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sonian - Institution,
W ASHINGTON, {// 18,
Dear o -
I toawe the toonor 1o /}//r«///, youw that
@ y//u//'/z/ r// the DBoard r/ ,;/fc';/m//,) ,r/ the
Gonithsonian  Fnstetution witl te Held in

4//// n the Smithsenian /////r////y/. on
Lnd; ///y I It at L5 ook,

ob. M

Desy e // ce ;/ /////.

/s
";/,,,/ olodiont sewvant,

JOSEPH HENRY,

Secretary.
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DEar SIR:

An attempt by the Exeoutive to control the right of self government of the sovereign
people, has been rebuked in the Hall of their immediate Representatives. Tt was a triumph over
the first effort of power here, to prevent the exercise of the privileges of freemen. The friends of
the People throughout the land are desirous of signalizing this defeat of dictation, by uniti n one
great national party which shall have in view the good of the whole country and of itizens,
without selfish aims or sectional ambition ; and at the same time sceure the revival of a genuine
Awerican policy, and the speedy restoration of prosperity to commerce and manufactures. Schemes
of ¢ preference and exclusion have been m\wh manifest in the course of the official head of the
Republic to the disregard of merit and patriotism. The same spirit of despotism which has been
shown in the direct violation of popular sovereignty in s avritory, has been practised in the
adoption of no other test of fitness for employment and public duty, than blind and slavi
sion to partizan will. The worst passions are indulged and the most cruel proseription is ¢

atify party caprice or personal malignity, while the true protective policy which onc
guished the national legislation has been set aside until the different branches of former pros|
en involved in deep distress, and thre :m\wl with utter ruin.
At such a moment the nation is called on to rise in its maje and de liN If indignant

against an oppression scarcely less ‘h\m\rm\ than that which roused our fathers of the Revolution

and proclaiméd a national, as it will now do, a political Independence. Tt was on this

more than eighty years ago, a solemn pledge wa ven to the world to throw off a load of

yranny or peri \ . Under the influences, never to be lost
example, the friends of the peopl hiladelphia respectfully invite you to join the
Meeting, to be held ay evening, April 12, at National Hall, Market Street, above Tiel fih
T o B > at an early moment your views, in writing, on the occa
which calls us together.

Time has served to remove g very remnant of narrow of n to the great national

, time, by Henry Clay; and even

to g

ve sanctity to the recollection of his patriotic virtues. He , unselfish advocate of all that
was truly American, and the unrelenting foe of all such Iu?m:{m‘ as now guide the councils of
the government. He was the e wpuci’xl friend of manufactures, the advocate and promoter of the
American \5~t(m the stern friend of a conservative poli he able supporter of a paternal
government which should extend its protection over the whole ler and breadth of the land. Tlis
name has been adopted as the rallying watch word of our at ne 1 party. Led by his precept
and example, it will recall the fleeting honors of l\n Republic, cu g > blessings of
the CoNSTITUTION and the UNION.
With great respeet,
Your friends and servants,

JOHN THOMPSON,

JAS. L. CLAGHORN,

JOS. B. MYERS

L \ THROP,

). WAT \H\
M. W ILLL\M\

Commiillee.
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