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WasniNaroN, March /4 18
IR :

My memorial being now printed and before the Senate, I have respectfully to solicit the favor that you
will examine it. Its whole substance is contained in the first fifteen pages. The residue are references merely
in support of the facts stated.

For every offence committed by an officer of the army, he is liable to be tried under the ¢ Rules and
Articles of War,” and punished, if found guilty, by a court-martial. No other tribunal has jurisdiction, and
by none other can he be punished, except under the act of 31st January, 1823. When an officer, having public
moneys in his hands for dishursement, fails quarterly to render his vouchers for settlement, he shall be reported
by the accounting officer, and by the President be dismissed from the public service. (See printed memorial, p.

My vouchers were regularly returned to the Treasury for settlement (see memorial, pages 34, 35 and
36; Fowler’s, and last of Hagner’s statement nsequently, the penalty enjoined by this act did not apply
The facts necessary to exist under the act not having arisen, the President, by virtue of its provisions, had no
jurisdiction of the case. His action under it, of consequence, is void. All the particulars and circumstances
detailed in a law must be made apparent before the imposed penalty can attach.

Another statute, the act of 25th January, 1828, (see memorial, p. 30,) says, that when public moneys
are not paid over, the pay of the officer shall be withheld until the indebtedness is cancelled. President
Van Buren fivst proceeded against me under this law, and detained my pay of brevet brigadier general
and colonel of the corps of engineers, until the amount of $12,674 45 had been sequestered. (See memorial,

7 and 65.) Then he claimed and exercised a jurisdiction under the act of January 3lst, 1823; thus
shing twice for th ne supposed offence.
Conceding to those \»hu entertain the opinion, that at mere pleasure the President may dismiss an officer,
yet, if in doing so he assigns a cause, which in point of fact has no existence, nec essarily the act is unjust and
oppressive, and, in justice to the sufferer, its effects on him should be made null and void. The act of 1828
ve no such power. The act of 1823 gives ¢ when the officer neglects to return his vouchers. The testimony
red to, even the statement of the accounting officer (3d Auditor, p. 36 of the memorial) shows that such
clearly, then, the punishment was in VIOLATION of that act. The President expressly say: . . o
Fls in virtue of that act the dismissal was made. (See memorial, p. 30.)
T am, with respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
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For the Franl
Nugatory Land Laws.

Copy of a letter recently addressed by Gen.
Th: Jefferson Sutherland to the Commiss-

Damoerat.

ioner of the General Land Qffice, at Wash-

ington, D.

Gravp NEmanA, Nebraska Territory,

July 4, 1851.

on. Justin Bullerfield,

Commissioner of the General Land Office.

Sir; It appears by a publication in the
current newspapers of the Uniou that on
the 14th day of March last it was commu-
aicated to the Department of the Interior
by Messrs. Walker and Dodge, Senators
in Congress from the State of Wiscousin,
that there are some twenty thousand set-
tlers residing on the unsurveyed public
lands of the United States lying in Wiscon-
sin; and it may be stated upon reliable
information that there are the liké num-
ber of settlers residing on the unsurveyed
public lands of the United States lyin with-
in the state of Iowa. [n Minesota Terri-
tory the number of settles upon the unsur-
veyed public lands of the United States

will exceed ten thousand; and there are |

fair grounds for presnming that the num-
ber of settlers upon the uasurveyed public
lands of the United States lying in the State
of California will exceed fifty thousand.
Towa and Minesota are included in the
Territory of Louisiana, and as the provis-
ions of the act of Congress entitled “an act
to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of
the public lands, and to grant pre-emption
rights”” approved September 4, 1811, do
not authorize settlements on the unsur-
veyed public lands of the United States,
the settlers upon the wunsurveyed public
tands lying within fowa and Minesotamay
be subjected tothe severe penalties provid-
ed for by the fourteenth section of the act
of Congress entitled “an act erecting Lou-
isiana iuto two territories, and providing
for the temporary government thereof,”
approved March 26, 1804, a copy of which
is hereunto annexed, marked [1.] Bat if
the provision of law referred to may be
regarded as obsolete, there 1s another law
applicable to settlers an any of the unsur-
wveyed public !ands of the United States,
and to the provisions of which all such set-
tlers are amenable. I refer to the first and

second sections of the act of Cougress en-|

titled “an act to prevent settlements being
made on lands ceded to the United States,
until authorized by law,”’approved March
3, 1807, a copy of which is hereunto an-
nexed, marked [2.] ; and the provision of
the act of Congress entitled “an act to ex-
tend the provision of the act of the third
of March, one thousand cight hundred and
scven,entitled an act to prevent settlements
being made on land ceded to the United
States, nutil authorized by law,” approved
March 2, 1833, a copy of which 1s herean-
to annexed, marked [3.] renders amenable
1o the penalties imposed by the actof the
31 of March, 1807, all who may settle on
the unsurveyed public landsin the Territo-
ry of |Nebraska; aud il the act of the 26th
of March, 1804, is to be regarded as re-
m aining in force, its provisions included

in the fourteenth section thereof will be |

applicable to settlers on the wunsurveyed
public lands of the Uaited Statesiying with-
in the territory of Nebraska, which was

comprised within the former Louisiava ter-

ritory.

From a clause contained in a letter of
reply addressed by the Hon. Alexander
H. H. Swart, Socretary of the D2partnent
of the Iuterior, to Messrs. Walker and
Dodge, Senators in Congress (rom Wis
consin, it seems not to be the iuteution of
the Government at Washington to enforce
the penalties of either the act of Cougress
of the 26th of March, 1804, or of the 3d
of March, 1807, againstactual settl=rs upon
any of the unsurveyed public lands of the
United States.

On the westerly side of the Missouri

propose, you may assure the Sccrefary of tained permission to remaia thereon, in con- |

the Interior for usthat we will abstain from formity with the provisions of this act; &c.
3

thé practice ourselves, and thit we will by
all lawful nd honorable means resist eve-
ry attempt ‘which may be made by others
monopoly into this Territory; and that
we propose to take possession of, and to !
make settlement on ouly oue quarter sec- |
tion for each head of family, aud that we

settle on the same for permanent resi

dences.

Therefore, you will please to lay this
communication, which is 1o be-considered
as a memorial in behall of other citizens
with myself, before the Sscretary of the
Interior, with the declaration, that we wish
10 be assured by him that if a settiement
be made by citizens of the Uuited States
upon any of the unsarveyed public lands
lying on the westerly side of the Missouri
river between the Kansas and the Eau-
qui-court rivers, not inciuded in any lands
ceded and secured by the United States to
|any Indian tribes, nor within any military
| reservation, and on lands to which the In-
dian title has been extinguished, that such
| settlers shall be subject to no hinderance
| or molestation, so long as they commit no
| spoliation of timber, and tuke only that
| which may be required for their own use
{in prepairing the lands for cuitivation and
in constructing the necessary dwellings
and out-houses, and in making required
public improvements.

As it is designed to commence the pro-
posed settlement the ensuing Spring, I
beg you wiil take the earliest opportunity
to bring this matter to the notice of the

cate to me such answer as he shall
mand.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Your very humble servant.
Tr: JEFFERSON SUTHERLAND.
{1
AN ACT erecting Louisiana into two Territo-
ries, and providing for the lemporary govern-
meunt thercof.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives 3f the United States
of America, in Congress assembled, That,
&e.

Skc. 14. Provided further, &c. That if|
any citizen of the United States, or other per-
son, shall make a settlement on any lands be-
longing to the United States, within the limirs
of Louisiana, or shall attempt to survey such
lands, or to designate houndaries, by marking
trees, or otherwise, such offender shall, on con-
viction thereof, in any court of record of the
United States, or the Terrutories of the United
States, forfeita sum not exceeding one thous-
and dollars, and suffer imprisonment not ex-

{to introduce land speculation and land AN ACT

e

Skc. 8. (Obsolete.) !
Approved, March 3, 1807. i

(3]
to extend the provisions of the act of
the third of March, one thousand eight hun- |
dred and seven, entitled ““An Act to prevent |
seulement being made on lands ceded to the
United States unul authorized by law.”

Skc. 1. Be it enacted by the Senale and |

| House of Representatives of the United States |

of America in Congress assembled, That all
offences prescribed in the act entitled “An act |
to prevent sestlement being made on lards ce- |
ded to the Unu . il ad hyr
law,” approved the third of March, one tkous-
and eight hundred and seven. when committed
upon public lands not situated within any State
or organized Territorial Government. shall be
ognizable in the district court of United
States, held in the State nearest where the said
off:nce may have been committed, and the of-
fender, upon conviction, shall ‘be punishied ac- |
cordingly; and the said courtshall also have |
jurisdiction to hear and detérmine all suits or‘

prosecntions instituted for the recovery of all
fines and penalties imposed by the said act.
Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That it

be lawful for the Presidentof the United States
to direct the Indian agent, at Prairie du Chien
and Rock Island, or either of them when offen-
ces agamst the said act shall be committed on
lands recently acquired by treaty from the Sac
and Fox Indians, to execute and perform all
the duties required by the said act to be per-
formed by the marshal, in such mde as to give
full effect to the said act in and over the lands
acquired as aforesaid.

Approved, March 2, 1833.

Secretary of the Iuterior, and to communi- |
com- |

ceeding twelve months 5 and it shall, moreover, |

be lawful for the President of the United States
to employ such military force as he ma
necessary to remove from lands belonging to

udge

£ i
the United States any such ciuzen or other |

person who shall attempt! a settlement there-
o

n.

Approved, March 25, 1804.

i (2]

AN ACT to prevent settlements being made on
lands ceded to the United States until author-
ized by law.

S,
House of Representatives of the United States
of Ameriea in Congress assembled,
any person of persons shall, after the passing
‘ol' this act take possession of, or make a settle-
ment on any lands’ ceded or secured to the
Untied States by any treaty made with a for-
eign nation, or by a cession from any State to
the United States, which lands shall not have
been previously sold, ceded or leased by the
United States or the claims to which lands by
such person or persons, shall not have been
previously recognized and confirmed by the
United States, or if any person or persons shall
cause such lands to be thus occupied, taken
possession of or settled, or shall survey or at-
tempt to survey, or cause to be surveyed any
such lands or designate any such boundaries
thereon by markiny trees or otherwise, until

. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and

‘That if|

river, between the Kansas and the Eau- | thereto duly authorized by law, such offender
qui-court rivers, (the Indian counfry outof or offenders shall forfeit all his or their right,
which it is proposed to organize the Ne- tizle and claim if any he hath, or they have of’
baska Territory,)excepting a few missiona-| whatever nature, or kind the same shall or may
ries and interlopers upon the Indian lands, be to the lands aforesaid which he or they shall
there are no white settlers. Yet, in this |have taken possession of or seuled on, or caused
“Lerritory, not included inauy lands se- to b\:'(wcupmd, taken p on of, orsetiled,
cured to Indian tribes, or reservations for or which he or they shall have surveyed, or at-
military purposes, there are tracts of land tempted to survey, or caused to be surveyed,

= 2 . or the boundries thereot he or they shall have
to which the Indian title has been extin- | ;. ignated, or cause to be designated, by mark-

guished, amounting in the aggregate 10|, Groes or otherwise; and it shall moreover|
more than four thousand five huudred belawful for the President of the United States
square miles. to direct the marshal, or officer acting as mar-
Upon one of these tracts of unsurveyed shal,in the manner herein after directed, and
public lands of the United States, myself also to take such other measures and to employ
with other citizens fron the states east of 'such military force as he may judge necessary
the Mississippi valley, propose. to make a and proceed to remove from lands ceded or se-
settlement, if we may do so without incur- cvred to the United States, by treaty or cession
ring the penaliies provided for by either as aforesaid, any person or persons who shall
or any of the several acts of Congress, cop- hereafter take possession of the same, or. make,
ies of which are hzreunto annexed. 3’ "“'”"(P‘ o l"“!‘”vd“ s““[leme"‘ thereon, “_";l‘]
= hereunto authorized by law, and every right,
e e e o ety e or chim lofeted undor ihi s, shal be
s 5 taken and deeméed to be vested i the United
provisions of the act of Congress approved ' §yyies without any other or further proceed-
June 30th, 1834, commonly called the In- jpoq,
dian Bill; and I have ascertawed the fact Sec. 2. Thatany person, or persons, who,
that we can do so without creating dissat- &e., and every such person who shall at any
isfaction or disturbance with the Indians time after the expiration of three mouths after
whose lands bound the tract in question; such motice shall have been given, be found on
and after four months observations with  the lands aforesaid, shall, moreover, incur a
the people on the opposite shore and the penalty of one bundred dollars, to be recovered
Indians on thisside of the Missouri river, in any court having jurisdiction of the same;
I am frank toacknowledge the fact,though and be, moreover, liable, on conviction, to im-
I do it with some degree of chagrin, that Prisonment, at the discretion of the court, not
the Indians are the more civil and upright exceeding six months; and the ceriificate of
i Reicondnce: | the proper register o recorder shall be a suffici-
T beg leave - farther to e hae T amjenl evidence that the tract of land which was
5 : o accupied by the offender had not been previ-
myself, as well as all of the citizens who ously rold, leased or ceded, by the United States,|
flow propose to join me:in founding a set- thatthe claim to such tract had not been recog-
llcment in Nebraska, opposed to land Spec- | nized and confirmed by the United States, and
nlation, and land monopoly,and that, if | that the person occupying thejsame, and remov-
permitted to m ke a scttlement, here as we  ed, or to be removd. by the marshal, had rot ob-







Cause and Cure of Riots. |Whatshall bethe me > of his parriotism
e s and h lo of citizenship?  1f the hou
DY TH: JLEFERSON SUTHERLAND, of any portion of his tow ;
P fire, why should he care? he owns nothing
Eixrmf/v;n{‘;-tﬂ—;‘mmwmiy'}fhiwusrs:nd and looses nothing; while he may be indi
; of komes, tmd| o e L
ﬂ’:;c“;l:’:ira;t[f:’c;;e;:f;:%zw, el ;eul.y‘ benefiued by an muu‘zmu‘a{-‘\ and
e e weit-bwing.of society ; and | or 1abor 10 bo appied for their rebuilding.
the remediee for the evil proposed. If the town is disgraced, by riots and re-
e el volis against law and order, his pride is not
What e’er the price, we've paid it ; wounded, because he is but a vagrant of the
Thorefore, we'll fight tiil all is blue, | sircets, and bred without home and without
:Should any dare invado it. | shelter, he feels himself an outcast, und
Rince We're 50 blest, let’s eat and drink, outcast, ar
kol babts s Eladnoin cartios no restraint in his mind for the vio-
Bhodiieklekiolr oUreup oF jov; lence of his feelings; and what the storm is
It would be certain maduess. 1o the: child-of the ocean so is a_fray ana
axges DOODLE. | and.riot to the wanderers of the cities and
CHAPTER 1. towns. 2
Monozoly of Houses and Town Lots. S Portland, Boston, Providence, New|
1. A house and home 1o every man is | York, Philadelphia, Baliimore, Norfolk,
holy. thing, Let there be esublished for| Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, New
cach parent a home, and that be made se»‘](:‘mﬁ, and all of the intermediate and tri-
cure 1o him, and he will feel that he has|butary cities and towns are, as the boiling
position in society, station with the people | caldron, continually disturbed by frays and
of his country, and a character worthy to| riots; one of the chiel causes of which is
bo preserved.  Without this no man can| in the fact that the same monoply cf hou
feel himself a permanent inhabitant of the|es and building lots exists in these Ameri-
State nor can he be in mind devoted to|can citiesand towns, that for centuries, has
tho interest of a State whera he has no existed in the cities and towns of the em-
parwership in its affairs, nor home, nor | pires and kingdoms of Europe; and, upon
sheligr upon its soil. Lt has been ofien re- |enquiry, it will be found that most of the
marked that “power is ever siealing from | great liouse monopolisis, including the As-
ahe many to the few;”” and that the houses|tors of New York, the Devereauxs of Uti-
and lands are cver being lost to the many|ca, Bele D. Coe of Buffalo, and Stephen |
and monopolized by the few, is cqually a Girard of Philadelphia, were from kingly
fact; ‘and it requires 1o peculiar grasp and | countries, where they had been schooled in
power of intellect to porceive the sirides the principles of house monopoly and in-
which are being made by the few capital-| structed in the process of levying contribu-
sis of the country in the monopoly of|tions upon the poor and houseless.
houses and habitations for men—and 1o de-| 8. The course of house monopoly. which
termine the necessity of checking such ca-| has been pushed to the same extent in the |
reer of the capitalists, in order to prevent| cities and towns on this continent as in |
ihe masses of the people of this Republic |those of Europe, not only carries with it a |
from sinking t» the same condition of de- debasingand demoralizing influence, antag-
pendence, wreichedness and poverty which lonistical 1o the principles of republican in-
is now suffered by the masses of the peo- stitutions, but it forms a machinery to work
ble of the cmpires and kingdoms of Eu- | the wrong of those who labor, so glaring in |
rope. |its operations. that it must ever prompt men |
2. Among the most active and enduring o violence, and plant the seeds of public |
o the influences which are impressed upon | disorder that by and by will come up with?
the minds of youth and which control the |a sirength which no moral influence exi
conduct of their after life are those of pa-|ing among us, nor the authority of law as-
rental instruction and example; and the|sisted by the possi comelatis will be found
only process by which those impressions| sufficient to restrain.  This spirit of disor-
can be made, exists with the home and ihe| der, begotien by the infliction of wrong, in
domestic circle.. The removal of the|the empires and kingdoms of Europe is re-
young and incxperienced—hose of un-|swained and the sufferers kept down by
Jormed characters from the reach of such|sabres, bayonets and guns, wielded by mer- |
instruction and example and the parental | cenaries; and as here, for the support of this |
authority, and from the innocent but whole-| course of wrong, and for the preservation |
some associations of home, however hum-|of the rights of individuals, and for the en-
ble that home may have been, has origina-| forcement of law and order, military power |
ted and given cause to much of the vice | cannot bo relicd upon,
and misery with which society has been af- | force, 10 be applied for such purposes, ex- |
flicted, and 1o much of the riot and popu- ists; and, therefore, the only security which |
Jar disturbances which have endangered|can be had for the maintenance of good or- |
ihe scurity of life and property, and ren-| der in the cities and towns of America, is
dered weak the foundations of the political| by an abatement of the causes of publi
institutions of the country. Hence, the es-| disorder, among the greatest of which is
Lablishment and maintenance of the home| the monopoly of houses and town lots ]
und the preservation of the family circle,| 9. To continue ths existing system of|
are demanded from every republican gov-| house monopoly is to-deswroy all confidence
1ent, as the most efficient preservatives | in the justice of the laws, s it is but an i
vice; and to individual virwe and|iquitous sch of 1a not dir
happiness, and to public prosperity and|authorized by law, butindirectly established
[good order and peace of society, the m,mni— nd indirecily operating, for the great ad
and the family circle are the surest and | vantage of the rich capilists, and 1o the
\aost permanent contributors. serious oppression of those who labor.—
3. The principal number of the houses| The system is one of indirect taxation, as
and town lots in the cities and larger towns| scarching as the tribute sysien fof the Ro-
of the middle States of this Union, as well] mans, or the tariff of Great Britain. The
s the Stes lying cast, west, and south, | traveller pays 10 the hotel-keeper for ihe
have already been monopolized by a few| house monopolisis—and for the land spec-
capitalists, and the masses of the izcns"ﬂmv s, whose exactions are included in
are but a tenaniry, who labor for the bene-|the increased price of the produce of the
fit of their land-lords—and the means for a|soil. The shop-keeper and the merchant |
meagre existence for themselves. The ma-|9dd 1o the price of the goods which they
jority of the families who make up the|vend sufficient to meet the demands of the
population of the cities, are continually | house monopolists; and the boarding-house
subject to the extortions of house owners, | keepers take from the mechanics and labor-
and are compelled to shift about from one| ing men the one half part of their weekly
habitation to another, from garret to base-| earnings, which is used as contributions to
ment, and from strees to alley, as each suc- | the house monopolists, and as percentagos
cessive year comes round, seeking, upon| to the land speculators and land monopo-
Gvery opening season, as the birds seek their| lists, for whom they act as tithe gatherers.
places of incubation, a habitation which is| 10. That the laws of the several States
10 serve them but for a single year, and that| of the_ Union, regulating the tenures of
only upon the condition of payment of the | houscsfand lands should be so modified and
monthly, or quarterly exactions of the land-| amended that speculation therein might
Jord ; which must be paid, though naked-|find no more incouragement, is believed,
ness and starvation abide with the family. |by the writer, to have become the true poli-
4. "Man is a gregarious animal; and the cy- of the people; and the like has it be-
Lord God has planted within his mind an| come their policy 10 effecta liule loosening:
instinetive principle which attaches him to|in their hold of the hands of the house mo-
the place ofhis nativity—to the habitation| nopolisis. The masses have been beguiled
of his birth, the house which sheliered his| with songs caroled to the chorus of “high
body when his mind - first awoke to con»j prices,” while their houses have been built
sciousness. 'The organ of this principle is|up so high. (yet ncither with brick nor
called, by those of the new school of Men-| granite’,but by factitious valuation,j that
tal Philosophy, INmaBiTiveNEss; and this is| they cannotmeasurethem with their purses,
located in the posterior region of the Cere-|and thehouses have been lefiwithin therea
brum, directly” above PHiLoPROGENITIVE-| of none but the millionaires and other weal-
nEss, which comprises the base of the pos-| thy monopolisis; and it has now become the
werior region of the superior brain; and|duty of the people, and it is their danger-
when this organ is full in its development, | ous prerogative, to pull down the houses tiil
the head presents a posterior projection up-| they can  be reached by those in moderate
on a horizontal line siriking the top of the! circumstances, who arc and must be, as
cars. ‘This organ of the brain has been | tenanis if not as owners, the occupiers.—
found to be mucli larger, and the principle| To cffect these reforms the people have the
of mind which it sustains much sironger power in their own hands—and they are
with those who have been born and bred  nceded, as well to give security to the pro-
with families endowed with houses and| perty of the rich, as to accord peace and
lands and maintained in fixed and perma-| prosperity to those who live, not upon the
ehtHoRia lincome of vested capital, but by the result
5. By the ordination of the Lord God of thelabor of their own hands.
man may live; and for those who comprise
the laboring classes of the cities and towi
by the monopolizers of the houses, it has
been ordained that they shall move! Under |
the workihgs of this ordinance of men, the
infant comes into the world in one house,
cuts his teeth in_another, and in a third
learns to call things by their names; and
when the boy is ready to shed his peuicoats
he will have been an inhabitant of as many
different houses as he has years, and if he |
forgets not his birth-spot it will be for the
reason that he has never learned it. He
could, perhaps, tell that, according to hisin-
formation, some where betwee
or in some place within the pr
city, five or ten miles square, he had been
born, but 1o a closer identity of his birth-
his mind will never have been broughy;
the house wherein his
shall have commenced has b
o himi, it has only made him sensible that
he hud no home—that he was restrained
from entering the habitation wharein his in-
fant voice was first heard, and from look-
ing into the reom where was * breathed in-
#o his nostrils the breath of life’" so that
#is * became & living soul.”
6. The man so born and bred must feel
fimself illignimate to his native town, and |
bastardized 10 his State and country, and







would be sufficient o allow of settle- Which he entered previous to the extin-
ment. | guishment of the Indian title, having o)

The undersigned found many persons ‘tained possession from the Pottawatamic
in the district of lowa embraced in the|lndians, a full section, and o
*‘Pottawatamie purchase” who have sold!a part of which he has plotted a town and
out their possessions in the eastern States is now endeaVoring to dispose of building
and emigrated thither with a view to bet- |lots.
ter their condition; but when arrived they| At Trading Point, a landing place for
could make no settlements without paying | steamers on the Missouri river, within the |
prices equal to the cost of the full fee of county of Pottawatamie. Francis J. Whee
lands in other sections, and prices entire- |ing and others, assert *claims” to larg
ly beyond their means to meet. Afier|tracts of the public lands, of which th
having defrayed the expenses of the emi-| make commerce and mauer of speculatio
gration of their families, and having sunk |David Herryford, residing near the sane
their litle means in effecting the same, | place upon the public lands, claims a tract
they could not return, and to live and ob- |to the extent of half a section; althou
tain bread. they have been obliged to|as he informed the und signed, he
shelter themselves in hovels, and (o be-|been before coming to reside on the pub
come hirelings to the usurpers of the soil; (lic lands in lowa, & pre-emptor of a qua
and there are now more renters on theter section of public land in the State of |
uasurveyed government lands of the ¢ Pot- | Missouri.
tawatamie purchase” thanin any section| Ata place called Civil Bend in the
of the Siate of New York, or of Pennsylva- [¢ounty of Fremont, Benjamin D. Blan-
nia, of the like extent, excluding the cit-|chatd, Josiah B. Hall, Lester W. Platte
ies and large towns. George B. Gaston and otbe

In a timbered region of Fremont coun-|settlements upon the
ty,calle Pleasant Grove, which is bor-{lands, of whi¢h they claim (0 ©
dered by extensive prairies, embracing|of halfa section each. In their neighbor-
beautiful tables and plateaus of the most|hood Blanchard and Hall have erected a
ferule soil, reside Milton Richards, Har-|saw-mill, 10 supply which with lumber
vey Bourne, John E. Beaty and — El-|they are despoiling the countr:
dredge. These persons claim of the un-|have been erected in different
surveyed public lands, mostly timbered, [the **Pottawatamie purchase’’ several oth-
as follows: Richards 1000 acres, Boutne|er saw-mills, no: designated, which ure
640, Beety 1,250, and Eldredge 800.—|now being used for cutting up the timber
There are other imber monopolists of the| of the public lands. The avel
same neighborhood, who combine with|sawed lumber at these mills
those named to enforce their “*claims.” = {1000 superficial feet.

Oue Jonathan D. Rogers has domiciled|  About one half patt of the Mormon
himselfin & beautiful grove of timber on|ulation now setiled on the unsur I
the public lands in Mills county, and|public lands included in the *Pottawata- |
"his western part of the State of Iowa | there he has cut away the timber from fif-| mie purchase” are @Héns, principally
verging upon the Missouri river, except & |teen or twenty acres of lond which he has| English emigrants who have made no dec-
stip of territory of the breadth of one or|enclosed. He “claims” four or five quar-|laration of intention to becomé cilizens
two townships siretching along the divi-|ter sections of land; and he told the un-|of the United States. |
ding line between the States of Missouri| dersigned that he would take his rifle and|  The preceding. sir, [ give you as sam-
und lowa, @s comprised of unsurveyed|shoot o death any person who should at:| ples of the condition of the whole pubiic
public lands ofthe Jnited Stutes, the chief | tempt to make a setilement upon the pub-| domain included in the * Pottawatamie

Mor i and
Copy of a letter recently addressed by Gen. Th:
Jefferson Sutherland to the Commissioner of
the General Land ‘Office, at Washingten, D.C.
TuvLE, (near Linden. Mo.) ;

June 26, 1851.
Hon. JusTIN BUTTERFIELD,
Comumiss’er ofthe General Land Office.
Sir:—I write this from a positien on the
east shore of the Missouri river included
in the extreme south-west corner of the
State of lowa. The neighborhood, which
was nameless until I took the liberty of
of bestowing a cognomen, is in fact astrad-
[dle of the west end of the dividing line
between the States of Missouri and lowa.
1 am unadvised 1f it has been assigned
to any person to furnish the Department
of the luterior with information of the con-
dition of 'the public domain included in
<he western section of the State of lowa,
or whether such duty has been performed;
zad if such assignment hasteen made and
the duty properly performed, yet [ trust
ihiat the facts contained in this paper will
e regurded as respectfully communicated,
although the exhilit may be a mere re.
counting of facis already known to your

P”Pi
ved
Department.

[tract of which is kuown as the **Pottawat-
smie purchuse.”” These lands, for agri-
cultural purposes, are the vest in the Uni-
ed States; and although unsurveyed, and
consequently neither subject (o private en-
try nor pre-emption, they have been enter-
od upon by several thousand persons of a
sect of people calling themselves Mor-
mous, who have usurped the entire con-
wral of the lands, and whose leaders have
assumed to parcel them ovt to individu-
aly of their sect, in tracts of an extent al-
together iuconsistent with an equitable di-
vision of the soil —and coutrary to the
wavisions of the laws of the United States

and the instructions issued from the
(reneral Land Ofiice; and the members of

lic lands within one mile and a querter of
the cabin which he had there erected.
Joseph Ralls who is settled upon the
public lands in Mills county “claims” to
the extent of three or four quarter sec-
tions, and maintains possession of the
same by threats of violence. He has been
a pre-emptor in the State of Missouri, and
therefore is not now entitled to a pre-emp-
tion of any of the public lands which he
claims. He has also, with a partner, cau=-
ed to be erected on the public lands near
his present settlemer.t, asaw-mill, and heis

S

to be
mill he

the seet, parties to this partition of the pub-
lic domain, are now selling out their|
-claims” to strangers, and thus constitu-
ting the unsurveyed pubiic lands of the
“*Pottawatamie purchase’ matters of com-
werce and speculation.

“The number of persons inhabiting the
““Pottawatamie purchase” have
much overrated as to numbers. From
reliable information the whele amount ot
souls there do not exceed 5.000; four
thousand of whom are of the sect of Mor-
mon, and the other thousand are of those
wiom the Mormons call Gentiles; and
these have occupied and **claimed up” all

country.

The timbered portions of the “Potta-
watamie purchase” are comprised of
a strip of land forming the easterly
shore of the Missouri river, and of anoth-
ex strip stretching aloug and including the
blufs, (a range of clay-hills dividing the |
Missouri bottoms from the rolling prairie,
and which lie back from the river at vari-
ous distances, ranging from five to fifteen
wiles,) and a few groves scattered along
the streams of water tributary to the Mis-
souri river. The residue of this tract of
country is bald prairic, which, though of
the highest value for farmiug purposes,
could not be occupied and made subject
to cultivation, without a just partition of
the timbered lands, which is stinted in
quantity for the whole country, and which
is now entirely monopolized by the Mor-
mons and the purchasers ot their “‘claims”
whom they have “taken in.”

Tke lands on which settlements eould
be made, (without a special act of Con-
gress providing for a distribution of the
timbered land with the bald prairie,) have
all been “claimed up”—and are now held
in parcels measuring from 320 to 2,000
acres, by squatters, who demand more
than the government price of the land is
likely to be fixed at for the privilege of ma-
king a settlement. It is not for improve-
ments that the squatters demand a price,
as there are none made in the country,
but for the privilege of settlement—and
their protection. If a person refuses to
pay the demands of a squatter and ai-
tempts to make a settlement, though it be
on lands a mile distant from any other
settler, he is denounced as a “*claim jump-
er’” and lynched. The undersigned trav-
elled the distance of three hundred miles
in the “Pottawatamie purchase,” and
found no spot of earth elligible for a
home, on which a person would be per-
mitted undisturhedly to make a settle-
ment, without paying a larger sum of|
money than the government would be
likely to exact for the ee of the land: and
wet there is not in the country one settler
1o each fifty quarier sections of land, for

| Creeks. on the publ |
Lebbeus Coon, Silas Hillmon and|since” 1844. The facts are thus, siri—
Noyes have plotted a town,| while there have been made no improve-
ng sale of their/ments on the land, the country has been

| damaged at least ten per cent. of its value
ling the country | by a spoliation of the timber,
been | of its timber, On this Five Barrel Creek | boen continued for seven or e

1000 superficial feet.
Ina grove of ti
lands in Mills coul
ty,
Willard W
and they are now ma
building lots to persons
of the vicinity, are despoi

ho, with othel

purchase.’
ing this tract of country there seems to be
few only aiming to cultivate the soil.—-
The present amount of cultivation
sufficient to produce food for the people |
in the country.
tors in *land claims,” and look to the
proceeds of their speculatious, instead of
the labor of their hands for bread.

line,) there af¢ no improvements
country. The settlers have large g
causing the timber of the neighboringlands| with small entlosuieg

despoiled for its supply; and at his'siaked out towns there XTSI

lls sawed lumber at $20,00 per and among all the dwellings for men now
| within the bounds of the *‘Pottawatamic
mber on Five Barrel! purchase” thero exists not one good house

an

With 1he population accupy-

in-

The mass are speculu- |

From |
geant’s BINF. (the boundary of the

Sioux country,) down to THULE, (the State
of the
s

d, yet, the white man has Leen there

which has |
ht years

there have been erected and are now in|and ever since the Mormons commenced

operation two or three saw-mills, the pro-|

prietors of which cut up the timber taken|
| trom
| their mills for 20,00 p
{ feet.

There are also many others in the snmel
neighborhood residing on the public
lands who claim like quantities; amongff
which number is William Clarke, who b
buile for himself a cabin in a grove of ti
ber, aud cut away the trees from abo
five acres of ground. which comprise h
whole enclosure—and yet he claims o
extent of three quarter sections of land
and keeps off intruders from the whole i
threats of violence. This man Clark
stated to the undersigned that he had by
fore coming to reside upon the publ
lunds in lowa been a pre-emptor of a qua
ter section of the public lands in the Stal
of Ohio.

Abraham Burger and Levi Thoma
who have also made separdte settlemen
on the public lands in Mills county
“claim” large tracts: Burger to the e
tent of half a section and Thomas to thq
of a full section of land.

Orson Byde who is President and Hig|
Priest of all of the Mormons this side d
the Great Salt Lake, and who has a sef
tlement upon the publiclands in the *Pot
tawatamie purchase,” is reputed to be th]
proprietor of twenty-five or thirty separatf
“land claims,”” the value of which he esti
mates at $25,000. This Hyde is in fad
a ““!and claim” broker: and in a conve
sation with the undersigned in the mont|
of March last, at Kainsville, in reference t
the system of claim making and clai
speculation carried on by the Mormons
he, Hyde, said “that the Mormons ha
regulated the land que: for themselves]
and that they would make the countr
too hot for any individual or individuall
who should attempt to interfere with thej
arrangement made in reference to the un|
surveyed publie lands of the ¢Pottawata
mie purchase:” and that they, the Mor]
mons, “did not care for the Governmen|
a1 Washington, which had no power or abil
ity to prevent or change their operations.”

Benry W. Miller, an elder of the Mor
mon sect, who resides on a tract of lha\

which the timber, with a proper distribu-

public lands situated near Kainsville, upon

their exedous from the State of lllinois.

Every material fact set forth and stated

he public lands, and then sell it at!jn the preceding exhibit may be sustained
er 1000 superficial and established with the highest grade of
: 5 proof.
) 'a Perry Liston and John Liston who re-!my own observation and under;
of the wood-land of this tract of beautiful | side on separate tracts of the public lands| ae nevertheless known 10 @

The matters, though taken up by
nding.

any honest

lying on Five Barrel Creek, “claini” three | and upright men residing in the country.
or four quarter sections of land each, and || have w

ert and maintain the possession thereof. crets, but of common notoriety.

tten of things which are no se-

L have the honor to be, sir,
Your very humble servant,
Ttz g d SUTHERTLAND.







ernment of the United States now keeps
watch, like a great mastiff, holding the
lands against the wants of tho people. The
lands are given up to wild beasts and spec-
ulators, and monopoliste, while there remain
thousands, aye, millions of the American
| people who have neither shelter nor home,
|and who are without the means of subsist-
1 'nnce, not through any lack of industry or
lands Iying within the States of the Union, | viruue on their part, but because they have
the public domain of the United States is of | 1o Jand on which to exercise their industry:
great extent. The Northwestern Tertitory | a1q because, for the want of land, labor it
lying West of the Mississippi River, and| o1 hecomes an object of barter, and by the
bounded on the North by the parallel of the | operavion of partial laws the products of
forty-ninth degree of North latitnde, East by | (heir abor go to increase the profits of the |
the Mississippi River, Sonth hy the State of| speculator. * A free grantof appropriate par-
Towa and the Nehraska River, (or Platte)) cels of land from the public domain to the
and West by the Rocky Moan hasbeen | jandjess, would not only put thousands in
estimated to contain 723.248 square miles, | oesegsion of Homes, and in the way of ac-
or 463.878.720 land. The North-| quiring the means of support, but it would

western Territory Bast of the Missis- engble the band of industry to transform |
#ippi River, and west af the State of Wis- illions of aétes of the most fertile, though

consin, and North of the parallel of the thir- | oy unproductive lands, into an immeasus
ty sixth deeree and thirty minutes North

latitnde, has been estimated to contain 22,-
336 square tiles, or 14 295,040 acres of
land.

For the Democratic Register.
TLAND REFORM.
Advantages of a free distribution of the Pubs
lic Lands of the United States for actual
settlement and cullivation.

BY TH: JEFFERSON SUTHERLAND.

1. Exclusive of the unappropriated public

|
|
|
il
|
|

ins,

acres of

lyii

rable sotrce of national wealth,
9. The free grant of the public lands to
actual settlers, would leave no excuse for
idleness. It would make lsbor honorable,
2. The Indian Territory lying West of the as industry would no longer be confined to
States of Mississippt and Arkansas, and menials and slaves; and, by offering homes
bound North by the Nebracka River, and and honorable employment to all. it would
South by the parallel of the thirty-sixth des reduce the number of all moral defalcations,
gree and thirty-minutes North latitude, has and consequently the amount of taxes; and
been estimated to contain 348,318 square by bringing into immediate use millions of
miles, or 121.923.200 acres of land; and the acres of the uncuhivated lands, it would
same Territory lving South of the paralielof greatly increase the means of support, and
the thirtysixth degree and thirty minutes of thereby reduce the cost of the support of
North latitude, has heen estimated to con- life; and save thousands of the one sex from
tain 58,346 square miles, or 37 341,440 acres prosutution, while it would deliver a great
A considarable portion of this Ter- er number of the other sex from the poor
houses and prisons; and the measure would
Total cxtent of the 'd Tarritory, 1.152.248 also enable those who now enjoy but little
square miles, or 637.418 500 acres of land. =-and pay but little for the support of Gov-
3. The Oregon Terr; g on the Pa< ernment—to enjoy much, and to contribute
cific and bounded on the North by the par~| much for the support of Government.
allel of the forty-ninth degree of North lat|  10. Allow the people to occupy each a
itude, South by the parallel of the forty-sec-  parcel of the public domain, without exact-
ond degree of North latitnde, East by the ing from them a tax of two hundred dollars|
Rocky Mountaing, and West by the Pacific in advance, and before any use or benefit|
Ocean, has been estimated to contain 526,- has been had or received from the land, and |
464 square miles, or 386,936 960 those who will immediately oceupy the Ter-|
land. The State of Californit and the Tor- ritory between the Mississippi and the
ritories of New Mexico and Utah, bounded Rocky Mountains, and that which lies be-
on the North by the parallel of the forty-sec~ tween the Rocky Monntainsand the Pacific |
ond degree of North latitude, East by the Ocean, will soon cause a railway to belt the/
Northwestern and Nebraska Territories, country betweer the Mississippi and the Pa
Soith by the Gila River and by a line run- | cific, without appropriations from the pub- |
ning from its mouth West toa point one lic treasury of @e United States. The set- |
ters would ti@-eives build t e railway,|

ral and sectional roads, for |

of land
ritory has been appropriated to the Indians

ory yin

marine leagne North fom the Southernmost
fpoint of San Diego, and West by the Pacific and requisite
cean, have heen estimared to contain 526,- their own conj
P78 equare miles, or 336.080.920 acrex of ment of the
nd. Total of new Territory, 1052542
nare miles, or 723 626.750 acres of land. produets of tH
4. 11. With a]
e State proper, and including the three peace among (8 Indian tribes of the Terris |
divisions, viz: The ¢ the tories of the Uffited States, and to protect |
Nueces and the Rio Grande del Norte, and | the frontier settioments, the Government at
the Santa Fe country, North of the parallel | Waslington have employed almost the ens
of the thirty-sixth degree and thirty minutes  tire of the peace establishment of the al'mv,"
North latitude, and the Santa Fe country | tozether with a large additional force pro- |
South of the sam= parallel, which has been | vided for by a law of the Thirtieth Congress.
estimated at 325.520 square miles, or 208, is mi
832.800 acres of land. Grand towal of the
public domain included in the several Ter-
ritories, and in the S'ate of Culifornia and
Territories of Texas, 2,630,310 squa
br 1.569 378,080 acres ol land.
small portion of these vast Territories have
either been occupied by settlers or surveyed
and_run out by the Government at Wash-
ington.

ience, and for the obtain- |
ket which the travel of|
uced, would bring for the|
lands.

strangers thus

he Territories of Texas, exclusive of w to the preservation of|

untry between

For the support of tary force, (post- |
yond the section of country
where supplies are produced.) the people
are required to pay from eight to ten million
of dollars annually; and by the operation of
the measure, twenty thousand men are cons
tinually released and kept from labor, while
they are fed and clothed by the labor of oth-

and after having remained for years inl
astate of degradation and of moral depress |
sion, divisions of them are periodically dis-|
charged and sent back o the people of the
States, to add to the sum of public disorders
in the populous cities.

ed as it is far t

e miles,
Buta very

8. By these statistics," which claim to have
been compiled from the most authentic
soureas, it is made to appear that there are,
at this time, subject to occupation, in the
Territories of the Unitad States and the
State of California, subject only to small de-
ductions, one thousand five hundred -and |
hree hundred and sev. | keeping up a standing army for the preser-
acres of| vation of peace among the Indian tribes,

and for the protection of the frontier settle;
| and from the people of the Union—the la-

|

12. By a free grant of the public lands to
aetual settlers. the Government at Washing-
ton would be relieved from the necessity of
gixtv-nine millions, t
and

enty-eizht thon ¥y

land. exclnsive of the

ded in the States of Oio, In

O lhconint Towa. Michisah Ar-| boring people who shoulder it—~the burthen
Kansas, Florida, Mississippi, and some oth- | of feeding, and clothing, and paving twen~
ers of the Statex of the Union.in which| ' thousand men o keep watch upon a few
R it oo hich thousand Indians, would be taken away,
title has no yet heen distingnished. | and society would be eased from the emis-

8. The public lands in the Territories 0,-*‘ s10n of d(’gmdved and demoralized men, who
the United States comprising the vast do-| '€ N0W, by discharges and desertions, be-
ranin of 2,530,310 square mles, or 1560,.| N8 CONUNULIly BeNt out from the arniy.—
278 080 acres, allowing the fallest deduc-| 1he seitlers, being granted free oceupancy
Yion for rivers, lakes, mountains, and des.| Of the land, would coon be found in suffi-
erts, would afford twelve millions of farms| ¢ient numbers, in every Territory, and in
of one hundred acres each, which is quite a | €¥°ry section of Territory and State, to pre-
sufficiency for any family. Then the popu-| Serve peace among the Indian tribes, as well
tion of the United States may, at a rough| a8 to protect themselves.
estimate, be set down at 25.000.000, which | 13- The gold found in the State of Cal
wonld give about 5,000.000 familes. Hence,| fornia has placed in “the mining districts a
it will be seon that each family might take | POPulation sufficient to protect itselt against
from the public domain & farm of one hun.| 21 aggreesions of the Indians, as itis shown
dred acres, and that there would be still re-| ®¥ the following account of a transaction
mainirg unappropriated seven millions of| Rear Sacramento mines, taken from a newss
farms of the like quantity of land, sufficient| Paver printed in California, and dated Oc-
for an additional population of 35,000,000, | obers 1850:—

7. The unappropriated public lands with<| “The Indians having been guilty of many
in the several States of the Union, will not | Unprovoked outrages and murders, the
R\ eatiahair =iyl altar o fethe dxtant iy ha | N Lol Clfied Axearns of miflemen oy bety

,ifany, common defense. While seven or eight of
Territories and California, giving a grand | the company ware out prospecting, they
tota! of twenty-four million of farms of ara~| were suddenly attacked by a party of fifty or
ble lands which are yet remaining unpro-

sixty of the natives, some of whom were
5 s .| urmed with pistols, which had been impru-
ductive, and which is sufficient for an in-| geris S O B Rttt The i
crease of population to 150.000.000, grants |stoud their ground, and were soon reinfor«
ing to each man who should require it, a | ced by the commander, (Captain Sanger,)
farm of one hundred acres of Iand. Lot this| and some others who heard the firing and
e : Sherg | rushed to their aid. This little band atood
and be allotied to settlers without fee, and | yj,oir ground for three hours under a terri-
no more sold to the monopolisis, and the or- | biy hot sun and in a wost disadvantageous
dinary increase of populaian continue,and | position, till at last the Indians, disheartens
there shall remain unoccupied and unap~ €d by their slain, retreated. Captain San-
ger was mortally wounded, and three others

|severely; the former was from Massachu-
setts, and the latter from Maine. Lieuten-
ublic domain the Govs ant Johnson started the next day with the

[ nain inelu-
linios.

=souri,

the Government
|

propriated public {ands for the seventh gen-
eration yet to come.
8. Over the vast ]

entire force, and completely troke up all the| within our border, is exposed to those
enemy’s villages or camps, and entirely | cursione equally with our own. The miili-
routed the scoundrels, so that no Govern- | tary force stationed in that country (altho’
ment aid will be needed at present. He is | forming n large proportion of the army?
quite sure that he heard either an Irish or a|represented as entirely inadequate to oiir
Scotch voice among the enemy; perhaps|own protection and the fulfillment of out
some disgraced miner. The Maine and|ireaty stipnlations with Mexico. The priii-§
Massachusetis men were dreadfully exass|cipal deficiency is in cavalry, and I recom-|
perated by the attack upon their friends, | mend that Congress should, at an early p
and took fearful vengeance, and the deadly | riod as practicable, provide for the raising
rifles of the Kentuckians and Missourians |of one or more regiments of mounted men
told with terrible rlfech" 4 21. Tt is a well known fact to all whoare
14. The assumptions of the writer are al-| yoquninted with the organization of the U.
so well sustained by the following exiract|§ "Army, that thece are now, or might

from a report of an exploring expedition | be raiged by the President, under existing
made along the Rio Grande del Norte, in | 1,yg, g Jarger body of eoldiers, disposable
1850, by Capt. John Love of the first reg~' for the pratections of the Western frontiers,
iment'oliU. B, Dragoone: — . |than those commanded by Mujor General
“Ringgold Barracks is the first military | oyi0r when he captared Monterey, or
station on the Rio Grande del Norte above g . )
Fort Brown, and is sarrisoned by two com. | when he beat back General Santa Anna
paniesof the First Regiment of Inifantry, un- | and his grand army of Mexicans from Bue~
der command of Major Lamotie. This is a | na Vista, and even a body larger than the

depot from which are supplied’ Fort McIn- .
troops co ded by Major General Scott
tosh, Fort Duncan, the Texas Rangers, and | oor: commanded by Major

other mounted troops tationed temporari- | ¥heN hie entered and captured the city of
ly in_the vicinity of those post. All the Mexico. The organization of the United
supplies from this depot are transported from States army under existing laws, as ap
Fort Brown at present by the United States
dteamboat Corvette.  Thenext m litary post
oft the Rio Grande del Norte is Fort Meln-
tosh, sitaated near the old town of Laredo,
and is_garrisoned by two companies of the pariment, embraces fifteen regiments, ins
First Regiment of Infantry, under the con= eluding in the aggregate 12.326 officers and
itiand of Captain Burbank. &

15. “Between Ringzold racks and
Fort Meclntosh are several towns, viz: Ca~
margo, situated on the San Ju n River, protection of the Westorn frontier?
three miles from its junetion with the Rio answer to this enquiry is obtained by re~
Grande del Norte, having a popuiation of it e e
about two thousand; Rio Grande City, a new ; i
and flourishing place on the American side, AT'0Y are mostly comprised of cadets from
one mile above Ringeold Barracks; Roma, the Military Academy at West Point, who
& new town on the Texas side, with a pop- are litle enured to hards
ulation of about five hundred; among whom
aie several enterprising merchants, who
carry on considerable trade with the neigh-
boring Mexican States; Mier, situated two penchants for and capacities to enjoy the

es from the Rio Grande del Norte, on the snug quarters of the fortresses upon the At-
river Aleantro, with a population of ahont
two thousand; Guerrero, six miles frow the

pears by 1eference to the official army regis-
ter, exclusive of General staff, engineers,

topographical engineers and ordnance de-

men
22, Wiy is this force inadequate for the
The

course to the

ips and the fas
tigues attendant upou the performance of
duty on the Western borders and who have

lantic sea board rather than for the hivouac

Rio Crande del Norte, on the Salado, with: ©f the forest and the eamp of the Praivie, |
& papalesion of abovs lous thbusgnd, while the rank and file are comprised of the |
16. “Te soil on both sidesof the Rio most ignorant and debased of the foreign
Grande de) Norte, between Ringzold Bar-
racks and Fort McIntosh, is very fertile, and
under cultivation. The. principal producs €4 17 .
are corn, beans, melons, &e. Somwe tobaceo, [2ntic sea board, who desert from the army
planted this year for the fir<t time, looks wel. s soon as arrived at the stations on the |
Ebony, willow, musquit, and ' hackberry Wesern bo
grow along its banke: ‘The grazing in ex-!p "y o ond any additional number of.regs
cellent, supporting immense flacks of <heep !
and goats, and vast herds of cattle. Large imenis-added to the U
droves of wild horses and cattle are seen in ganized as those regiments now in the ser-
every direction. Gume is very abundant. | vice. would leave the Western frontiers

There are large mines of bituminous coal : ; 4
L still undefended, and tie army as it now is |
near Guerrero. The distaneabstween those ! |

two points, Ringgold Barracks and Fort Mc- —but a ske'eton force composed principally
Intosh, is one hundred and twenty miles by of nfficer
land, and two hundred and sixiren by wa-
ter. 'The next military pust is Fort Duncan,
(near Eagle Pass,) carrisoned by three com- Ll
punies of the Firs Regiment af Infangry, the public domain, free to actual settlets,
under the command of ColoneleMorris. 11 would result in sip>resding the necessity
is abont one hundredimiles by landy hd of troops for the restraint of the irregnlaris
twohandred and thiri§ four hy water, above s i
Fort Melniosh. Thp{mly town of any size SOSE SpoR e iben bd
between Forts Mclnioshand Duncan is Pre the settlements of the whites
sidio, sitnated six miles from the Rio Grande against their incursions. But, in the press |
del Norte, opposite the ford at Presidio de ent emergency, corps of volunteers are the
io Grande del Norte, and ahout thirty
wiles from Fort Duncan. It contains two
thousand inhabitants, and has a garrison of

population emited from Europe and receiv- |
ed into the poris of the Union upon the At-

rders whera they are required

ited States army, or-

23. As previonsly premized, a provision
of law grantinig lands in smail parcels from

ties of the

to defend

only troops which could be relied upon far‘

- the protection of the frontier settlements
two hundred men. and for the preservation of order and peace

17. “A little town isspringing up just be~ among the Indian tribes.
low Fort Duncan. which wil! probably be-| o4 provids by
come one of considerably commercial im- s R 5
portance, as itid fi#ar that point where the | [2W for raising three regiments of volun~
roads from Mapimi, Parras, Monclova, San~ teer cavalry, to be accepted by companies, to
ta Rosa, San Fernando, Nava, Presidio, &
strike the Ria Grande del Nogte. _The 2ol pin,cnte by the President of the United
between Fort Melntosh and Fort Duncan is 5P
excellent, but, in consequence of the fre. 2nd to be &
quent incursions of the [ndians, only a smali ka, Rio Grande del Note, and Gila and Co-
portion is under culuvation. The farmers |ombia Rivers, and there to be emploved in |
turn their auention, on a grand seale, 1o the 1, ¢onairuction of roads, as well asin the

ng of sheep and goats—animals which

the Indians never steal. Wild horses ard L 5 :
game are abundant. Timber the same as elusion of their term of service. let the off
below Fort Meclntosh, with the addition of cers and men be invested with their milita
pecan. There are two inexhaustible mines 1y oqnipments and one hundred #nd sixty
of bituminous coal of superior quality on the ; B
Texas side of the rivel—specimens of which, 2078 of the public lands, and beudomiciled
brought down by Captain Love, have been i the Territories in which they have per-
tested. There are several rich silver mines formed military services and constructed
on the Mexican side, some forty or fifty rouds; and let there be free grants of public
miles back from Presidio de Rio Grande del -
Norte, which were worked to advantage by :
the Spaniards before their expulsion, in | to actual accipants, and no military estab-
1829, even after paying a hand<ome per | lishment will the Government at Washing-
centage of the vett proceeds to the Mexican oy be thereafier required to keep in tact,
Governwent and the owners of the land.—
Nothing prevents their being worked now :
but the want of capital, and, perhaps, ens and prevent their incursion upon
ergy. whites.

18. “Fhf’rP\ are no ‘”‘u“’mv‘"lﬂ) either 95 The free grant of the public lands to

merica r Mexies bove Fort Duncar
American or Mexican, above Fort Duncan; o, seutlers would not only effect the es-
neither will theie be any until seulers are *° k we i
afforded some permanent protection against ‘ablishment of peace among the trihes of
the Indians. The countryand soil, hetween [ndians, and afford a ceriain and
Fort Duncan and the mouth of Devil's Rivs protection to the extremest sottlements
er.are beautiful and rich bevond descrip:ion.
and watered by numerous sireams flo ving
into the Rio Grande del Norte from boih g
sides. The principal are the Escondido or tribes 'That the Indian race may be civil.
San Fernando, Eim, Morel. Las Morus, Pes ized, (but not while there are extensive for-
can, San Felippe, Bear, and Turkey. The
whole country is susceptible of irrigatiol

Therefore, let Congress

serve for one year,and to be organized into re- |
‘lﬂlPR‘
izned for duty on the Nebrass

subjugation of the savages; and at the con- |

lands, in small parcel by law

to restrain the irregularities of the Indians,
the

reliable
but
the measure would result in producing the

civilizati

n of the members of the Indian

B estain which to bunt, and vast Prairies t0
5 &
but, from a single visit, it of eourse conlq  T0aM over,) has heen demonstrated with the
not be decided whether a scarcity of rain in Stockbr Oneida, Onondaga, Tuscaro-
that region would render this mode of was ra, and Senaca tribes, portions of whose |
tering the eoil necessary. The lands are | emnined in e S
well timbered atintervale with live oak, pe.| ¢/ " Mo . T
can, mulberry, hackherry, ash, musquit, &e. | NeW York, facing civilization and adopting
There are many fine mill sites on  the | all of its forms, manners and customs. But,
streams, as nearly all have excellent water- | the primary result ol the measure would be
power. They abound with petch and the | e pringing into use and culuvation a vast |
regular speckled trout of our northern moun-| = 2 3 i
extent of exceedingly fertile but now un- |

tain streams.’’ s e i 7
roductive lands, affording plenty, comfort
19. In the annual Message to Congress, | P s - 1 <
|and happiness to millions of the citizens of |

of the President of the United States, deliv-| v |
ered on tho 24 of December, 1150, were | this Union who ara now suffering homeless
and houseless blight and misery.

contained information and recommenda-
tions as follows:

“Texas and New Mexico are surrounded
by tribes of Indians, who aressource of con-
siant terror and annoyance to the inha’i-
tants. Separating into small predatory
bands, and always mounted, they overrun
the country, devastating farms, destroying |
crops. driving off whole herds of catile, |
and occasionally murdering the inhabitants,
or carrying them into captivity

20. “The ereat roads leading into the
country are infested with them whereby
travel

members have

|

g is rendered extremely danzerous, |
and immigration is almost entirely arrested.
The Mexican frontier, which, by the 11:h
article of the treaty of Guadulupe Hidalgo,
we are bound to protect against the Indians
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