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OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR, Fus.

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uniled States in Congréss assembled:

The undersigned; Regents of the University of Michigan, beg leave to lay before your Honorable Body the fol-

lowing Memorial :
That the University of Michigan was endowed by a grant of seventy-bwo sections, or forty-six thousand and eighty

actes, of public land, made by Congress originally to the Tetritory of Michigan, and afterwards conveyed to the Stéte
of Michigan, by the terms of the Ordinance which admitted Michigan into the Union; and that the Liegislature of
Michigan; of 1853, ifi order to secure an increase of the fund of the University so s to enable it to carry out fnore
petfectly thie plan of its ofganization, passed the following resolution

Resolved, by the Senate and Hou: f Representatives of //u Mu/yv of Michigan, That our Senators be instructed, and our Representatives
in Congress be requested, to ust ‘1)u\rw\zl(mu~t” procure ssage of an act hy Congress, granting to the University of Michigan three

mwn:hl]wsuﬁ‘mnm the Rtate of Michig 3 n o g petual fund of dhat instiution, the same io bo seleied by an agent to e
appointed by the Governor, or in such r gress may direc

But, the passage of the act contemplated in this resolution being hitherto delayed, your memorialists, as the legal
guardians and administrators of the University of Michigan, do hereby petition Congress toproceed to the passage of
said act at as early a day as possible; and to this end would most respectfully present, among others, the following
considerations :

Firsr. The lands already granted have been faithfully appropriated to the chject contemplated by Cong
the annual Catalogue—a copy of which is herewith transmitted—it will be seen that the University of Michigan has
already reached a very gratifying development, and holds an honorable rank among the literary institutions of our
country. There are already established a Department of Science, Literature and the Arts, with fourteen Instruc-
tors-and-three hundred and th n students, and a D F X ine with nine Instructors and one hundred
and thirty-seven students. These students are collected from various States of the Union, and are educated gratui-
tously.

The courses of study are thorough, judiciously red, and embr: ide range of classical and scientific study
adapted to impart hoth theoretical and practic e

The Library contains bm cen seven and eight thousand volumes.

The Collections are various and rich, comprising specimens in Mineralogy, Geology, Palzontology, Zoology, Botany,
Materia Medica and Chemistry, an Anatomical Museum, a Museum of Art and Antiquities, and apparatus for Athr:x
ting Physical Science. The Institution has also an A ical Laboratory of rare excellence, and an Astronomical Ob.
servatory which ranks among the first in the world.

SwooNpLY. By increasing its funds so as to enable it to augment its Library and the materiel of learning generally,
to establish other departments of instruction, and to multiply the number of instructors, the Institution can be devel
oped to the full dimensions of a University ; and thus, both in itself, to a considerable extent, meet the wants of the
North-west in the higher grades of Education, and form a model for the establishment of other institutions of the same
kind.

Prrronys It will prove a wise ecotiomy to perfect an Institution thus successfully begun, and which has
solid guarantees of its fidelity and capabilities.

Your memorialists would also call attention to the fact that ( ss in its original grant desig
University as the Institution to be erected on the foundation which that grant provided; and that in accordance with
this, all the legislation in Michigan in reference to this Institution, and all the acts of the Board of Regents have aimed
at a University in the proper sense of the word. They have not aimed to create a mere College—an institution
comprising the undergraduate course of four years, and only preparatory to business life and to the commencement, of
professional study; but they have aimed in connection with this to establish special schools of science in respect to civil




engineering, agriculture, manufactures, and the industrial arts generally
sional study, and to inaugurate the highest courses in Mathem

Science, in Classical and

and still further to open schools
tics, Physics, ‘Astronomy, and the whole
yeneral Literature and the Fino Arts, and indeed in whatever pertains to a Unive
ned men associated for the purpose of prosecuting all human knowledge and rearing scholars
Wo have thought that the terms of the grant of Congress called us to this high undertaking: W
no vain ambition to seek to reproduce in the West a Yale, -

collection of 1

have thought it
a Harvard, or a University like that of Vir-
Nay, more, laboring under no embarrassments from precedents, or from systems already established, as in older

States, and having all the benefit of their experience, the State of Michigan has believed it possible to create a com-
pact and well ordered system of education, beginning with the eommon School and culminating in the University, that
might, rival the modern systems of the continent of Europc

In carrying out such a design, we should undoubtedly be led to modify our present courses of instruction, adapted as
they are to meet present exigencies. But even in meoting these exigencies-we have never lost sight of what we conceiv

Hence we have already organized, beyond the ordinary Colleg

ed to be our ultimate destiny.

ate curriculum, aschool

Astronomy in connection with the Ob

in Civil Engineering, a school in Analytical Chemistry, a school in the highe
servatory, and a school of Medicine; and we are hoping ere long to organize a school of Lavw, and to institate courses
of Lectures in Seience and Literature to be attended by the College graduates.
Institutions like the one here contemplated are common in Furope; and even the little kingdom of Greece has al
created a University comprising forty professors, and a library of eighty thousand volumes, and attended by eight
hundred students. We sce no reason why a country which is coping with Eur
should not erect also those great institutions of learning-which have ever led on civilization, and been the sources of
national refinement and dignity.

pe in every form of material advancement,

A beginning must be made somewhere.

By the original grant of Congress, the foundation of such an institution
was laid in Mich

Is it not reasonable, then, to ask that from the public lands still remaining in this State, the en-
dowment of this University should be completed ? Our present endowment will not enable us to go much beyond our
present development. - Unless it be augmented we ecan lardly make any additions to-ourcorps-of professors; we:can in-
crease our library only slowly from year to year, and we can never hope to realize the plan which had its birth in the
bounty of Congress.

‘We cannot conceal from ourselves, nor can we forbear to bring before your Honorable Body, that even the three town-
ships asked for in the resolution of the Legislature of M: , above quoted, will not be sufficient for our purpose.—
The two townships first given were among the most valuable lands in our State, and have yielded us a fund of about halfa
million of dollars.  No lands equally valuable now remain unappropriated

To meet our wants, instead of seventy
thousand acres, we nee ording to the value of the lan

remaining, seven times that amount,
Our present endowment is far less than the endowments of other great institutions of our country, and yet upon this
we have made education absolutely gratuitous to all. If we can double this fund, we can become what we aim to be,
and without price, to the youth of our country indiscriminately.

When this generationhas passed away the means of completing f]

and can continue to open our halls without mone

ndowment of this University may no longer ex-
ist. Tf it be made now it will be a treasure y laid up for diffusing, on the most liberal scale, the highest degrees

of education, and for promoting science and literature in all the generations to come.

HENRY P. TAPPAN, President, and Ex-Officio Regent.
BENJAMIN L. BAXTER, Regent, First District, E. LAKIN BROWN, Regent, Fifth District
J. EASTMAN JOHNSON, ¢  Sccond GEORGE W. PACK, Sixth  “
LEVI BISHOP, “ . Third ¢ LUKE H. PARSONS, Seventh
DONALD MGINTYRE Fourth ¢ JOHN VAN VLECK Eighth
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