5602 Blackstone Avenue.

Dear Helen; -

I feel the most guilty person in the
whole world. Think of your having written me a
postal and & beautiful letter both of which I
have not snswered before now. Helen dear, I did
love hearing from you, both I have heen so wildly

busy moving and attending to my finaneial affairs

and rehearsing "The Nightingale" that I am really

worn to a frazzle, end havent a decently coherent
thought left to put into a letter.

It was adorable of you to visit Miss Sars
It touched me deeply to hear sbout her. I did not
know of her accident; please give her my love and

tell her I was so sorry to hear about it.




WHen are you coming back to Chicago ?Soon I do
1ope as I want you to be near me in my new home. It seems
o me a very sweet, homelike little nest, and I hope to
ret much comfort and contentment out of it. In my mind I
ave been planning all sorts of nice little times you end

are to have when you ecome Yest. Now if Uncle Rollin is
"full" you can just ring my bell and say "here I be", and
h) such a wleocome as you will get.

Helen dear, you were very sweet and comforting to
ne when last I saw you----like 0il on & burn. I do wish I
could see you oftener. The days are'nt so bad, but the
nights especially at five o'clock when his key used to

slide into the lock are beyond words. Vere ti not for “ery

I should never be able to stand it. She is the greatest

comfort in the world; she makes my life bearable. Lvery

night I thank God for her----she is one of the finest

characters that ever lived---almost perfect human , and




completely perfect as a friend.

My "Nightingale" bids fair to be a success. It goes

just beautifully. The girls have been endlessly kind and con-
siderate of me, and are working like troopers to do their besti.
The plan itself seems to be rather a good one. 1 shall send you
clippings from the Maroon, if there are any.

Write to me as often as you can---I know you are busy,
but I do love your letters. I cannot tell you how I want to see yd
you. Any chance Easter?

¥ith a heart full of love,

Faithfully,

Feb, 6, I9I8.

Chiceago,Ill.
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5602 Blackstone Avenue.

Dearest Helen;-

1 dare say sbeut the most untactful, unfriendly thing a person
can do is te answer a letter teoo promptly. Theretere, mes excuses s'il vous
plait. The reason fer this unseemly cenduct is that if it is net tee late
L sheuld very much like te have a cepy ef the Cellege News that had my letter
in it; and why----7 Because i dent remember what i wrete yeu and weuld iike
te have my ewn impressiens er the University while they were fresh----they
have changed and beceme blunted in the meanwhile. If 1t is net tee much
treuble will you send me a cepy of that editien ? Thanks ewfully.

Perhaps i+ told yeu---perhaps 1 did net tell yeu that 1 have charge
of W 41 every Wednesday afterneen from one to six. Thereby hangs many a tale.
1 have had my.troubles of varieus kinds, but aise my cempensatiens. Une et
the greatest things this job has dene feor me is te cure my of my desire te
ebtain a higher degree. rrom what L can see of the "grads" their seuls have
turned inte paper and their brains inte dust. their livers are ail eut eof
erderg end the jaundice has reached their dispesitiens----net all et them,
but mest et them. L tind them querelcus and small-seuled and pettish ever
every little circumstance which they consider their "just due". My great-
est aversien has been enge Miss Meinhardt. Perhaps yeu knew her ; if se I
need add little te the picture, but fer tear she may have escaped yeu i must
receunt i:v;.xwor my adventure with her.

1 must prefece all this by telling yeu that when they set me te work
in W.41 ne one theught it werth while te instruct me in my duties. They just
put me there and let me werry aleng as best i ceuld. Since L had had ne pre-

vieus library experience the first few weeks were extremely trying te say the
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least. 1 did net knew the pleve o1 a single beek ; 1 did net knew the acces-
siens system ; 1 did not knew the charging and charging eff system fer the
beeks in circulatien ; and all areund . had & very hard time. Mest ef the
students were patient and heipful----all, in ract, save the Meinhardt. this
tiend invented every methed te make my li.: miverablie . I steed he. fer
feur weeks witheut a murmur, but last wednesdey i1 leaid her lew. The tale is
werth repeating 1 think.

1 was seated at my desk reading---all was calm and the etmesphere
as fetid as usuel when at tive minutes te three the deer opened and twe
rather reugh lLeeking meng§ ceme te the desk. They asked ter a certein "Mr Esshef'
I teld them he was net in the reem. then fellewed a rather lengthy conver-
satien abeut him and his whereabeuts. During this interview L heard a sharp
repping en the table behind me. Leoking areund I saw the Meinhardt knecking
her pen against the table. i theught "hew silly; yeu'll break it". As I
went en talking the rapping increased in velume and rapicity. Then the
theught cawned upen me-----she was repping te keep me quiet., The men had
teld me that they had ceme "en gevernment business"----the thoug.t ef that
Hun}ry1ng te step me from carrying eut my business sent my Spenish bleed
rgeing and rearing threugh my veins------ ivs 1 exploded with rage. 1 turned
sharply in my; chair. "%hat dees t..is mean, Miss Meinhardt ?" I said with
ne sweetness in my tene. "Yeu are making a nocise" she answered in her

detestaple thick Germen accent. " 1L am attena.ng te my business and 1 can
net be disturbed----if yeu have any cempleints kindly make them te the
head ef the library, but in the meanwhile de net attempt te interfer with
my affeirs”. said I. By this time , as ,eu can well imegine W.4I was in

a "state",

After a while it became necessary for me te take the men te W.40

and while 1L was eutside the deor Miss Meinhardt ceme out ef the reem. She
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came up to me and began a harange. i stepped her shert and what I said te
her she will net frame as a testimonial te present when she seeks a pesitien.
1 teld her that as leng as 1 was head of W.41 L weuld run the place as 1
theught best. That as leng es 1 sat at the desk my authefzty was supreme and
that she would have te abide by my rulings and that whenever she reund sne
ceuld net de se she was at liberty te complain te heaa-querters----- end a
let mere intthat strain. Hewever te make a leng stery shert ( perhaps L havent
made 1t shert; however,to bring it te a clese) 1 went eut ef the reem ter a
while and when : returned the lady reared L had been te head-quarters and true
te Germen instincts she ceme fawning at my ear and said,” I hepe you did net
tell them anything bad abeut me dewn-steirs". I did not answer. She laid her
hand en my sheulder and said with a 'snake-like sibilant whisper" Dearie, I
leave 1t te yeur censcicusness that yeu de net say anything meen abeut me
in the effice” I never lecked at her but kept en reading as if she was net
in this werld.Then she apelegized prerusely, but L dian't deign te netice
her. Frem new en L have a teeling that 1 shall have ne mere treuble with
her. 1 tell yeu this leng rigamarel to shew yeu hew the taults er the natien
ere mirreeed in the individuai---she is the apetheSis er the Hun. The centre-
temps had a very salutary effect on the rest ef the reem----they eat rrem my
hand new like tame pigecns. iLf one is in cemmend they must cemmend er step
eut----etherwise autherity is a joke. Dees this sound like Junkerism ? I hepe
net.

But te ether things. Eleanor rellet and 1 have become goed tfriends
end I like her very much. She is dining with me tenight. I see Frank and Sam
and Mrs rlint every new and then---they are all the same as ever and will be
glad to knew that 1 have heard frem yeu.

Heward Mumferd Jenes did me a beautiful peem abeut "Don Quixete"
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which 1 am geing te de ter the uUniversity g% the benefit er the Settlement.
Mr Levett, Mrs Flint, Miss Wallace and a let ef the big peeple are backing
me'se the affair eught te goed with a bang. We plan fer it abeut next March.

Aagin abeut the campus. We ell have a teeling that we were being
ever-warred, but since peace has been declared the teeling is wearing eff.
S.A.T.C. still gees en, but there is a subtle semething that is net the seme.
Ve all pray tor the eld spirit te return, which it certeinly has net as yet.
I was quite meved by the repreef te the girls in Wellesley after the demen-
stratsen. That's all wreng, Helen. The worid 1s net the repressed place they
weuld make er Wellesiey, and atter aill we have te live in the werld as it is.
Of ceurse yeu have te begin te reterm the world by rererming the individual,
but they have net cenvinced me that the seul-cempressed persen is the mest
desireble individual, er that the werlid weuld be a better place 1t it were
ell "contrelled" and repressed.Pregress 1s built eut ef red bleed net eut
ef thin blue and white mixture. That is the compesitien ef peer milk net ef
neurishing steak. When yeu want te reise a beautiful rese yeu peur en greund
beef bloed mixture---noet water. Water makes weeds grew. L knew yeu need water
fer the reses as well as the bleed, but yeu de need the bleed if yeu are te
have the perfect rese; yeu cannet geﬁfby water alene.

I am ne believer in unrestrained emetienalism----thet leads te
Belshevism. But i de heariily believe in sunlight and freedem and a chance
te express ene’'s individuelity within the limit ef reasen.. suppese what I'm
really driving at is what the @reeks cailed the "Gelden Mein" (1'm net sure
my spelling is cerrect, ner am . quite sure it was the Greeks, but yeu get my
idea de you net?) L do net believe in either starvatien er in glutteny in the
emetiens er in any phase ef life----just eneugh Oh, Lerd.

New really [ must step. ‘his letter has grewn te disgraceful .iengin
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it is se leng that 1 am terribly ashamed et myseif. Thanks awfully ter reading
such a leng letter. Answer when yeu get time,

With leads et leve.

Nevember,twenty-sixth.
Nineteen hundred and eighteen.
thicage,ill.
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