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AN A@T
Respecting Special Letters of Reprisal in times of peace for redress of

citizens of the United States

1. Beit enacted, de. That wlmnauuc in any case in
oh by the Layws of Nations, the Government of the United
Smtm may rightfully issue Letters of Special Reprisal to obtain

States ¢ other Government, the Seate Department

redress and e any citizen or citizens of said United
7 St
b

shall require tho claimants to file a written momorial theroto
in said [N]mmnvm setting forth the nature of the claim, and
50 to file in said ])(‘[rn(m( nt as full proofs thereof as the na-
ture of the case \\.‘H permit, '\fm memorial to be verified ,7,)/7
the oath of said claimants.
2. That whensoever the President of the United States
1s satisfied that the case presented is one in which the claimants

(ntvtlul to such remedy, and that the same should be re- 5.9 xee Dﬁn/u/u«a

sorted to, he shall cause said memorial and proofs(to be trans e Lot
vml[ml l,x the Séate Dey wutmmt to the C ourt of Claims, estab- C;;/M

e act entit wl ‘an dc court for the
I t the Unite I States,” approved
]"vhvu‘u‘_\‘ 24, 1855, in order that said court may summarily in-

vestigate said case and asceftain and report to said Dopare. 77/

ment an mtunnu of the true and just amount of damages or
d«hx,(n ich said parties may be 1‘“[![]("1

Suc. 3. That said court be, and the same is hereby invested
with authority and jurisdiction to make such i investigation and
report in the manner aforesaid, and to that end to examine the
claimants on oath, and to require the production by them of
such documents and other evidence as may he in tholr power
to produce, and alsojanthoristdto issue commissions to take such
testimony and compel witnesses to te as in other cases-re-

"J'm,u,y%

fore snid court, under such regulations’ a5, may lee-deemed =S Cozerf=? in
J|

pxu]l(l to effect justice.
That upon the report of said court being made o
)e| Nmn(m'z/xml the return to it of the papers re-
to said case, 16 shall be the duty of said Depaatment to
issue and cause to be delivered a Lettre de Requéte to the Go-




9

vernment against which. the claim is preferred, according to the
Lay of Nations, and designatidg a reasonable timo for the just
satisfaction of said claim;~ Provided, however, that in any case
wherein by the stipulations of a subsisting treaty, other or ad-
ditional acts and proceedings are required, such stipulations
shall also be complied with

SEo. 5. That if just sotisfaction of such claim be not made
on or before the day designated in said Lettre de Requéte, or

sonable canse_therefor_shown and verified, 4t the Presi-
dent of the United States bifttfiorized and empowered to
issue in the name of the United States of America and under
the great seal thereof, a Special Letter of Reprisal against the
property and effects of the Government or State in default and
of ifs subjects or citizens, according to the Law of Nations.

SE0. 6. That in all cases, said Letter of Reprisal shall be di-
rected to a commissioned officer or officers of the Navy of the
United States, and be _exeented by him or them with a public
vessel or v of said Navy under such instructions as the
President of the United States may direct.

. 7. That upon the seizure of any property under and
by virtue of such Letter of Reprisal, the same shall be forthwith
brought into sweh port of the United States as may bo desha-
wetedd in_ said Letters, and delivered into the custody of the
Marshal of the United States of the district in which such
port is situate, and thereupon, the District Attorney of the
United States shall forthwith proceed, by libel in the name of
the United States and said claimants in’ the District Court of
the United States of such district, to effect the condemnation
and sale thereof, in like manner as{pursued under the practice
and proceedings in Courts of Prize, according to the Lavw
nationsy And in all such cases, the Government or
. ;.gm? which said Lietter is-issued, astwell as the known owners

% of said property, shall he namedynsetondents in such suit,
| and shall be allowed to appentand contest said claim, and also
— e Trabitity of said property therefor.

Sxc. 8. That before any Letters of Reprisal be issued and ex-
couted as aforesaid, the claimants at whose instancg the same
is issued shall be required h.y:huWol»:uu“c:nﬁummww
to stipulation or caution, with good security, in such form as
the President may direct, to pay all damages that may ensue
from the execution of d writ to any parties, in case that on

ial of i ot Court the claim upon
which the same was issued, should appear by proofs adduced on
said trial other than those adduced before the Court of Claims,

3

to be unfounded, or that the amount claimed in salidllleﬁter is
exhorbitant ; a certified copy of which stipulation shall be an- .
See to i Tei e R Lerofiu SacdCase¥
Sne. 9. That the originals or certified copies of thefpapers
and documents relating to said climpin the Departthient of /e £y thi-
State, and also said Letter of Reprisal shall be admitted as ¢, ¢ e,
proof in said trial in said District Court, and if the judgment <7 %ny
of said court shall be against such claimants and a decree of 7"
restoration he made to the defendants, said court shall estimate
and assess the damages sustained by the defendants and enter
summarily a judgment for the same upon said stipulation
against the parties thereto. and award execution or other prop-
er process, according to the course of such court, for the col-
lection thereof, with ¢osts for the benefit of said defendants, el
Sgo. 10, That upon the condemmation of any property
seized by virtue of such letters of reprisal, the same shall be
sold to satisfy the claim which may be adjudged to be due, to-
gether with all the costs and eXpenses resulting therefrom, and
the costs of said suit; and the proceeds appropriated under the
orders of said court to the satisfaction thereof, and the resi-
due, if any, restored to the defendan
Smo. 11 That the parties in said suit shall be entitled to ap- §
/to the Circuit Court of the United Statesyupon the same ]
of similar gfuount, such ap-

s of prize. g’é
2.
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AN A @8

Respecting Special Letters of Reprisal in times of peace for redress of
citizens of the United States.

1. Beit enacted, ge. That whensoever, in any c
n)ud h by the Laws of Nations, the Government of the Um[ml
States may rightfully issue Letters of Special Reprisal to obtain
redress and satisfaction for any citizen or citizens of said United
States from any other Government, the State Department
shall require t} aimants to file a written memorial therefor
in said Department, setting forth the nature of the claim, and
also to file in said Department as full proofs thercof as the na-
ture of the case will permit. Said memorial to be verified by
the oath of said claimants.

S That whensoever the President of the United States

ied that tha case presented s one in which the o ‘
are mml]wl to such remedy, and that the same should be re-
sorted to, he shall cause said memorial and proofs to be trans-
mitted by the State Department to the Court of Claims, estab
ished by the act entitled “an act to establish a court for the

ation of claims against the United States,” approved

y 24, 1855, in order that said court may summarily in-
vestigate said case and ascegtain and report to said Depart-
ment an estimate of the true and just amount of damages or
debt which said parties may be entitled to.

That said court be, and the same is hereby invested
\uth authority and jurisdiction to make such investigation and
report in the manner aforesaid, and to that end to examine the
claimants on oath, and to require the production by lhmn of
such rluuuncnhumul other evidence as may be in their power
to produce, and,also anthorisddto issue commissions to ml\p such
testimony and compel witnesses to testify, as in other cases be-
fore said court, under such regulations as may be. deemed
proper to effect justice.

Skc. 4. That upon the report of said court being made to
the State Department and the return to it of the papers re-
lating to \.ml case, it shall be the duty of said Depa agtment to
issue and cause o be delivered a Lettre de Requéte to the Go-




vernment against which the claim is preferred, according to the
: onable time for ‘the just

* Law of Nations, and d i
satisfaction of said claim. Umu]ml I y case
wherein by the stipulations of a subsisti m,-,hy other or ad-
ditional acts and proceedings ave required, such stipulations
shall also be complied with.

S That, if just sotisfaction of such claim be not made
on or before the day designated in said Lettre de /.u/yl(h r
reasonable cause the -for shown and verified, g% the Pre
dent of the Ixmml tates be authorized and empowered to
issue in the name of ‘]m United States of America and under
the great seal thereof, a Special Letter of Reprisal against the
property and effects of the Government or State in default and
of its \u\ cts or citizens, according to the Law of Nations.

SEc. 6. That in all cases, said Lottor of Reprisal shall be di-
rected lx commissioned officer or officers of the Navy of the
United States, and be_exceuted by him or them with a public
vessel or vessels of said Navy under such instructions as the
President of the United States may direct.

Sre. 7. That upon the seizure of any property under and
by virtue of such Letter of Reprisal, the same shall be forthwith
Munu'\t into such port of the United States as 1 be desig-
nated in said Letters, and deliv ni into the cusi (ml\ of the
Marshal of the United States of the district in which such
port is Mludlr, and L]H upon, tlu District Attorney of the
United Sta 2 with proceed, by libel in the name of
n]w United States, d%aid claimants in the District Court of

the United States 1 district, to effect the condemnation
and sale thereof, in like manner as pursued under the practice
and proceedings in Courts of Prize, according to tho quur

And in all such cases, the Government or State
against whichsaid Letter is issuec L as;well as the known owners
of said property, shall be named as defendants in such suit,
shall be allowed to appear and contest said claim, and A1~u
r)n, lm nlm of said property theref
. That before any Letters of Reprisal b issued and ex-
aforesaid, the claimants at whose instance the same
hall be required by the State Iquunm 1t to enter in-
to stipulation or caution, with good security, in such form as
the President may direct, to pay all damages that may ensue
from the exccution of said writ to ar ]m\m\. in case that on
the trial of said cause in said District Court the claim upon
which the same was issued, should & appear by proofss adduced on
said trial other than those adduced before Hu Court of C

to be unfounded, or that the amount claimed in said letter is
exhorbitant ; a certified copy of which stipulation shall be an-
nexed to said Letter of Reprisal.

Sec. 9. That the originals or certified copies of the papers
and documents relating to said claim in the Department of
State, and also said Letter of Reprisal shall be admitted as
proof in said trial in said District Court, and if the judgment
of said court shall be against such claimants and a decree of
restoration be made to the defendants, said court shall estimate
and ss the damages sustained by the defendants and enter
summarily m nent for the same upon said stipulation
against the parties thereto. and award exccution or other prop-

T process, according to the course of such court, for the col-
lection thereof, with costs for the henefit of said defendants.

SEc. M, That upon the condemnation of any property

17 tue of such letters of \np! al, the same shall be

isfy the cl am\ which may be adj Hd"cd to be due, to-

w.thu with «LH the costs and expenses |c>u1tl g therefrom, ‘and

the costs of said suit; and the proceeds appropriated under the

ovders of said court to the satisfaction thereof, and the resi-
any, restored to the defendants.

. 11, That the parties in said suit shall be entitled to ap-
pea ]~ to the Circuit Court of the United States upon the same
principles and whensoever, in case of similar amount, such ap-
peals could be had in cases of prize.
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