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THE HONORABLE

The Senate and House of Representatives.

OF

The wited States in Congress JAssembled.

T, undersigned, Tnspectors of the Revenue at the Port of New-York, in continnation of their application for an increase of pay
made in 1853:

Respectfally represent that their present compensation was established by law in 1816-—nearly forty years ago— when the
expense of living was but triflng in compavison with the exhorbitantly high price of every article necessary to the support of a
family

That in addition to the difference of living, an increase of labor and responsivility have been added to the dnties of the Inspector
more than threbling those defined by law when their pay was established, to which they respectfully refer as follows :

Firsr. The Bonded Warchouse System, itself, has more than doubled the duties of the officer ; inasmuch as previously the
goods for examination in “ public store,” and those subject to “ general order,” were the only goods for which we were held respon-
sible ; whereas, now, it not unfrequently oceurs, ir addition to those, that goods are warehoused, from one vessel alone, to twenty
different warohonses, all of which we aro by law required to send specially directed (each load) to- their respectivo warchouses, i nd
with, at times, a portion of the “general order goods; directed to be sent to Atlantic Dock by lighters, with an accompanying
manifest. For the safe conveyance and delivery of all these, we are held strictly accountable.

Sgrcoxp, The ocean steamers, lately introduced in the commerce of the world, and rapidly increasing in numbers in this port,
have greatly added to the already onerous duties of the Inspector.

Theso vessels, not contemplated when the Revenue Laws fixed the compensation of its Inspectors, are so constructed as to
render them impossible of securing by the ordinary fastenings of locks and seals, as the law provides for us on leaving our vessels,
requiring therefore our constant confinement on board from sunrise to sunset, until relieved by the night officers, whom at sunrise
we again relieve.

Trino, These vessels not only impose on us the necessity of this constant attendance during the working days, but after the
unceasing toil, confinement, and anxiety of the laboring hours, the Hory Sasara dawns upon us with the same obligations of our
duty, leaving us n0, relaation—no ezemplion from duty as the law provides, but one continued period of anxiety and watchfulness,
from their arrivai until their departure.

Foutr. Mho Tnspector is frequently called upon to perform his duty after sundown, (never contemplated by the lays fixing
his pay,) which not unfr equently extends to twelve or one o’clock at night, (on arrival of steamers late in the ) for the purpose
of discharging Passengers’ Baggage, abolishing entiroly their hours of rest and relief, contemplated and expressly provided for by
the Revenue Laws, namely, Sundays and nights.

Fuenl, The mental and physical labor, the vigilance and activity required in discharging cargoes of steamers and packel ships,
the exposure and suffering on vessel’s deck, or on the bleak and unprotected dock, at inclement seasons of the year, as well as the
diligence and application required to examine, compare and correct the receipts of the various stores, bonded warehouses, cell
ete. The care and precision required to make out the duplicate returns of a cargo of 1,600 or 1,700 tons, in time for the vessel's
clearance, occupying from twelve to eighteen quarto sheots, closely written, with minute statements and details of the disposal of
the whole cargo, have, from the increased tonnage capacity of our modern vessels, rendered the duties of Inspector of Customs
oppressive, irksome, and severe in the extreme, and claim relief by at least o jair compensation ai the hands of government, whose
treasury is enriched as much from the incorruptable integrity of ils Cusiom House officers as from the prosperity of our country.

Srxi, The inereased and increasing mercantile business of our Port, have for some years past rendered it incumbent on us
to perform the duties of another separate and. distinct branch of the Revenue department, namely, the Measurers, who are allowed
by lusy, $1,500 per. annum, (nearly $500 more than the Iuspectors) while the Luspector, for. performing that, in addition to his
complicated, arduous and responsible duties, receives no additional compensation whatevor. - This, we beg leave to submit, is a gross
injustice to officers already burthened with important addition duty without extra pay.

When we call the attention of your Honorable Body to the fact,

That we perform our duties daily, from the rising to the setting sun in our busy port.

Dhat we are nol ezempl even on the Holy Sabbath, which other employees of Government who have been favored with an
increase of , are exempt from.

That we are exposed fo the inclemency of the weather, as well as the extremely hazardous duty of hoarding vessels in our
crowded (and at times boisterous) harbor, incurring also the risk of Ship Fever, and other contagious diseases from infected vessels.

That we are the guardians of the Revenuc in all seasons and all weathers, sealing the vessels’icy sides, “midst the wintry blast,
and the wild wind’s roar, or serambling up its slimy sides beneath the scorching summer’s sun.

That through the vigilance, activity, and uncompromising integrity of the Inspectors, frauds on the Customs are detected, and
the honest merehant protected.




That the seizures and confiscations in this Port laterly would contribute much to that additional compensation which our accu-
mulated duties and the exhorh tant expense of living fu

That we have patiently awaited the action of Government since 1853, suffering the most harrassing annoyanee, from the insuf
Jiciency of our pay, for the support of our fumilies, in this ezpensive city, prevented as we are from the diligence our duty demands,
as well as by law, from resorting to any additional employment to increase our resources

I'hat clerks and employecs in the departments at Washington, who are engaged but a few hours each day, have received
a very fiberal consideration from your Honorable Body, during the Session of 1853, whep onr extreme necessities urged us 0 apply,
but with a less fortnnate result.

We therefore respectfally ask an extra allowance of pay, from that period when we first made our appeal to you, and which
this continuation of our appeal will we trust, satisfuctorily expla

We approach your Honorable and Intellig y in the fall conviction of the justness of our application, and a firm belief in
the convictions of ight which a calm consideration of our claims must establish. Relying upon your sense of justice,

We respectully ask such an increase of compensation as you, in your wisdom, and from the reasons herein set forth, shall

conceive to be equitable and just,

And for which we most earnestly pray,

e Weir, Joseph W. Lamb, Edwin Brownell,
amuel Graha gene M’Grath,

Patrick Dee h c
A. N. Wright, Jumes Wright, b

Parrick Boyle N. B. Shaw, - Joseph M Sam’t Reynolds,

David Wood, David_Garthwaite John A. Post Peter F. Burrougl

Peter M:-Dermot, N. Campbell Daniel Mechan Jacob Bittel.

Geo. B. Wooldrid ; Tno. 3 John Brice,
John Vandervoor o
William Towi, xand o John
. MNally 1
S. R. Scott,

o

Jsanc De Forrest Daniel Gree
Stephien D. Layman,
George D. Davis,
Sam’l 8. Conklin,
seph 1. Moulton,
Kei

Hnckley, racis Mastorson,
. Campbell, es Reed,
William Murphy. i
David H. Ke
George W. Blceker Vandewater,
Bucklin, James Farley
Jobn Farien,

Graham,
Gudfrey,

Storey
Chester Fox
George W. Siemer, C . M. Lodew
S William H. Baker, Deklyn,
Heary Cheaving Win. S. Brown, Edw'd Brown, ames M. Oakley,
i Is, A. Brady, 3. Brewster. Donald.
John A. F. Douglass, Ja. Thorne, V. F. Weeks D. F. Root,
Manus Kelly John C. Roach, Stephen Maxson, Cyrus Riell,
George W. Ditchett Parrick Murphy Charles A. Reilly
. Dusenbury, J. T. Burton, Van Nostrand
i vy Licbenau X Andrew N
Thomas J t W. J. Wiswal
G. L. Fredenburg, G John D.
Wm. Miner, A. G. V. Wagencr. The
Anthony Woods, John Townsend,
Wm. M. Green Chas. B. Childs
S. J. Burnside
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