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Jupew DovetAs Axp TRE RervmuroAxs,=One of
tho most remarkable faots {n the history of American
polities, fu the relation existing at this moment be-
tween Senator Douglas and the Republican'party. OF
all the statesmen who have been prominent. ctors in
the political affairs of this country within the last six
years, that gentleman has beon most the siibject of the
animadversion, the anathemas, and the bittor denunci-
ations of the Republicans. His political acts have
been assailed, his motives impugned, his privato characs
ter traduced, he has been personally maltreated, burn.
ed in effigy,—in short, the whols concentrated malig.
nity of that malignant party has been discharged
against him. In New England, during the campaign
of 1836, it is doubtful whether Mr, Douglas could have |
traveled in a railway car, rested at & hotel, or ad”
dressed a public mesting, without being subjected to
personal indignities and insuit.

All this opposition to Mr. Douglas grew out of his
connection with the Kansas bill, and his bold, manly,
and effective support of the principle of popular sover..
eiguty. ~ For this he was denounced by the Press and
the Pulpit, in public and in private, asa friend of sla-
very, a promoter of wrong and oppression; an infa-
mous, degraded, political fiend and devil incarnate,
whom to support or countenance, was rank impiety
and gross moral delinquency; whose association was
damaging to men of character and respectability, and
whose whole career merited the universal condemna-
tion of mankind.

We do not state the case too strongly; for we clearly
remember the coarseness and brutality with which
Judge Douglas was assailed, and the displeasure which
some of our own readers manifested, on account of the
defonce which we felt it our duty to interpose in his be-
half, and in support of the national principles for whic
he was so successfully laboring. We believed Lim
right in principle and honest in purpose, and in accor
dance with our uniform course of sustaining what we
deem to be right, by whatever party initiated and de-
veloped, we accorded to the measures for which he was
contending, an earnest advocacy.

What do we now witness? Time works wonders in
political as in all human affairs, and at this moment
Judge Douglas, instead of being borne down by the
maledictions of his former enewnies and traducers, has
already become their idol, and, shall we venture to say
1t their political leader. Differences have arisen bo-
‘tween him and the Administration, on the ve
upon which he was 50 long a gallant leader, a
which he was the most prominent defender. It is not
our purpose in this article to discuss the occasion of
theso differences, o to repeat the reasons which we
have heretofore presented, for our disapproval of the
course which Mr, Douglas has thought proper to adopt
on the Kansas question. We accept the present pos-
ture of affairs as It exists, for the purpose ef presenting
the remarkable course of the Republican leaders, and
of commenting briefly upon the relations at present e
isting between them ‘and the object of their former
nunciations.

Judge Douglas avers that he has not changed & sin-

fota in his political principles; that his views on
the Kansas question are the same which beleld when
he introduced the Nebraska Bill into Congress and has
constantly maintained and elaborated in his Senatorial
and political speechos; that the differences betseen bim
and the Administration grow out of his more porfect
and complete devotion to the principles of that measure,
for which he was o' violently traduced from 1852 to
1857 by the swholo (so called) Republican party. In
other words, he s the victim, along with Walker, Stan-
ton, Forney, and a few others, of an abandonment by
the President and the bulk of the Democratic Senators
and Representatives in Congress, of the clear, well de-
fined and democratic docurine of popular sovereignty.

The Republicans also claim the merit of consisten
and of devotion to the same principles which have
animated them throughout the great struggle of the
past six years. They too, labor in the same cause, for
the same object, with the same _disinterested devotion
to freedom and human rights which has. characterised
their political action during the pendency of the sla-
very question, They have abandoned no vital ques-
tion, yielded no important point, nor abated one jot or
tittle of their zeal in behalt of the great cause which
has 5o enlisted their sympathies and controlled their
action in former years.

But, strange coincidence! the Republicans. and Mr,
Douglas now act together, vote together, conspire toge-
ther, against the success of the leading measures of a
Democratic Administration. In the Senate, Seward,
Collamer, Hale, and every other Republican Senator,
agree with Douglas, and he with them, on the Kansas
question. In the House, the same happy accord e
ists betwaen the friends of Mr. Douglas and the Re
publicans. We do not say that the former has turned
Republican, or that the latter have become Democrat
but the fact is before us, and the coincidence is sur-
prising.

Various reasons have been assigned for the course
which Senator Douglas has seen fit to pursue within
the last few months. Differing as we have felt com-
pelled to do, from his views, and disapproving as we
consequently must, his official action, we bave been
slow to impute o him improper motives, or to believe
that he meditated the formation of new political rela-
tions.  Wehave believed him sincers in his professions
of devotion to the Union, and hia condemnation of the
Sectionalism of the party opposed tohim heretofore,
We are not now prepared fo_withdraw from him that
uegree of confidence in his patriotism and political

integrity. Butthe facts to which we have alluded,
are matters of record, and will soon become matters of
bistory; and in common with thousands of others who
have been his friends, we are led to inquire where is
this toend?  Tf Mr. Douglas has converted the wholp
Republican party, and turned them from the error of
their ways, itis the most remarkable achievement
within our knowledge. If on the contrary he has
been ensnared by the artifices of the enemy of sound
national principles, and led captive to the camp of
Republicanism, it will be written down®as a deplora-
ble and unusual instance of politieal frailty and
suicide.

We do not place reliance upon the rumors of & new
political com pact between the Republican leaders and
Senator Douglas. Republicanism (black) has had

v, and we are perfectly aware that the leaders of
that party are casting about for new issues and new
pol\uu\l ullm.m, upon “which Yo conduct the next
Presidential Campaign. Senator Seward, if not correct
in gaying “the battle is over,” is at lesst sagacious in
thus early cutting loose from the dead issuss of the
past, and we may anticipate in the next twelve month
soma singular and quite new_developements in. polit
cal tactics.~ But we hope and believe that the rumor-
ed alliance between Mr. Douglas and his former f
by which Seward, Weed, McLean, and the head and
front of the old Republican organization, are to strike
hands with Douglas, and with him enter the field
against the national men of the country, is unfounded,

Mr. Douglas owes it to himself, to the
party, to the country,
sistency, to repudiate the leeches who
upon hini,—to shake off, as he would aviper, those
whose friendship must inevitably lead him topolitical
ruin.
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