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Whoever casts ihe oye upon the map of |
| the regions of the Upper Mississippi, will |
| naturally be carions to know something of |
| that boundless extent of country, that les |
| beyond the northern boundaries of Towa asd |
| Wisconsin, running up the Father of Waters |
| toits sources and extending to the Brifish |
dominions. Ts it mostly a bleak and sterile |
country, forever o remain a great hunting |
ground, and be vocal only with the yell of |

he savage ? or is it for the most parta coun-
try of unsurpassed resources, with great nat-
| ural advantages of soil and climate, easily
| accessible to American enterprise, and con-
g within itself the elements of an em
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- =il It is the
Sioux name given to the St. Peters’s River,
being composed of (wo words of the Sioux
language—mini, water, and sotah, which is
rather difficult of translation, buf can be
more properly rendered into English by the
word blear, than any other word.  Itneither
means clear, nor lurbid, as some authors
bave asserted.* The meaning of the two
words, Mini-sotah, therefore would be blear
| water, or the entrance of the blear water.
The first word Mini, is pronounced by the |
Indians as if spelled Meenee. As severalof|
the States and territories have been named |
from the largest river running through them, |
as for instance, Tllinois, Missouri, Towa and |
Wisconsin, the name seems very appropri- |
ate, as the St. Peter’s, or Minisotah, is the
erin the proposed new territor.y |

The boundaries, as fixed by the bill es- |
tablishing the Territory of Minisotah, which |
the last House of Represenialives, |
as defeated in_the Seuate,) last win. |

ter, are as follows : All the territory north of
latitude forty-three deg. and thirty min.
west of the Mississippi river, to Sioux river
hence up that river to its source—thence

to the source of Wild Rice river—thence to
its junction with Red river—thence down
that river to the British possessions—thence
to where that line strikes Lake Superior, at
the Northwest corner of the State of Michi-
gan—thence, by the west boundary of the
said State, to the boundary of Wisconsin, in
Lake Superior—thence by the boundary of
Wisconsin to the first rapidsin St. Louis
river, thence _south, till it strikes the river
St. Croix, which it follows to the Mississippi
to latitude forty-three and a half, the place
of beginning. ~ Itembraces ninety thousand
square miles, equal to fifty-eight millions of
acres. 1t isin nearly the same latitude as
the State of Maine, ‘and in area it exceeds
the Tsland of Great Britain, andit is as large
as both of the great states of New York and
Pennsylvania. Lake Superior washes it on
the east, from Pigeon river to Fond du Lac,
a distance of more than one hundred miles.
Steamboats constanily navigate the Missis-
sippi to the Falls of St. Anthony, a distance
of more than one hundred miles from the
southern boundary of the territory. St.
Croix Jake and river offer navigation up to
the Falls of St. Croix, sixty miles from the

iss The Minisotah, or St.

for steamboats for forty

Little Rapids, aud by a small

rovement at these rapids, uninterrupted
tion might be opened to the Zraverse
Siouz, or Sioux Crossing Place, 116 miles
above its junction with the Mississippi,—
Passing around the Falls of St. Anthony, a
distance of 240 rods as measured by Lieut.
Pike, in 1806, you follow the Mississippi a
distance of 189 miles, to Crow-wing river.—
The valley is wide, the river banks of mod-
erate elevation, aflording beautiful sites,
that contrast remarkably with the bold es-
carpments below the falls. The lef; bank
| trgnts almost a - continued- level of from
Fops ty feet in elevation, forming a re-
~ssion of terraces, thatare de-

N

From Crow River to Sandy lake, the
Mississippi is navigable for shall steamboats,
and in certain seasons it may be ascended

high as Kabikous er Little Falls, a dis-
tance of two hundred and forty-six miles
from Sandy lake. From the Liitle Falls to

alls of St. Anthony, there is a distance
| of 623 miles. Crow-wing river is a tributa-
ry of the Mississippi on the western bank.
Itis a long stream, and has a width of forty
yards at its mouth, which it preserves a
great distance up. Itis ascended with
noes to within a few miles of its soure
which is six days’ journey west of the Mi
sissippi.f Leaving the Tiver and bearin
North, the country assumes a different as-
pect from that presented on the banks of the
* Mississippi, above the Falls of St. Anthony.
‘The forests are denser and more varied—
the uplands are covered with white and yel-
low pine, spruce and birch. The forests of
pine are of boundless extent, and in a com-
mercial point of view are more valuable
than are those of Maine. The aspect of the
country is greatly varied by hills, dales,
copes, small prairies, and a great number of
lakes. The natural beauties of the country
are, however, impressed with a character of
sternness and melancholy. The country
about the sources of the Mississippi is deci-
dedly favored. Besides its natural resou:
ces of fish and maple sugar, with the addi-
tion of an abundance of game, the climate
is found to be well adapted to the culture of
corn, oats, wheat, barley and pulse. The
potatoe is of a very superior quality. Tn a
trading point of view the hunt is very pro-
fitable ; the bear, the deer, the elk, the wolf,
the fox, the wolverine, the raccoon, the
fisher-raccoon, the muskrat, the mink, the
otter, the marten, the weazel, and a few re-
maining beavers, are the principal articles
of this traffic, It is now eonsidered the on-
ly region in the United States capable of
supplying the finer sort of peltries.* 1In as-
cending the Mississippi from Sandy lake,
the first river on the east is Swan river,
which is navigable for bark canoes for 90‘
miles, to Swan lake. In 18064 Lieut. Pike
had an encampment at the mouth of this
|river, which has been regarded as an eligi-
ble strategic position, which will probably
| be made a site for a military post, when a
| more distant one than that of Fort Snelling
| is required, though I have recently heard it

ollet.
| _tSchoolerait,
jstated that the Government will build theT
‘next fort above fort Snelling, at the mouth |
of the Crow-wing river. - |
il y of the Minisotah hasan extent
| of four hundred miles of unrivalled beauty |
|and fertility, With a small improvement |
of the Little Rapids, forty miles above Fort |
Snelling, good sized steamboats could as: I
one hundred and sixteen miles, to the Tra- |
des Sioux, which must, at no very
stant day, become a_very important point. |
It is under: that the Government con-
template establishing a military post at this
{point. Tt has a good landing, the surround-
| ing soil is excelleat, well wooded, and from
| back ridge of two handred feet in cleva-
| tion, there isa creek affording a large amount
‘of\\al?r power. * v |
| Another point is Lac qui Parle, about two
hundred miles still further up the Minisotah,
vhere the trading house of the Reinvilles
|situated. All this region of country is rep-
ented to be remarkably healthy—the air |
is pure and elastic, and the changes of the
weather are much less frequent than in the
migre Southerly latitudes.
Having thus passed in rapid review, the
country north of us, lying in the territory of
the United States, it is interesting to inquire

something in relation to that country s

mediately connected withit, in the British|
possessions, known as the Red river, or|
Selkirk’s settlement. The following notice |
of the above set:lement, is from Sir George |
Simpsow’s Travels Round the Would, lately |
published : L




““The Red river settlement, of which we
have heard so often, during the quarrels be- |
tween Lord Selkirk and the Company, wi
set be a great colony ; the soilis very fe
ile, (one of the most important elements of
Colonization,) its early ti! age producing for-
ty returns of Wheat, and even af
years of tillage, withont manure, fallow or |
green crop, yielding from fifteen to twenty |
bushels an acre. The wheat is plamp and
heavy, and besides, large quantities of other
grain, with beef, mutton, pork, cheese, but-
ter and wool in abundance. This would be
the true country for emigration from our imA[
poverished islands, and’ will, of course, be
crowded, when conveyances shall become.
more manageable. A railroad across Can-
ada must still be a rather Utopian conception, |
|but it might be well worth the expense of
making by Government, even though it pro- |
duced nothing for the next half dozen years, |
for the multicudes whom it would carry
through the heart of this superb country in
| the half dozen years after, and for the wealth
whichthey would pourinto England in every
year to come.

“The settlement, however, meets in its
turn, the common chances of an Au
climate, In witner, the cold
summer is short, and the rive
overflow and drown the crops
are these things to the population, where
food is plenty, the air healthy, and the

round cheap, fertile, and untaxed? In
fact, the difficulties in such instances are
searcely more than incitements to the inge-
nuily of man, to provide resources against
them.  The season of snow is a time of
cheerfulness in every land of.the north. In
Denmark, Russia and Canada, when the
rivers close up, business is laid by for the
next six months ; and the time of dancing,
| driving, and feasting begins. Food is th
great requisite ; when that is found, every
thing follows.

““In addition to agriculture or in place of it
the settlers, more particularly those of a
mixed origin, devote the summer, the au-
tumn, and sometimes the winter also, to the
hunting of buffale, bringing home vast,quan-
tities of pemmican, dried meat, grease,
tongues, &c., for which the company and
voyaging business affords the hest market.”*

From a gentleman recently from Red ri-
ver, or Red river of the north, as it is more
frequently called, to distinguish it from the
Red river of Louisiana, I leurn that there
are abont eight thousand people now in the
settlemeat. ~ A considerable proportion of
| the population is made up of what is called
Metis, or half-breeds, being descendants of
Canadians,~English, Scotch, &c., erossed
| with the various tribes of Indians. The
principal settlement was formerly at Pembi-
na, containing at that time, some 300 or 400
inhabitants, a Catholie church, a fort and
two large trading establishments, feil imme-
diately within the American line. From
that time the settlement began to decline, the
inhabitants falling further down Red river,
into the British po: ons. The present
settlement commences about 60 or 70 miles
above the American line, and extends up
and down Red river for thirty miles. '1'1;9,!
Hudson’s Bay Company have n fort at each[

end of the seftlement, and there are, at the
present time, some four hundred British sol-
diers stationed there.

There is already quite a trade now carried |
on between the Mississippi and Selkirlcs |
seltlement, and itis destined, I think, to a
rapid increase. One caravan of 120 carts
came through this summer to St. Paul, a
new settlement, a few miles below the Falls
of St. Anthony. The route taken by this
caravan has 1ecently been struck out, to
avoid the Indians that hover on the old
route, up Red river and down the Mineso-
tah valley. This new route strikes across
from Red river, and reaches the Mississippi
river at the mouth of the Crow-wing—

ce down the Mississippi to St. Antho-
y » to whom this cara-
belonged, brought with them specie,
of furs, buffalo’ robes, &e. &e. They
£back merchandize, flour, &e. The

¢rops have been in a great measure cut off|
for the last two years, together with ths ac-
cession of several hurdred troops, produced
a great scarcityin provisions in the settle-
ment, and forced the settlers into the great
world to supply their wants. Soon after es- |
tablishing his colony, Lord Selkirk visited
St. Louis, striking out a trail, which has un.
til recently been followed, up Red River to
the mouth of the Sioux Wood river—thence
across to Traverse lake—thence to Lac qui
Parle, and thence down the Minisotah to its
junction with the Mississippi, at St. Peters,

i reaching sagacity, he predicted
* hat the trade with_that vast region of the
British possessions between lake Winnipeo
and the territory of the United States, would |
be carried on “through the Minisotah and
Mississippi valleys. Indeed, when the situ-
ation of that portion of the British North A .
merica is considered, it would seem entirely
reasonable that it should be so, unless res. |
trained by the monopoly of the Hudson’s
Bay Company. Nearly all the supplies for
the trading-posts of the Hudson’s Bay Com.-
pany, and for the Red river settlement, have
heretofore been received through the Com.
pany, at their great depot at York Fort, at
the Southern extremity of Hudson’s Bay.—
Itis at vast trouble and expense that mer- |
chandise is received at that point, and it is |
only for about six weeks in the year that |
vessels can get into Hudson’s Bay. From
York Fort merchandize has to be transport.
ed_some 900 miles up Port Nelson River,
|and through Lake Winnipee, thenee up Red
[ river, before it reaches Selkirl’s settloment.
There are no less than thirty-siz portages, or
carrying-places, on Port Nelson River, and
it takes the voyageurs from thirty to forty
days to go through from one point to thy
other,

The distance from the head of steamboat
navigation on the Minisotah, at the Trqs.
erse des Siouz, to the British scttlements, 1¢
about 600 miles. 1 saw Sir George Simp.
son, the Governor of the Hudsen’s Bay Com.
pany, herf#s! summer, on his way from
Hudson’s Bay to Montreal, and he fold me

ke was 0 d comi
from the Red River enlcnw_nt

ty-eight days, and with the improvement
of the Minisotah river, in twenty-three days. |
Aftex our Railroad,is completed; I expect to
see packages of Bitish goods (they paying
a small duty for passing through our territo-
ry) taken from Liverpool, via Boston and
Gulena, to the British seftlements on Red
River, in less than sizty days.
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ters, itis thought by many, |
will be the most in

mportant point in the new,
territory. It will probably be the first seat
| of Government. Itis considered the finost
{site on the Mississippi river, the natural
i uvirons adding to its impor-

At the confluence of

i and Minisotah rivers there|

ivc and fertile plateau, reaching

fur'to the wes t, presenting to the eye of the
beholder, a Ie»d onntry, interrupted by
mioderate undulations of the surface aud
buulmedbvmtelvmm" rairies, woodlands
and lakes. ~Fort snumw is lnc&ted on the

rocky point at this confluence of the two ri.
vers. ¥
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The importance of the trade M
can, in some degree, be esti-
mated by the iullomng statement of the
lumber trade, and by the number of steam-
boats engaged in the St. Peters’ :m«l St.
Croix trade. Since 1843, there have been
been three steamboats running regularly in
that trade, besides many traasient boats.
The following is a statewment of the num-
ber of steamboats that left Galena for poiuts
above, on the Mississippi, since 1843 :—
Departures of boats in 1843 26
1844 30|
« 1845 (very low water) 29}
« o« 1846
Statement of the amount of finber manufactured in the
ar 1846, on the tributaries of the Upper Mississip-
7 above Galons, Minoiss
The Jumber is principally manufactured
on four rivers and their tributaries—the Wis-
consio, the Black, the Chippewa, and the St.
Croix. Upon the Wisconsin and its tributa.
ries are thirty-two saw-mills running fifty-
nine saws. On an average, these saws cut
half a million of lumber each, annually—
worth, at the mill, six dollars per thou
feet. ‘The amount of shingles manufactured
at these mills is about five millions, worth
two dollars per thousand.
Value of the sawed lumber made on the
Wisconsin $177,000
Value of shingles made on the Wisconsin ‘10,000

Total amount 157,000 00
Upon the St. Croix river and its tributa-
s there are six mills, running fourteen
saws, which cut, on an average, one million
of lumber each annually—wortl, at the mill,
eight dollars per thousand. The amaunt of
logs run from the St. Croix down the Mis-
sissippi river is twenty millions of fect, worth
five dollars per thousand.
‘Value of the sawed lumber made on the St.
Croix, annually $112,000 00
et of lath made on the St. Croix, annu-
10,500 00
mue of logs run from the St. Croix, annu-
ally

Total amount $142,000 00

Upon the Chippewa and its tributaries are
six mills, running eight saws, each saw eut-
ting annually, en an average, one halfa mil-
lion of lumber, worth six dollars per thou-
sand. The amoun: of shingles manufactur-
ed on the Chippewa, annually, is one mil-
lion and = half, worth two dollars per thou-
sand. The amount of Jath is three millions,
annually, worth a dollar and a half a thou-
sand.
Value of the sawed lamber made on the

Chippewa, annually - - $24,000 00
Value of shiagles made on the (hlppu-

wa, annually - 3,000 00
Value of Jath made on the cmmwm

annually -

Total amount - - - $31,600 00
Upon the Black river and its tributaries
are six mills, runnin|
out four millions of lumber annually, ot
at the mill six dollars per thousands Two |
millions of shingles are manufactured annu-
ally at these mills, worth two dollars per
thousand. There s also fifty thousand feet |
of square timber cut annually at these mills, |
worth thirty dollars per thousand. [
Value of sawed Imnhrr made on |

Black river annually $24,000 00
Value of the shm;!ksmnda on Black

River, annually 4,000 00 |
Value of the square hnl»er muh, on

Black River, annually g 1,500 00

GRAND TOTAL.
i - $187,000 00
- 142,500 g0

3 31,500 00

= 29,500 00

|
$29,000 @
|
|

$390,500 00

In 1836 her population was 11038
« « 30

| 165,277 %4& any /3 v
| A In'1888] the Tumory of Towa wascrea-
| ted.
11,036
22,859
« 160,000

In eight years after the establishment of
the Territory, lowa is admitted as a sove-
reign State of this Union, entitled to two
Ropresentatives on the floor of Congress
Though Minosotah is farther north than
Towa, yet in a large portion of it, the soil is
quite as good as that of Towa, aud the health
much superior. The whole country north
of us is comparatively free from chills and
fever, the great curse of the Western coun-
tr

The importance of Minisotah as a mine-
ral country, I have not considered. Indi-
cations of copper ore were noted on the St.
Croix by the earliest French voyageurs, and
quite recently some discoveries of both lead
and copper have been made; but whether
either will be found in sufficient quantities
torender the mineral character of the coun-
try important, remains to be seen.

To any one who has observed the unex-
ampled rapidity which has marked the in-
crease of the Westin wealth and population,
the destiny of this great Northwest is appa-
rent. Threaded by rivers more orless nav-
igable, with an sarca of territory but little
less than that of France, with its healthful
and vigorous climate, its soil of unsurpassed
fertility, and its unlimited resources in pine
lumber, you must admit it opens a fine the-
| atre for the enterprise of our people. Mr.
Monroe, in his time, considered the country
between Lake Michigan and the Mississippt
soremote from ecivilization, that it would
never be settled by whites, and in one of his
messages he recommended that it should be
set apart for the permanent residence of the
Indians. WHAT DO WE SEE now? And
may Inot ask, what .ma]]we not see hereaf-
ter, in the way of the settlement and im-
provement of this whole country ?
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