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Praposuls for forming three companies to continue the roud from
Letler from Mr. F

Puget Sound.

Lake Superior to
the subject.

Vletcher of Kalorama on

Dear Sini—

1 desire (o call your astention and request
your assistane to the formation of three o
panies to continue the Northern Pacific. Rail-
Yond to its ultimate terminus at Puget Sound
Companies are already chartered and donations
of Iand made to the Western boundary of Min-
nesota. 1 suggest the propricty of forming a
company to be called the MinxEesora axp De-

aiL Roap Comean, to continue the
Toud through the new territory of Decota, a
distance of about three hundred miles, and ob-
tain & charter from the Territorial Legislature
avits Next session.

I suggest that a second company be formed
at the same time and of the same persons, to
be called the Decora axp NEsRaska R. R.
Co., ta continue the road to the Western boun-
dary of Nebraska, a distance of 700 miles.

And a third company to be called the N
sraskA AND OkoxaGox R. R. Co., to continue
the road to the Okonagon river and thence to
Puget Sound ; a distance of £00 miles. Each
of these three companies to make application
1o the Legislature of the respective Territorie:
for a charter at. their next session; and then
apply to Congress for such grants of Land as
1n it wisdom may seem meet

The course of trade from the Atlantic cities,
and from England seems (o be centering near
the head waters of Lake Superior.

The advent of the great steam boat called
the Great Eastern, if successful, will be a new
era in steam navigation.

Connected with this, as an event, is the pres-
ent war with China, which will undoubtedly
result in opeming the city of Pekin to the comi-
merce of Europe and America. Should the
experiment of the Great Eastern be successful
In navigating the Atlantic, it is probable that
another boat called the Great Western will be
built to navigate the North Pacific fiom Puget
to Pekin.

It is not unreasonable to suppose, in view of
what improvements have taken place, that a
great alteration may be made in_the present
fashion of the cars. may in fature be
built more in the form of & ship, with a_wheel
of twice the present diameter placed on a track
12 feet wide ;—the freight in the hold, apart-

ments for cabin and steerage passengers, and |

ar to be propelled by a separate engine.
eeping apartments

each
Such a car would allow
and dining saloons.
With the improvements now being made and
which will be made hereafter in the mode of
travel, the distance may be performed by this
route from London to Pekin in. thirty “days
‘This then will be the great route of commerce
hetween Europe and Asia. In view of these
things [ call upon you to assist me to organ-
ise these three companies, that the work may
apeedily commenced for opening thie route.
m nne of those who have been advocating
» tond to the Pacific for twenty years ; and I
now call upon all those ‘who have been labor-
Jz for this same purpose to unite with me in
“neming these companies. Col, Benton, I be-

lieve, was among the first o unite in favor of
opening a route for commerce from the head
waters of the Missourt to- the head waters of
the Oregon. I recollect reading a pamphlet on
that subject from his pen, written more than
| thirty years ago.
| Those who have labored early in the mor-
| ning and through the heas of the noon day surs
| showld noy unite in association to complete
| the g
for separately. Prominent, nextto Col
ton, was and is Senator Douglas of Lllinois ;.
then Mr Whitney who first boldly projected u.
| rail rond from the lakes to ghe Pacific. Ex-
| Senator Breese also of Lllind was among the
first who proposed the grant§ of alternate sec-
tions of land to promote this object. This has
now becorne a government measure and is the
| only hope the friends of the road have for gov-
| ernment assistance. ~ The records of the coun-
| try show many more worthy names, who have
| stood prominently forward in urging the com-
| oletion of a road (o the Pacific, many of whom
| have since departed this life, among. them the
| two Senators from Massachuseus, Webster
| and John Davis, and the Senators from South
Carolina, Calhoun and Butler; and among
private individuals not a few were called to
| their last necounts, before the work for which
| they labored was begun.
Let us then who remain organise these com-
| panies, choose Col. Berton to preside over
them, and Gov. Stevens for one of the active
managers ; and George Peabody for the finan-
cial agent, and then with the assistance of the
friends. of the road as stockholders, and the
2id to be expected from Congress, we may
reasonably expect success

“The Decota Company will require a capital
of ten million dollars.” This ,with nd
grants will be sufficient to make the Toad. It
fay be begun immediately and finished to the
Missouri river at the same| tme |that the

roads through Iowa are finished.

| “The Okonagon Company will require a cap=
| ital of twenty million deliass to commenceup-
on, and will begin their road at the best port
on’ Puget Sound, and work eastward, with
such diligence as they may. The Nebraska
Company, being the central portion, will not
be able o do much but organize and survey
their road preparatory for their grants of land,
and then erect station houses a suitable dis~
tances and arrange for & wagon road in sum-
mer, and sleighs in winter, that there'may be
an immediate connexion on this route before
the rail is finished.

“The surveys have demonstrated the North-
ern route is the best route for commerce and
also that there are more good lands on this
route and more mineral wealth.

Enough ftas beew said and written on this
subject ; the time of action has now arrived.
| You will please to inform me as soon as

convenient whether you will be one of the as-
lfmcl.\t?s to assist in_ organising one or all of
these companies. Address to
CHARLES FOSDIC FLETCHER,
ALORAMA,
Washington, D. C.
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