THT FYDERAL BARGE LINE

The Federal Berge Linc, operating on the
Miseizsippi River and knowm as the Miesissippi-Warrior Service,
wes crented os o wer cmergency in 1918, the most important
reagons thercfor being the aceute shortage in railroad trons-
portation cquipment and the urgent demand of shippers of the
Mid¢lc Weet and Southcest for o revivel of the use of our
inland weaterweys system ac o meens of transportation.

At the closc of the war, by appropriatc
legisintion, the transportation frecilitics of the Barge Linc
were sromsferred from the Reilroad Administration (who had
previously operated same) to the Scceretary of War, who was
authorized ond dirceted to continue the operation thcrcof,

The Barge Line is owned by the Inland Waterways
Corporation, which corporation is in turn owmecd by the United
Statcs Govermment. It is operated, under the direction of
the Secrctary of War, as n common carrier, becing subject to
the Interstate Commerce Act.

Thce Government having spent many millions of
dollars to make the rivers of the country navigablc this
Federal Barge Line is looked upon, by many, ag an experiment
to determine whether or not additional appropriations for.
maintenance of channcls, ete., arc justified. At first the
Barge Linc operatcd at o loass, but ycar by yecar the loss was
cut down until thet part of the line opecrating on the lower
Mississippi River hos been profitably operated for the last
few years,

The opcration on the Mississippi River is from
New Orleans, La., to Minneapolis, Minn. Modern docks with
suitable cquipment for transferring freight betwcen railrond
cars and bargcs have been built at New Orlcens, La., Baton
Rouge, Ia., Vick#burg, Miss,, Helena, Ark., Mcmphis, Tenn.,
Cairo, Ill., St. Louis, Mo., E.St. Louis, Ill., Dubuquc, Ia.,
Burlington, Ia., Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn, Frecight in
lerge quaentities is handled between these points and also via
these various points, in conncetion with roil carricrs, to and
from a vast intcrior territory,
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Arrangements have been made with connecting rail

carriers under which freight is transferred from the barges
at the docks to freight cars and handled vis the railroads

to verious points located great distances from the river,

For example: Freight in & substuntial volume has been handled
from Pittsburgh, Pa., via rail carriers to St. Louis, lo.,
thence Barge Line to New Orleans, La., there transferred to
other rail carriers and handled via rail from New Orleans to

El Paso, Tex.

This is but one illustration.

Similar joint

arrangements cover bthe handling of rail-barge traffic from
and to thousands of inland points not located on the river,
therefore, the zconomics effected by the operation of the
water line (cost of water transportation is lower than that
of rail transportation) are not confined to points on the
river, but are enjoyed by producers and receivers of freight
in practically all of the Centrul states, the Middle Western
states, the Southwestern states and Southern states.

below:

1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933

The tonnage handled by Federal Barge Lines is tabulated

Lower Miss. Div.

23,359
104,769
160,702
443,267
599, 669
710,451
849,503
910,755

1,044,649
1,237,458
1,435,560
1,292,876
1,149,864
1,170,317
1,292,983
1,206,302

Upper WMiss. Div.

13,887
119,648
105,950
105,494

79,726
104,185
144,585

Warrior Div.

2,645
107,869
195,953
226,283
260, 344
269,341
222,545
231,464
296,929
398,694
517,389
254,555
235,266
283,672
255,920
254,943

Total

26,004
212,628
356,655
669, 550
860,0k3
979,772

1,071,848
1,142,219
1,341,578
1,650,033
1,872,597
1,653,381
1,490,624
1,53%,915
1,653,088
1,605,830

As the rates charged on traffic handled in connection
with the Barge Line are substantially lower than the all-rail
rates on every ton of freight which has been handled, a saving
to the producer or receiver of the goods has been effected and
naturally this saving should be reflected in the cost to the
ultimate consumer of such goods.
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The following is the basis for Barge Line rates:
BASIS FOR BARGE LIKE RATES

The general basis for rutes via the Mississippi-Warrior
Service is as follows:

Between river points, Barge Line rates are made 80
percent of the contemporancously applicable all-rail ratces, or
in other words 20 pecrcent is dedueted from the all-rail rates
to arrive ut the Barge Line rates on the sawe commoditics and
between the same points.

. Between Inland points on the one hand and river points
on the'other, also between inland points on the one hand and
inland points on the other, the port to port differentials are
deducted from the through rail rates to arrive at the joint
rail-barge rates.

In all cases fractions are disposed of.
EXAMPLES

River point truffic - Between Saint Louis znd New
Orleans first class reil rate is $1,90, 80 percent
of which is §1.52 which is the barge raute, the
differential bging 38 cents.

Inland pointe to river points - The first class
all-rail rate from Chicago to New Orleans is $2.15.
From this rate is deducted thc St.Louis-New Orleans
differential of 38 cents to arrive at the joint
rail-barge rate of $1.77.

Inland points to inlend points via Saint Louis

and New Orlezns - From the through all-rail

- first class rate is deducted the 3€ cent St.
Louis-New Orleans differentizl to arrive at the
Joint rail-barge-rail rate.
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