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341i CoNGRESS, g SENATE. Rep. Com.
No. 198.

]:/ Session.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATE:

Juxe 30, 1856.—Ordered to be printed.

Motion by Mr. Joxzs, of Mennessee, to print 10,000 additional copies roferred to tho Com-
mittee on Printing.

Mr. Dovaras made the following

REPORT.
[To accompany Bill 8. 356.]

The Committee on Territories, to which was recommitted ““a bill to au-
thorize the people af the Territory of Kansas to form a constitution and.
State g e paratory to their admission into the
they have the 1cqzlmia population;”’ and fo which was referred “a
bill to restore order and peace in Kansas ;’ 4 ““a bill supplemen—
tary to ‘an act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,”
and to e ovide for the faithful ewecution of the said act i
tory of Aansas according to the true intent and meaning thereof
and an “ amendiment proposed by Mr. Seward, to the bill (S. 172,)
“to authorize the people of the Territory of Kanscs to Jorm a constitu-
tion, and. State government, preparatory to their ission into the
Union, when Hw/ have the requisite populati ’ and ““an amend-
men! p’/opasc(l I/y Mr Toombs as a substitule for the last named bill,
[
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2 TERRITORY OF KANSAS.

organized in 1854 under the authority of the same act of Con
with equal rights, privileges, and immunities, and with the
guards and guarantees for the quiet enjoyment of the 1
out molestation by foreign interference or domestic violence.

In Nebraska the inhabitants have enjoyed all the blessings which
it is possible for a law-abiding people to derive from the faithful ad-
ministration of a wise and just government. Life, liberty, and pro-
perty have been held sacred, the clective franchise has been preserved
inviolate, and all the rights of the citizen have been protected against
fraud or violence by laws of his own making. These are the Legiti
mate fruits of the principle, the practical results of fidelity to the pro-
visions of the Nebraska organic as There was no foreign interference
with their domestic affairs, no fraudulent attempt to control the elec-
tions by non-resident vofers. Emigrant aid societies, with their
affiliated associations and enormous capital, did not extend their ope-
rations to Nebraska, and hence there were no counter schemes formed
to control the olections and force institutions upon the Territory
regardless of the rights and wishes of the bona fide inhabitants. The
principle of the organic law, the right of the people to manage their
internal affairs and control their domestic concerns in obedience to the
Federal Constitution, was permitted to have fair play, and work out
its natural and legitimate results. Hence peace, security, and pro-
gress, in all the elements of prosperity in this Territory, have vindi-
cated the wisdom and policy of the Nebraska act,

Fortunate would it have been for the peace and harmony of the
republic, and still more fortunate for the unhappy people of Kansas,
had they been permitted, in the undisturbed enjoyment of their ac-
knowledged rights, to derive similar blessings from the same organic
law. Your committee can perceive no reason why the same causes
would not have produced like results in Kansas but for the misguided
efforts of non-residents of the Territory, citizens of the different States,

TERRITORY OF KANSAS. 7

resolutions were of a nature which necessarily precluded the co-opera-
tion of every man who felt it his duty to yield obediende to the laws
and constituted authorities of the Territory under the organic act.
Hence it was strictly a partizan movement—a movement of the law-
resisting party in opposition to the law-abiding party. It was not a
question between those who approved and those who disapproved the
laws of the Kansas legislature ; for many good citizens preferred obe-
dience 0 a code of laws, a portion of which they did not approve, so
as they were held to be constitutional by the courts and remained
upon the statute book, as a less evil than armed resistance and lawless
violence. Thus it was a partizan movement—an organization of the
law-resisting party against the biding party ; and the most that
be claimed for if is, that it received the sanction of a decided ma-
( its own party
e question now arises, whether a_constitution, made by a politi-
cal party, without the authority of law, and under circumstances
hich afford no safeguards against fraud, and no guarantees of fu

, and raises no presumptions that it embodies the wishes and senti-
ments of a majority of the inhabitants, shall be forced, by an act of
Congress, upon a whole people as their fundamental law, unalterable
for nine years, /
In the opinion of your committee, whenever a constitution shall be
formed in any Territory, preparatory fo its admission into the Union
as a State, Justice, the genius of our institutions, the whole theory of
our republican system, imperatively demand that the voice of the
people shall be fairly expressed, and their will embodied in that fun-
damental law, without fraud or violence; or intimidation, or any other
improper or unlawful influence, and subject to no other restrictions

than those imposed by the Constitution of the United States.
— Tt is truo that cach party cleimed, at the time the Topeka constitution was formed, Tid.
noyw claims, to have a large majority of the legal voters in Kansas, in opposition to the pre-
tensions of the opposite party. Each party has always professed a willingness to test and doz




8 TERRITORY OF Ké{\'SAS.

The olection of delegates to a convention to form a_ constitution is to take place in the

nth of November next, on the day of the presidential election, and no person is to be per

mitted to vote whose name does not appear on said corrected lists. Those who are entitled

aid Tists as legal voters, and who will have the right to vote,

£ the United States, (including all persons who shall have taken

the preliminary oath to become citizons in compliance with tho naturalization luivs of the

United States,) over twenty-one years of age, and who were bona fide inhabitants of tho Ter-

ritory on the 4th day 5, 1856, and shall have been actual residents of the county three

fmonihs next preceding the day of election. . No other qualifications or tests are required for
a vote:

o delegates are to assemble inf convention at the seat of government of the Territory on
the first day of Decomber, and then to decide, first, whether it bo expedient or not for Kansas
1o come into the Union at that time, and if deemed expedient, to proceed to form a con-

d S

stitation e govornment, which shall be republican in form, proparatory to admission
The

into the Union on n equal footing with the original States in all respects whatever
board of commissioners, it is supposed, will be composed of men of the highest character for
integrity and impartiality, and divided as nearly equal as may be between the great political

parties of the country, with a view not only of ensuring entire fairmess, but also of furnishing
Satisfactory ovidence to the whole country that everything will be fairly and impartially done,

There a0 many other provisions in the bill, mostly matters of detail, but well devised and
adapted to carrying ot the main design. ~Among these is a bill of rights, copied from the
Corstitution of the United States and the amendments to that instrument, declaring that
o religious test shall ever be required us a qualification to any office or public trust:
that no Taw shall b in force or enforced in said Territory ¢ abridging the freedom of speech

‘o xight of the people to assemble and to petition government for
and that ¢ the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not
be infringed,” &e., &e.

Your sommittes will not weary the Senate with o summary of all the provisions and de-
tails of the proposition of the senator from Georgia in its revised form.
well adapted to the object, and, if it becomes the law of the, land, that it
and fmpartial decision of the questions at issue in Kansas, in accordance v
the bona fide inhabitants of the Territory, without fraud, violence, or any other improper or
unlawful influence.

The point upon iwhich your committee have entertained the most serious and grave doubts
in regard o the propriety of endorsing this proposition relates to the fact that, in the absence
of any census of the inhubitants, there s reason to apprehend that the Torritory does not
contain sufficient population to entitle them to demand admission under the treaty with
Toanse, if we take the ratio of representation for a member of Congross us the rule. If)
however, we are to regard this as the competing or antagonizing measure to the proposition
of the scnator from New York, (and we are inclined to the opinion that such is tho view of
the Senatey) your commiltee can have no hesitation in recommending its adoption,  Nearly
a whole year has elapsed since the initiatory steps were taken for the election of delegates
and the holding the convention for the formation of tho Topeka constitation. Nearly &

G o d into that Territory. an cnigrl aralleled in extent
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REPUBLICAN AND DEMOC
J i\ hIULRA
WEST CHESTER, PA.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1857
THI SPEECH OF SENATOR DOUGLAS.
Bo great and wido spread has been the interest
‘manifested in the speech of Senator Douglas recent.
Jy delivered in the Senate of the United Statos on
the failure of the Lecompton Constitutional Con
vention to subiit the proposed fundumental luw of
Kansas to the people of that territory, that we give
it ontire in our issn of to-day. No.one after rending
these conclorive remarks will wonder that ‘\'cn'\lu:
Mason of Virgiaia, when ke unsiccenefully arose in
his place ta correet what he thought o be a fallacy
in the anguiniat; sald, % there widt be'a jenieral ad;
miadion Vit Mr. Donglas's speech. vid ane of great
atrength and great Although there is a
marked and radieal difference of views between the
Thlinols Senstor, and the conclusions arrived atb
the \V’l\!“h]u”' 0 his annual Message when treating
on Kausas & fairs, #till the tone and tomper of the
speech walkes if quite apparent to our mind that it
was rather painful thav otherwise that thers thould
Do any necossity for a differenco of opinion batweey
guished Chief Magis.

tho. soupiry’. 0% all ather folate ¢ Mx

an’s able mossago thero  is a cordinl, entira

.fmu unqualiiod ap . Mr. Douglas is pro-
use, and evidently sincere, in encomiums of res-
peot and venoration for tho President and bia
views, but is forced to look at the question from
tho stand point erected by himself as the author
of the organic law of the tercitory. Tho epeech
bodies o eonclusively our individual opin®

ly expressed, and founded, not only o

outo 0 ods BN g s i
struct m.i of the President to Gov. Walker, and

also Gov. Walker's repeatod pledges to the people

S s,k v sl v iy
¢ aequicscence to Mr. Douglas” vi
and entirely pnans
that wo lay eforo ou ‘hejn
day. Lt if be read without prej
3£ practically pat in operation
makothe demoeratic party invineible. Tho party is
Dledged, fairly and honorably to carry out;tho princi’
Dles snunciated by Mr. Douglas, and we cannot os]
cape from thewm if we desired to 0,50 which wo donot’
he Qistrict of Chester and Delawaro county is now
domoeratic, exactly on the platform 1xid down by
the Senator from Illinoie. Wo can only koep it £0
by falfilling that platform to tho letter. We yield
to noon in_our tion and high Tespect for
Mr. Buchanan.  His position is honestly taken and
ith the viow and purpose as we firmly believe
£ calming oxcitment on the Kanses troubles, but
with the utmost defferorica e suggost that in th
particulac ho hus mado o mistake which 18 nov’ ap-
parent, and no falso prido of opinion will, we_are
porsusdod, induce him to adbers to the ercor if ho
‘recognizes it. We
the whole constitution sh
people of Kansas, and when Mr.
aasociates violently set at defiance their solemnly
Dlighted vows to the democracy that tho whole con.
stitution ofthe future Stato should be
fairly submitted to the peoploof the distracted terri-
tory for their rejection or approval, then hey havo
o right to complain if tho democratic members
of Congress should repudiate an instrament which
comes bofore them scarrod and disfigured by thoso
broken promises. The democracy from Maine to
{he farthest verge of Texas, is pledged to the prin-
ciple, that the peoplo of a territory liko those of &
stato shall form and fashion their own. justitutions
in their own way, without let or hindrance from
any quarter save thy constitation of out common
country. If the paoplo of Kansas desiro slavery
and every - other - domestic; institution. embodied
in_ ths' Lecompton constitution, they must have
them. W bave signed the bond, and cannot with-
out dishonor escape from its obligations. Butwe
must demand, imperatively demand, that there shall
o mo obstruction to the free expression of the
voiee f the people on every question affecting thei®
honor, their prosperjty o their bappiness. To inter”
fero in any way by which this potential voice shall
Do silenced, will be a monstrous {yranuy, contain_
ng all the seeds from which germinate rightful re.
olution, et the peoplo be heard fally, fairly, free-
Jy at !the ballot-bos, and then Kansns will arise
from her sackeloth and ashes, her bitter envyings
and vindiditve strifes, and ‘come and sit down i
the glorious constellation of Ropublican States, and
recoivo a hearty and united welcome from the
North, the South, the East and the West.




=Mho subso
ommunication w hmmu oftho most extent
ooiusaes 1 he United Stuis, ors or
t Chester, a

carofully solectod_stock of building
Lware, Table, and Pocket Catlery. A good and
plote _assortmmt Tools and

Fing Utensil, s i w
i s advance on man T

ot Chester, July 24 tf.
GUSEAND SIGN PAINTING ESTABLISH-
MENT T o subseribor rospectfuly anmoun
o tho cit f West Chester and vi

5 ;m ared to undertake all kinds of HOUSH
b KTEN PATNTING AND GLAZING, and 50

, Sign Writi
s Mbop e altoatodat, No. 28 o

ot, (ovor the store of Mr, Hickman James.)
i WILLIAM McCONNELL.

! 0W SHADES AND FIXTU
R aton o el the attontion of tho
lictobin argo and elegant assortment of WIN
SHADES, which he s prepared to sell vory
IN FIXTURES, of the mo
roved styles.
Y ‘{gwo ‘my porsonal attention to HANG:
s S when required
st ilht FAMUEL.BAKEE,
.20 day Sreet comer of High,
[West u.esm- April 25-tF

JRE WHITE LEAD & ZINO PAINT, o.
)‘Wuﬂmrﬂl & Brothers” Pure White Load, Snow
hite Paint,Chroma green dry and g!rm’mrl in
1, Uhmme Yellow, Yellow Ochre, rvp.n)v Brow
i R, Silvrs Jtingral ¥iro Phoof Dant. T

ed 0il, Turpentine,
TS e e e
Paint, and for mle at the lowest Cash pri.
i D & FAIRLAMB,

RUGS AND HARDWARE:
frosh supply of Medicines, Drvl;:<,1mn£~ G 1-
sh, W indow Glass, Glassware,Dye Woods!
c., &o. ALSO, HARDWARE, w{\slstmguf%{
e stook of Building Hardwraro Tools and
ancy Goods, Ploughe and Plough Castings, Tron,
lacksmith Tools, Chain Pumps and cas
t(drflcu:rﬂb,nnm 5 &o. . JOHN MARSHALL.
West Chester, “April 8-tF

GS.—Th eVuhathur offers for sale at hi,
1 “ll;:epn High Street, opposite ehe Court House
Iarge and carefully swh.cm stock of Fresh D)ru‘g,
id Medicines ; a beautiful collection of Perfu-
ory, and fancy umms; ‘mineral:p ints munmdn
il irom on to six pound cans. Vhito Lead,
nd all the varieties tlf Zine Pa nlﬁ. from Snow
7hito to Dark Brown. Linseed, Lard, and Sperm.
Fluid, Camphine, Turpentine, and an Hxtra
article of Vurm;h ; also a large stock of Win-
eture GHlass.
ntion to business Thopo to

favor mo with_thei:
nd price, all who favor ‘"\ RROOME

‘ {A\ ING TAKI"\Y THE .STOllI‘ furmﬂrly
cupied by Jarenuis & Brovur, and having

d a large and curefully selected stock of
bR uas AND MEDICINES, the subscriber is pro-

is constantly srdiing,
RUGS, MEDICINES
r}muu ATIONS ; using none
estin the compuundmgofl’restn]mans,
10 Physician oan rly upon thoso ho ordors pro-
o desired effect.

ifuge and Sanative

orry Poctoral, Robert’s Embroca-

jon, Hunt's, Dewsss,’ Clarks and Scott's Lina.

uent, Ho lm 2t largo and fine assortment
B PI‘RFUMEKY FAN

Dils, Pomades, Bears Oils, Colognes, Extracts, Tooth

indToliet Dowdors, Hate, Tosth e Nail Brash-

Lead Ponoils, wm,s Sealing

groat maricty of importad nd Domastio SE-
;A0 ACCO, Segar Cases, Tobaceo Boxos,

[\ ARE, selling at cost, to close the Hardware bus.

By constant and personal attention to busina
e hopes to secure a_continuance of the e e
or. Mommm 1\ JREF
V. Ghureh Atwt
Wost Chester, May 16.65

B WILLIAMS ANTI.LYSPRPTIC ELIX.
IR, after 18 years’ use in private practi
i fidence in its efficacy, offered to
e publicZfor tho positive cure reof all disosos aris-
ng from Dysrersi, suc

of Appetite,

Vasting of the Strength, Flatalence, with fr¢quen}
solehing of Wind, Vitiated Taste, Constipation and
jneasiness of the Bowols, Bilious Vo
g Sensation attho Pit of the Stomach, Liver Gom.
laint, Oppression after Eating, Palpitation of the
[Heart Pain in the Pit of the Stomach or towards
tio Right Sido, Sallowness of Comploxion, Depros.
ion of Spirits and Trritability of Temper, &e. Fo
nfanta who throw off their food from tho stomach,

drops in yater will cure the most obstinate case,

ATTESTATION.

We, having used WitLiaus’ Axrr.Dyseeerio
JuxIR With the most perfect satisfuction and suo.
oss, take great pleasure in recommending it to al]

rions sulleting with Dyspopsin as ws aro fully
onvinced of its most estimablo qualitics in restor.
tho digestive powers, romoving all pain and un.
siness, nd Taparling s healthy tone to the sto-

.lonnk Penrose, 34 South Wharves, Philadol-

‘asper Morris, Tacony; libone, Pros.

dou o tho Dnk of Pennsylvania; Abner Elmes,

brarkot stroot, below Sixth ; Bdward i1, Rol, ley, 14

orth Wharves ; Mml.\nel Dunn, Superintendent of
erohants’ Exchan,
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