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To the Honorable the Senate,
and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled.

WE, the undersigned, Officers of the Army of the United States ask leave most respsctfully to repre-
sent to you as follows :

It is known to your honorable bodies, that by the system of Army-Payments at present in operation, a most important part
of the compensation of the Officer is the ration ; in licu of the issue of which in kind, a money-allowance is substituted

By provisions of Acts of Congress approved 1808 and 1812, the money value of each ration issued in part payment to
Officors was fixed at twenty cents ; and to this sum, notwithstanding the increase in the prices of articles of food since that
time, has the valuation been restricted. At the present moment, the cost of the provisions composing the ration is double
what it was in 1812; still, the officer is compelled to receive, in commutation of his subsistence, a sum determined by prices
current forty years ago, and to purchase for his consumption according to the rates of the day.

The grievance is manifest ; the compensation of the officer is depreciated below the standard contemplated by the franicrs
of the law, and below that enjoyed by officers at the time the law was passed.

Nor is there any prospect of relief save through the operation of ‘your just action in the case ; there is no promise of a re-
duction in the cost of articles of food,—on the contrary there seems a certainty of a maintenance of the present prices, if
not of a permanent increase beyond them. g

Rates of remuneration for labor have improved and are improving throughout all classes of the community, to correspond
with increased rates of subsistence ; and already has your honorable attention been called to this subject by other bodies of
public servants, who have reasonably confided in your willingness to compensate their services with salaries commensu-
rate to their support, and have met with a just response.

Upon no portion of the community does the pressure of the times fall more heavily than upon officers of the Army, and we
find it just that our claims to a respectable support, in return for our services, should receive the favourable consideration of
your honorable bodies ; but we confine our reasonable prayer more especially to an alleviation of the hardship of the present
restricted valuation of the ration.

We therefore respectfully ask, that hereafter forty cents be fixed as the commutation price of the ration.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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" Tonnage Du 142
Common Council were engaged last
evening in discussing the veto of the
or in regard to the widening of the
and assessments  therefor. ~ Pending the
decision of the question, a motion was
anade by Alderman_Duwyer to levy tonnage
dutiss {or that objeet, whieh resolution was
| ordered piblished and made the special o;
| der for the next meei ng.f'ﬁ.p‘ Iderman.
from the Seventh Ward, boldly follows
footsteps of the “Little Giant,” and

in the
with com-
mendable zeal, which should not be overlooke
by tho incoming Admidistration, pre
the attention of the body, of which he
ber, the Democratic doetrine of levyi
duties upon the vessels which

But the Alderman is in advance of the
The former would tax the toil of the producer,
the lubor of the mechauic, the goods of the
merchant, to create additional fucilities for shi
ping—the latter would orily clear out obstruc-
tions and keep in repair works already done, by
levying contributions on vessels reaching their
haven. The Alderman would levy a tax upon
vessels visiting this or any other port of entry,”
to widen our river—the Ssmator’s bill, in all its
deformity, proposed only to send the tax collector
onboard, in the harbor which the vessel entered,
to collect duties for its improvement.

But thi

isan age of progress—great bodies
move slower than smaller ones, and it therefore
does not surprise us that a Demacrati

member
of the Council finds himself so f

far in advance of
“giant” U. 8. Senators—or that our worthy mu-
nicipal authoritics gravely entertain the project
of seizing upon the white wings of commerce,
to pluck from them their featliors.

If this project, however, meets the approsal of
our citizens and the favor of the Couneil, we
suggest'that that body take one step further, and,
when a street is opened, direct the free-holdi ng
assessors chosen, to_seize the produce of the
farmer as he journeys to market, and pay the
proceeds of it over to those deemed damaged by
the improvement, while they strike out the term
“benefited by the improvement,” from the vo-
cabulary of assessments—and when a Railroad
traimapproaches our city, direct the tax-gathererto
“look out for the engine,” and collect duty and|
pour it into the lap of the city fathers. If not,
the burden is unequal. A barrel of flour is sent
by sail and a duty is exacted—a ton of merchan-
dize arrives and is landed at our wharves, and
greedy official makes his levy, while the same
articles, if only under the nostrils of the iron
horse, pass to and fro, unnoticed, unmolested and

el We should judge Lake Michigan would
storm at. this discrimation—swhich if adopted will
induce vessel owners to yield the carrying t
to the tender mercies of corporations, and shun
Chicago, asships do Barnegatand the Maelstroom.

But seriously, we cannot believe that the Cous
cil will deliberately endorse the project of )
Dywyer. Itis the policy of our city to invite bu-
siness here, not to tax it for coming. Tt is our
policy o open every avenue by land and water,
which shall bring together the treasures of the
gt and the West, to meet here upon an equal

ating, with as light burdens and slight obstruc-
ons placed in their way as possible, and if city
mprovements are needed, lot the city pay for
themin common with the holders of property
direetly benefited by such improvements

If the Riveris too narrow, widen it, andif
property along its banks is benefited, assess i
therefor, but let usnot resort to a suicidal. policy
by adopting measures which will speedily prove,

that with tonnage duties hanging over our poxt,
its enlargewent would not be




Ing in my sle

For I kuow I am but dreaming,
When I think your love is mine;

And T know they are but seeming,
All the hopes that round me shine,

So remember, when I tell you,
What I can no lungu‘ Lccp,
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s e . -~ And you wigh
ve ad «lm ‘that the motion was-- seeonded
| and cordially approved ofby AldsHaines,
one of (he slaunchestand most intelli ige nt
w ]np in the city;and an enterprising
business man.
Toxnace Durirs :we awful thin

7 can be made a bugbear of before

by whig editors fur the inj;
'tir

but view-
ithout party
their |

1

o liimits and
should have e

e Press thus replies to our remarks concer
ning the resolation of:Mr. Dwyeg, asking our
Legislature to_petition Congress, o allow the
Common Conncil to collect a tonnage duty on
vessels  entering this or other port of entry,” for
the purpose of widening the river.  Weare wil
ling to give the advocates of this measure the full
benefit of the above argument, that the power is
granted, to be used only in case the Council
Uhinks best to exercise it, and that they are the best
judges of what is for their own interest.

At the same time we have not the most implic-
it confidence in Chicago Common Councils, hav-
inghad repea dopportunitiesin common with the
ass of our citizens to demur to what they have
«thonght best,” and although the present worthy
and efficient Board, might well be entrusted with
our national affairs, it does not follow that their
successors will of necessity be equally just, wise
and “national” The Council might think best to
fillup the river altogether, on the ground that
Jand now-a-days is more valuable than water—
il we don’t thinlk the power to do so, ought to
be conferredupon them.

We do not think it best in any view, and inany
 ontingency which may aise, to tax vessels with

tonnage duty, aid therefore can see 1o renson

1y e power should be given, simply that it
Light be reposed in the Common Council.
Chicago is already the only port of consequence
on the Lakes where vessel property is tazed, whi
list of its marine—give
o the common council the power to levy tonnage
uties, as their whims or caprices may dictate, al-
b, and it will continue to be 4 port of eniey but

in nawe] 1 Ald Dwyer called 0p b ation reld

onnage Htice—lying of 15 (abig,. dnd paksd

{ for its passage; after cofisiderable  discussion,

| Ald K.uzie introduced @ substitute for Ald
yer’s resolutio

Afior further discursion, Ald Brown call
|
previous question, und the call being sust

'Ald Dyer nsked for the ayes and nays,
.sulied'in the logs of the main gueation

Dwy- |

ed the |
ained,
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My proty secret’s coming.
Oh, listen with your hmg
And you shall hear it hurmming
So close, *twill make you start.
Oh, shut your eyes so earnest,
Or mine will widely weep,—
I love you! T adore you! but—
T'm “talking in my sleep.”
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