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CITY OF DAVENPORT.

JOBN JOTNS,

AS. C. HARRIS
EDWARD L. KERR.

Friday Evening, March

The Pmpuwd (‘hm\ge in the City

At last we have hlonglh our moring
Republican cotemporary to an acknowledg-
ment that there is a scheme on foot for thel
above named object. Its leader this morn4
ing in reply to our article of a few eveningd
ago, is in the usual vague, indefinite style
adopted by the Gazetto whenever it wishes
to dodge a question. But its recollection |
has been slightly refreshed in regard to- this
important municipal movement—it has &
faint idea that some such scheme is on foaf
—has “glanced” over one of the petitiond |
for it, some of which have laid in several of
our stores for the long period of & week—
does not know how many signatdres thoy
gotior whose they were—does nof seem to
know much about the contents of these pe-
titions, but is on the whole of thg opinion
that the proposed amendments wero “proper
and such as must be acceptable toa major-
ity of the people” To show how pointed
the remarks of the Gazotte are, we quote &
passage from its leader of this moming, al-
most the only part referring to, this plan of!
tho Republican party.  Hero itis

ons for the alteration of our City

Charter laid in several of our stores a week
for signatures, and many of the people
doultless attached their names to theso pe-
to what extent we do not know.—

glanced over one of these petitions, and

it appeared to us that the proposed amend-
ments were PROPER, and such as must be
acceptable to the majority of the people.”

And these are the firs and only allusions
made to a matter of such great interest to
our citizens by our Republica neighbors,
though they confess they were coguizant of
what was going on all the while. The
first intimation that the “majority”" of the
people (fo whom the Gazette opines the
amendments will be so acceptable,) had of
this movement was through our columns.
And not until yesterday, after it had ap
peared in the public prints that Mr. Thomp-
son of Scott county had introduced into the
House these petitions and that they had
been referred to the Judiciary Committecs
was it that our neighbor came out and ac-
Tnowledged the attempt to smuggle through
the Legislature an amendment of our City
Charter. 'This is the way our Republicin
Tepresentatives treat the wishes of the peo-
ple, which they profess to be to anxious to
carry out. Now if these amendments wero
50 very “PROFHR AND ACCEPTABLE,” why
not say something in their favor; why 1
submit them to the people, and tellus folks
who are in the dark what they are® Out
with it, Mr. Gazetto, and mal 1
breast of the whole transaction !
who got up these petitions, how they w
gotten up, who “doubtless” signed them,
and what were their contents.

And now the Gazette, with congumma
art, bringt out its defence of this Republican
game of “hide and seck”, - Here ibis, w rn
& respestful alluion ko 6 City Conneil

Frab ool
g;{.ci"yl‘p<uced by the Ju?? it

proveno subject of complaiut it

i mattor they pre for being the direct rep-
resentatives of their own 1vdmwk ‘What
ever action they took on this subject had to
lu ]wm;t to secure the attention of the |
Leg before its adjournment. A
on (and a direct vore of the
people upon the proposed amendments
could not have been taken until after a
prolonged and thorough discussion,) would
have utterly prevented any legislative
tion this session.”

Tmprin
in the

ac-

, the people have 1o ‘confidence?
y Council. Now that is decided~
1y rich, and will pass as one of the Gazette’s
assertions. Again, the action had to
prompt. Or counss; hence the rapidity]
of the flight of these petitions to Fort Des|
Moines before wo knew it. Finally, “pub-|
lic discussion” a ‘‘direct vote of the
after a prolonged and thorough
sion,” “would bave utterly prevented,
any legislative action” OF this last wey
swere already aware, and thank you for your
candor in the It is roally the:
best reason the Republican politiciags who
concocted the scheme had for their haste
and unseemly concealment. Had their
plans seen the light of day here, or the mat-
ter been submitted to the people, tha Legis

lature would not have been' troubled with
the matter. “There is somathing robten in
Denmark.”

nd a

people
diso

admission.

v e—

047 We publish another artlole to-day
from our Douglas friend who signs himsclf
“Democrat.” He is a thorongh-paced
Democrat and a warm friend of the Admin-
istration, theugh taking Mr. Douglag® view
of the Lecompton controversy. We agree
with “Democrat”” in his views of the silly
attempt to read that portion of the/Democ-
racy who agree with him out of the party,
Just as well might the attempt be made to
read out each and every Democrat who vo-
any Adminirtration
meastre—just as well read out the South—
ern member of the Demacratic party who
opposed the Administration in reference to
“Fillibusterism,” or, as “Democrat? says,
the Northern men who voted against the
Army Bill. We are Administratic
man, but do not believe in this “reading
out” process, nor do we belicve that the ad-
ministration sanctions or approves it.

‘We must thank “Another Democrat?” for
his able defence of the President, o forcibly
wr His views and our own are coin
L\‘LU"K and we hope he will be kind enough
to furnish us with more articles, which are
always welcome. For the benefit
readers weo would say that in “Another
Democrat? Scott county recognizes one of
the boldest and ablest champions of the De-
mocracy, who, with LEoNATD, and CLATE,
and Dovan, and Browx, has long: fought
and boro the brunt of the battles of our par-
ty here, Wo foel suro that tho/great mass
of the Democratic party all over the coun-
tain Mr. Buchanan’s Kansas policy

same ground and with the pame
r Democrat? does. = We

happy to hear from
“Another Democrat.””

ted or spoke againsb

an

of our

try
on the
views as “Anoth

Lok e
“T hope you will be able to support me,”
said a lady while walking out with her ir—
tended, d\nmq a slippery state of the side-

yes,” said tho somewhat he
“with some little assistance
from your father”

For the Daily Evening
Mrssns. Eprronsi—
»  The defeat of the Army Bill,
50 carnestly recommended by the Adminis-
tration, 1o provide the necessary troops for
securing a speedy reduction and subjugation
of the refractory rebels of Utah, is sugges-
| tive of serious reflections.
It is a rebellion, not a ‘foreign war, that
| produced such Gongressional aversion to
the augmentation of Federal troops: The
| regular standing Army has heretofore been
held sufficient for the suppression of any in-
| tornal rebellion. An Army, in a Republic,
| is justly deemed ari evil which in times of
peace ought not too become too powerful.
| Tho President is the Commander-in-Chief ;
| as such, an unserupulous and ambitious
| Executive might imitate the example of a
‘ Jwsaror a Santa Anna. Especially in a
| country like our own, would a large stand-
\ ing Army, as an auxiliary to the Executive,
| be dangerous. The Army of France is the
| tyrant of France, The public liberties
| seem to flourish in proportion to the paucity
the Mational soldi In England the
Army {5 small, the press and people are
froe, and yot the nation is powerful in all its
foreign Wars,
The Army Bill befora tho Semate propo-
sed to n?lgmcut the standing Army to a per-
manent} force of 25,000 men. This vas |
the misfake of the authors of the Bill. If |
the n.l[ had simply proposed the enistmg |
of volgnteers to serve during the “Utah
Wty thren 1o be disbanded, 4t would have |
passed the Senate with great unanimity. |
But there is another feature of this act
and its defeat in the Senate, of which I de-
sire to speak. Tt was an Administration
moasure, specially. recommended by the
President, as necessary to the success of the
Utah expedition, and yet, in a Senate large-
Iy Democratic, a large number of Demo-
cratic Senators mercilessly voted against
tho measuro, at the risk of becoming ob-
noxious to the charge so glibly made against
Senator Douglas, for a like act in opposing
the Administration measure of Lecompton.
Wil the Washington Union, N. Y. Herald,
and the subordinate suburban journals of
the Democracy, commence the ‘reading
out” process of those Democratic Sevators
who have thus defested an Administration

News.

| of

| for

measure ?

The truth lies in a nut-shell : a
bined effort was made, under cover of the
fraudulent Lecompton Constitution, to drive
Senator Douglas from the consistency of his
position on the Kausas act. As “popular
sovereignty”, became more, may, almost
universally popular, and Douglas began to
hausting labors in its

com-

recover from his ex
deferice, Presidential
vise a means of “killing him off”

Jack Calhoun swindlo was devised, and the
Locompfon monstrosity presented to him
for his acceptance orrejection. Ho brought
tnat instrument o the touch stone of the |
Kansas act, found it antagonistic and in;
deadly hostility to the true intent and
meaning of “popular sovereignty,” and he
foarlossly and prompily took his position
in defonce of the Kansas act, Then com-
mencad the baying of hounds let looso up-
on him by the Southem Democracy, lend
by that sbominable Scotch terrior,
James Gordon Bennett, and encourazed by

fournals which one yenrago found language
adequate to sufiiciently culogise Senator

Douglas.

Three-fourths of the Northern Democra-
| ¢y are the friends of the principles defend-
| ed by Mr. Douglas. In Towa, the Demo-
cratic members of the Legislature, with the
exception of five, are still true to the doc-
trine of “popular sovereignty.” Thus will
he Northern Democracy show to the peo-
ple of the South and of the whole Union,
that they pursue no selfish line of policy—
they will ask nothing of Congress which
cannot Constitutionally and honorably be
granted, and grant nothing to the South
| which ought not to be granted. While the
Northern Democracy are not the friends of
slavery, they ae still the steady defenders
of the Constitutional rights of the slave
States, But the Northern Democracy can-
not b driven or cajoled into support of a
measure secured by the worst forms of
fraud, merely to give an advantage to the
political equilibrium of the slave States.
The South is demanding too much.

In Kansas the Legislature authorized the
holding of a Constitutional Conventicn.—
The Convention formed a Constitution.
The Legislature fixed the time of submit-
ting that Constitution to the people for Jan,
4,1858. It was submitted by the Conven-
tion on December 21, 1857, and received
6,147 votes. This vote was illegal, bus it
made Kansas a slave State, and that was
enongh for Southern Uongressmen. The
vote was taken on this Constitution Jan, 4,
1858, and the Constitution repudiated by
10,064 majority. This vote was legal—
Why should Northern Congressmen 1o re-
pudiate the former and sustain the latte

on

The last vote makes Kansas free. A ma-
jority of the legal voters of Kansas is hostile
to qum“on and that hostility has been
oxpressed. That s Squatter Sover-
Douglas demands that its voice
almIl not be strangled by the clamors of
fire-eaters. 'Will Northern Democrats sue
tain Douglas and free Kansas, or Jack Cal-
houn and Lecompton fraud ?

DasocrAT.
A i
Trn MAsortry.—Wo all ought to know.
these two little words signify: but si
months additional controversy in Kansas
about their meaning o much four will
overthro t conceptions of their
prope lucu e
word majority, in reference to electio
nifies the greater of two parties, or one pa
b ncoedll Al Gl
poll-lists must be consulted to ascertain who
are on the side of the majority. In all po-
litical affairs, the rule of the majority is a
knowledged as the basis of our represonta
tive demooracy; but it is also acknowledged
that voters alone can be counted.  Any oth
rule would destroy the government. If p
refusing to vote are to be counted, it is
manifest we can have no elections. The
publican press, and soma of our democratio
friends, talk about their majorities i
much confidence and author

najori
sverein June last, fwhen you notoriously
refused to vote at the election of delegates
itutional convention ? What

swere your majorities on the 21st of Decem-
ber, when you refused to vote again upon
ution then just framed ¢ Whoere,

do you find your majorities ? Are
That’is an important que
are they voters ? they
if they voted on the 15th of
June % that was precisely tho time to
| bo felt. If they did not vote, how have
1wu packed them into a majority ? We
| really would like to kno: [ Washington
|\Union,

indeed,
they voters ?
tion
then tell 1

are voters, | Y
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