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The Falien Brave of Mexico.
BY GEOSOR P. MORRIS.

From esprees and from laural boughs
Are twin d in s in pride,

The mmmm pok the mouldering Drows
Of those who for nmn ouatry dis

In sorrow, that the sable p Il
Eafolds the valiant ‘wod the brave

In pride, that those who robly all
Win Gariands that adorn 1he grave

Tho onsst—the pursuit—th roar

The garlands wover

The shrouled flag —the dhooping spear—
the so!

wrlands of their

[For the Day Book ]
les on Wools, Woolens and upon
Gnported Kaw Materinls.

In & former article, in this paper, T main-
tained that the release of the daty on wool,
while it is retained upon woolen cloth, would
operate as a boon to those who have engaged
or should engage in the manufacture of wool-
ens—that such release would be tantamount
to a protective duty, and would raise the pri-
ces of woolen fabrics, foreign as well as do
mestic, to the purchasers or consumers in this
country, to the amodnt of the duty, and I
invited a discussion of the important question
of taxation, which is always overlooked or
evaded by the advocates of protection.

I believe no argument, at this day, is nec-
essary {o prove that daties on imported goods
are, mainly, paid by the consumers thereof.
It is remarkable that this question did not
eseape the attention of ‘those patriotic and
far seeing men who advocated the adoption
of the federal Constitution by the people. In
one of the numbers of Publius, written by
Gen. Hamilton, it is expressly admitted that,
when the. imported goods in market.do not
exceed the demand, that the daty, first ad-
vanced by the importer and added to the
price, must, necessarily, be refanded ot paid
by the consumer. ~ An indirect tax is thus
levied upon the necessities and not upon the
wealth of the citizen and is in many respects
more unequal and unjust than a ecapitation
tax, becaue, under the former, the head of a
family is taxed not only upon the necessaries
of life which he alone consumes, but also for
those consumed by his wife and children, and
others dependant upon him ; whereas, under
the latter, if levied upon male adults, he
would have to pay for himself alone.

Perfect equality in the assessment and col-
léction of taxes cannot be expected, yet it
must be admited that the happiness,prosperity
and indeed the liberties of the people, under
every government, depend in no small degree
upon the manner in which such taxes are im*
posed. It is true, that taxes, when assessed
upon capital, will, to a great extent, be shift-
ed to the shoulders of labor.

If the taxes of the landlord are increased,
he will increase his rents. I the manufac
turer is taxed ou his capital, he wiit deduct
the amount from the wages of *his operatives,
and even the small farmer when his taxes
are increased, will be very apt to remind
his “ hired help” that he must reduee tl eir
pay.

Bat it does not follow, from this, that tax.
es should, in the first instance, be assessed
upon labor, or upon' the necessaries of life,
which are consumed by all.  On the contra:
ry, taxes should, s far as possible, in the
first instance, be graduated upon capital.
There will be then little danger of oppressive
taxation, which seldom oceurs except in cases
where it falls principally upon classes of the
commmunity which do not include the infla
ential and wealthy. When the man that
votes the tax is made to pay in exact propor-
tion to the length of his purse, there is little
danger of over taxation for any purpose, and
there is as little danger that all taxes neces-
sary for the common welfare and the legiti
mate objects of government, will not be readily
voted

It must be admitted that for some thirty
or forty years past the burthen of taxation in
this country has been horne mainly by labor.

he system of indircct taxation, perfected
by the younger Pitt, and so much | eulogized
by a late British historian, was early
adopted by our national government. In-
deed, we have farther. The British
Premier proposed that all the permanent tax
es, only, of the Bmpire should be leyied in the
indirect form. But since 1813, we have seen
all the taxes of our genei
lected i that form—a  system which
the poor equally with the rich, 50 far, at
least, s they the consumers of dutia
ble goods.

A progressive scale of taxation upon cap*
ital had the sanction of the fathers of the
revolution, no only in several of the states,
hut by the natioval government also.
early as 1798 an act of Corgress was passed
under which houses were taxed as follows :
¥ valued st $10 uad ot more than 86002

510 10 6
. 3000410
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10.0006:.0
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This plan of gradusting taxes has the sanc-
tion of igh authority. The author of the
Wealth a(Nnuong (Adam Smith) says, It has
been abjected that a progressive scale of taxa-
tion, presents the disadvantage as operating as
& penalty to deter activity and frugality from
the accumulation of capital. But it must be
obvious that taxation of all kinds gubtracts a
portion only, and generally & very moderate
portion, of the addition made to thé fortune of
s individual ; o that every one has & much
stronger inducement to invite, than penalty to
deter accummulation. This doctrine is ex-
preasly approved by Mr. a French sathor
of acknowledged celebrity. He says, *for my
part I have no hesitation in going farther, and
saying, that taxation cannot be equitable un
less its ratio is progressive’ He illustrates by
suppossing & tax of ten per cent, for instance
* & family posseased of 300000 fr. per annum
would pay 30,000 fr in taxes, leaving & clear
residue of 270,000 fr. for family expenditure —
With such an expenditure the family could not
ouly live in_abundance, but could ‘still enjoy
a vast nuwber of gratifications by no means
essential to bappiness hereass another fam.

an income of 300 fr. reduced by taxa-
tion to 270 fr.'per anuum, would, with our pres
sent habits of life, and ways of thinking, be
ll\ulmi to the bare necessities of subsis-
tenc

TH1¥ trdo T ik Wrer boon the policy of the
Taws of this State to tax capital and not income,
and whether we adopt the principle of pro-
gressive taxation as upplwd to capital or not,
there are many reasons in favor of increasing
the tages upon capital in proportion (o the,pro
fits or reveaue derived fro

Bat any, one, who, at um time, shoald ven,
ture to propose such a progressive scale of
taxation upon capital would doubtless be
denounced 8s a_demagogue and a Jacobin.
Even those who, in the next Congress, shall
struggle ‘to maintain the present system of
ad valorem dutiesagainst the encroachments
of power and privilege, will have a hard
time of " it.

If this movement to release the duty on
wool had. also included & proposition to re:
lease the duty on cheap woolen cloth of
all kinds, say of the value of $2 50 or $3
per yard, it would have appeated less selfish.
It cannot be supposed. ttat so many millions
of consumers, scattered over the whole Conti*
nent, will consent to a perpetual tax for the
benefit of a few bundreds, or at most & few
thousands of capitalista upon the sea board of

If a high protective tariff A'rom 1816 to
1846, period of thirty years, failed to build
up and establish woolen manufacturers in
this country, can we hope that the protec-
tion, bounty or boon now asked for will effect
that object, or that it will have any other
effect than to raise prices, as I have already
stated ?

Lot mesay that if the subject isagain
brought under discussion in coming elect
tions, the consamers will prove the most for*
midable party in the controversy. Agitation
will ot cease until protection is extended -to
those who need it—to the poor man—the la-
borer—the man without capital. Theseshould
have free trade in the necessaries of life—food,
cheap clothing and fuel. Discrimination
should be made between those articles which
the poor man must purchase and those he
may purchase, 50 as to leave him free to pur
chase the taxed article or not at his option.
So far, let me repeat, on the next agitation
of this question, the masses of the people
will have protection, even if procured by a
progressive scale of tazation upon capital.
A word to the wise, &c.

The introduction of a raw material, svool,
flaxseed, &c., entirely free of duty, must tend
still farther to concentrate the manufactur.
ing capital of the country upon the seaboard
of the Atlantic States, where seller and pur-
chaser meet and where exchanges are made.
The difference in the cost of transportation
between the raw material and the manufac
tured article would alore determine this ques
ion.

The efféct upon those manufacturing estab’
lishments which have been scattered over the
country, as well as upou the farmer and wool
grower, can be readily seen. Tbe former will
not be able to compete with- the large estab
lishments in the seaport towns where the raw
material from othar countries can always be
obtained to greater advantage ; and the far-
mer, being thrown into the market of the
world, must bring his wool, flaxseed, &c., to
the seaboard, where he will be met with the
some raw material from other countries.
Should lie ship raw material to a foreign port
and exchange it there for articles manufac.
turéd therefrom—wool for cloth—he would,
on his return be compelled to pay the daty of
thirty per cent—the protection still required
to be retained by the home manufacturer to
keep up prices in this country.

I have mentioned flaxseed or linseed in
counnexion with wool, because in regard to
this article we have already had some ex:
perience of the effect of admitting the raw
material free of duty, while a very heavy
duty was assessed upon the manufactured ar-
ticle. ~ Under the former *gloriofis whig
tarif?” of 1842, linseed oil paid a specific
duty of twentyfive cente' upon the gallon,
while the raw material, flaxseed, was admit-
ted under & mere nominal duty of five per
cent ad valorem. The farmers of the north:
ern states, as well as the purchasers and con
sumers of linseed oil everywhere, can an'
swer as to the effect of this discrimination.

From what has been said in this and my
former article, I conclude that it is not good
policy for our government to admit the raw
material of a foreign country free of duty, so
long as the duty on the articles manufactured
therefore is continued, because—

1st.—The effect of such duty is to raise the
price of such manufactured article, to the
great body of consumers in this country, and
thus imposes an indirect tax upon all who
purchase or use the manufactured articles to
the amount of the duty.

2d.—Because, in cases where the raw ma-
terial is provided in this country, it would
effct, injariously, all persons engaged in the
business of producing such raw material.

3d—Because the tendency of such a policy
would beto concentrate manufacturing cap-
italin a few cities and towns upon the sea
bmm] in the humm States, and thus affect
injar i establi in
the \nluxur mostly the result of individual
enterpris -, and which have been “ planted by
the side of the agriculturalist.”

In the view I have taken of this subject, I
have paid little regard to the arguments urged
by the public press, the Tribune, Journal of
Commerce and Evening Post. Those papers
seem to have looked at the question as one
concerning two classes only, the manufac-
turers and the farmersand the wool growers
of the country. I haveattempted to discuss it
a8 & question of taxation, and in that point of
view, as affecting every man,woman and child
residing within the jurisdiction and subject to
the laws of the United States. I consider
this not only a preliminary question, 'but_the
most imporiant question, and the one, in fact,
upon the decision of- which depends the whole
controversy.

In another paper I may review the argu-
ments of the public press upan this subject.
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The Duties on Wool and Woalens, The Plot
egins fo Thicken

Encoursged by the success ul the Nebraska
delusion, ‘a very earnest and powerful effort,’
the New York Tribune says, is to be made at
the ensuing session of Congress for the abolition
of all duties on imported raw materials, ot which
wool, it states, is the most important. ‘A very
earnest effort,’ it will be recollected, was made
at the last session of Congress, in which every
newspaper in this city joined. Even the Even=
ing Post was induced to abandon its position,
a3 a free trade paper, and become the advocate
of protection 80 far as to argue for the release of
all duty ‘on wool, while it is continued on
woolen cloth, thus making & discrimination of
thirty per cent in favor of a few manufacturers
of woolen cloths against the great body of wool
growers and consumers of woolen goods in thig
country. It is & plain proposition to levy
through the aid of the government, a tax, or
bounty of thirty per cent upon these consumers
or purchasers of woolen goods for the purpose
of re-establishing the manufacture of bread
cloth, because such manufacture, it is said, has
ceased to be a profitable business in this coun-
try.

An act of Congress, for the passage of which
the newspapers are now making such power~
fal efforts, would probably be worth from five
to ten millions of d6llars to the confederates en-
gaged in this larcenous enterprise. They can
afford, therefore, to pay liberally to that great
engine for good or tor evil—the public press—
forits influence, and to all who may render
assistance.

The government of this country was institut-
ed for the benefit of the governed— for all. It
was not intended that, under soy system of
taxation, any one man or any set of men should
be benefited more than an Much bas
been said, in times past, about incidental pro-
tection under & revenue tariff. It can be easily
shown that sgriculture has received little or
no advantage by way of incidental protection
1t has, on the contrary, been often robbed for
the benefit of manufacturers. In discrimina-
tions for the ‘protection of American industry,
a wealthy class of capitalists, very limited in
number, has monopolised the whole of the inci-
dental protection, and been exclusively benefit-
ed by it, while other and most numerous classes
and interests have languished and suffered
thereby. Incidental protection is texation of
labor for the benefit of capital.

The main object of all legislation on the part
of Congress, upon the subjeet of the tariff,
should be the collection of revenue. But the
principal argument used by newspapers now en-
gaged in this ¢ earnest and powerful effort,’ goes
to show that the main object they have in view
is protection and not revenue.

The daty on both wool and cloth is now thir-
ty per cent. It has been stated that the whole
amount of wool raised in the country for the
last year was sixty millions of pounds, or about
ene third the amount required to manufacture
all the cloth needed in this country. The man-
ufactarers now ask to import, free of daty, the
other two thirds—say one hundred and twenty
millions of pounds, and say that it can make no
difference to the farmer whether this amount
is imported in wool or cloth, as he fails to sup=
ply the requisite amount of wool. Now it
evident that if the manufacturers perform what
is here assumed, i.e., import the 120,000,000
pounds of foreign wool and supply the home
market with cloth, the government will lose
the present duty on both wool and cloth. If,
on the other hand, they do not supply the coun~
try with cloth from foreign wool, to the exclu-
sion of foreign fabrics, then the duty of thirty
per cent on cloth remains as a protection merely
a3 against foreign competition, and is precisely
the same thing to them as if an additional du-
ty of thirty per cent was added to the present
duty on cloth, making the daty sixty per cent,
leaving the present duty o cloth as it now is.

I think few will deny that thereal design is
protection, for the purposs of raising the prices
to be paid by American consumers, and that it
is by no means expected or intended by the
American manufacturer to supply tbe country
with woolen cloths: It is, then, simply an at-
tempt to obtain money under false pretences
Is the country prepared to discard the preseny
revenue tariff and return to the old system of
¢ protection for the sake of protection P—or, in
other words, to grant new licenses toa few
capitalists, mostly Massachuestts whigs and
abolitionists, to commit further larcenies accor-
ding to law

This is not a question between the manufac-
tarers and the farmers and wool growers mere-
Iy, s the Journal of Commerce and Evening
Post would seem to suppose. While the wool
growers would suffer greatly by the proposed
change, yet the great question i¥ between the
very small number of manufacturers to be bene~
fited and the large number of consumers of
woolen goods to be injured, and constituting
the great mass of the people in every State in
the Union.

To those, and especialty those in all the
Southern and Western states and on the Pacific
coast, it is a matter ot little consequence
whether the woolens they need ate manufac-
tared on one side or the other of the At-
lantic. The consumer, It is true, may have
no objection to °transfer the scene of this
manufacture to our country,’ if he can be cons
vinced that he is not chargeable with the exs
penses of the transfer- But when it is seen that
the thirty per cent duty is merely a bonus to
the manufacturer to enable him to raise the
price of woolens, both foreign and domestic, the
consumer will not be apt to sit quietly uader
the imposition of such & tax.

It is remarkable that the advocates of pro-
tection never discuss the subject in its relation
to taxation—never enquire who pay ? or wheth-
er there is any equality or justice in the dis.
tribution of the burthens of taxation. I invite
an examination of the subject in this point of
view, and will, on _this occasion, close by no-
ticing an article in the Tribune of the 5th
instant, which contains the following res
mark ‘—

“ Those who remember Silas Wright's dishon-
est and tricky partisan speech at Watertown,
during the canvass of 1844, will reeollect how
adroitly and anxiously he labored to convince
the farmers that the tariff of 42 was calculated
to aggrandize the wWoolen manufacturers at the
cost of the wool growers—the fact that coarse
wool was admitted by it at a nominal duty be-
ing emphasized, while the eorresponding low
duty on the coarsest wooleos was slurred
over.”

¢Dighonest and tricky I’ Those terms were
never applied to Mr. Wright in bis lifetime.
His candor, honesty and fairness as a public
man were never questioned. It was attested to
by many of his political opponents, of high
standing, the late Jobn C. Spencer; Daniel
Webater, and others, whe for & long course of
years, were accustomed to measure, not swords,
but intellects with him in the Senate. No jack-
ass dared lift his heels against the dead lion
very soon afier his death. This bray of the
beast, 50 repulsive to every honest ear, is di~
rected against the memory of Mr. Wright many
yours after his death, It is mean, urmanly sod

is

| effort in the Hou

tarers

of Representatives, on the
Tth of March, 1828, in which he exposed the
cky attempt of the masufac
to* aggrandise’ Ires at the ex
pense of the wool growers sod consumers. The

dishonest and
them

debate was on the woolen bill, more whtully
* bill of sbominations.’

‘he chairman of the Committee | 3
to |

provisions aund to insert a clause authorizing |

wool costing less than eight cents & pound at |
f

Mr.
on Manafecturers, moved

Mallory
strike out certain

the place whence exported to come io free o
du tion was resisted by Mr. Wright

in one of the ablest speeches ever delivered in

aty. This m

the House of Representatives
testimony t

question under

embodied most ot the
Committee upon the debate.

This n 1832,
and reenacted in 1842, limitiog the velue in the
instead of eight cents per

clause, however, was enacted

Jatter act to seven
pound.
The large importations of wool under this
schievous provision caused universal discon-
tent among the wool growers of the country. It
came in mixed with dirt and other impurities,
¢ when cleansed and assorted, almost every
description of cloth was made of it, from the
coarsest (o the finest. The amount of wool im-
ported under this provision, and called coarse
wool, it was estimated at one time, smounted,
annually, to nearly or quite one half of all the
wool raised in all the States and territories.
The  manufacturers supplied themselves, to a
great extent, with the cheap foreign wools—the
product of the ‘pauper labor’ of other coun-
il

The low duty on the cosrsestof woolens
was slurred over,’ says the Tribune. If the fact
were 50, it is clear that no article, coarse or fine,
manufactured from wool, was. by the act of
%42, admitted free of duty. What does the
Tribune mean by the ‘ coarsest of woolens
By the act of '42 all manufactures of wool paid
& duty of 40 per cent, except carpets, flannels,
bockings and baizes, blankets, worsted staff
goods, ready clothing, hosiery
gloves; caps and bindings-

Carpets paid & specific daty of 30, 55, and
65 cents upon the sqiare yard, according to

e description of the fabric. Flaunels, back-
ings, and biiges paid a specific duty of 14 cents
upon the square yard, without regard to quali-
ty. Blankets, the value of which at the place
whence imported did not exceed 75 cents each,
and of the dimensions not exceeding 72 by 52
inches each, norless than 45 by 60 inches each,
paid a duty of 15 per cent. ad valorem—on oth-
ers 25 per cent. Worsted goods 40 per cent
Ready made clothing 49 to 50 per cent. Mitts,
hosiery, gloves, caps and bindings, &e., 30 per
cent.  Where are the coarse woolens with the
low daty which Mr. Wright slurred over? I
do not believe that he slurred sver the coarse
flannels, bockings aud baizes used mostly by
the poor. On the contrary,I think it quite
probable that he told his audience that under

made mits,

this provision the poor man or the poor woman
who purchased flannel worth ffty cents the
square yard'paid into the Treasury of the Uni~
ted States the same amount as the gentleman
or lady of wealth and fashion who, at the same
time parchased an artiele of fine quality and
worth three times the value of the coarse arti-

It is quite probable that he exposed the
“ disbonest and tricky” policy of those who
enacted, or procured to be enacted, this  glo-
rious whig tarift act of 42’ It is probable
also, that he said something about the “ doc-
trine of minimums”—that refinement of villaiuy
for taxing labor found 1 this act of ’42. But
enough has been said to repel this vile slander
of the illustrious dead.

The Tribune has ever been the consistent ad-
vocate of commercial restrictions, of monopo-
lies and indirect taxation. It has succeeded,
and may sgain succeed in sending the tax
gatherer to cllect au equal amount from the
cottage of the poor man as from the palace of

sosed ia piling
the heavy burthens of our pational government
upon the  bent and callous shoulders of labor”
—upon the wages and earnings of labor in the
first instance, for the benefit of capital and the
profits thereof. Whether it will succeed in re-
storing the tariff act of 1842, along with the
Missouri Compromise, remains to be seen.
Doubtless, if the latter is restored, the other
will be also.

the rich man Tt may again

GENESER.

——————
& ProoraMuzE —Mr.
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