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2 We give place, with much pleagure,
%0 the following able communication from
the pen of an eminent gentleman who hag
bestowed much study upon the rights and re-
lations of slavery in the territories. We re-
gard his appreciation of Judge DoveLas as
eminently just.’ The writer, however, sug-
gests a theory relative to the rights of slave
property, about'which we express no opinion,
a5 we have not given it that mature reflection
which the importance of the subject de-
mands :

HON. STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS.
YHE OPPOSERS OF THE DEMOORACY OPPOSE HIN.

It is most frequently the case that moderate
&nd just opinion, which holds the scales of
justice even between contending extremes, ig
most mercilessly belabored by both. So it
has been with Senator Douglas in the matter
of slavery in the territories. His Democratic
friends have stood by with folded up armg
#nd in. almost total silence, and seen and.
heard him misrepresented by the Whig jours
nals, as worse than Seward, when they them-
selves are no better than either, and not half
g0 favorable to the South as Douglas is. The
Southern opponents of the Democratic party—
not so much, probably, to injure Douglas ag
to injure the Democratic party—charge him
with ‘heresy,’’ in that he advocates popular
sovereignty, which. they call squatter Sover-.
eignty, whilst they qught to know the strong
difference that the one applies to the time
gjter and the other, to the time before the tergis
tory is organized by Congress.  But let that
pass. The point is that his Southern revilerg
charge him with heresy fraught with danger
and death to Southern rights, in that he

“'claims that popular sovereignty displayed in
territorial legislation, is competent to passlaws
unfriendly to slavery. On the other side, the
Black Republicans abuse him, because whilst
he admits the power in the territorial legis-
latures to pass laws unfriendly to slavery, he
will noi—as Hon, William Vandever, of Iowa,
in Congress complains—he will: not defend:
Sheir right to pass such laws. So he is bes
tween two firest—both stealthy, and neither
the fire of thelflint of truth. Each sends
forth the lurid light of gross error. His po-
sition, in his own words, as uttered by him
in 1858; is: ‘I AGREE THAT THE OWNER OF
BLAVES HAS THE SAME.RIGHT TO REMOVE TO THE
TERRITORIES, AND TO CARRY HIS SLAVE PROPERTY
WITH HIM, AS THE OWNER OF ANY OTHER SPECIKS
OF PROPERTY, AND TO HOLD THE SAME SUBJECT
TO SUCH LOCAL LAWS AS THE TERRITORIAL LEGIS~
LATURES MAY ( Z28) constitutionally pAss.”’

The only question between Judge Douglas
and any man in the South, is between him
and the man who 1s TRUE 10 THE SoUTH ; and
no other. We mean, true, in doctrine as well
ag desire. That| question is, what laws can
the territorial authorities, bé that authority
legislative or conventional, constitutionally
pass? He says that slavery will (as it ought
to be) regulated by climate and produc-
tion and interest, and not by legislation.—
Of necessity, it must be inferred that he refers
%o title to slaves as property, when he thug
says that it is not a subject of legislation. Tt
must be inferred that he refers only to title or
ownership ; that is, that the territorial owner
of slaves cannot be subjected to confiscation
or direct deprivation of his property by legis«
lation. Tt must be so inferred, because such
property, or any other, can only be a subject
of legislation as to title to it or as to the pos
dice laws to regulate it ; and he says that it is
competent to the territorial legislatures to
subject this property, as other kinds, to uns
friendly police legislation. Therefore, he says
that slave property in the territories is not a
subject of ordinary legislation as o title to it.
In the territorial [condition, the man of the
South can claim np more, or if he does, “‘he
reckons without his host.”’ The owner of &
glave in a territory can certainly be on no
surer footing than'in a State. In a State, ag
everybody knows, | the owners of slaves might
be deprived of police laws friendly to his
rights of property, The power to withhold
guch laws, exists, and there is no remedy in
our system, butin public opinion or only else
in an appeal to the general government to .
enforce, by some method yet undevised, the
constitutional guarantee of ‘‘republican’*
freedom of rights of property. Whilst Judge
Douglas concedes the power to withhold
friendly legislation, ‘‘he does not defend the
right to do so”’—as Mr. Vandever says, truly.
Then, we demand to know of those who do
not misapprehend Judge Douglas, what does
the South demand'more than ke accords ?—
Nothing more, we confidently submit to a
Jjust and candid public,. is left for the South
to complain of in| Judge Douglas, than is
found for like complaint against all her own
statesmen who do not take the ground that
sglavery is encased! within' all the legal de-
fences of property, and must be so encased as
long as the Constitution of the United States
shall remain unaltered.
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