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MEMORIAL
FOR A

PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Presented by W. A. Gwyzr, G. C. Moxers and A. D. Jones, and adopted by the Convention at
Omana Crry, January 29th, 1859.

e ! 3 y £ T 8! 4 e s ] |
T'o the Senate and House of Representatives of thu1 ! point of observation, and looking East, we find that||bor

United States of Americain Congress assembled :
; The undersigned citizens of Douglas County,
Cerritory of Nebraska, desire to present to your
honorable body some facts relating to the question
of a National Pacific Railroad, and respectfully and
earnestly ask your attention to the following consid-
crations and arguments in connexion therewith.

The object of this Memorial is to present in a co-
gent and comprehensive manner, the advantages to
be derived by the entire American Union by the con-
struction of the NaTionar Paciric RAU,ROA'D, via the
Platte Valley and the South Pass route, in prefer-
ence to any other route at present known and sur
veyed ; and whilst your memorialists will endeavor
to present all the advantages of the above mention-
ed route in the most attractive light, no invidious
comparisons will be indulged in, and no attempt
made to give this route undue prominence. by de-
nying to other routes all the advantages which the
surveys by the General Government will warrant.

ancwlmg as an admitted fact the necessity for
tbe immediate construction of a Pacific Railroad,
which we believe is now demanded by every con-
sideration of public policy, commereial progress and
national honor, the subject which presents itself to
our consideration is—wrgre shall it be built and by
wHoM shall it be constructed ? i

Your memorialists find, on examining the reports
of the Secrctary of War, that no less than five routes
have been surveyed by the Government, v route
near the thirty-second parallel of latitude ; route
near the thirty-fifth parallel of latitude ; route near
the thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth parallels; route
nearthe forty-firstand forty-second parallels ; route
near the forty-seventh and forty-ninth parallels. Of
these various routes, the one on the thirty-eighth
and thirty-ninth parallels is pronounced by the Gov-
ernment ficials impracticable, thus reducing the
consideration of the subject to the remaining four.
The route on the thirty-fifth parallel has the disad-
vantage of uneveness of surface, of the greatest
sum of ascents and descents, and of larger cost by
forty m i -
posgd. As this route cannot claim for itself, in a
national and cowmprehensive view, any advantages
which the others do not possess; the difficulties of
construction and its excessive cost are bars to its
favorable consideration.

The remaining three routes, popularly known as
the ;\‘nrlhurn, Southern, and Central,
prominently brought befo
have therefore elicited more
tion,
ed to the three routes named. Admitting that these
three routes are practicable (and they have bee
pronounced so by the Government surveyors), th
next subjeet of investsgation is—which will most
subserve the interests of the entire country, the

inquiry and investiga-

illions of dollars than any other route pru-‘

aline between the belts of latitude 40 and 42, though
inorth of the geographical central line of the country
{on the Atlantie slope, will pass through the com-

{tion of the Union. That line will pass through the|
|following States. viz : JTowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indi-|
lana, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,|
|New York, Connecticut, Rhode 1sland and Massa-|
ichusetts, which contain a population numbering|
more than half of the inhabitai ts of these United|
States, and, according to the census of 1850, repre-|
isent wealth approximating the enormous sum of}
four billions of dollars, which is more than one-half|
the wealth of the entire country, over its whole vast;
area. We find also the following commercial cen-
tersincluded within the above men ioned belt, viz
©Omaha, Nebraska City, Davenport, Keokuk, Spring-|
ifield, Chicago. Indianapolis, Toledo, Cleveland,!
{Columbus, Philadelphia, Albany and New Vork,|
and many others approximating close to the line,
|whose commerce and intercsts are identical with
the above, but 1ot geogr phically within the belt
|desceribed. W e find also thut the lines of railroads
{North, South, East and West converge to these im-
portant eommercial centers, and that the twelve
Btates named comprise within their limits a great
lextent of railroads, canals, river and lake navig:
ion, post routes and telegraph lines than is to be|
found in the remainder of the Stat :s-of this Confed-
[i'r:\qx Having thu briefly as po~sible shown ti
superiority of the Central route eastward,in a com
|mereial point of view,—having shown its elaims 10|
|[popular favor by demonstrating that itis in all re-|
ispeets to be considered a NATIONAL ROUTE, We Will|
lview it in connection with the wants of Govern-
iment. As we comprehend it, the business of the
National Governmentis subsidiary to, and is closely
tallied with, the necessities and wants of comerce.
\If commerce requires the speedy transinission of
ifreight by railroad and canals and lake transpor-
| itation, so does Government ; if comm :rce requires
|rapadity of mail service, so does Government; if
icommerce requires instantancous communication
{{by telegraph, so does Governmeunt. There is no
i|possibility of severing the identity of interests

Hwhich preva.l; without government there can bej|

1:0 commeree, without comimerce can exist no gov-|
nment. |
Your memorialists willnow respectfully ask your

I
e

|{the Platte Valley has superior claims to your favor-|
{{routes. On examining the reports issued by the|
Seeretary of War, we find that the route Westward
||through the Platte Valley to the South Pass and|
|/thenee on to San Francisco, has never been survey-|
Gd **with a special reference to the practicability of|

\mercial center and most populous and wealthy por-||

ing for water to supply arid deserts, in publish
ling immense reports and illustrated narratives, in
|picturing mountains and plains, men and beasts,
birds and insects, to give attraetion to the route,
while the first section of the Central route, East of
the Rocky Mountains, for 800 miles has never had
the first foot surveyed or the first dollar expended
on railroad explorations. The Sccretary of War
[thus briefiy sums up the route by saying—** From
the Missouri river to the entrane: of the Black Hills
the route resembles others from the Mississippi to
the Rocky Mountains, fully discussed elsewhere and
ineeds no special mention.” and again—‘ About
one-half the route in this latitude (41 and 42 deg.)
extending from the Misseuri river to Fort Bridger,
has not been explored.” Buat we find that the route
hzs been travelled over and reports made by Col.
Fremont, Capt. Stansbury, Licut. Warren and Capt
Lander. Ve have also to guide usin the inves
gation the information derived from nnmerous pri
vatesurveyors of great experience, who have trav-
lelled over the route and are familiar with all the
facts which a cursory view and observation would
give. The Platte River having its source in the
|Rocky Mountains, and flowing Eastward, empties
{its waters into the Missouri, féurteen miles South of
the City of Omaha. Twenty miles West from 1ts
jii ction with the Missouri it bends Northward and
s twelve miles North of a direet West line trom
iy city. Twenty miles due West we enter upon
the great Platte Valley, which cor-tinues unob-
istructed by any obstacle, and carries us to the very
igate of the Rocky Mountains. Nowhere else upon
the American continent can be found, for an equal
distance, 1 facilities for the construction of «
|railroad ; scarcely any grading would be requireda
for a distance of 520 miles ; from that point West
|to the summit of the Pass, the Secretary of War
says—** The work is assimilated,in amount, to that
lof the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.”?
“ From the South Pass to San Francisco the route
|was surveyed by Lieut. Beckwith, which resulted
jin the discovery of a more direct and practicable
iroute than was believed to exist from the Great
iSalt Lake to the Valley of the Sacramento. Sinece
his report was made, a brief communication from
deut. Steptoe, commanding the troops in Utah, has
lannounced the discovery of a still more direct route
ifrom Great Salt Lake to San Francisco;” and yet
more recently Col. Johnson, now commanding in

] lug\'e M‘eni‘utteminn to the following reasons which have in-||Utah, has digcovered and used a route from Fort
the public mind, and||/duced them to believe that the route Westward via||Bridger to Salt Lake, which materially diminisbes

{the length and lessens the difficulties of construc-

Our examination of the subjeet will be limit-{|able counsideration, over either of the remaining||tion. The conclusion which we arrived at from

Ithese facts is, that if the Central rcute had the same
lamount of care and scientific effort bestowed upon
lit which the extreme Southern route has received,
it would be proved to be far superior in every re-
spect to any route within the present limits of the

iv)‘lm'lf‘ country, North and South, the Atlantic and| constructing a railroad, and the reports do not con-||United States.
I dt"‘l': (‘»()«‘l.\l‘s, un_d Ihc_umm‘r ar-d heart of lh}: Amer | tain all the details neecssary to the elucidation of{; Your memorialists do not consider it within their
ican Union? which will most subserve the interests| the sul ject.”” In this respect wel abor under a dis-[)province to enter into the details of the construction

ufvcmnnwrcc ? which will most subserve and isbest
adapted to the neces sof Government? Weun
hesitatingly reply—the Central route ; and present
in verification thereof the following facts:

Assuming the outlet of the great Platte

v Valley,
which

is situgted in latitude 41 deg., as the initial

jladvantage in comparison with the extreme Nerth-|
{'ern and Southern roates.  The Northern route has|
| hed a fuir and—for all preliminary purposes—asuf-
|ficient exploration. The Southern route has bad
[ many surveys to establish its possibility, and money
jiwithout limit has been expended in post-roads,

wr' the several routes, but will present in a commer-
lcial and national point of view the advantages
|which we claim for the Central route West, Among

{the most prominent of these is the fact, that the
J‘ru\m: via the Platte Valley can be and will be made
s€
J

1f-sustaining by the local trafficalone to the South




T :
Pass. Sofar as your memoriali are aware, this|/the Platte Valley in the ensuing Spring, will rival|
is not claimed, and® certainly is not susceptible of| |in numbers and value the caravans of Asia. |
proof, by either of the other routes, for an equal dis-|| Thus the railroad cun self-sustaining on the
tance on their line West. From areful and soil of Nebreska. and, continuing its Westward
liable estimate which your memorialists have made,||course, enter the South-east corner of Oregon, :
we find the 1 with its xtending one 1 through Utah—now nu
tributary s two t a population 5,000 per will pass ¢
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become
Uii Evenifar ad was commenced
now, wnd prosecuted with all available
speed, it would not be completed in time 1o satisfy
the commerce. The Platte Valley is

beceming the of settlement in the far West. of war, and not difiuse its refits as|
Kust of the 1 3 yuntains. But a few months| cquitably throughout the country as the route de-
past, there came uncertain and dubious news, at| scribed. |
frst, of anauriferous region. teeming'with precious! Butif all these advantages are to be
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uncertain : nd yful
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ConLLIC 1 vast gold
stretchirg, for a surety, some 3C0 miles in
along the sources of the Platte,and probabl
the whole range of mountains to our Northern limit )
is rich in mineral wealth. The public mind is cog-|[firmly, with an abiding faith that we will receive
nizunt of the fact, and emigiation has already turn-{jat the hands of the united Representatives of the|
ed its face, onward, towaid the setting sun. Fromnation. and of a just, wise, liberal and enlightened
present indications, there will be a population of| (Government, the attention which our unrivalled|
100.0C0 personsin the minirg regions in 1860, Per-| advantzges entitle us to receive.
haps a State, full armed, without any preparatory Your
Territorial existence, will spring into being, and||province to enlarge upon the vast results which will
add one more star to the national galaxy. Thispop-| flow to the United States by the construction of a|
ulation, and this nascent State, will require a vast||railroad to the Pacific ocean. The commerce of|
amount of transportation to supply them with the||that vast sca, of China, Japan, and the Amoor rive:
products of Eastern industry and commerce. Al-|jand other countries of the East, would appertain
ready twenty dollars per hundred pounds is freely| alike,and the arguments apply with equal potency
ofiered for transportation to the mires, and the ':n‘-i to any railroad North or Seuth. But as a measure
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WILLIAM A-GWYER,
G.C. MONELL,
A. D. JONES.

of the subject requir
vorable determina
ever pray.

the V:v‘:‘llkl I;r 1

ccording

yould i 8 I th
and the cost of sonstruction-
to L per mile estimated by the
artment—to, > hun d and six millions of

Acting-Governor Morton offered the following,
which wus adopted :

ResoLvep ; That a copy of the slemorial adopted
be sent to the Governors, Senators and Representa-
tives of the several States and Territories named
therein, and also to all the Counties of the Terri-

ry, to the Mayors of the respective cities men-
tioned, and their concurrence and co-operation
requested in furtbering the subject matter of the
Memorial.

I certify that at a Territorial Convention held in
this city Jaruary 29th, 1859, the foregoing Memorial
was unanimously adon

T, H

ed.
OBERTISON, Seeretary.
Omana City, Feb. 8, 1859.
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