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State of Aorth Cavoling
F;.,‘.i.f,'i'::\.\ SRR Supreme Cour
3 daleigh

ac
to intrude upon a b an,
iesire now 3t} should understand that not only wers

acquitted of all ths charges, but that ths charzes themselves invol-

ive arti
aircloth,
a mandamus compelling
icor whom we had already decided to be
involved was eight hundred dollars, and
nor could have, any personal
decided,
several times
favor of Dsmocrats, we
jeny to any one the aqual protection of the laws sinr
spublican, It might have bssn more zsuarous in us to
have given yffice to a moerat, t genernsity is not & virtus when
dealin v tha property of others,
s was that we had by a series of decisions, de-

iisreputs,
1i1 not thi t } stitutionality of an ac
jepandad upon the political mplaxion of the Legislature: and as we had
acts vassed by the Republican (or Fusion) Legis-

lature uncon utions wo desmed it our duty to judze the acts of

a
by the same Constitutional standard, Le we could

smoeratic
io y fully justified our econduct, sayi

not do- mor
stance we would fesl it our duty to do so again under similar
circumstanesas I snate of fifty membors, hers re were e pub-

licans, 3 Poruliste d 3 ymocratsr we ® every charge

an slightest romise or ;y., Strange as







State of Worth avoling
b o §Kh})ff‘llli’ @onrt

Baleigh

such sstions were made on ths part of the prosecution,
, a8 you can well imagine, wers so carofully ruarded as to be svoken

f only in confiden ur answar was that there could be but one of two

matter- an open and unconditional withdrawal of the prose-
cution, or a fight to a finish, It was the latter, he prosecution

accopted the alternative, and fought with desperation, If the fig}

basn purely on legal grounds, we would not have careis but as the charges

n fied in re in

1t

to politieal methods to secure convietion, The influ

snce of practically
the entirs State Administration and the Democratic Ring was actively ox-
jenators were privately urged to vote for convietion on

srted, Doubting
told that as I was a man of admittael

all sorts of grounds, They ware even
character and influenece, and the inheritor of a
and while it would deprive me of my present

great name, my conviction
would refleet no dishonor,

ffices, it would be no actual loss,

COy

as I would be taken care of by the

'sderal Administration, Judge Winston, Chairman of the Committee pre-
the Articles of Impsachment to the 3enate, declared in his speech
ouse that the fact that the Judges were men of "exalted character”
hem the more dangerous, and that "men had frequently gone to the

with eharactors as spotless as the driven snow for political
This anomaly was at first unaccountabls: but it soon developed
that the dominating motivas was ths protection of the Constitutional
! t disfranchising t . Wi } f
hes and I constituted a majority of the Court, We were
the Amendment, It was thought that we would decide

Republicans,

had voted against
way we had voted if the matter were brought before us, The Democrats
had just carried the 3tate and adopted the Amendment by sixty thousand

ma jority, under a conditiom of enthusiasm that in many places amounted
any honestly believed that Anglo-saxon civilization was at

stake, and did not intend to let two Republican Judges undo by a stroke
the pen what had cost them so much tims, labor, expense and even

of

blood to accomplish, jtrange as it may seem, this fesling was increased

jenator Pritchard had frequently and openly
on

by the conduet of a friend,
% stitutionality would

attacked the Amendment, andi declared that its







ate of Worth Caroling
Snpreme Conrt
Raleigh

be tested, In addition to this, he repsated to Democratic
tance of the conversation batween
in relation to my nomination as U, 5, stri s jenator
him that Zwart could not be confirmed, and urged him to
y appointment saying that the President was willing (or perhaps
name to the 3enate, senator Pritchard objected to m
nomination o 12 8019 ground that for me to leave the 3Supreme Court of
lorth Carolina at that time "would be a publie calamity.," Veither
1 A 1 noz InNailor anna mentioned 1 inteaz 31 to me
aftar I had heard it through Democratic¢ sources, Both subsequently re-
veated it as above, While upon the witness stand durin e Impeach-
ment, I was asked whether I had not stated that the reason I was not
appointed was because I would be needed on the Supreme Court, You can
readily seo that the average politician would find eome excuse for strain-
ing his conscisnce to got rid of a Judge who remained upon the Bench

-arranged political decision, It is nesdless t

aimply to remnder a pr
+

say that Senator Pritchard has nasver sought to influence meiin the
and that whatever idea he might have had as to my probable action was

derived from h view of the law, f course he could never have antic
result of his conversation, and was deeply interested in our
ittal,
till, it seems rather hard to bs complimented out of a District
Judgeship and into an impeachment at the same time by the unguarded words
T a frisnd Put perhans 1 should not complain,
1t of [mp n i t our N
standing, any of its prominent actors have before and since fully
rossed their appreciation of our character,
As illustrating what I have said, I enclose copies of letters
written in 1898, endorsing me for District Judge by Judg ), Winston,

Chairman of Committsee to present the articles to the 3enate;s Judge W

Allen, Chairman of the Board of Managers; and Judge Walter Clark, the
principal witness against us and now the Democratic nominee for Chief
Justice, 'hese gentlemen were not only personally prominent, but active
in the vprosecution, All have since been most cordial, 3cores of others
less prominent are squally complimentary, I enclose a printed copy of
our answer, ur defense is substantially included in Article V on pag







: State of Forth Lf‘mmlm
ROBERT . DOTOTAS. | ,:“\}J veme @1

CHARLES A. COC
= 10 «

nain,

carely Yours,







Personal.

WHITE HOUSE,
WASHINGTON

r Judge Deugl

inced t!

upon you.

Very truly yvours,

Secretury to the President .

R« M. Douglas,

reensboro, Nort
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