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MR. PRESIDENT

We meet here to-day to celebrate the anniversary of a
nation’s birth on a spot consecrated by the life blood of
her faithful sons freely given in her defense in the weak-
est hour of her infanc

It is hard to realize that only one hundred and twenty-
two years have passed since that starry flag was first
given to the free air of its native heaven. To-day it
floats on every sea, representing a nation whose material
power dominates the western hemisphere, and casts its
broadening shadow across the world. Infinitely greater
is the influence of the moral principles w! itrepresents
as the emblem of the most perfect union of liberty and of
law that the world has ever seen.

A careful study of the birth, growth and decline of the
great nations and peoples within h
seem to have been regulated by some fixed laws whose
nature we cannot comprehend, but whose existence we
are forced to admit, plainly indicates that we are yet far
from the meridian of our national life. What our future

may be, no human judgment can foretell; but I have a
firm conviction that the future destinies of the world are
in the hands of the English speaking people. One in
blood and in language, governed substantially by the
same laws and moved by the same high aspirations, sep-




arated alone by the natural landmarks that define the
limits of their respective -inf < 1€y go on to-
gether in perfect harmony, in the accomplishment of
their great mission, with a single purpose and perhaps to

Already snificent empire of Spain has gone to
decay, and her imperial power lies with her sunken fleet
in Manila Bay, both mere memories of the past. She is
still keeping up a hopeless contest for N
but Sampson’s guns are tolling the death-knel
dominion on the eat continent she once cl
overy and of conquest.

Whatever may be the results of this war as to territo-
rial expansion, it was entered into with evident rel
tance by the American people, and only from the high-

est sense of national duty and self defense. Once in, we

know but one way out

Terrible as war must always be, it has its compensa-
tions in the patriotism it engenders and the heroism it
develops. In spite of our sorrow, we cannot but feel a
mournful pride that North Carolina, ever lastin the quar-
rel and first in the fight, offered up the first sacrifice upon
the altar of our re-united land

Our own Worth Bagley, brave as the bravest, and ten-
der, loving and true as becomes the brave, standing
the post of duty and smiling gently in the face of danger,
calmly met the embrace of death

ations, like individuals, have their infancy as well as

their manhood; and the patriot who guards the cradle of
a new born state, deserves fully as much as the hero who
follows its conquering banner in the full tide of its impe-
rial power. Rome, stern, heroic Rome ,not only deified
her founder; but held in the highest veneration and per-
petuated in the most enduring form, the memory of the
she-wolf which suckled him in his helpless infancy on the
Palatine Hill

The glorious victory of Manila, unparalleled in its com-

pleteness, was not as important in itself or in its effect
upon the destinies of mankind, as the battle of Guilford
Court House. Had there been no Guilford Court House,
there would have been no Yorktown; and had there been
no Yorktown, there would have been no Manila. The
roar of Dewey’s 8 inch guns w in historic result, but
the echo of the squirrel rifles fired across yonder field by
the Guilford militia

Since the devoted labors of Judge Schenck, the founder
of our Association and the restorer of the battlefield, but
little is left to be said about the battle itself; and so it has
become usual for the annual orator to select some revo-
lutionary personage as the subject of his address. Cus-
tom, as well as a certain degree of necessity, has gener-
ally imposed this duty upon some kinsman of the patriot
dead.

As the old Romans thought the duty of eulogy rested
upon the nearest surviving relative, under the idea that
he was best qualified to speak of the virtues of the de-
ceased; so it is thought that those who proudly claim
their kindred blood will make the greater effort to collect
from the scattered : KC gly imperfect records of
that period, the necessary facts to perpetuate the memory
of our illustrious dead. Thus I am here to-day to give a
brief outline of the li 1 character of Governor Alex-
ander Martin

I trust you will do me the justice to remember that
this is the fourth of July, and that a long historical dis
sertation would wear out my welcome. Moreover, a full
record of the life of one who was for so many years the
directing power of the State, would be, for t} eriod,
almost the history of the state itself.
merest outline must suffice.

The founder of the family in America was Hugh Mar-
tin, a Presbyterian minister, who emigrated from County
Tyrone, Ireland, in 1721, and settled in Hunterdon coun-
ty, New Jersey, where his five sons were born. They




were Alexander, James, Thomas, Samuel and Robert,
the Governor being the eldest and Robert, my great-
grandfather, being the youngest. The five brothers
came South shortly before the Revolution, and settled in
Virginia; but all except Thomas soon afterwards removed
to North Carolina.

Alexander was born in 1740, and graduated at Prince-
ton University, then Nassau Hall, in 1756, at the age of
sixteen. His scholarship must have been remarkably
fine, as shown not only by the fact of his graduation at
so early an age, but from the further fact that his staid
old Alma Mater conferred upon him, in the midst of a
busy life, the highest honor she could bestow, the degree
of Doctor of Laws. (LL. D.)

In 1772 he settled at Guilford Court House, which was
then situated less than a mile east from here, near the
edge of the battlefield, and was subsequently named
Martinsville in his honor. When the battle was fought
he was a member of the Council Extraordinary. He
must have become a citizen of the state before 1771, as
Foote and Moore both state that he and Rev. Dr. David
Caldwell were present at the battle of the Alamance, and
made fruitless appeals to both sides for peace. That a
young stranger should have been selected to accompany
that eminent divine upon so difficult, dangerous and
thankless an undertaking, was the highest tribute to his

personal character, judgment and patriotism

In 1771 he was apparently a resident of Rowan Coun-
ty, as his name appears among the officers of that coun-
ty, signed to an agreement dated March 7, 1771, with the
Committee of the Regulators to submit all matters of griev-
ance to arbitration. What office he held does not appear
from the paper; but Rumple, in his History of Rowan
County, says that he lived in Salisbury unatil Guilford
County was erected, and that he was frequently commis-
sioned by the Crown to hold the District Court at Salis-
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bury, having presided over that court as late as the first
day of June, 1775

On March 18, 1771, he and Colonel John Frohoc
wrote to Governor Tryon giving an account of their
agreement with the Regulators, and urging a policy of
justice and conciliation. The answer , x-
tremely sarcastic, written in the pride and insolence of
power to one whom he never dreamed would, by the
choice of a free people, be his successor in the glorious
years to come.

In his letter of April 12, 1771, to the Earl of Hillsboro,
Governor Tryon speaks of Alexander Martin as * Colo-
nel Martin.” So at that early Martin was evidently
a man of position and influence.

In 1774 and 1775 he was a member of the Colonial As-
sembly from Guilford County. He was appointed Lieu-
tenant Colonel of the Second Regiment from this State
in the Continental line on September 1st, 1775, and was
promoted to the Colonelcy of the same regiment on April
10, 1776, which he held until November 22, 1777 when
he resigned

Wheeler says that: ‘He, with his regiment, was
the battle of Brandywine, 11th September, 1775, where
Lafayette was wounded; and was near him when he re-
ceived the wound. In the attack of Washington on the
British at Germantown, October 4th, 1777, he was pres-
ent when his General, Francis Nash, was killed.” In
1779 he was elected state senator from Guilford County,
and again in 1780, 1781, 1782, 1785, 1787, and 1788. In
1780 he was elected Speaker of the Senate, and again in
1781 and 1782, as we then had no Lieutenant-Governor,
an office which was not created until the Constitution of
1868.

After the terrible disasters occurring in the South dur-
ing the year 1780, the Legislature meeting in September,
created a Board of War “to direct and control the mili-
tary of the state,” and elected as its members Governor




Martin, John Penn and Oroondates Dav Of this re-
markable body, whose powers seem to have been as am-
ple as they were undefined, Governor Martin was the
Chairman and admittedly its dominating spirit.

Gov. Graham, in his admirable historical lecture deliv-
ered at New York in 1858, in speaking of this Board and
its members, says that its creation ““was utterly at vari-
ance with the plain precepts of the Constitution”; but
that its members *‘undertook the task devolved upon them
in the most devoted spirit of patriotism, and with a proper
sense of its magnitude, and executed its duties with fear-
lessness, ability and eminent public benefit” Stronger
commendation could not come from a higher source.

In the following year the Board of War was discontin
ued, and a “Council Extraordinary” created, who, with
the Governor (Nash), were invested with the powers of
government during the recess of the Legislature, and in-
definitely if the invasion of the enemy should prevent the
holding of elections and the meeting of the Assembly at
the usual time. This Council was composed of Gover-

rtin, Governor Caswell and Mr. Bignall

It is a sad commentary upon the condition of our early
records, that I have been utterly unable to escertain how
long this truly extraordinary body remained in existence,
or what it did, if anything. Wheeler makes no allusion
to it whatever in his history, while Moore merely men-
tions its creation, and does not even include it in his in-
dex.

Our State Records are now being compiled and pub-
lished, but the latest volume has not yet reached this
period of our his

I suspect the Council did nothing, but for what reason
it is difficult to say. Governor Caswell, great and patri-

otic as he was, was a man of fixed views and strong preju-

dices, and for some reason was personally antagonistic
to Governor Martin. It may be that Caswell, having as
Major General been in command of the entire body of

State militia, expected the Council merely to register his
will. If so, he found in Martin a man who not only was
his equal in other respects, but possessed the advantage
of a calmer judgment and a steadier temper

It is truly unfortunate if the divergent views of these
two great men prevented them from giving to the state
they loved so well, the full measure of service of their
great intellects and loyal hearts,

Upon the capture of Governor Burke, by Fannin in
September, 1881, Governor Martin, by virtue of his office
as Speaker of the Senate, succeeded to the Governorship,
and became in name as well as in fact the head of the
state government. Governor Burke returned the follow-
ing year, and resumed his office for the remainder of his
term; but was soon again succeeded by Gov. Martin,
who was elected in the Fall of 1782 and again in 1783

The Constitution of 1776 provided that: “The Sen-
ate and House of Commons jointly, at their first meeting
after each annual election, shall, by ballot, elect a Gov-
ernor for one year, who skall not be ¢
longer than three years in ; successive years.
provision compelled the retirement of Governor Martin
at the end of the year 1784. He was immediately re-
elected as Senator from Guilford County, and was again
made Speaker of that body, succeeding Governor Cas-
well, who had succeeded him as Governor.

In 1786 he was elected by joint ballot of the two
houses of the General Assembly one of the five delegate
to the Federal Convention called to meet in Philadelphia
to frame the Constitution of the United States. This
convention convened on Friday, May 25th, 1787, and
among those present Governor Martin’s name appears
first among the delegates from North Carolina, on page
139 of volume 1 of Elliott’s Debates. As usual with all
his duties, he took an active and intelligent part in its
proceedings; but for some reason both he and William
R. Davie were absent when the Constitution was signed,




and hence their names do not appear to that immortal
instrument in the formation of which they took so deep
an interest, and the ultimate adoption of which by their
own state was so largely due to their efforts. In the
same year Governor Martin was in elected to the
State Senate, and again became its presiding officer. At
that time this position was much more important than at

present, and was universally rega second only to

the Govern

This Legislature “onvention to
meet at Hillsborough i § » consider the adop-
tion of the Federal Constitution sovernor Martin was
a candidate for the Convention, but was defeated by his

old friend Doctor David Caldwell, who was an intense

Republican, as the followers of Jefferson then called
themselves, and bitterly opposed to the adoption of the
Constitution 5

The defeat of Martin was practicall e defeat of the
Constitution for the time being; as the Convention by a
vote of 184 to 84, more than a two-thirds majority, deter-
mined neither to adopt nor reject the Constitution, but
simply to recommend a bill of rights and ‘wenty-sia
amendments; and it then adjourned sine die to await th
action of the other states

Gov. Martin was immediately returned to the State
Senate, and again elected Speaker. No stronger proof
of the stern independence of the stalwart yeomanry of
Guilford County could have been given than their oppos-
ition to the Federal Constitution in spite of the earnest
appeals of their great countyman, whom they always
loved, honored and trusted. That trust was never be-
trayed, and that love and confidence were never lost.

The Constitution having been adopted by a majority of
the states, the government of the United States went into
operation in the Spring of 1789. The fourth day of March
was set for the meeting of Congress; but a quorum of the
Senate was not obtained until April 6th, and General

Washington was not inaugurated as President until the
30th day of April

rompt action on the part North Carolina became
imperative, and a Constitutional Convention was
called. Both the Convention and the General Assembly
met at Fayetteville on November 2nd, 1789,

The Federal Constitution was adopted, and Governor

Johnston Benjamin Hawkins were elected Senators

necessitated the immediate election of Governor, an
office then regarded as of greater d ty and importance
than that of Senator, as he was the head of the sovereign
state of which the Senator was only. one of the represen-
tatives. In fact Mr. Jefferson re led the Governors
of the respective states as the only officials whose visits
the President could be expected to return.

It is impossible for us to realize the extreme reluctance
and grave misgivings with which this state entered the
Federal Union. A republic formed by the voluntary
aggregation of sovereign states, widely separated and of
diverse internal interests, was an untried experiment in
the history of the world. All the republics and democ-
racies of former times had virtually been confined in their
governing power to their dominating cities. The Roman
republic was simply the republic of Rome. The city
was the creator of the republic, and was properly called
‘‘the mistress of the world”. Here the National govern-
ment was the creature of pre-existing states, and to call
Washington City the mistress of this country would be a
pure absurdity.

North Carolina had many illustrious men from whom
to choose her Chief Executive; but she felt the need of
her strongest son, one not only of proved loyalty and
ability, but one whose calm judgment and steady hand
could be trusted to guide the infant ship of state through
the stormy billows that hid the horizon. In this hour of
supremest trial the heart and mind of the people turned
to Alexander Martin.
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He was immediately elected Governor, and the Old
North State began her magnificent career as one of the
United States of America under his directing hand. He
was again elected Governor in 1790 and again in 1791,
thus for the second time serving out the full number of
terms allowed by the Constitution

Six times Governor of this state, once by succession
and five times by direct election, Governor Martin has
left a record that has never been equalled and seldom
approached. Governor Caswell was elected four times
and Governor Vance three times.

Of Martin's wonderful career as Governor, Colonel
Wheeler, whose extreme Jeffersonian leaning made him
by no means partial to our great Federalist, simply says,
on page 182 of his history: “He (Alexander Martin)
conducted the affairs of the State in a troubled and peril-
ous period with great dign
scrupulous integrity.” Justice could say no less, and
eulogy need say no more.

In 1793 Governor Martin was elected to the Senate of
the United States, and served his term with his habitual
ability, fidelity and distinction. While not agreeing with
the extreme views of Hamilton, he was a staunch Feder-

ty, unswerving fidelity and

alist, and a devoted follower of Washington, whose per-
sonal friendship he so long enjoyed.

In the childhood of a nation its people are more impul-
sive and less conservative than in its more mature devel-
opment. It may be the want of national experience, and
perhaps to a greater extent, the disruptive influence in-
separable from successful revolution. It is a realization
of this fact that has lead the students of history to a more
thorough appreciation of the sublime character of Wash-
ington, who was far greater in his restraining influence
over the dangerous elements of the country than in his
more brilliant achievements. As a successful general,
and even as the founder of a mighty nation, he may be
surpassed by others; but in his formative infiuence upon
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the character of a great and noble people, he has no
superior in history, and but one rival in Alfred the
Great.

The principles of the French Revolution, for the time

being, exercised a wonderful influence over the American

people, in some sections endangering the existence of

organized government, and even threatening the founda-

tions of the Christian faith. No Irishman, whether Cath-

olic or Protestant, has any toleration for infidelity; and

nes of his Church,

Governor Martin

seat in the Senate, saw the threatening dangers,

and regardless of personal consequences, sternly faced

the gathering storm. He may have underestimated the

ultimate conservatism of the people, and doubted too

much Jefferson’s ability to control the dangerous elements

he had aroused, but he did the right as he was given to
see the right.

With his lofty patriotism, deep convictions and strong
character, he could not do otherwise. He was Alexan-
der Martin; and while the willow may bend, the oak
must stand or fall. He strongly supported Adams’ ad-
ministration, voted for the Alien and Sedition acts, and
at the end of his term retired to private life with the
great party to which he belonged

Moore’s history on page 428 of volume 1, says that
Jesse Franklin succeeded Bloodworth as Senator in 1798.
This is a mistake. Franklin succeeded Martin, and took
his seat on December 30th, 1800, as shown on page 21 of
the Annals of Congress for the first session of the Sixth
Congress

About 1789 Governor Martin moved his residence to
the new county of Rockingham, which was cut off from
Guilford in 1785, and thereafter resided on a plantation,
to which he gave the name of Danbury, situated on the
south bank of Dan River, at the mouth of Jacobs’ Creek.
Here he lived until his death in 1807, possessing ample
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means and exercising the most generous hospitality.
Among his guests was General Washington, who spent
several days with him on his return from his Southern
trip in 1790, arriving there about the first week in June
of 1791.

They had long t i Besides having been
United States Senator dur Washington’s entire second
term, during which he strongly supported his adminis-
tration, he had served under him during the War. Upon
his leaving the army General Washington presented to
him a pair of silver cups. One of the cups now belongs
to Colonel James Martin, of Winston, N. C., who is a
lineal descendant of the llant Colonel James Martin
who commanded the Guilford militia under Greene, and
who was Governor Martin's brother. This cup is now
on the desk before me.

Governor Martin was always a warm friend of our
State iversity. As Governor he earnestly recom-
mended its support by the State. In 1790 he became
one of its trustees, 2 ined so until his death. He

nt of the Board of Trustees in 1792-3, but
gave up this position upon his election to the U. S. Sen-
ate. Another proof of his wonderful popularity is shown
in the action of the Legislature, which promptly struck
from the map of North Carolina the names of the coun-
ties of Tryon, Bute and Dobbs, and yet retained the name
of Martin County, although it had been named in honor
of Josiah Martin, the Royal Governor. No one would
raise his hand against a name that stood so high on the
patriot roll.

Governor Martin represented Rockingham County in
the Senate in 1804 and 18¢ It may seem strange to
some that one who had so repeatedly held such high
positions should, in his old age, be willing to go again
to the Legislature; but his fellow citizens knew well the
incalculable benefit of being represented by one of his
great ability, exalted character and long experience;
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while with him the post of duty was the post of honor.
That he was again elected president of the Senate show
that he retained to the last the respect and confidence of
his fellow men

Like others of our greatest men, the character of Gov-
ernor Martin exhibited some apparent inconsistencies

The brave old patriot, whose life was full of heroic and

successful effort, and whose distinguishing characteristic
was strength,—stern, dominating, matchless strength,—
in his hours of relaxation relapsed into the quiet poet-
dreamer, wandering along the leafy banks of the Dan,
and writing verses.

This brings us to another ph of human character
which recalls a remark made by my father when I was a
boy. It then made a deep impression on my mind, which
has been strengthened by the observation and reflection
of maturer years. He was d ng the character of
General Winfield Scott in connection with his celebrated
“Hasty plate of soup” dispatch, and remarked that his ex-
perience had shown that even the greatest men generally
prided themselves upon the particular qualities which
they did not happen to possess. Governor Martin, by
the practical consensus of contemporaneous judgment,
eminent as soldier, patriot, statesman and scholar, thought
that he was a poet. Iregretto say that the deliberate
judgment of posterity is that in this view he was mis-
taken. His ode on the death of General Francis Nash
and lines on the death of Gov. Caswell have been pub-
lished in the University Mag , and have been highly
praised for their patiotism. His admiring kinsmen con-
sole themselves with the idea that his best poems must
have been lost.

Upon his death in 1807, his body was placed in a vault
constructed in a beautiful wooded bluff overlooking the
river. Here his remains rested in peace for thirty or
forty years, until a great freshet in the river caused the
water to rise above the level of the vault, into which it
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flowed. He was devoted to ver; and it seemed

strangely pathetic that its wat hould, after so many
f

rf

years, come as if to t \ore in their fond embrace

all that remained | grieving, if
aught inanima r turning brave.”
As the vault was injured, his r s moved and

e, but at what sg

buried elsewher
and it is imposs obtain ev
flicting statem is a singular coinciden
and Gener ould both sleep in unknown graves.
A conter writing of Gov Martin, says
fhatsr oh] S ) t nine or ten inches in
height, well f 1 and tured.” I have a large
photogray ken from an original portrait also
in the possession of Colonel Marti The head is large
and well shaped, and has the poise of conscious strength.
The face is strong and attractive. The nose is long and
straight, with full thin nostrils. The forehead is not
unusually high, but is broad and well developed. The
jaw is square and massive, indicating, with the firm
straight lips, extraordinary force of character, with an
inflexible w

d great concentration of purpose. The

lips seem to be slightly compressed, which is sometimes

the result of the habitual effort of self-control The
eyes, which are large ar ipart, are looking straight
at you and apparently you, from lids that are
slightly closed : eye of Erin, whose
wrath ““a word can kindle and a word assuage.” It is
rather the calm eye of the frontiersman, long used to
danger for which it was ever watchful, but from which it
never shrank.
The entire expression is one of repose; but there is
h suggests:
““That underneath that face like summer ocean’s,
Its lip as moveless and its cheek as clear,
Slumbers a whirlwind of the heart’s emotions,

Love, hatred—pride, hope, sorrow—all save fear,”
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Governor Martin, like all strong men, had his enemies;
but he brushed them aside with too much indifference to
leave any record of his defense. He has since had
detractors even among self-styled historians; but no de-
fense or vindication is necessary of one for whom the pa-
triots of the Revolution thought no honor too high, and
in whom George Washington could find a kindred spirit-

From this cup, sanctified by the lips of the Father of
his Country in the pledge of friendship to my honored
kinsman, and now filled with pure water from the spring
that quenched the dying thirst of the heroes who fell
upon this field, I drink in the deepest reverence, to the
memory of the Deathless Dead
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SUPREME COURT OF NORTH CAROLINA
ROBERT M. DOUGLAS

Associate Justice

Ravgies, N. C., September 13, 1902.

Charles C. Homer, BEsq.,
President of the Maryland Bankers’ Association,
Baltimore, Md.

My Dear Sir:—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of the kind invitation of your Committee of Administrati
to deliver before the Annual Convention of your Association
an address upon ‘‘The South, Its Present and Future”, or
some kindred subject.

Nothing would give me more pleasure, nor could I find a
more congenial subject or oceasion. My high appreciation of
such an invitation from so responsible a source, with the prom-
ised renewal of valued friendships formed in my boyhood
days, would offer every incentive for its acceptance were it
within my power.

Unfortunately for me, our court is in session, and I can not
be absent without neglecting matters of importance. Bven if
I could be present, I fear the subject you assign me would
overtax my powers as well as my time.

Excluding its geographical situation, the term ‘‘South’” in
its industrial sense may be taken to include the seceding States,
which of course were the principal slaveholding States. The
institution of slavery, secession, and the extinction of slavery,
were the three great incidents that created the industrial con-
ditions existing in the South at the close of the Civil War, and
for many years thereafter. Far be it from me to rake out any
political question from the ashes of the troubled past, but as a
native North Carolinian and a slaveholder by inheritance, I

ve no hesitation in saying that slavery was a curse to the
large majority of the people of the South. The man owning
a hundred slaves, with thousands of acres of land, could make
himself comfortable with little personal effort; but his poor




white neighbor, forced unlettered and unskilled into competi-
tion with those slaves upon the equal plane of manual labor,
was in a different position.

The essential features of slavery necessarily created an
agricultural community. Slavery required the absolute sub-
ordination of the will of the slave to that of the master; and
it was difficult to maintain this subordination if the slaves were
worked together in large numbers, and especially if their oceu-
pation required the cultivation of unusual skill or intelligence.

Many of the larger planters had their own carpenter:

ksmiths, and other mechanics, who were taken from the
more intelligent of their slaves and carefully trained to their
respective trades. These, with the household servants, formed
a distinet class in slavery, but of course bore a small propor-
tion to the negro population. I am speaking now of general
conditions, to which of course there were exceptions arising
from local circumstances which nec ily differed to a con-
siderable extent in so large an area. The South as above
defined, extending from the Potomae to the Rio Grande, is an
empire in itself. Stretching from the coastal plains of the
Atlantic to those of the Gulf, and traversing the mountain
ranges of the Blue Ridge and the Alleghanies, with their inter-
vening valleys, including that of the Mississippi, it presents
such a wide range of soil, climate, and production as essentially
to modify any general description. Still, as slavery was the
dominant feature of the old South, the slaveholding class was
its dominating element. Possessing in a very large degree its
wealth and education, joined to a certain moral force that
seems to spring from the acknowledged mastery of man or
brute, they shaped its policies and controlled its destinies with
\ firm and steady hand, born alike of ability and experience.
I'his influence necessarily varied in different localities in pro-
portion to the number and wealth of the planters; but while
less in some than in others, it was nowhere entirely unfelt.

The result was that the manufactures of the South were
generally on a small scale, and such as required but little capi-
tal or skill. The fact that a few men of wealth and influence,
looking beyond their environments, anticipated the possibili-
ties of the future, merely emphasized the almost universal rule.
The fact remains that in 1865 the South was not a manufac-
turing people, and possessed neither the capital nor the experi-
ence to become so.

Few can realize how complete was the destruction of South-
ern capital. Its commerce had been annihilated; its banks
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ruined; and its ewrrency destroyed. The freeing of its slaves,
formerly its principal basis of credit, mattered but little com-
pared to the total subversion of its domestic policy and the loss
of so large a proportion of the best and bravest of its sons.

We are too apt to regard capital as meaning nothing but

money. This is too restrictive an application, especially when
applied to the industrial development of a people. Money of
itself is not capable of production, and becomes so only when
associated with human skill and industry. The product repre-
sents usually more of the human than the financial element
It has been said that a nail contains more iron than a watch-
spring, and that the greater value of the latter represents the
invested brains of the workman. In other words, in a watch-
spring worth a dollar, one cent would probably represent the
value of the iron, and ninety-nine cents the value of the labor.
The difference in value between the spring and the nail is the
result of the difference in value between the labor employed in
their production. This labor represents time and skill, and the
greater the skill, the greater the value of the product and the
less the time required to accomplish a given result. It is this
power to accomplish results that determines the value of a
man’s services. It may be the result of an expensive educa-
tion, or long years of experience, or both. In any event, it is
not a mere momentary exhibition of power, but has become a
part of his nature, and, with his industry and integrity, forms
his capital. Take a man earning $15.00 a month, and capital-
ize him like any other business enterprise at say 6 per cent.;
and he would be worth $3,000. Deducting one-third of this
amount for the average chances of death, he would still be
worth $2,000 to himself. His value to his family would be
further lessened by the cost of his personal support. Take
another earning $150.00 a month, and ecapitalize him in the
same manner. He would represent a capital of $20,000, ten
times that of the other. This is not a mere financial conceit.
It is practically the rule of damages followed by the courts in
cases of death by wrongful act, taking into consideration the
life expectancy of the deceased. Tt should be the rule to be
substantially followed in the education of every child. If a
parent can educate a son from a $15.00 hand to a $150.00 hand,
he has started him with a handsome capital most securely
invested. If the father is unable to do it, and the State does
it, is it not a profitable investment? The State recognizes it as
such in its system of taxation, inasmuch as it taxes a man both
upon his head in the shape of a poll tax and upon his personal
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earnings in the shape of an income. By education I do not
mean exclusively scholastic training. I mean such training,
mental and manual, as will best fit a child for the fulfillment
of those duties in life which he will be ecalled on to perform.
We of the South have long since abandoned the idea that law,
medicine, and theology are the only learned professions, and
are beginning to realize that in some applied information
is better than mere abstract learning. Of course the moral
element must not be lost sight of, as it is the foundation stone
of every permanent structure.

To my mind, it is the realization of these facts that is the
basis of the prosperity of the South, and that in the future will
produce results immeasurably greater than those of the past.
Many of the proud ancestral names of our State have disap-
peared from the professions and are prominent among our
business men. This tendency is increasing.

At the close of the war the single problem that confronted
the South was that of existence. Its currency and its credit
had both gone down in the maelstrom of civil war, leaving it
without even a representative of values or a medium of ex-
change.

The national currency which had been issued in the North
remained in the North until something could be given in ex-
char Fortunately what was left of the tobacco and cotton
crops met with ready sale at high prices. Their proceeds were
at that time practically the monetary capital of the South.
Then followed the troubled periods of reconstruction and
reversion, which were not favorable to material development
The South, therefore, had comparatively but a few years in
which to adjust itself to its changed conditions. However,
necessity is a thorough teacher, even if a severe taskmaster. I
must confess my share in the general disappointment at the
failure of Northern capital to seek earlier investment in the
South. We thought we had everything needful to offer. We
had inexhaustible supplies of the raw material lying near the
coal beds or the rushing streams necessary for its manufacture.
Our climate was healthful and mild, witn less expenses of liv-
ing and longer periods of outdoor work. We had the bulk of
the cotton of the world. Why should it be carried across the
world when it could be spun within sight of its native field
We have one-half of the standing timber of the United States.
Why should it be carried a thousand miles and brought back
as furniture which could be manufactured at the edge of the
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But foreign capital came not, or at least in small and
uncertain streams. Perhaps they knew our want of prepara
tion better than we did ourselves.

Finding that outsiders would not cut our grain, like the
farmer in the fable, we made up our minds to cut it ourselves.
Our first efforts were on a small seale, and perhaps crude, but

gradually improved. It was then we began to realize the
wisdom of those far-seeing pioneers of enterprise whose works
remained to become the inspiration and the models in the
industrial regeneration of their people. Such names as Holt,
Hoke, Fries, and Morehead connect the prophetic dreams of
the past with the fullest realization of the present.

Realizing that successful competition with older fields of
enterprise required the co-ordinate education of brain and
hand, many of our people began sending their sons to technical
schools in the North where they could obtain such theoretical
and manual training as was especially adapted to the particu-
lar branch of industry they intended to follow.

Comparatively few could incur the expense of such an
education, and yet, as its necessity heeame more apparent, the
greater became the demand, until the State rightfully deemed
it its duty to supply the want. This led to the establishment
in 1889 of the Agricultural and Mechanical College, a State
institution situated at Raleigh. This is the natural comple-
ment of the State University at Chapel Hill, which was estab-
lished in 1789, and has been for more than a hundred years the
pride of our people. It must not be supposed because we are
awakening to the necessity of technical training, that we are
losing interest in other forms of education. On the contrary,
never have our colleges and schools been more successful or
more largely attended, and never before have we been making
such persistent efforts for the elementary education of the
masses. We realize the fact that the development of but one
set of muscles makes a one-sided man; and that no State can
become great that depends upon a single class of industries, or
that ignores the rights and needs of any portion of its people.

The Agricultural and Mechanical College, filling an
acknowledged want, has been wonderfully successful. In addi-
tion to thorough courses in agriculture and mechanies, it pro-
vides a military training, so that its graduates may be fitted to
defend their country in time of need. But it is upon other
fields that their battles must be fought. These young men,
the West Pointers of industry, are sent forth to drill and lead
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the grand army of workers upon a fair field of equal rights.
where every struggle is to build up and not destroy, and ever)
effort will result in the advancement of their country and the
betterment of its people. This school is in no sense a charity
While controlled and largely supported by the State, with the
assistance of the National Government, it is not entirely free,
but brings a practical education within the reach of the aver-
age citizen. Tts attendance is limited only by its capacity. It
has now over four hundred students, while large numbers have
been turned away for want of room. A similar institution has
been established at Greensboro, for the colored race, and is
meeting with deserved success under its able and prudent
management. The result of this earnest and sustained effort
at practical education will be a large and constantly increasing
addition to the skilled labor of the State, resulting in higher
and more profitable forms of manufacture, not in one staple
alone, but throughout the entire range of production made
possible by the vast and varied nature of our natural resources.

I have thus briefly reviewed the industrial prog: of the
State as it has appeared to me, to show the difficulties of its
attainment and the solid basis of its results. Such are the
conditions of every rock foundation. Already the thrift, in-
dustry, and increasing skill of our manufacturers have aceum-
ulated a large and growing capital. Success invites
ance, and we have of late been aided by Northern capital, but
I am informed to an amount much less than the aggregate
investment of our own people. I am further assured that,
with a few exeeptions, all the great manufacturing interests of
the State are practically under the control of Southern men

With increase of capital will come increase of power; but
whoever would rightly reckon with the industrial forces of the
South in the coming years must not overlook the human equa-
tion. ~Even in a material sense, the best capital a State can
ever have, the noblest in its nature, and the most permanent
and produetive in its results, consists in the educated manhood
of its people.

Again thanking you for your flattering invitation, and
regretting my inability to accept, or to respond in fitting
words, T remain, with best wishes,

Most sincérely yours,
Roserr M. DouGLas
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STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS’

ATTITUDE TOWARD SLAVERY

A letter written by his son, Judge Robert M. Douglas,
in reply to an invitation to attend the semi-
centennial celebration of the Lin-

coln-Douglas debates.

GrEENSBORO, N. C., October 14, 1908,

Hoxn. E. M. BowmaN,
Chairman Executive Committee Lincoln-Dou
bration, Alton Il

My dear Sir:—Your very kind letter inviting me to attend
the semi-Centennial Celebration of the Lincoln-Douglas
Debates, has been received. It is deeply appreciated, not only
for the invitation itself, but for the cordial and appreciative
tone of your letter.

As the elder, and now the only surviving son of Senator
Douglas, it would give me very great pleasure to attend the
Celebration and show my respeet, not only for my Father’s
memory, but also for that of his great rival, whom subsequent
events, perhaps beginning with these debates, have placed
among the greatest men in the ages

Denied the pleasure of a personal attendance, it seems to
me that one or two instances illustrating my Father’s charac-
ter would not be out of place.

Judge Taft, in his address at Galesburg, has tersely and

correctly stated the real issues then discussed by Mr. Lincoln




and Judge Douglas. He rightly says that ‘‘neither speaker
represented the extreme view of some of his party. The con-
troversy related to the status of slavery in the territories of
the United States, and its succeeding status in the states to
be formed out of that territory.””

He further says: ‘“Mr. Lincoln, therefore, while he
deplored the existence of slavery, believed that as a sworn
legislator it was his duty to vote to provide a fugitive slave
law, and such other protection to slave property as was
required by the Constitution.’”

To this extent Mr. Lincoln and Judge Doug! agreed ;
but Judge Douglas insisted that the question of slavery in
the territories and future states should be settled by the
people themselves inhabiting such territories and states. In
his opinion this would reduce the question of slavery from a
national to a local issue; and would thus not only recognize
the great doctrine of home rule, but would prevent future
legislation which he thought would endanger the very exis-
tence of the Union. I am merely stating his position; but
deem it simple justice to his memory to recall the fact that
he was personally opposed to slavery. He showed the sincerity
of his convictions by refusing a gift of slave property offered
by his father-in-law in the contingency of a failure of heirs
to his wife, which would have been worth from $100,000 to
$125,000. He never owned or accepted a slave or the proceeds
of a slave, directly or indirectly; nor would he permit himself
to be placed in a position where the ownership of slave
property might be cast upon him by operation of law. My
Mother, who was the only child of Colonel Robert Martin,
of Rockingham County, North Carolina, met my Father in
Washington City through her first cousin, Governor David
S. Reid, who was a colleague of Judge Douglas both in the
House of Representatives and in the Senate. My Grand-
father, Colonel Martin, died in 1848, after my Mother’s
marriage, but before my birth.

In his will, recorded both in this State and Mississippi,
appears the following paragraph: ‘‘In giving to my dear

daughter full and eomplete control over my slaves in Missis-
sippi (his slaves in North Carolina having been left to his
wife in fee simple) I make to her one dying request instead
of endeavoring to reach the case in this will. That is, that
if she leaves no children, to make provisions before she dies
to have all these negroes, together with their increase, sent
to Liberia or some other colony in Africa. By giving them
the net proceeds of the last crop they may make would fit
them out for the trip, and probably leave a large surplus to
aid them in commencing planting in that country. In this
request T would remind my dear Daughter that her hushand
does not desire to own this kind of property, and most of
our collateral connection already have more of that kind of
property than is of advantage to them.

‘I trust in Providence, however, she will have children;
and if so, T wish these negroes to belong to them, as nearly
every head of a family among them have expressed to me a
desire to belong to you and your children rather than to go to
Africa; and to set them free where they are would entail on
them a greater curse, far greater in my opinion as well as
most of the intelligent among themselves, than to serve a
humane master whose duty it would be to see that they were
properly protected in such rights as yet belong to them, and
have them properly provided for in sickness as well as in
health.””

Under his oath as executor of Colonel Martin, it was the
duty of Senator Douglas to protect the property belonging
to his children; but it is evident from the above provision
that he was never willing to own personally a slave or the
proceeds of a slave.

There is another phase of my Father’s character which,

in the all absorbing question of slavery with its possible

results, does not seem to have been sufficiently recognized.
It is admirably expressed in the following quotation from a
letter to me of Chief Justice Fuller. The Chief Justice says:
“I knew your lamented Father very well. Popular as he
was, it has nevertheless seemed to me that the extraordinary




abilities he possessed have never been fully appreciated. The
slavery question compelled his attention, and so the compre-

rasp of his mind did not get full opportunity for
expression in other directions. 3ut as time s on I think
the impression of his real greatness deepens.””

His constant care for the individual welfare of his own
State and its intellectual and material advancement, should
not be overlooked. His ¢ blishment of the University of
Chicago, not y by the use of his influence, but by a dona-
tion large for a man of his limited means, attests his interests
in the higher education of the people. On the other hand,
the building of the Illinois Central Railroad, and his early
efforts to place all charters under legislative control, show his

rard for the material interest of his State and his prophe
view of the necessity of corporate control.

In 1836, although only twenty-three years of age, Judge
Douglas, then a member of the Legislature of Illinois, moved
to insert in each charter granted a clause ‘‘reserving the

right to alter, amend or repeal this act whenever the public

good shall require it.”” Again, in 1851, while in the Senate
of tk

he United States, he insisted that the grant of lands that
secured the building of the Illinois Central Railroad should
be made directly to the State of Illinois. He then had them
given by the State to the Illinois Central Railroad upon con-
dition that the road should pay forever to the State seven
per cent. of its gross receipts, in lieu of taxes upon its
original line. I am informed that under this agreement the
company has for several years paid to the State of Illinois
an average of over one million dollars a year. For the year
ending April 30, 1906, it paid $1,143,097.46.

With kindest greetings to all who feel an interest in the
name and blood I bear, and with best wishes for the success
of your Celebration, T remain,

Sincerely yours,
RosERT M. DoUGLA
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THE ANNUAL ADDRESS

At the Banquet of the Society of Alumni, of George-
town University, at Washington, D. C.
1894.

t is indeed pleasant to mee

t again, after so many
years, the frie our earlier and better days. But

is long since I old Georgetown ; and with the warm
grasp of a living hand comes up the recollection of those
who have left us. One by one their shadowy forms
appear, called up by memory’s fondest dream, until the
heart re-echoes the poet’s song: “‘Oh, for the touch of a
vanished hand, and the sound of a voice that is still

Among them rises one of heroic mould—the teacher and

friend of my boyhood, the admiration and inspiration

my maturer years—Father Charles P

of Bahan

Father Bahan was born July 9, 1835, entered George-
town College May 6, 1850, and left it September 4, 1854
after having taken the medal in the class of poetry at
the preceding commencement. He entered the Society
of Jesus two days later, on September 6, 1854, and died
at Woodstock College, in 1882, of he diseasc

As a boy and man he was the product of Georgetown
and surely a fairer life was never grafted on a nobler
stem. To the strongest and sternest qualities of man-
hood he joined the gentleness of a woman and the
purity of a child

Born in Louisiana, of French extraction, his physical
and mental characteristics indicated Norman rather
than Gallic blood! Simple and unpretentious in speech
and manner, in him lightly slumbered the spirit of the
sea kings of old. Of medium height and but little more
than medium weight, he possessed a quickness and ac-
tivity seemingly inconsistent with his almost super-

human strength. This mere physical strength wa

ly intensified by his power of instant and

exertion. Physically, mentally, and morally was an
whlete.  Every mu of his powerful frame, every
faculty of his strong and active mind, every thought and
feeling, was und he domination of a will of iron, a
heart of gold. Fitted to lead his fellowmen in any con-
lition of life, whether in sunshine or in storm, he might

have become, even among wildest desperadoes of
the west, the terror of the mountain, or the pride of the
Leading the peaceful life of a priest of God, no
one possessed an humbler Christian spirit, a purer Chris-
tian heart. The hand, the grasp of whose single finger
could bend a ten-penny nail, was ever ready, with a
woman’s tenderness, to soothe the fevered brow, to raise
len, and to lead the wayward
him the teacher never degenerated into the peda-
gogue, the prefect never sank into the detective,
throughout the very warp and woof of his nature
golden threads of heroic manhood. Striet and firm,
never technical, he possessed the rare faculty of dis
guishing the essence from the mere wording of the rule.
As a prefect he seemed to have the unaccountable
faculty of always being in the right place; and while
seeing more that ought to have been seen, could be more
absolutely unconscious of what he did not wish to see
than anyone I ever saw. He neither required, nor had
occasion. to require, the personal respect which others
might demand in vain. To him it was freely given, as
the voluntary tribute of youth to the highest and noblest
qualities of manhood. He frequently mingled in the

sports of the boys, and won

their love and admiration

not only by his splendid physical qualities, but more by
a-

his frank recognition of equality and generous withhol

ing of superior strength
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even when closely shaved, by a beard ind unusual-

ly heavy. His nose was large, and his lips thick, but

n the eye

His eye

lark 1 s of the shadow

han any distinct

thou

h

\at must hay
nature which could exercise such compl
1 and passions th
ned vival of some
With a Viking’s frame h
suffered

With gleaming

upon the offender; tl
hand to his corded brow, he 1

perhaps in silent r, and resumed t
he was not irrita ind was utterly igr

body and th

moral quali-
of the moral
ete control over

weir intensity

n once when
1 reddening
en pressing his

1e bowed his head a momer

he lesson Yet
orant of the art

of quarreling. What he might have been in the world

without restraints of 1 I d
what he was I can never hope to be

warm e climate of his native state, ¢

read to
With passions

leep and strong

i river that rushes by his boyhood’s home

he have been subjected to unusual temptations

were we can never know, but

ely they be-




came L

P

Tis might say his only, fault, was self-dis

ust. Seclud childhood, reared within the walls
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1 lopment of some one quality
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With him the

virtues made the glorious whole Innately

truthful, and brave, t manly attributes of

strength, gentleness, and purity, he added the priestly
virtues of charity, humility, and devotion

His seemi untimely death was a fitting end to such

a life. Our latest recollections of him are the brightest

No pitying finger could point to what he once had been

With mind undimmed by age, and body untouched by

sickness or by sin, he died in the fullest flower of a

rest manhood

ADDRESS

Accepting the Portrait of William Hooper, on behalf
of the Guilford Battle Ground Company, delivered
July 4th, 1895

Ladies and Gentlemen

The Directors of the Guilford Battle Ground Company

have imposed upon me the honorable and pleasant duty

of accepting this handsome portrait of William Hooper

painted and presented by our distinguished friend and
benefactor, Mr. David L. Clark

This portrait, great as are its intrinsic merits, is even
more valued on account of the heroic qualities it calls to
mind, and the generous sentiments expressed by the
gifted donor,

Mr. Clark is too well-known to you by his work and
too gratefully remembered by his former benefactions, to
require any eulogy from me; and after the magnificent
oration on the life and character of William Hooper,
delivered here a year ago, by the learned and eloquent
Alderman, any further attempt of mine would seem com-
monplace. Every nation has illustrated the period of its
greatest development by perpetuating in marble and in
bronze the fame and forms of its illustrious dead ; not so
much to honor them, as to recall their virtues and im-
press upon the rising generation the lesson of their
heroic lives

Such has been the one constant object of the stock-
holders of this Company. The legal title to this battle
ground belongs to the Company ; but its beneficial owner-
ship, with all its priceless memories and associations, is
vested in every true North Carolinian, and in every patri-
otic American whose grateful heart recalls the labors and

sacrifices of the founders of the Republic.
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common heir glory
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ht and died before the walls of Ilium, over
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1 now in conclusion
1t utterance of
We all know at thi y field, now exists,
the offspring of t} art and brain of the President
this association; and I wish to say to Judge S
that his labors are fully appreciated, and will be as lo
as a stone remains to mark the spot
Of great ability and an ene ever restless, and almost
resistless, his has been a life of sunshine and of storm, fill-
ing a large part of the public gaze for more than a genera-
tion. Whatever antagonisms he may have created are
forgotten here. On this sacred spot he may ever rest,
secure from the slightest touch of envy or detraction, sur-
rounded by these monuments, the noblest ramparts of his
fame, and guarded by the kindred spirits of the heroic
1

dead

REPLY TO THE TOAST ‘‘GREENSBORO’

At the Banquet of the Raleigh Chamber of Com-
merce, on April 29, 1890

wd Gentlemen of the Chamber of Commerce
You cannot but join me in regretting that the Presi-
dent of our Chamber, who is so well fitted to respond to
his toa unable to attend. Myself, a conscripted
tute, I did not come here to make a speech, but

]

ly to bring to you the kindly greeting of an honest,

1d unpretentious people, the worthy des-
heroes of Guilford Court House, who,
wrestler of old, receive from their mother
ground they tread, the inspiration of a

rous patriotism. Responding to the toa
I presume you expect me to say some-
censboro, and perhaps of her so-called
quickly said. She has no boom and
All she asks or desires is the legitimate
magnificent natural advantages, and the

reward ier honest efforts. This she is rapidly
attaining by the steady growth of her population and the

healthy development of her vari

Greensboro has a conservative as well as a progressive
people, clinging to whatever is good of the past, welcom-
ing whatever is best in the ever changing present
Always the centre of political activity, and frequently of
political control, politics never enter into her business
r social relations. Nearly all her children are church-
men, and cling with devoted fidelity to the faith of their
fathers or the creed of their adoption ; but her dogmas
alone are confined to her churches. Her charity is as
broad as the suffering circle of humanity—the charity of

the heart as well as of the hand.




e conflicts or antagonisms
erous recognition and assistance of the one race, is met
by the respectful and self respecting service of the other
We have neither

boast of the lorc

rillionaires nor paupers. We cannot

I
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y mansions of our rich; but we do
point with pride to t homes of our laboring ciasses
the bone and sinew every land »where else that
I have ever seen do so many men, white and black,
own the houses in which theylive. The best citizen on
earth is he that owns his home; and every little flower
planted by the contented hand of a freeman, onger
prop of a free country than a bayonet. Of the Greensboro
woman, and I use this term in its highest sense, whether
as daughter, wife or mother, I can only say in the words

of the poet, she is “‘a thing of beauty’’ and “‘a joy for-

ever.” Whether her tresses wear the golden tinge of the
dawn, or the silvery shades of evening, she bears
“Within her heart the dew of youth
And on her lips the smile of truth.”

The history of Greensboro is the history of our country
At old Guilford Court House was fought the most im-
portant bafttle of the Revolution; and near there the
curtain went down on the last act of the sad drama of the
civil war

Now the old flag waves over a reunited land, whose
““air is too pure to be the breath of a slave’’

But there is a slavery that is not personal, a servitude
of the community and not of the individual ; and now,
that the war for the commercial independence of the
South has been begun, Guilford Court House has again
been selected as the battlefield

Almost within sight of the spot where the squirrel

rifles of the Guilford militia withstood the bayonets of

England, will rise the first Bessemer steel furnace of the

South, to prove to the world in no spirit of animosity,

but with the broadest feeling of patriotism
highest instinet of self-preservation, that No
linians can, and will, support themselves

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, permit me to thank you
for your kind attention, anc you of our grateful
appreciation and brothe feeling. 2 has obtained
some things for which we earnestly contended ; but nc
word of complaint or disparagement has been heard from
us. Whatever your Chamber may undertake for this
proud Capital of our State or the welfare of its noble
people, rest assured 1 have the warmest sym
pathy and heartic ration of our own fair City of

Flowers and of Cotta Homes

ALFRED MOORE SCALES.

Remarks at the meeting of the Bar of Greensboro,
N. C., held upon the death of Governor Scales

A commemoration of the virtues of the honored dead
is eminently fitting, as a just tribute to them ; a proper
expression of our own feelings ; and a useful lesson to our
children. Few men present a more rounded life, one
fuller of honest effort and substantial success, than
Alfred M. Scales. He early attained distinction at the
Bar; and was elected to Congress before the war. Je-
lieving in the political autonomy of the individual states,
he advocated a separation of the Union as the only
means of perpetuating Southern institutions; and upon
this issue he freely staked the hazard of his life

Volunteering as a private, he served throughout the
war, and at its close surrendered in good faith, wearing
alike the stars of a Brigadier General and the scars of a

gallant soldier.
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He again devoted his attention to the Law; was for
twelve years a member of Cong for four years Gov-
ernor of this State ; and at his death was President of the
iedmont Bank. It was a pathetic scene at the last
election of Directors and officers of that Bank to see
every vote cast for the dying man. No more solemmn
assurance could have been given by that corporation of
its continued confidence in its founder and its head, and
its unaltered determination that their relations should
be severed by death alone

He was successful as a lawyer, a soldier, a politican
and a financier. It cannot be denied that he was
celled in each of these qualities; but it was the
combination of them all, joined with the kindliest
feelings and the purest of morals, that made his life
equally singular and admirable

I will not attempt an extended eulogy ; but will simply

speak of the man as I knew him, and of the qualities
which especially astracted my attention and commanded
my respect. These were his integrity of purpose, his
kindness of feeling and simplicity of life

There was no pretense about him. His military titles
were all won where the sword alone could win them ;
they were worn where it was danger’s self to wear them
Amid the splendor of Washington society, an honored
member of Congress, he lived the simple and decent life
befitiing a Tribune of the People, one whose political
income was absolutely limited to his lawful salary. He
was singularly free from bitterness. Of strong political
convictions, and open and bold in their expression, he
et could separate political sentiment from the individ-
ual, and respect the one while he antagonized the other.
With him th2 war was over when his sword was sheathed,
and he laid aside all strife with the lost flag he followed.
Even in his last days, when his active mind, worn out
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by honest toil, gave way, there were no scenes of vio-
lence or of strife. His mind wandered over to his old
home at Wentworth. The house he built, the

planted, the friends of early manhood,

: loved scenes of
bygone days, called up by memory’s fondest dream,
came back to bid him farewell

Radically differ upon the essential principles of
government, we were of necessity widely apart upon
nearly all political matters; but we have long beer
friends. He had kindly words for me when kindly words
were wanted ; and I but do justice to my own feelings in
offering this last heart-felt tribute to his memory

He was honest, truthful and brave: brave on the field
of battle, in the crash of contending hosts ; truthful even
in politics, honest amid all the -temptations of high
official position

Well done! thou good and faithful public servant
Farewell, thou model of Christian manhood.

Leaving behind thee the useful lesson of thy well-spent
life, thou takest with thee on thy last journey, the grate-
ful recollection of thy native State, the respect and love
of thy fellowmen.




ADDRESS OF WELCOME

Delivered before the State Medical Society at its
Annual Meeting at Greensboro on May I5th, 1894

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Medical Society:
I trust you will not judge of the warmth of your
coma by my feeble words. Trained in the dry and con-
1

cise language of the law, and lacking equally the

eloquence of the orator, the imagination of the poet and

the flowers of the rhetorician, I cannot but feel my
incapacity for such an occasion. Feeling highly honored
by the invitation to address you, but not knowing on
what subject to speak, as usual I sought the advice of
family physician. I first suggested a history of
al science, beginring with a panegyric upon Ae-
sculapius. He diplomatically informed me that he had
several times heard of Aesculapius, and thought the
Medical Society of North Carolina knew more about
medical science than Tdid. He further gently intimated
that, in legal parlance, “time was not of the essence of
the contract;’’ and that I might make my address just
as short as T pleased. My next idea was to astonish you
with my learning; as evidenced by words of classical
origin and sesquipedalian length. In this mood, I
happened to open the proceedings of your 39th annual
session ; when my eye lighted upon these words on page
23 : « Learnedly discourse on le petit mal intellectuel , the
movements en manege and the prodromal pre-epileptic
syncopic vertigenous paroxisms; emphasize the impor-
tance of micro-organisms, autogenetic and heterogenetic,
and bacteriological cultures, pathogenic and saprophy-
tic, ete., etc.”’
I closed the book in despair. I had read Tongiorgi
and Liberatori on logic, metaphysics and ethics, includ-

ing ontology, cosmology and psychology. I had after-
wards studied law, and had become somewhat acquainted
with its most ponderous phrases; but in the wildest
flight of my imagination I had never dreamed of words
like these. What was left for me? Nothing, save to
welcome you in the plainest, but sincerest of English
You are indeed welcome No body of men would be
more welcome to us, and none stand higher in our esti-
mation and esteem. The fact that you are members in
good standing of the Medical Society of North Carolina
is a sufficient introduction to us, and will be so received
wherever your society is known. Next to the priest
comes the family physician. Standing at the cradle and
the bier, he welcomes the coming, and soothes the
parting spirit. His character and attainments should
correspond with the exalted dignity and tremendous
responsibilities of his position. Natural ability he mus
have, joined with a sincere devotion to his profession,
and a full realization of its requirements. He cannot
expect to reach its head, as may happen in other pro-
fessions, by one brilliant and heroic effort; but must
work his way upward ¢‘through long days of labor and
nights devoid of ease.’’ Learned but not pedantic, pro-
gressive but not experimental, prudent but not timid,
cool but not indifferent, he should unite the tenderest
sympathy of a woman with the utmost strength of man-
hood. The warmest of human sympathies should spring
direct from the heart, but never reach to the nerves.
His should be a gentle and soothing hand, whose vel-
vet touch has an iron grasp. Necessarily knowing many
family matters that the world should not know, his pro-
fessional secrets should be secured in his own breast with
the lock of conscience and the key of honor. Of course
his instincts would make him a gentleman ; and beneath
all and supporting all, should rest the solid foundation




iis is no mere fancy
1own among your noble

pre
not refrain fromu
rises the honored Burke Haywood
There is one

inqualified approval \g people; and
hat is towards { ! I cannot explain
to you the differe ) I tic, antiseptic and

other septic remedies, as you know them and I do not;

s well enuncia d adag f

ounce of preventive is worth
v pound c » This leads me to commend in the
highest terms the services of your State Board of Health
whose faithful, zealous and

intelligent efforts are worthy
»f the Legislature, ar earnest

of all classes of our people coming

you to Greensboro it is perhaps proper t | that we
nk well itiful city. While not occupying
the exact geographical position of the garden of Eden, we
ire undoubtedly on the same isothermal line. We have all
to make life pleasant; and think we can show you much
of interest except in the way of sickne Nobody wants
to get sick or die here Why should anyone wish to
leave Greensboro? We have th st of water and the
freshest of air, the best of doctors and the loveliest of
women. With such surroundings it difficult for us
to shuffle off this mortal coil. The Greensboro woman,

in health fresh and sparkling as the dew-drop that nes-

tles on the rose, is in sickness tender, patient and lov

ing. Her smile would win back the weary sufferer almost

from the “gates ajar,’ while her tear would stay the
fatal hand of Azrael himself.
We will endeaver to make your visit here a pleasant

one. We will listen to your eloquent orations and

applaud your

get Ve
applause
pleasure
b ot
chur
the color
old and excellent Greensboro
but not least, our State Norm
hearts as it contains the
miles northwest i tle field
Guilford Cour , th d itriotism
was the deathbe f va A n our northern subu
rises a magnificent group c wmental statuary know
the Steel and Iron Furnac
In conclusion I can only say welcome ! th
to our city and to our homes ; and may you be as muct
pleased with your visit as we feel honmored at your

coming

“THE BAR.”
@ddress at the Banquet to the North Carolina Press
Association at Greensboro, N. C., July 18, 1895, in
response to the toast of **The Bar.”

wster and Gentlemen

a great address has recently said
Bar and the Press are the great safeguards of
liberty.” No truer utterance was ever made; and it
with just pride that the two noble professions
to which we belong are so worthy of their high mission,

their splendid antecedents, ¢ t state whose
destinies we control

The enormous power of the well understood




the extension of t
higher than the Bar from v i
an unfortunate prejudice against lawyers

e unjust

Our profession has many of the purest as well as ablest
men on earth ; who are always poor
and humble, and be satisfied w approv

ing conscience What nobler work could a
lawyer do than to defend the defenceless ; what higher fee
could be asked than to have his name borne above to the
Throne of Grace in the tearful supplication of a mother’s
grateful heart, and the lisping prayer of childhood

The practical lawyer has the best trained mind on
earth. In addition to the varied expe e acquired
from contact with all classes of people and the manage-
ment of all kinds of suits, he alone is brought into con
stant and direct personal rivalry and antagonism with
members of his own profession. The }

med

lical profession forbid mutual eriticism.

and editors may fire at each other; but i

range and from a rest. Lawyers alone must be ever
red to attack or to defend at a moment’s notice as
the exigencies of the occasion may require
History will show that lawyers have ever been the

the people;

most consistent def of the i
and in resisting the encroachments of arbitrary power,
have shown as true courage as any soldier that ever trod
the field of battle

Leonidas at Thermopy was
Demosthenes in his Phillipics in the Athenian Forum

3rigade at Balaklava was no

no nobler than was

The charge of the Light
braver than the assault of Erskine upon the assumed
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prerogatives of the West
minster

The patriots at I ¥ 1 no greater ri
than those who pledged their lives, their fortunes and
their sacred honor to the Declaration of Independence

The battle of Waterloo, chan face of Europe

not as im

millions of F h spe:
throughout the world, as Runnymede
Grand as is the historic figure of the Iron Duke, it
no grande Ro itz Walter and

Norman Barons who stood by his g
man
On that bright June morn

f libert s the 1xious glance of King

ir whose sunshine sti

lights the path
John passed along the line of the armed barons of Eng-

1

1 and 1 steel had al-

land, whose hearts of flame

1 r own inally rested upo

most made this world th

i
priestly ure of an old and unarmed man
awther of Magna Charta, fi ss on its immor-

tal seroll, and until his death its guardian spirit, the
name of STePHEN LANGTON, hero, saint and sage, will 1 ot
only blaze forever upon the topmost arch of fame, but
will live forever in the gre 1l heart of every freeman
through countless ages yet to come

Let us then remember our great powers and responsi
bilities as members of the Press and of the Bar of North
Carolina

Let us pledge our mother-State that we will bravely

face those responsibilities and faithfully use those powers

Let us promise her that come what may, our warmest
love shall be hers; our highest pride her honor; and
our most earnest efforts spent in promoting her pros-
perity, supporting her laws, and defending the rights

and liberties of her peopl




ADDRESS

In presenting the copies of the Constitution to the
Graduating Class of the State Normal College at
Greensboro, N. C., at its Commencement in May,
1896

Young Tadics
I am sure your distinguished President could not have
known the pleasure he gave me in asking

v me to present
he Constitution of the United

to you these copies of t

is Constitution is associated with the dearest ties of

fe, and recalls the most hallowed associations c
past

My father, worn out

to preserve the Union and avert the horrors of civil war,

v his fruitless but devoted efforts

died in Chicago in June, 1861

The last day came ; and as the shades of
ered around the room, keeping time with the ebbing
sands of life, and heralding the near approach of night
and death, the devoted wife bent over the dying man,
and asked him what message he wished to leave for his
absent sons.

From his heart and lips came the historic wor
«Tell them to obey and support the Constitution and
the laws of the United States.’

It is but natural then that this Constitution should

seem to me not only my birthright as an American citi-

zen, but as a personal inheritance ; and that my allegi-
ance to it should appear a filial duty

You will be presented to-day with a copy of the Con-
stitution and of the Bible. Take them both, and keep
them in letter and in spirit

¢ Render unto Cesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
unto God the things that are God’s.”’ This Constitution

is Ceesar. It is to every American citizen the highest
rule of civil conduct. I ssence of the Union
the bond that binds together seventy millions of freemen
into a power that can defy the world, and yet that pro
tects the individual rights of the humblest citizen

been construed and upheld by the Supreme Court of the

is the Constitution. Every article and line has

United States ; and when a large portion of our country-

men, dissatisfied with some of its provisions, took the

last appeal allowed to mortal man, the appeal to God on
field of battle, it was held in a decision
heart’s-blood of the brave, that it is the Constitution
As a native North Carolinian, bound to our own fair

Southland by ties of birth ¢ kindred I g

with just and heartfelt pride thac none have accepted
1

that decision more completely than those who invokec
it; and that this Constitution has now no better fr
and more faithful defe rs than those who live beneath
the Southern cross, and fought beneath the stars and
bars

It may seem strange that this book should be given to
young ladies ; but remember you are going forth as the
teachers of North Carolina ; and that law is the founda-
tion of all society, as this is the foundation of all ow
civil law. In your hands will be placed our children;
and you will be largely responsible for what they will
become

Men may rule the world ; Fut woman makes the man
It is the law of nature that women have greater influence
over boys than is ever possessed by men. Her gentle
hand, her kindly word, her pleading look, will do more
to check the wayward boy than the utmost severity of
boasted manhood, which frequently simply arouses the
demon spirit in a stronger and perhaps a nobler nature

Teach them then the rule of love and law, the law of




love and the love of law. You may do nothing
yut yours is a noble profession, and its results of incal-
culable importance, sometimes far beyond your fondest

anticipations.

When your patience is most sorely tried, you may be
developing a character that will leave its impress upon
the history of your country, and even upon the destinies e
of mankind. Such has been, and such may be i

Take then this book ; keep and teach the law ; to your e
own selves be true the coming , grateful osing days of its session, and that I

will repeat of you: ¢ Minuisti eam paulo minus et e e e

L8 fullest veneration for his memory

I should follow his example, and choos¢

# NorTH CAROLINA, il
DUPREME

RALEIGH, April 17, 1897

Hon. W. L. Strong,
Mayor and Chairman Municipal Grant
Monument Committee,
New York City

Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge your courteous
letter of the 14th instant, inviting me to be present at
the ceremonies attending the dedication of the Grant
Monument on the 27th instant, and requesting an early
response

Nothing would give me greater pleasure than to bear
this slight testimony of affectionate admiration were it
within my power. My friendship with General Grant
began in 1865, immediately after the war, when the ad-
miration naturally felt by a boy of sixteen for the suc-
cessful hero was softened and intensified by the grateful
appreciation of his kindly attention shown me on my


































ROBERT ‘M. DOUGLAS,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
GREENSBORO, N. C.
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ROBERT M. DOUGLAS,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR A

GREENSBORO, N

ancy in our Judicial
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Very truly yours
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Gentlemen of the Southside Hose Company:

The pleasing and honorable duty has
been imposed upon me of welcoming you tonight in the name of the ma-
trons and youn ladies of the Southside. I velcome you in the name
of the young ] ies; but here I am utterly imcompetent for the task

They themselves welcome you in words more eloguent than mine, and
with smiles that speak far more than words, I welcome you in the
mat he dominant, element of our social structure,
who rule the p 5 's £ the coming generatioh.
come you Aas and as gentlemen. With you iny of us
d blood; but v e all your friends, your neighbors and your
admirers There is no class of men more worthy of the respect and
gratitude of the community than the volunteer firemen. Ever ready,
7803 e o | y risk life and limb in preservi
ot s, and receive no reward ve the proud sense of duty done and
the just appreciation of their fellowmen. They ask no other reward.
A1l y-ask i that the City shall furnish em the apparatus ne-
proper perforr e of their self-imposed and dangerous
duties. Thi 5 not always been done; and ye it should be-éa
done to the fullest reasonable extent. is is required not only by
simple justice to the firemen, but egmally so by the truest principles
of economy as well as of public policy. Now that our City has ample
means, I hope that it will deal justly and generously with its firemen.
In welcoming you tonight, e do not mean to make any invidious
distinctiong between Greensboro firemen; but we may be pardoned for ex-
pressing our gratification that our friends and neighbors are ~he cham-
pions of the State, an honor sao well won and so worthily borne.
You are welcome here.as you are always.welcon
in the darkest hour of night when the red flame shoots across the sky
because you -~ first when the post of duty becomes the post of
You are welcome in ever friendly contestnof skill, where .31 4
your manly qualities of heart and head and limb are the pride of your

city. You are welcome at the social thering, because you are gentle-

men in itébprngst sense, ntle in thought and feeling, in ggech and
be:ringf: en under provocation which others less brave mighznfallmﬁo
bear. My part is done, and I leave you now with those, or perhaps

with one, whose gentle tones will soon convince you of the sincerity of
our welcome.
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