WESTINGHOUSE
AT e hhofin ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING COMPANY @
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RELEASE
West inghouse Theater With Revolving Stage
Will Tell Of Home Electrification At Chicago

MAY 20 1934 !

Six scenes that tell the drama of electrical living
comprise a romance to be presented in the Westinghouse Little
Theater of the Home, one of the most interesting exhibits in the
Hall of Electricity at a Century of Progress in Chicago.

The Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company
with its large display filling much of the Hall of Electricity,
in order to present this human interest story to the crowds
who will attend, arranged for a separate theater in addition to #
its regular space. The theater has been well decorated and air- : !
conditioned thus providing a restful spot for those who come to
the Exhibit. Seating approximately 150 people, presentations
of the show will be given every fifteen minutes throughout the
period of the day the exhibit 1s open.

With but a quarter-hour avallable for complete |
performances, it required the development of special equipment 1in

order that the different scenes could be staged without loss of

time. That problem was solved with a revolving stage, which

.

has five prepared sets on it. These are presented to the audience,
one after the other and only 12 seconds are required for scene
shifting. The same setting 1s used for the first and last scene

thercby permitting the showing of six scenes with five sets.
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Westinghouse Theater Wiith Revolving Stage. ..

The stage is 22 feet in circumference and its filve
scenes are wedge-shaped, just as though the stage were a pie cut
into five sections. The scenes fit into an apron at the front.
One actress carries the full dramatic load and she, as the stage
revolves, steps through o door, from one scene to another, thus
preserving continuity of action. ' :

A control board is placed on ihe apron, from which
an operator shifts scenes, controls lighting, operates a large
clock, wnich provides & part of the draaistic action and times the
show. Time saved clectrically 1s tiie esscnce of the Westinghouse
Dramée.. ‘

The first scene of the story opens in an ordinary
living room. The setting includes a chalsc lounge, a table,
window &énd otner conventional fixtures. Illumination is proyided
by an oil lamp and candles. Here is scen a day that is past,
when illuminetion in rooms was somewhat less then perfect.

The scene then changes to that of an old fashioned
kitchen in deylight. We see an jce-box, & gas rnnge, a kitchen
sink, where plumbing is exposed and en ordinery kitchen tablc.
Here the story is told of tue physical lzbor required by the
bedly designed and equipped kitchon.

This scene, to0, rolls on to that of an old-
fashioned laundry. Its walls are whit s—woashed; there arc tubs
with woslhboards; the ceiling is unnlastered. Gos is used to
hest irons and thove is an unsteble lroning boerd. Clothes
are kept in an unticy anmper with a chair used to supplement
it. Lighting 1s provided by a drop cord with unsh&dcd lamp .

Acnin 1s depicted @« story of exertion.
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West inghouse Theater With RevolVing Stago.

This scene rolls gon. It is followed by one showing
the modern electric laundry, whére éngineering has changed the
manner of installing appliances from the haphazard method of a
former day to one where the function of sach unit blends logically
into that of another. Where unnecessary steps and unneeded exer-
tion have been banished. This laupdry is correctly illuminated.
There are no shadows. Elecﬁrioalféquipment for washing, for
ironing, for heating and for all the other .tasks of the wash day
are installed. Here is a place where worry has been eliminated
from work. Safety and convenience are built into the laundry.

Again the scene turns. The audience now seecs a modern
electrical kitchen, that most fascinating modern accomplishment of
electrical éengineering. Illumination end ventilation are provided.
As in the laundry clectrical equ ipment has been not only designed
to do its work properly but also it has been correctly installed in
relation to other units of the kitchen so that work may be done
efficiently. The same principle as that applied in the manufactur-
ing alsles of large establishments, "straight line production" ig
exemplified in this scene. The electric range and refrigerator,
electric dishwasher, with other smaller sppliances, its convenient
and well illuminated cupboards all present the picture of the
kitchen that women can have today. Beauty, too, ig not neglected
in the design of this kitchen, in fact, appearance, with utility
end convenience arc the highlights of the scene., :

As the next sceng comes to view, the last of the drama,
the living room is returned, this time correctly illuminated.
There is an electric table lamp for reading, overhead lights for

general room illumination, even side lighting for the window, to
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Westinghouse Theatcr With Revolving Stage.. ..

sl

demonstratc the transformsation thet can be mede in a room with
adequate lighting.

So the drama ends, a completc picture of household
emancipation, all in 15 minutes.

During the staging of the scenes, a story is told
by sound equipment. Its recorded voice provides the story, in
blenk verse, of the struggle to provide householdswith their
proper measure of electrical engineering. It tells of the
pioneering work, of rescarch, of conquests made by science so
that lighting and household appliances could be at the command
of every woman in every house. ;

Costume chenges, for the actress, are arranged
for in a dressing room, located in the exact center of the
revolving stage. Everything is complete, therefore, from
gears to turn the stage, illumination for it, sound to describe
the romence, en actress to dramcatize 1t; &ll the mechanics of
ectual stagecraft are present in the Westinghouse Little Theater
of the Home.

It will be a well vatronized spot at Chicago.
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The Westinghouse Little Theatre of the Home, with
its revolving stage which will present the drama of
home electrification at a Century of Progress, Chicago.

Detail indicating how stage revolves. A two horse-
power motor drives the entire mechanism and
there is an outer track for the stage to run on.
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