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A New “Public Enemy

His Name Is “Termite” and His

Incredible Armies Now Cost
Property Owners Close to
- $50,000,000 Each Year
in Undermining Walls

Foundations

B Public Enemy is chisel-
A ing in on Manhattan. Not con-
tent with inflicting an annual
property damage of close to $50,000,000
throughout the country, the new invader
has added the metropolis to its territory,
thereby adding millions to its loot.
This destructive force is an insect
called the i You've probably
seen it and called it a white ant, but
ﬂnﬁr a misnomer.

Mg
S~ gl
KU :m‘ Lgi‘\‘ﬁ.

THE INVADER AT WORK
A Composite Photograph Depicting an
Imaginative Concention of a Giant Ter-
mite at Work on the Skyline of Man-

hattan—Not So Far-Feiched a Picture as

Might at First Be Thought.

A scientific ccoil::t:r-um‘k' has been
aunched against epredations.

Infected doors, sills and timbers are
being replaced. :

New buildings are be'ng erected de-
signed to insure against termite attack.

and sheet metal are bei

employed to discourage the ‘spread o

Hot creosote, fumigation and other

are being used as extermina-

eating its way through o d
phone qolu. public ds, furni

Not long ago, home dwellers and
property owners were both led and

tors.
o But it's not going to be an easy job.

ed when they found their build-
overrun with this pest. Some were
H brown, reddishh:r black.
Born in the tropics, they veﬂ-ndu-
ally made themselves at home the
temperate zone. They are most abun-
dant in the South and the West, but
the last five years they have es-
themselves in this region. And
they do is plenty.
Left to their own devices, without ex-
PR chey s s i
Boe subl snd foundatio
of any building, if there is wood in it,
within five years.
lowing

noted New York entomologist, under-
took a ive survey of the
habits of the wood-eating insect.

T were on this planet 50,000,000

- years before man, nccordintghep the l;:u
eir subter-

mate of scientists, and

Fossil termites, of the same species as
that now operating in the New York
region, have beennﬁmnd ind its mil-

They live a highly
complex social life.
All types except
soldiers have mandiules for eating wood
The soldiers have “large fighting jaws.”

The average termite is no larger than
a pencil point, tut the queens become
as large as a boy's fist. e queen lays
30,000 or more eggs at a time.

Entomologist Sanders has been study-
ing the little cusses for more than 30
years, seeking to put an end to their
dirty work. He was formerly professor
of entomology at the University of
Illinois, and in charge of the Insecticide
Investigation for the Dominion of
Canada for many years. He is an ex-
pert on the social and domestic life of
the termite.

Only recently, he says, have termites

d for busi in this ion.

lions of years old.

LTHOUGH the termite looks like the

ant, the two creatures aré deadly
enemies. When they wage war, the ants
usually win. Termites are cannibals;
they eat ome another when they run
short of wood.

Their nearest relative in the insect
world is the cockroach, which fact
'ol'.‘alﬁe bees, the ter‘:pte o divided

1les are i
into There are workers, drones,
queens, ers—each with their duties.

or in

Homes at Riverhead, L. I, some of the
finer estates both on Long Island and
in Westchester County, dwellings on
Staten Island and in northern New Jer-
sey have been invaded.

More than half the world, he esti-
mates, is engaged in the battle of ex-
termination.

It was once thought that colder
climates were immune from the ravages,
bat the insects are remarkably success-
ful in acclimatizing themselves. They
now seem to breed just as profusely in
the temperate zones as in the tropics.

” Invades New York!
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_Once they“bg-
gin boring, it is
difficult to stop them. Just
— how extensive the scourge
is, even scientists have not
been able to say. But when buildings
are improperly constructed, when some
portion of the foundation rests on w
or is honey-combed with small openings
in the cement, the termite moves in.

The insect eats the wood from inside,
leaving but the outer shell, and the first
thing you know the ng sags, or &
corner of the foundation gives way.

THE termite inflicting damage in this
region is known as the subterranean
termite. They nest and colonize in the
ground, and make ir way up from
there. Five stories is not too much of
a climb for them—even if it's a walk-up.
All they require is wood to chew.
Recently exterminators were called to
the Westchest, Count, rth
where termites had f on record
hooks stored in the basement, and—for
dessert—had nibbled the flooring.

Termites did such a thorough job in

a church in Los Angeles in 1926 that
the structure colla, The recent col-
lapse of a wing of the Vatican Library
was attributed to the same cause.

One of the most thrilling feuds in the
insect world is that between termite and
ant. A motion  picture produced by
Nathan, Woodwnrdp and Fairbanks and
recently distributed by Educational Film
Exchange shows how this warfare is
waged. It's a survival of the fittest
that would have handed Darwin a thrill



vmond 58duT” wol A

ek WG S
m.fw * w,z“.
w _h_. wm. ¥ __.m
_L n—w&r mﬁa i
% __Nﬁ 3 um_ o e

#?:r ,..w mm_.ﬁ.m 4

mm.umu u.&u
ell m, :

il bap “slime T 2l smeVl W

d-_iu

lq
m
!‘
-ll -ui
".-::......m
:t ua.‘.'."f;.
- *E..
=9 Yo mi
wshios Bon.
msgEen 7.-
o apvisamodl

K 4 f

3

_mu. m.gw~£




	crms226-0007-016-001
	crms226-0007-016-002

