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‘WasniNaton, May 20, 1858.

Sir: The importance of the subject embraced in my memorial, rela-
tive to steam communication between this country and Europe, must,
be my apology for laying before you the following reasons for ‘action
at this session, in order that the establishment of the requisite mail
facilities may be secured. The United States at this time have no
regular mail service to Europe. The government is dependent upon
the occasional employment of transient vessels to take out the made
up mails, and even British steamers have been employed for the
service.

This is of serious inconvenience to the mercantile community, is
deemed a discredit by the people, and will prove injurious to our na-
tional commerce, if not remedied without further delay. There was
a time when Americans could boast of marine supremacy. Our ships
were better, and possessed of more speed, than those of any other
nation. Steam introduced a new element in advance of us upon the
ocean. We entered into competition, again triumphed, but for want
of equal government aid have retrograded.

Our wooden steamers have decayed and are rotting at their wharves.
Our former competitor is now our superior and without a rival. Her
iron steamers are performing our freighting trade, Her mail steamers
carrying our letters. She is again assuming the supremacy of the sea
by asserting the right to board and search our merchantmen.

It is proposed to remove promptly these mortifying circumstances
by placing iron mail steamers, superior in safety, speed, and quality,
upon the Atlantic service, not to confine them to one port, but to dis-
tribute them fairly, that the south and west and north may participate
equally in their benefits.

The offer is to perform the mail service at a fair compensation—less
than has hitherto been paid by the government. To depart from each
port on days to be determined by the Postmaster General, and to sail

i regularity as shall secure to the steamers confidence at
home and abroad.

Hitherto the sailing days of our steamers have not been reliable.
Owing to this, letters from the south and west could not be forwarded
with certainty for them, and generally they were sent in the B gli
mails, losing” several days of time, and placing the citizens of those
sections at a disadvantage. A division of the line to the south
remedies this, and gives a proportionate equality.

So uncertain were the departures from Furope, that Americans, as
well as Europeans, adopted. the custom of marking their letters  per
British steamer,” and hence not more than one-half of our due pro-
portion of the regular correspondence has been carried by the Ameri-
can lines, yet this portion yiclded about two-thirds of the subsidy al-
lowed by government. Had the steamers run with regularity through-
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out the year, it is fair to infer that they would have doubled the
revenue, and the Post Office Department would have derived a profit
annually from their services.

The Collins, the Havre, and the Bremen lines, made in the aggre-
gate but fifty trips in the year, at a compensation of $1,208,000.

The present proposal is to perform fifty-two trips in the year, in a
superior class of steamers, for $1,200,000.

If the two additional trips are rated at the payment required by the
Collins line, it will make $64,000, to which is to be added the ex-
cess of $8,000 of the old payment ; and it will be seen that the pro-
posed service is $72,000 less than the former rate, while the service
will be greater and better performed for the good of the whole people,
and more justly distributed to the chief duty-paying cities of the
country.

The plan proposed for establishing the line calls for no immediate
appropriation of mon hence the present condition of the treasury
cannot be urged as a reason for delaying the establishment of this
mail line. That condition has arisen from a stagnation of commerce,
and whatever restores commerce will tend also to replenish the trea-
sury. Nothing will sooner do this than the active co-operation of
government to reopen the rapid means of healthful trade, which the

- experience of Great Britain has found to exist mainly in her ocean
steam facilities.

I am informed that a proposal has been placed before your com-
mittee to establish a rate of ocean mail service at two dollars per mile.
Such rate is inadequate, and could only be urged by parties ignorant
of the cost, or of the requisites of such service. It could only be ac-
cepted by those who would place inferior steamers upon the lines, and
the country would be forced fo witness the repetition of such calami-
ties as that of the « Central America.”” The fearful loss of human
life, springing from & mistaken notion of economy, would be a disgrace
to the nation, and would not be tolerated by the people.

The advertising of ocean mail contracts, and giving them to the
lowest bidder, will not answer until steamers are as plentiful and as
reliable upon the ocean as carriages are upon the land. England tried
the experiment—her low bidders failed—her steam service thus or-
ganized was a tax. She changed the system, paid liberally to com-
petent parties, and it has become self-supporting. France tried it
with the same result. Belgium established a line on like principles.
It has disappeared. Shall a country whose distinctive characteristics
have been its keen foresight and progressiveness begin behind the failure
of others merely to fail in that which should be its leading support—
its commerce ? .

The national line of steamers proposed will not be a tax or burden
upon the treasury. The aid required is only the credit of the govern-
ment. The interest upon this is paid by the steamers. The principal
is returned in annual payments, in less than half the time of its full
maturity. If interest were duly credited upon this the government
would, financially, be even a gainer in the transaction. The pay-
ments are made certain by deducting them from the mail appropria-
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tion monthly. The security is made ample, both for principal and
interest, by a pledge of property worth fifty per cent. more than the
advance, with collateral policies of insurance. The regularity of the
line will secure mail receipts equal, if not superior, to the disburse-
ments. The line will therefore be self-sustaining. The ships will
at all times be available to the government for transport or other
naval service. Their distribution along the Atlantic seaboard, and
their educated officers, engineers, and trained crews, will make them
effective guards of the coast, in case of trouble, while their constant
occupation will open new sources of peaceful commerce to the country.

I trust the merits of the proposal will cause its adoption by your
committee as the basis of steam service, and that a common effort will
place the steamers upon the route at the earliest possible moment,
and thus relieve the country from the humiliating position of de-
pendence upon England, in which it now stands.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

AMBROSE W. THOMPSON.
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THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
Juxm 3, 1858.
Mr. Kennepy asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to bring in the

following bill ; which was read twice and reforred to the Committee on
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed.

A BILL

To establish a line of mail steamships between certain ports of the

United States and Great Britain.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

That a line of mail steamships be, and the same is hereby,

established between the ports of New York, Philadelphia,

Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, and New Orleans,
in the United States, and Southampton, in England, and
thence in auxiliary steamers, carrying the closed United States
mails for the continent to the ports of Havre, in France, and
to Antwerp, in Belgium. The departures shall be four times
in each month {rom the United States, in alternate weeks,
from the ports aforesaid, and four times in each month from
England ; the days of departure to be fixed and determined by

such schedule as the Postmaster General may adopt; and the
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steamers, in their voyages to and from New Orleans, shall
touch at Havana, Cuba, and Bordeaux, in France.

Sec. 2. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
General is hereby authorized and directed to contract with
Ambrose W. Thompson for the establishment of the said line,
which shall consist of six iron steamers of not exceeding three
thousand tons measurement each, and two auxiliary steamers
of not exceeding six hundred tons each ; and each steamer
shall be constructed with not less than six water-tight com-
partments below the berth deck, and three separate compart-
ments above the said deck, except the two auxiliary steamers
which shall have not less than three compartments below deck.
The engines, boilers, and coal-bunkers shall be in one separate
and distinct compartment, disconnected from all others except
in the extension of the pump, and so arranged that, in case of
accident to any other portion of the vessel, the fires could not
be: extinguished thereby, or the machinery or pumps be pre-
vented from working. The vessels to be constructed in such
manner as to make them available for transport ships, and capa-
ble of carrying moderate batteries. = Each steamer, at the option
of the Secretary of the Navy, shall carry not less than two
midshipmen, four engineer apprentices, eight apprentice sea-
men, and one assistant surgeon of the United States navy, who
shall be taken on board and carried for the purpose of educating

them in marine steamship knowledge and tactics ; and during




-aambax
fewr Juomusosof oty se sosodand yons 1oy peddmbe pue pewre
9q Aewr £o1) ‘pakojduwrd os uoys put ¢99ide jouuwo serpaed
a1} JT ‘udsoyd A[emnw ‘siojexjiqie Aq poprap aq o} SwIA)
uodn ‘sjasseA pres oy) e Jo Aue Aojdwoe 1o eseyoand o}
‘ouiny Aue je ‘oSoyrarad ayy aaey [[eys jusurureaod oyy pue ¢ iof
-o101) opew Sutaq uonjesuaduioo ofqeuosear uodn ‘yusurireday
AaeN ot} jo s19pI0 9y) 0) Joalqns 9q [[eyYS SIOWIRAYS pIEs Y}
Jo ypoq 1o 1oyye ‘pafordwd jou uaym pue € joexe eanjredap

g

Jo sfep oyy pue <remnFor sorazes oy doayy 0) 9uem juafun
~U090 J0 [ejuaprooe Aue Ajddns oy ‘seyery pajup) oyy ur ouo pue
pueSugy ur ssourpeax ur 1day aq [reys towea)s aeds ou()
*auif 3y} uodn pue paysIuly
QI SIOWEA)S WOIL 9Y) [HUN INUNUOD [[eys 014108 Arerodway
pres oyj aseo gons ur pue <iojeay) pafojduws aq 01 sdiysweays
ul W) pres ay) upgya uodn paisjue aq ‘[eIousr) JojSew
1864 oy jo uondo ayy je ‘Aewn vorates Lieiodwey jng “joer
=U0d 9y} JO I)EP OY} WIS SYIUOUT IA[OA) UL DIUDUIUIOD [[BYS
9OTAIDS IB[NFOI 9y} pue ‘Saedk ua) 10y aq [[RYS 9IIAIGS [[BUL IOF
penuod oY) ey, parovus saypmf p aq pugc g ‘odag
*Kinseary, o) jo Arejox
-09g oY) yIa pajisodop 9q [[eys oourApE pres jo junoure oy}
01 sawrjod pue ‘soruedutos souvansur pooS ur paansur oq [feys
SI0WEd)s 9y} {HUOWUIIA0S BY) 0] PaJNIAXa aq [[eys uor| oSed
-)IOW € ‘pagueApe JUNOWE 9y} J0J JUIWUIIA0S oy} Surinoes jo
osodund oyy a0 “yeyy, ‘pagovua wayrnf 1 2q pugr - “oag
‘Soje)g paju(y oY) Jo Ainsean)
o1) 0) predor L]y ST 90UBADPE PIES JO JUNOWE DY) [I}UN UOLIINI)S
-U09 10j paoueApe junowe ay) jo aeak yoro ur wmued Jod usy
‘SIDWEAS PIUS JO 90IAIOS §.Iv0A PU0dds oY) Jo pud oy} J9yJe
‘urejor ospe [eys oy puy spuoq pies uodn suodnods oyy jo
asodand oYy a0y sopeyy pojup) oy jo Ansead) ay) ojyur pred aq
[[eys junowre yorya ‘sdrys pres jo UONONISUOD B} SPIEAO}

paoueApe spuoq oyy uodn Surinjew 1sarejur oy jo uonaodoad

¥

35tz CONGRESS,
1sT SgssroN.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
June 3, 1858.
Mr. Kenneoy asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to bring in the

following bill ; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed.
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A BILL

To establish a line of mail steamships between certain ports of the

United States and Great Britain.

TIId V
‘067 'S {

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

sdIysmes)s [I8W Jo OUI] ® YSI[QLISD O,

That a line of mail steamships be, and the same is hereby,

TWoOM)A(

established between the ports of New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, and New Orleans,
in the United States, and Southampton, in England, and
thence in auxiliary steamers, carrying the closed United States
mails for the continent to the ports of Havre, in France, and
to Antwerp, in Belgium. The departures shall be four times
in each month from the United States, in alternate weeks,
from the ports aforesaid, and four times in each month from
England ; the days of departure to be fixed and determined by

such schedule as the Postmaster General may adopt; and the
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