivLl Sl7rv:i.ce Ooirun i s s f.on of New York and l\l!\ss.,

together with the pub Lf.ca.t i on s of various Civil Service associations, VI!1l!re-

ev e r they Llay b ei-Lo cat ed . This in my judgement, should not be an exp en s i v e

en t er-pr-t s e , and f e eLing as I do, that the Chicac;o Civil C;ervjce I,enc;ue is an

I n S t; i tuti on wh i c h Vi iII find a Vol ide r fie1 d 0 f 11 S e f 11 In e s s , as t Irnego e 5 on i t



 



()eCOlrJ8 wore than a merely local .a e s o c iat Lon w ith lfl'Brely a selfish interest.

to preserve.
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TELEPHONE CENTRA�"5S87 Dec. 18th, '02

To the president, Board of Djrectors and MAmbers of the Cbicaeo Civil Service
"'''"

Leagu e,

Gentlemen:--

In submt tting,,·th:i:s, my s e c on d annn aI r8pc:'rt as Sec' s .
of the

IJeag11 € , I shall be very b r-Le f ow inr, to th e v o Lurn e of bu s in e s s to b€ transact-

ed this nveninc;.

The c los e 0 f 0uri' irs t j e ar sh o'Joj edan e t we rnb er sh j �), dm cLu d ing

those under suspension for non-payment of dues, of 78 memb ene ,
This y e ar- we

have a net membership, including rejnsaatelnents, of 143. It is a source of

congratulation that the msmb e r sh Lp improves steadily, and that the p o s Lt i on

of the Lengue as a fac�or for good, continlies to grow stronger. The possi-

b iLf.t Le s for fut"lJre usefulness were never so ano our-gg ing as Fit the present

t irne.
'I'h e r i r-s t real import ant t est to be ap p'l led to the C iv i 1 Ser-

v i.c e sy s t ern jJ� Chicago, will be found in the adndnistrRtion of the next Mayor

of Chicago and it behooves every member to be vj eil ant. There should be no

cessation in the rBports made by indiviciuaL�mell1bers to the Board of iJir8ctors,

of all Lnf r Lngmerrt s upon the law, whether inemb er-s of this leaGue suffer th er e-

by or not. This hody with proper nu=mngement and interest upon the part of

its l.:leHlbers shall possess as complete a kn owl edg e of C1.vi.l Service mat t er s in

Chjc8Bo as that of the Civjl Service COlrunission itself. In waking th a ab ov e

suggestion�, I do not say with a full knowledge, th8� the usefulness of this

organization dep erid s entire1y r, upon its kn ow.l e dg e of the inann er' in which

the law is adinm is t er-ed by the heads of th e city deI)artments, who ar e i':1_ mo s t

cases hostile to the law. I would adv i se that the Board of Directors t ak 8

SOHle Irruned iat e action in seeking a i d of daily press to 11r'Ge the apoo in tmen t

of a man of h i.gh inteeri.ty and respect for the law to f.i L'l th e vacancy c reat er



 



by the death of the late J'ohri W. ��la.

Trustin� that the c oinf.ng year may sh ow the s aue rr=lt� fr... �dvanc!:;t­

ment, I be� to remain,

Respectfully



 


