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Preface

he Presidents of the University

of Chicago: A Centennial View”
concludes a series of four exhibi-
tions and accompanying cata-
logues organized in conjunction
with the Centennial of the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Previous
exhibitions have viewed the
University’s history through per-
spectives afforded by the faculty,
the student experience, and the
relationship between the Univer-
sity and the city of Chicago.

“The Presidents of the University
of Chicago” focuses on the dis-
tinctive contributions of the
University’s ten chief executives
to its development.

The presidents of the Univer-
sity of Chicago shared essential
values that account for extra-
ordinary consistency in the Uni-
versity’s mission over the past
100 years. A coherent vision of
intellectual excellence and com-
mitment to research informs
debates about education and
curricular developments
throughout the institution’s
history. The ten chief executives
have led the University of Chica-
go through periods of profound

changes in society, community,

and the relationship between
government and higher educa-
tion; growth in faculty and facili-
ties; and careful attention to
financial stability. Transitions
in administrative leadership pro-
vided the occasion for shifting
emphases among these themes,
with change viewed as a neces-
sary means to strengthening the
University’s position as an out-
standing educational institution.
“The Presidents of the University
of Chicago” traces this continu-
um in the careers of ten remark-
able individuals.

This exhibition, together with
the three preceding Special Col-
lections Centennial exhibitions,
received support from the Office
of the President. Jean O’Brien
conducted preliminary research,
and Kim Coventry participated in
the initial stages of planning.
The University of Chicago Maga-
zine and University News and
Publications provided assistance
in locating materials for the exhi-

bition and catalogue. Richard

Popp researched and wrote the
ten essays, and he organized the
exhibition.

Daniel Meyer, who edited this
catalogue and directed the pro-
duction of the exhibition, has
guided the entire Centennial
exhibition and catalogue series in
Special Collections. He brought
to this project an extensive
knowledge of the University’s
history and the archival collec-
tions documenting it. The result-
ing interpretive exhibitions and
accompanying publications, pre-
senting four critical perspectives
on the University of Chicago’s
history to a broad audience, con-
stitute an achievement consistent
with the University’s commit-
ment to excellence in all aspects

of its work.

Alice Schreyer
Curator

Department of Special Collections



Introduction

ﬂn July 1, 1896, the University
of Chicago commemorated the
fifth anniversary of its founding.
In preparation for this Quinquen-
nial celebration, University
officials considered which date
should mark the formal begin-
ning of the institution’s life. Sev-
eral events in the University’s
brief history seemed particularly
notable. The original Board of
Trustees had first met on July 9,
1890; the University’s certificate
of incorporation was issued by
the state of Illinois on September
10, 1890; and the first day of
classes on the new campus was
October 1, 1892. In the end, how-
ever, the date chosen to represent
the founding was July 1, 1891,
the day on which William Rainey
Harper had formally assumed his
duties as the first president of the
University. The selection of this
day as the University’s true point
of origin fixed the date of the
Quinquennial in 1896, and it has
governed the scheduling of every
successive anniversary cele-
bration over the past century,
including the Centennial.

The significance attached to
the beginning of Harper’s presi-
dency was in part a reflection of
the enormous influence he exert-
ed on the creation and shaping

of the University. Faculty and

students credited him with every-
thing both good and bad that they
saw in the raw, young institution,
and the same was true for many
observers at greater distance
from the muddy campus.
Harper’s educational plan may
have been more a skillful synthe-
sis than a radical departure, but
it won him an enormous amount
of publicity in the popular press.
When cartoonists depicted the
triumphs and foibles of the new
University, it was invariably the
stocky, energetic figure of Harper
himself that provoked the most
vivid caricature.

Harper’s fame was not an iso-
lated phenomenon. Beginning
in the period just after the Civil
War, American university presi-
dents acquired roles of increasing
consequence in national life.
Unlike their clerical predecessors
of the earlier collegiate era, the
new generation of university
presidents relished the growth
of higher education and avidly
promoted its influence in social,
commercial, and political affairs.
James B. Angell at Michigan,
Andrew D. White at Cornell,
Charles W. Eliot at Harvard,
Daniel Coit Gilman at Johns
Hopkins, and Nicholas Murray
Butler at Columbia were easily

the best known and most power-

ful of this group, but their success
set the pattern for academic lead-
ership at many other private and
state universities across the
country. By the time that
Woodrow Wilson, former presi-
dent of Princeton, was elected to
the White House in 1912, the
ascendancy of the university
executive had long since become
an accomplished fact.

For all its unquestioned bril-
liance and achievement, the age
of the great university presidents
was not without its tensions and
contradictions. Powerful presi-
dents provided visionary leader-
ship, but their actions also
intruded on academic custom
and provoked faculty resentment.
Students were drawn to cam-
puses in unprecedented num-
bers, but they did not all meet
traditional prerequisites for
admission or maintain a uni-
formly strong commitment to
the academic enterprise. New
departments, schools, and
research institutes were created
in abundance, but donations
from benefactors and appropria-
tions from state legislatures were
not always sufficient to sustain
their growth. Presidents them-
selves seemed to personify all the
virtues of scholarly reflection and

disinterested science, yet they



Brass plate from the door of the President’'s Office, Harper Memorial Library, ca. 1912.

also attracted the fierce judgment
of critics such as Thorstein
Veblen, who disdained higher
education’s “captains of erudi-
tion” as money-driven accom-
plices of the business elite.

At the University of Chicago,
these issues were made all the
more acute by the high purpose
of the original Board of Trustees
and the sweeping academic plan
of the first president. The Uni-
versity’s articles of incorporation
committed the trustees to support
an institution of higher learning
encompassing all levels of edu-

cation from academies and

preparatory training to profes-
sional and technical schools, and
to provide such “opportunities
for all departments of higher edu-
cation to persons of both sexes
on equal terms.” This broad
mandate was made still more
demanding by Harper’s elabora-
tion of programs and policies in
his series of Official Bulletins.
The University would provide
both undergraduate and graduate
education; it would appoint facul-
ty in twelve hierarchical ranks; it
would offer conventional courses
and seminars as well as exten-

sion instruction in classes, travel-

ling lectures, and correspondence
courses; it would support its own
publishing house and issue
scholarly journals; and it would
conduct its work on a year-round
basis without benefit of a sum-
mer hiatus.

For both the Board of Trustees
and the president, the Universi-
ty’s ambitious, nearly omnibus,
definition of purpose raised edu-
cational expectations to an
unusually high level while dra-
matically increasing the danger
of public criticism and potential
failure. Led by Martin A. Ryer-

son and Charles L. Hutchinson,



the trustees accepted the risks
because they were self-confident
and largely self-made business-
men and because one of the age’s
legendary successes, John D.
Rockefeller, had already made an
early commitment of funds. But
neither Rockefeller nor any of the
key trustees would have joined
the enterprise had not William
Rainey Harper agreed to accept
the presidency. None of the haz-
ards of an ambitious program
could be endured nor could
hopes for a great new institution
in the West be sustained without
the assurance of an uncommonly
gifted chief executive. At the
beginning of the University’s his-
tory, the future of the institution
was seen to rest in the powers
and character of the president
himself.

William Rainey Harper’s suc-
cess in recruiting a distinguished
faculty, cultivating donors, and
developing a comprehensive aca-
demic program exceeded any of
the expectations his supporters
may have held. Yet his adminis-
tration left a legacy of unresolved
questions that continued to con-
front the Board of Trustees and
Harper’s successors as president
in the decades that followed his
death in 1906.

The most important question
was asked first: was the Univer-

sity overextended? The Board of
Trustees shared the Rockefellers’
concern that the budget deficits of
the Harper years could not be
sustained. President Harry Pratt
Judson produced a budget sur-
plus and held the University to a
stringent fiscal policy during the
seventeen years of his adminis-
tration. While taking these steps,
however, Judson initiated what
was to become one of the Univer-
sity’s costliest efforts, the estab-
lishment of a medical school and
the creation of a complex of hos-
pitals and clinics adjacent to the
University campus. An extensive
public development campaign
in the 1920s, the first since the
founding, propelled the Univer-
sity’s physical expansion and
served as the core for further
growth in the decades after
World War Il. Despite Judson’s
expectation that a deficit would
not recur, budgetary restraint
itself was not always an adequate
prescription for success. Univer-
sity presidents continued to be
pulled by the competing values of
fiscal integrity, programatic
growth, and academic distinction.
Harper’s successors also con-
fronted the question of the proper
balance of undergraduate and
graduate programs. Harper had
made clear that the principal
work of the University was to be

faculty research and graduate
training, and Judson did little to
shift this balance. By the 1920s,
however, the uncoordinated state
of the undergraduate curriculum
and the marginal situation of col-
lege students on the campus
were attracting growing faculty
concern. Ernest DeWitt Burton,
Judson’s successor, encouraged
the comprehensive re-evaluation
of undergraduate programs, an
effort that continued with the
support of Max Mason and
reached its apogee during the
administration of Robert M.
Hutchins. Substantially altered
under Lawrence A. Kimpton and
revitalized under George W.
Beadle and Edward H. Levi,

the role of the College remains a
vital matter of debate on the
Quadrangles.

The increasing secularization
of higher education at the end of
the nineteenth century and the
University’s drift away from
denominational ties prompted
increasing questions about the
University’s obligations to its
historic base in the liberal Baptist
tradition. The articles of incorpo-
ration required that two-thirds
of the Board of Trustees and the
president should be members of
“regular Baptist churches.”
While Harper and Judson were
both Baptist laymen, Burton was



an ordained Baptist minister, the
only one to serve as president.
By the time of Burton’s adminis-
tration, however, the sharp limi-
tation that the Baptist require-
ment placed on the selection of a
president had become clearly
apparent. With the approval of
the Northern Baptist Convention,
the church membership require-
ment for the president was
removed in 1923, and require-
ments for trustees were progres-
sively reduced until by 1944
only one member of the Board
of Trustees was required to rep-
resent the Baptist Theological
Union, a provision which
remains in effect. Max Mason,
the first president selected under
the revised rubrics, was also the
first president not drawn from
the original faculty of the Univer-
sity. While denominational obli-
gations were reduced, University
presidents continued to come
from strongly religious back-
grounds: four of the ten presi-
dents have been the sons of
Protestant ministers, and a fifth
the son and grandson of rabbis.
Other questions directed at the
nature of the University’s mission
arose as well: what was to be the
University’s position in its urban
setting, within the midcontinental
region, and among its peer insti-

tutions elsewhere? Harper had

projected a network of affiliated
institutions at the geographical
heart of the nation with the
University at its center. This
formidable scheme foundered on
political and financial realities
and the competitive growth of
Midwestern state universities.
Nationally, the University’s
academic departments frequently
appeared at the top of compara-
tive rankings, but such eminence
came at steadily higher cost with
the rising competition among
research universities for the most
promising scholars. It was the
responsibility of Harper’s suc-
cessors to maintain both the
University’s distinction and its
distinctiveness in the face of a
constantly changing academic
environment.

Developments in higher
education and in American soci-
ety over the past half century
continue to pose difficult issues
for the University’s presidents:
the role of the federal govern-
ment, the demands of the politi-
cal arena, the character of gradu-
ate education, and the viability of
private research universities,
among many others. In con-
fronting these and earlier issues,

the University’s ten chief execu-

tives, for all their diversity of
background and training, have
shared a common perception of
the academic enterprise. No
political appointee, furloughed
general, or retired statesman has
occupied the president’s office.
The presidents have responded
as scholars, and in the continuity
of their response the University
has maintained its commitment
to the ideals of its founding chief
executive.

A final word of explanation is
in order. The first four heads of
the University all bore the title of
president. In the course of an
administrative reorganization in
1945, the title of the head of the
University was changed to chan-
cellor. This form was retained
until 1961, when the title reverted
to president. Despite the change
in title, the chancellor was as
fully the head of the institution as
were the presidents before and
since. The three individuals who
held the title of chancellor are
therefore included in this exhibi-
tion on “The Presidents of the

University of Chicago.”

Daniel Meyer



William Rainey Harper

18561906

Professor of Hebrew and the
Cognate Languages, Baptist
Union Theological Seminary
1879-1886

Professor and Head of the Depart-
ment of Semitic Languages
and Literatures 1892-1906

President 1891-1906

illiam Rainey Harper grew up

in New Concord, Ohio, in a
Scotch Covenanter family and
community that valued educa-
tion. He learned to read when
he was three, entered college at
ten, received a BA degree at four-
teen and a PhD at eighteen. He
also loved music, played the
piano with the college president’s
daughter, and led the New
Concord Silver Cornet Band.

In college, having mastered

William Rainey Harper birthplace, New Concord,
Ohio, 1919. Muskingum College acquired the log
cabin on the main street of New Concord where
Harper was born and in 1919 turned it into a
museum to honor their illustrious alumnus.

Photograph by Cox.

the usual Latin and Greek, he
began learning Hebrew with a
small class, and continued study-
ing privately with a teacher in
Zanesville, 18 miles away, for
three years while working in his
father’s store. In 1872 his family
sent him to Yale for advanced
study.

Yale was the first American
school to grant the PhD degree,
in 1861, and had conferred only
35 before Harper graduated in
1875. Lacking the background
of his older classmates, he
nonetheless caught up with them
and successfully completed his
dissertation entitled, “A Compar-
ative Study of the Prepositions
in Latin, Greek, Sanskrit, and
Gothic.”

Hebrew remained Harper’s
first interest. After teaching
classics at Masonic College in
Macon, Tennessee, and Denison
University in Granville, Ohio, he
was offered a position teaching
Hebrew at the Baptist Union
Theological Seminary in Chicago.
Still only 22, he was younger
than many of the seminary
students in his classes. In his
first year, he not only taught a
full schedule, but took classes to
complete a BD degree, and in
1880 he received a full profes-

sorship.



| have a plan which is at the same time unique
and comprehensive, which | am persuaded will
revolutionize university study in this country.

Harper transferred his excite-
ment about Hebrew to his stu-
dents, convincing them to take
classes in Hebrew, Sanskrit, and
Chaldee and to come back for
additional language sessions
during Christmas and summer
vacations. He arranged to use
the seminary building for his
own summer school, drawing 23
students the first year and 65 the
next. The success of the program
led to a second summer school at
Chautauqua in 1883. By 1889 he
had five schools in separate
cities, with courses covering
Arabic, Assyrian, New Testament
Greek, the Ancient Versions, and
the Old and New Testaments in
English. At the same time, he
founded a correspondence school
for those who could not attend in
person, opened a printing office
to publish lesson outlines and
manuals, and organized a group
of 70 professors in the U.S. and
Canada into the American
Institute of Hebrew.

As Harper became better
known, he began attracting the

William Rainey Harper

interest of Yale. The BUTS
trustees feared they could not
hold onto him and offered him
the presidency of the financially
troubled University of Chicago in
hopes that this challenge would
keep him in Chicago. Instead,
Harper accepted a chair at Yale
and took his schools and printing
office with him to New Haven;
the original University of
Chicago soon after foundered
in bankruptcy.

When the American Baptist
Education Society formed two

years later to plan a new Baptist

university in the midwest, Harper

was invited to join a committee
of nine to plan the institution.
John D. Rockefeller had met him

in 1886 and was impressed with

his energy and ideas. Rockefeller

supported the Baptists’ plans,
although initially only for an
undergraduate college, and
offered an initial $600,000 for
endowment if they could raise
another $400,000 from other
sources. A board of trustees was

formed in 1890, and one of their

—
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William Rainey Harper,
brochure for American
Institute of Hebrew,
Progressive Course,
Lesson 6, 1882.

first actions was to nominate
Harper as president.

Harper envisioned a univer-
sity, not a college, and would not
accept the presidency until he
was promised a free hand inde-
veloping the institution along the

broad lines he wanted. Addition-



NG ce1pt ™ e

Wulkow & Cornelsen, shipping receipt
Puckages and Express matters prompty forwarded to all poiuts of the globe

ut fixed through rates. for Berlin Collection books, May 23,
1892. Harper travelled to Europe in

August 1891 to confer with scholars

Flease refer to:

Wulkow & Cornelsen

General Shipping, Forwarding and Commission Agents.

Custom House Agency.
1. Klosterstrasse No. 1.

7 URG.
vl un efbe SO Boonnitnioy Soniasp 3

Tebegraphic Adedress
Walcornels Hnmbarg.

and promote the new University.
While there he arranged for the pur-
chase of the stock of the S. Calvary
and Co. bookstore in Berlin, which in
one stroke provided the resources for
a first-class research library.

the undermentic u»&]ﬂn kaged  for shipment per '()6’/7/’“' apt 7 Il‘Mn other steamer.
N s ) e Weigh Valee
CONSIGNEE o eskilpiiont : T | YRS
¥ / i i
» —
) 7 enit ity v b
\g AL b b0 S22 0

day); supervise the construction

BN, IFANY, ARE ADDITION AL AND MUST BE FAID BY CONSIGNER

and equipping of university

wpduy

Conditions and exceptions under which this
receipt is issued.

buildings, including classrooms,

apply ta
WLy .

ice for consigness!

laboratories, libraries, and hous-

ing for faculty and students; and

“Zape ), 9P 0§ A 0

O RS R SR 8
¥ ' Ca " Y S P (P / . e fo ‘ - w‘,‘j‘ ‘y“‘; — r. i3
B2 M it . fenn any cause what & § 3
- z . R ATy g W. &€ e = &
& e ®) ... g . g s ¥ A Ragt AC ] ]
= Stamp, Policy ATRE  Con. ot e e . e 8 2
. ‘ o | 8
3 SOMEARE + +.0 svcsaie s iasnn 5 v e < B o
‘S Total Hasi %/}/F/‘[&-—
— i o S Aulfow §8g:nden 37
) of effected Ly us unless we are expressly 7
lnstructed ::nr.:m' stem gt ; Mk.
I

al funds would be needed to sup-
port Harper’s scheme, and Rock-
efeller pledged another million.
Harper officially accepted the
presidency in April 1891 and took
office on July 1.

Under Harper’s plan, the Uni-
versity of Chicago would include
an undergraduate college, but
senior professors would be freed
from heavy teaching loads in
order to pursue research. In
addition, Harper projected exten-

sion work and a university press

as key elements of the University.
The adult education programs he
had developed as an adjunct to
his teaching would be given full
status within the university’s cur-
riculum.

While these plans were being
developed, Harper had to recruit
a complete faculty, amounting to
120 appointments by the time the
university opened; oversee selec-
tion of a student body (over 3000
students applied for admission,
and 520 showed up on opening

raise money, for the original
funds given by Rockefeller and
the ABES were quickly seen as
inadequate. Harper’s appetite for
work was legendary, both his
ability to plan large endeavors in
broad strokes, and his concern
for details, such as the planning
of the academic ceremonies
which he loved.

After the University opened,
Harper continued to develop new
departments, and in subsequent
years added professional schools
for medicine, education, and law,
primary and secondary institu-
tions which merged to form the
Laboratory Schools, and muse-
ums for paleontology, anthropol-
ogy, and oriental studies. Press-
ing the urgency of needs for more
facilities at the spring convoca-



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO.

CAMERICA Y INCORPORATED OCTOBER 3, 1891

Vol. V1, No. 17
sor. by Tum Guarac €

Copyright

CHICAGO, APRIL 23, 1892. e P gl sy

SUBSORIFPTIONS, $4.00 PER YRAR

William Rainey Harper,
The Graphic, April 23,
1892, cover.




Meacdsino of o Ml ',414;1.] ) Trhwates, . ﬂualw"p/b'u  Bliteeeln, sermons, and addresses, a thick
el wan' b Zu_a. & ‘ - ten-year report by the president
and deans on every facet of the

el iar a4, 2

Lk
*_c,‘_t * ’,(ﬂf/) _\K .ULet\l"ﬂ J

Tk ohasys anL ;S University’s activities and pro-

ok e » - .
o+ Ay ) Pl o - I M, e e grams, and a series of faculty
el

i a S prss (4: e publications which extended to
O nady El e
o B

{
\

YA
4{- e Axucu\‘akql:l atic

R el s ‘u(L(,\..—V
26 volumes. Cornerstones were

@

Jr : St So /.»--‘7 en K laid for six buildings, and an
Corentibilen (f«.n« ;"4(?“‘ K"C' ey i Linr "'t:‘ dditi n flh )
. addition to one of the women’s
/ s e An«u&& by g 3 on
iy e dormitories was dedicated.
i A ,[,j‘, P oV totaaa e

Summing up the accomplish-

ey, X o (A\L(( '
MF}—*@ e, ments of the University’s first

decade, Harper noted, “In these

. “A;_ e [JJ.Q [ | it Zor modern times ten years count for
o foskda Tag it

loe tude, vof thinp = Fosk o AL /7. as much as one hundred years
- i Fawal :éo Lo Castiiand did formerly.” Having seen
i F&uu bk, ettt 4 ) ) )
fe o olaf o - °5 ol LA tenat, B alrrats, foundations laid and “the super-
- [ tanea S — 3 z 3 .

‘hmt“l* e .- M ! structure erected in the rough,”

Ao (1\‘1( a Ca/uu{.u(‘"“ ' 7 o wL-\ )
% i akst t) a-. i Harper looked forward to the

flapibts | Lua fosirer

next ten years which he hoped

4 ,q‘,‘f,f"ﬂl-u/*‘ 5 ﬁ Ty “{C‘Z ‘2 rh/fm.z would bring “the development of
Couesfluom & ¢ i B 1(7 ! . '
g o a9 ot Ao *“:‘ ’ s e the aesthetic side of life and
N FTI AL
/ / By foroh . SNy SE T 0RO L L. thought.”
g < " (2
L/ Revex (‘CW PAvIRL b ‘W’I:A ;‘ A“‘( oeca. ’
he Qo ol »Z g Lo b weosl cenrr, Harper never completely
/)b af you ¢ e .

recovered from an appendicitis
attack in 1904, and early in 1905

William Rainey Harper, first convocation address,

January 2, 1893. One of Harper’s innovations was to hiS doctors [Old him they had
hold convocation each quarter rather than once a )
year. Although no degrees were given until the third found cancer. He continued to

convocation in June, Harper used this opportunity to

) i ) write, teach, and confer with col-
discuss progress and plans for the new University

leagues until shortly before his
death in January 1906. The Uni-

tion in 1899, Harper said, edge that old age is creeping versity community mourned the
“Patience sometimes ceases to rapidly on. We cannot afford passing of one who had in every
be a virtue.... Some of us who to wait for time.” sense shaped the spirit of the
ambitiously claimed to be young In 1901 Harper planned a institution.

men when the University opened Decennial celebration which

its doors must now acknowl- included a week of conferences,

10



NATURALLY THERE WAS A PANIC.

“Presidest Warper has_gone_enst"—News_liem,

President Harper speaking at Mandel Hall cornerstone
laying, June 18, 1901. Cornerstones were laid for

six new buildings during the University’'s Decennial
celebration. Photograph by Allen Ayrault Green.

“Naturally there was
panic,” Chicago Daily
News, December 9,
1904. Newspaper
cartoonists frequently
caricatured President
Harper chasing John D.
Rockefeller for money,
tin cup in hand.

11



Harry Pratt Judson
(1849-1927)

Professor of Political Science
and Head Dean of the Colleges
18921894

Professor and Head of the
Department of Political
Science 1894-1923

Dean of the Faculties of Arts,
Literature, and Science
1894-1907

Acting President 1906-1907

President 1907-1923

12

I.Iarry Pratt Judson was one of
many educators tapped by
William Rainey Harper to begin
the work of the University of
Chicago. A school principal in
Troy, New York for fifteen years,
and professor of history and ped-
agogy at the University of Min-
nesota for seven, Judson had the
breadth of experience Harper

wanted. Judson was attracted by

Harry Pratt Judson in China, 1914,

Harper’s academic plans, but
after visiting the “wilderness” in
Hyde Park which was to be the
University campus, he wasn’t
quite sure he shared the vision.
“There was much in the air, but
not much in the ground,” he
recalled later.

Judson’s reticence was
expressed too late, for Harper

announced his appointment to




The University for sixteen years has had a
balanced budget and the policy is so firmly
established that it is extremely unlikely that the

reverse will occur again.

the press before Judson had actu-
ally agreed to move to Chicago.
Sharing his apprehensions, the
University of Minnesota regents
granted Judson a one-year leave
of absence and invited him to
return in case the experiment in
Chicago came to naught.

After Harper himself, Judson
was in fact the second faculty
member to begin work in Chica-
go, arriving in June 1892 to help
organize the myriad details of
the educational program before
classes began in October.
Judson’s own field of study was
constitutional law and the history
of diplomacy, and he became the
first head of the political science
department. In 1894 he was
appointed dean of the faculties
and continued to work closely
with Harper on many aspects of
University administration for
more than ten years. As a mem-
ber of Delta Kappa Epsilon, he

was also instrumental in pressing

Harry Pratt Judson

for the acceptance of fraternities
at the University.

Once the terminal nature of
Harper’s illness became known,
Judson assumed an increasing
burden of administrative respon-
sibility. Appointed acting presi-
dent immediately upon Harper’s
death in early 1906, Judson was
named president in his own right
by the trustees a year later.
Judson’s conservative fiscal poli-
cies came as a relief to the Rocke-
fellers, who had grown steadily
more concerned about the Uni-
versity’s annual deficits. Within
two years of his appointment,
Judson brought the University’s
budget into balance, and he
maintained it in the black for the
remainder of his administration.

Judson’s cordial relations
with the Rockefellers led to his

involvement in several of the

family’s philanthropies, including

the Rockefeller Foundation and
the General Education Board.

Civic RgaDER

BY
HARRY PRATTJUDSON,LLD.

HEAD PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
INTHE
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

MAYNARD.MERRILL &C® NEW YORK

Harry Pratt Judson, The Young
American: A Civil Reader (New
York: Maynard, Merrill, & Co.,
1897). Judson wrote a number
of textbooks for school use on
the subjects of American govern-
ment and history.

13



Harry Pratt Judson, Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, Charles R. Crane, and
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. watching “The Gift,” June 5, 1916. As part of
the ceremonies for the University’'s Quarter-Centennial celebration, an
elaborate masque with 250 participants was held on the grass in the

women's quadrangle. In the foreground are women students with
colored ribbons in their hair to designate their classes.



Ida Noyes Hall Guest Register,
inscriptions by LaVerne Noyes,
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In 1914 he travelled to China as
director of the China Medical
Commission, which investigated
medical and public health condi-
tions and evaluated needs for
medical schools and hospitals.
The work of the Commission led
to the establishment of the China
Medical Board and the creation of
Peking Union Medical College.
At the University, Judson
presided over a period of consoli-
dation and sustained growth for
the young institution, as the bud-

248+
/

get tripled and the student body
grew from 5070 to 12,429
between 1907 and 1923. New
buildings for geology, classics,
and the general library were con-
structed, and thanks in part to
the personal contacts made by
Rebecca Judson, a lavishly deco-
rated center for the University’s
women students was completed.
The dedication of Ida Noyes Hall
in 1916 provided a centerpiece
for the University’s Quarter-

Centennial, a celebration which

honored the institution’s accom-
plishments and confidently pro-
claimed its future promise.

The year 1916 also saw $5.3
million raised by the Judson
administration for a new medical
school and hospital, as well as
the groundbreaking for a theo-
logical building. Unfortunately,
the world war intervened and
delayed these and other plans,
which were not taken up again
until the 1920s. Judson enthusi-
astically supported efforts to aid

15



the war work. Students and fac-
ulty who did not enlist in the mil-
itary, the ambulance corps, the
Red Cross, or the YMCA were
encouraged to drill on the Uni-
versily’s athletic field. Faculty
members used their special skills
in military or homefront activi-
ties, including cryptography for
U.S. Military Intelligence, eco-
nomic consulting for the U.S.
Shipping Board, and scientific
work for the National Research
Council. Judson himself served
on the draft board for northern
Illinois, and in 1918 he visited
Persia with the American-Persian
Relief Commission, which aided
Syrian and Armenian refugees
who fled the Turkish and Rus-
sian armies.

Judson retired in 1923 at the
age of 73, assured that the Uni-
versity was on sound financial
footing and that its future was

secured.

The French Mission passing Foster Hall,
May 5, 1917. In a display of loyalty to the
French during World War | President Judson
and Martin A. Ryerson escort René Viviani,
former premier of France, and Marshal
Joseph-Jacques-Césaire Joffre from the
President’s House to a luncheon in
Hutchinson Commons.
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Ernest DeWitt Burton

1856-1925

Professor and Head of the
Department of New Testament
and Early Christian Literature
1892-1925

Director of the University
Libraries 1910-1925

Acting President 1923

President 19231925

[rnes( DeWitt Burton was born
six months before William
Rainey Harper, and their careers
paralleled each other in several
ways. They met while Harper
was teaching Old Testament
Hebrew at Yale and Burton was

teaching New Testament Greek

nearby at the Baptist seminary in
Newton Center, Massachusetts.
Sharing repect for both conserva-

tive values and the new tech-
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William Rainey Harper to Ernest D. Burton,
telegram, March 4, 1892. Harper first approached
Burton in the spring of 1891 about coming to
Chicago. Burton was reluctant to leave a very
good position at Newton and wanted specific
commitments about responsibilities and salary
before agreeing to move. Harper would not
relent, and Burton finally accepted on March 24.

niques of “higher criticism” in
Biblical scholarship, it seemed
natural that Burton should join
Harper’s faculty when the
University of Chicago opened.

Son of a Baptist preacher,
Burton grew up in Ohio, Michi-
gan, and lowa, and attended col-
lege at Denison University, grad-
uating in 1876. After teaching for
several years he decided to enter
Rochester Theological Seminary,
where his brother served on the
faculty. Uncertain about his
career goals, he thought first of a
foreign mission, but his health
would not permit it. He taught
Greek for a year while his pro-
fessor was on sabbatical, then
sought ordination and a position
in the ministry. Before he located
a parish he was offered a profes-
sorship at Newton Theological
Institution.

When Harper began assem-
bling the faculty for the new uni-
versity in Chicago, he offered
Burton the head professorship of
the New Testament departments
in the University and in the
Divinity School. Burton was not
easily convinced, however, and it
was only after protracted negotia-
tions that Burton agreed to move
west. Explaining his decision to
the students at Newton, Burton
said:
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Carter H. Harrison and Ernest D. Burton at the Chicago-lllinois football game,
November 8, 1924. Although Burton knew little about athletics before becoming
president, he soon realized the importance of football to the University’'s image.
Shortly before this game, plans were announced to build a new football stadium

with double the existing seating capacity of 32,000.

If I read the signs of the times
aright, the battle of Chris-
tianity in this country for the

next quarter century is to be

waged somewhat more fiercely

in the Mississippi Valley than

on the New England coast.
And in the Mississippi Valley,
perhaps no place will be so
nearly the very heart and cen-
ter of the conflict as the city

of Chicago. ... I have always

advised on the principle that,
other things being equal, the
place that was nearest the edge
of battle furnished largest evi-
dence of being the one to which

Providence called.



Burton was a prodigious writ-
er, publishing serious biblical
studies as well as popular books
and manuals for church and
school use. His exhaustive lexi-
cographical analysis of three
Greek roots, Spirit, Soul, and
Flesh, was merely the back-
ground research he felt was nec-
essary before he could finish his
real project, a commentary on
the epistle to the Galatians.

In 1908, Burton was chosen to

head a commission to investigate

Hade A,
Yuwrrnk Luinr . 4
W»&, /w

Wb nas yvig ]

)y OV

o Nt st kol
000 - Do SR e T

Lt o e O axd THres
ot (2 Mo Laey | bl ),
vehny Sevkicy Gy Crup P,
win¥ Rneeian 17 Tl |
)M,L:JI\A—»»’, lony by Frreril

Hetvt ancAorn tdosTtrr Hon imis.

W P Iix,.‘\‘h(,:’ ferr [ -, 1

20

educational, social, and religious
conditions in the Far East. John
D. Rockefeller had received
repeated requests from mission
boards, the international YMCA,
and other bodies to assist in their
work in China and other coun-
tries. Rockefeller agreed to fund
a study of the current situation, to
be sponsored by the University of
Chicago. In joining the commis-
sion, Burton fulfilled his long-
held wish of going to China and

assisting foreign missions.
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Burton travelled by way of
England, Turkey, Egypt, and
India, conferring with leaders
there, and then spent six months
in China, including a two-month
trip up the Yangtze River to
Chengtu, the capital of Szechuan
Province, where a Christian uni-
versity was contemplated. On his
return he visited Korea and
Japan. The lengthy and detailed
report he compiled was never
published, but it formed the basis
for work by the Rockefeller Foun-
dation for the next two decades.

Burton had been involved in
libraries since working as a stu-
dent assistant in college and had
managed the libraries at Newton
and in the Divinity School. In
1910 President Judson asked him
to become director of the Univer-
sity Libraries. He had chaired a
commission to prepare plans for
a library building in 1902, but the
project was tabled when Harper
became ill. Funds gathered after
Harper’s death made the building
possible, and Burton was placed
in charge of planning the new
facility.

Ernest D. Burton, notes on McCoy Hall
of Johns Hopkins University, February
13, 1903. Burton visited libraries and
other buildings on many campuses
while making plans for a new library
at the University of Chicago.



Martin A. Ryerson,
Ernest D. Burton, and
Frederick H. Rawson,
cornerstone laying for
Rawson Laboratory of
Medicine and Surgery,
November 17, 1924.
Built on the site of

the old Rush Medical
College building, Rawson
Laboratory was intended
to be the center for
post-graduate medical
research of the Univer-
sity’s medical school.
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research which the universities of the
country must undertake, to the resour-
ces which we now possess (approxi-
mately $54,000,000) there ought to be
added within the next ten or fifteen
years at least an equal amount, and
00 small portion of it should come to
us within the next two years.”

To give sharper definition to its
immediate task the Committee has
decided to undertake to raise the fol-
lowing amouants within the year 1925:

SCHEDULE OF IMMEDIATE NEEDS
End of i ion and h $6,000,000
Buildings for instruction and research:
Modern Languages . ... . $1,000,000

gh:einl.Sciewe.‘.. veres. 1,000,000
Y 4 4axase e
Ma(hen:ytiu, and bl
o ATTYTE 800,000
School of Education .. 1,000,000 4,600,000
The better development of the Colleges:
The Central Teaching
T R $1,000,000
Residence Buildings. . .. 2,000,000
Endowment of Adminis-
AR 500,000 3,500,000
Service buildings:

General Administration $1,000,000
Gymnasium and Refec-
tory for the School of
Education.........

400,000
Heating Plant. .

e 1,000,000 3,400,000
17,500,000

Ever since the carly days of President
Harper, when his series of revolutionary
manifestoes burst like bombshells on
the educational world, The University
of Chicago has sought to blaze new
paths. The mere size of the under-
taking has not deterred the Trustees.
Their action in fixing these amounts has
been guided solely by the inquiry,
*“What is needed to enable The Uni-
versity of Chicago to maintain its high
standards, and to expand its field of
service to the greatest possible uscful-
ness to mankind?” Judged by these
standards, the Program of 1925 1s,
in the view of the Trustces and friends
of the University, a challenge entirely
in harmony with the spirit of the past
thirty-four years.

1. THE UNIVERSITY'S NEEDS

The schedule of immediate needs con
sists of $6,000,000 for the endowmen
of instruction and rescarch, $500,00
for the endowment of administratios
and $11,000,000 for the construction |
buildings and maintainance therec
The need for these funds is pressi
and constitutes the crisis the Univ
sity is now facing. The money will

Departmental libraries were
scattered all over campus, and
each had its own collection poli-
cies and cataloguing system.
Burton plunged into reorganiza-
tion, considering it a pleasant
diversion from his scholarly
work. Some libraries were con-
solidated in the new building,
while information on all holdings
was brought together for the first
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time in a central catalog.
Burton hired J. C. M.
Hanson from the Library
of Congress, secured University
approval of the Library of
Congress classification system,
and supervised the creation of a
single integrated catalog for the
entire book collection.
Criticized by some for his
modern approach to biblical

PRELIM]NARY STATEMENT ISSUED py

A NEW EPOCH AT
THE UNIVERs[TY
OF CHICAGO

THE comMmrrrg
E
DEVELOPMENTON

1703 LYTTON BUILDING CHICAGO

“A New Epoch at the University
of Chicago,” 1925. This small
brochure laid out the Committee
on Development’s appeal for
funds to construct new build-
ings, raise faculty salaries, and
accommodate a student body
which had grown to 13,359
students.



| long ago decided that anything that could be
finished in my lifetime was necessarily too small an

affair to engross my full interest.

scholarship, Burton nonetheless
received strong support within
his denomination and served it in
many capacities. He was chair-
man of the American Baptist For-
eign Mission Society, helped to
found the Northern Baptist Con-
vention, served on its Board of
Education for many years, and in
1918 headed a commission to
promote unity and coordination
among the various missionary
and educational efforts of the
Baptists. At the same time, he
was a teacher and superintendent
in the Sunday School of the Hyde
Park Baptist Church.

Burton planned to spend his
last years completing several
lengthy research projects, but his
life took another abrupt turn in
1923 when he was asked to suc-
ceed Harry Pratt Judson as presi-
dent of the University. Already
67, Burton asked the Board what

Ernest DeWitt Burton

it expected from him as acting
president. After Board Chairman
Martin A. Ryerson told him the
word should be “active” rather
that “acting,” Harold Swift
recalled that while Burton “made
no answer at that time, his face
lighted up and his eyes kindled,
probably at the thought of some
of his cherished dreams.”
Although Burton was president
for only two years, he sparked a
period of expansion and change
that was rivaled only by the days
of the University’s founding.
Burton embarked on an ambi-
tious development campaign to
raise millions of dollars for
endowment and an extensive
building program. Plans for a
new medical school and hospital
which had been stalled by the

war were revived. Burton called
upon Franklin McLean, who had
overseen the construction and
establishment of Peking Union
Medical College, to use his expe-
rience in China to develop a
medical program in Chicago.
Burton also initiated comprehen-
sive studies of the colleges and
graduate programs, with an eye
to improving both their curricu-
lum and administration.
Although he had been plagued
with bouts of ill health through-
out his life, the presidency
seemed to bring Burton new
stores of vigor. However, with
little warning, an intestinal can-
cer was found in April 1925, and
within a month he was dead.
Burton did not live to see his
plans completed, but he set the
stage for an important new peri-
od of growth and experimenta-

tion at the University.
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Max Mason
1877-1961

President 1925-1928

hen Ernest Burton died in

1925, the trustees recognized
that he was the last member of
the original generation of faculty
members who could serve as
chief executive. Looking for a
new president outside the Uni-
versity for the first time, the
trustees sought someone young
and energetic, having solid cre-
dentials and commitment to

research, but with strong sympa-

thies for students and able to
make effective public appear-
ances.

After considering a number of
well-known university and col-
lege presidents, the trustees
found their man a short distance
north in Madison, Wisconsin.
Charles Max Mason, a mathemat-
ical physicist at the University of
Wisconsin, had little experience

in university administration,
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Max Mason greeting students, Chicago Daily News,
August 29, 1925. Reprinted with the permission of
the Chicago Sun-Times.



Albert Merritt Billings Hospital, ca. 1927. The culmination of more than ten years of fundraising and
planning, Billings Hospital was the first unit of the University’s medical complex to be completed.

but received high praise from his
faculty colleagues. He had man-
aged a huge research team dur-
ing World War I to develop sub-
marine detectors. And, he was a
vigorous competitor on the golf
course, to the surprise and
delight of some of the Universi-
ty’s benefactors.

Mason grew up in Madison
and attended the University of
Wisconsin. He was a champion

high-jumper, enjoyed sailing,

canoeing, and skating, played
bridge and billiards, and later
learned to play the violin. In
college he took an interest in
mathematics, and after teaching
high school for a year in Beloit,
travelled to Géttingen to study for
his doctorate with David Hilbert,
one of the most influential math-
ematicians of the early twentieth
century. When he presented an
elegant solution for his disserta-

tion topic in only two pages,

Hilbert said it was not sufficient
to earn a degree and gave him a
more difficult problem. After
several months of work, Mason
saw the solution in a dream one
night and wrote it up when he
awoke.

Mason returned to the United
States in 1903 and taught at MIT
and Yale before returning to
the University of Wisconsin.
Although his field of study was

pure mathematics, he was trans-
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It has been decided that the University of Chicago
is to be always in a period of development.

ferred after a year to the physics
department because of a vacancy.
He came to enjoy mathematical
physics, although he never
agreed with the new relativity
theory. He was the first faculty
member at the University of Wis-
consin to receive an appointment
as a research professor.

Mason took a leave of absence
during World War I to work on a
device to detect submarines,
which were wreaking havoc on
Allied shipping. Al a meeling
in July 1917 of the National
Research Council, Mason learned
of a detector developed by the
French navy which could pick up
sounds from submarine engines,
and he was assigned to head a
major project to design, test, and
produce a device which could be
mounted on navy ships. Mason
worked with colleagues at Madi-
son and successfully tested a pro-
totype on a raft in Lake Mendolta,
then travelled to the east coast for
further testing to make it func-
tional on the open sea. Mason’s
“hydrophone” was ready for

use within a year and was the
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Max Mason

basis for sonar equipment used
through World War II.

Mason took over the presiden-
cy of the University of Chicago in
October 1925. As Chairman of
the Board Harold Swift recalled,
“here was a president who was a
well-known scientist, who might
do things differently! The leaders
of the city became excited, and
the University became very excit-
ed. He handled himself well. He
met the public well. The idea
that a university president might
beat almost any member of the
Commercial Club in a golf game
was something new.”

The development campaign
begun by President Burton had
successfully completed its first
phase, raising $6 million for
endowment. The second phase,
to raise another $11 million for
new buildings, was ready to
begin. Although it seemed like
an abrupt change from his previ-
ous activities, Mason pushed for-
ward with public appearances,
speeches, and radio broadcasts to
raise money and public aware-
ness. Buildings were completed

for the Divinity School, the hos-

pitals and clinics, modern lan-
guages, and experimental zool-
ogy, and a new football stadium
was opened which increased
seating by 20,000. Work began
on new facilities for social
sciences, chemistry, mathemat-
ics, botany, and the university
chapel. Atthe same time over a
hundred new faculty positions
were filled, an increase of nearly
20 percent.

Much to the surprise of many
at the University, Mason resigned
in June 1928 to accept a position
at the Rockefeller Foundation.
He was chosen to replace George
E. Vincent as president, and
headed the division of natural
sciences until Vincent retired in
January 1930. In 1936 Mason
was invited to Caltech to assist
with the construction of the Palo-
mar Observatory. He became
chairman of the Observatory
Council when George Ellery
Hale, the original planner of the
facility, died shortly after Mason’s
arrival. Mason worked on engi-
neering and technical problems
with mounting the 200-inch mir-
ror and calculated compensations
for gravitational deformations as
it rotated. After the observatory
was dedicated in 1948, Mason
moved to Claremont, California,
and taught at Claremont Men’s
College for a year before his

retirement.



George Herbert Jones, Max Mason, and Henry Gordon
Gale, groundbreaking for George Herbert Jones

Laboratory, May 29, 1928. Jones Laboratory provided
new space for 100 research chemists and classrooms

for 200-300 graduate students in chemistry.
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Robert Maynard Hutchins

1899-1977

President 19291945
Chancellor 1945-1951
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William Rainey Harper brought
the University of Chicago
into being, giving it form and life
and mission. But it is the legacy
of Robert Maynard Hutchins
which is still avidly discussed
and debated. Although Hutchins
brought his own ideas and inno-

vations with him, he came to

embody the spirit of the Univer-

sity in a way no one else has
since Harper.

Hutchins was immediately
compared with Harper—young,
energetic, brilliant, charismatic.
Unlike Harper, though, he was an
iconoclast who ridiculed empty
rhetoric, shabby reasoning, and
institutions which did not fulfill
their promise. He could say, with
a straight face:

I do not need to tell you what

the public thinks about univer-

sities. You know as well as I,

and you know as well as I that

the public is wrong. The fact
that popular misconceptions of
the nature and purpose of uni-
versities originate in the fantas-
tic misconduct of the universi-
ties themselves is not consoling.

Late in life Hutchins mused
about his years in Chicago,

“Our idea there was to start a big
argument about higher education
and keep it alive.” The son of a
preacher, he portrayed himself as
a prophet without honor in his
own country, the lone voice of
reason in a world of mediocrity.
He often quoted a line from Walt
Whitman, and once suggested it
as a motto for the University of

Chicago: “Solitary, singing in the

Robert M. Hutchins and Maude
Phelps Hutchins on the steps of
the President’s House, 1929.



Oswald W. Knauth to Robert
M. Hutchins, October 17, 1939,
with handwritten reply by
Hutchins. After several sea-
sons of embarrassing losses,
the trustees approved Presi-
dent Hutchins’s proposal

to discontinue varsity football
after the 1939 season.

west, | strike up for a new
world.” Claiming that “thinking
is an arduous and painful pro-
cess, and thinking about educa-
tion is particularly disagreeable,”
Hutchins focused on the highest
abstractions—morals, values,
the intellect, the “University of
Utopia,” the “great conversation,’
and above all the study of meta-
physics—while others, he
claimed, preferred to deal with
“academic housekeeping.” In
fact he inspired a loyal cadre of
admirers and fans who spread
his gospel across the land.
Hutchins was educated at
Oberlin and Yale, and his speak-
ing abilities were already recog-
nized when he addressed the
annual alumni dinner during his
senior year. After teaching for a
year and a half at a private
school in Lake Placid, New York,
Hutchins was invited by Yale
president James R. Angell to
return as secretary of the univer-
sity. While working full-time,
Hutchins completed law school,

]

OSWALD W. KNAUTH

3166 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK

and upon receiving his degree in
1925 was appointed a lecturer.
Two years later he was made
a full professor, and he soon
received the additional responsi-
bilities of acting dean. In 1928 he
was appointed Dean of the Law
School. While there he helped
organize the Institute of Human
Relations and promoted the use
of modern psychological studies

to evaluate rules of evidence.

Oct

Hutchins concluded that the legal
rules were often based on faulty
assumptions about human
behavior, but also that psycholo-
gists had never studied the ques-
tion in a useful way.

Compiling a list of candidates
to succeed Max Mason after his
resignation in 1928, the Universi-
ty of Chicago presidential search
committee included Hutchins’s
name among other college presi-
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Robert M. Hutchins, Floyd W. Reeves, and John T. McCloy, University of Chicago Round Table,
“Should We Have Military Training in Peacetime?” November 26, 1944.

dents and deans. Although they
sought someone young, between
55 and 50, Hutchins, then only 29,
was soon dropped from the list.
His name resurfaced as the win-
nowing process continued.
Although Hutchins’s talents were
clear, some wondered if his expe-
rience and maturity were suffi-
cient. After a long interview

session, the committee was per-

suaded it was worth the gamble,
and Hutchins was elected presi-
dent in April 1929.

Hutchins gave 64 public
addresses in his first year at the
University, establishing a public
presence and identity seldom
equalled by a university presi-
dent before or since. Appearing
regularly on the radio, in the

pages of popular magazines such

as the Saturday Evening Post,
as well as at convocations and
alumni meetings, Hutchins per-
sonally represented in the popu-
lar mind the ideals of higher
education as well as the particu-
lar programs of the University of
Chicago.

Hutchins arrived during a
peak of activity on the University

campus. Buildings begun under



The purpose of the university is nothing less

than to procure a moral, intellectual, and spiritual
revolution throughout the world.

Burton and Mason were being
completed, and departments
were moving into new facilities.
The new, immense University
Chapel was finished only months
before Hutchins’s inauguration.
Years of planning for a new
undergraduate program were
culminating in a “New Plan”
which was nearly ready for
unveiling. Hutchins endorsed
the changes in the College and
adopted them into his personal
campaign to change American
education.

The Chicago College elimin-
ated grades and course require-
ments, replacing these with
broad-based general education
classes and a series of compre-
hensive exams. Hutchins advo-
cated the relocation of the BA
degree to the sophomore year of
college, focusing the bachelor’s
degree on general or liberal edu-

Robert Maynard Hutchins

cation, and leaving specialization
for the master’s. This plan had
been put forth by President
Judson fifteen years earlier, and
indeed harked back to Harper’s
plan for junior and senior col-
leges. Hutchins also became
known for his emphasis on the
“great books,” through the
evening courses he co-taught
with Mortimer Adler and his
support of the adult groups
which mushroomed through-
out the country in the 1940s,
although the University never
actually adopted the great books
program into its curriculum.
While Hutchins was best
known for his statements on
undergraduate education, one
of his most enduring reforms
at the University was the orga-
nization of the graduate depart-
ments into the four academic

divisions of the biological sci-

Hearings of lllinois Seditious Activities Commission, testimony

of Robert M. Hutchins, April 21, 1949, p. 54. Hutchins was
grilled concerning suspicious political activities of faculty
members, including Maud Slye, an emeritus professor of
pathology who had spent most of her career in the laboratory
studying the heredity of cancer in mice.

ences, humanities, physical sci-
ences, and social sciences, with a
separate College which unified
all undergraduate work under
one dean.

The one thing which drew
more attention than any other,
of course, was his elimination of
varsity football. Hutchins heaped
scorn upon schools which
received more press coverage for
their sports teams than for their
educational programs, and a run
of disastrous seasons gave him

the trustee support he needed to
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Lawrence A. Kimpton, Vesta Hutchins, Marcia Kimpton, and Robert M. Hutchins at the inauguration dinner for
Chancellor Kimpton, October 18, 1951.

drop football in 1939. The deci-
sion was hailed by many, but few
other schools followed Chicago’s
lead.

The Hutchins administration
spanned both the Great Depres-
sion and World War 11, trying
times for higher education and
the nation as a whole. Funds
raised in the 1920s and continu-
ing support from the Rockefeller
Foundation gave the University
a cushion many other institutions
did not have, especially in the
early years of the depression.

When war threatened, Hutchins

K
o

opposed it, but after the attack on
Pearl Harbor he offered the gov-
ernment the resources of the
University.

Millions of dollars in govern-
ment contracts poured in to sup-
port specialized training pro-
grams for military personnel in
languages, radio technology, and
meteorology, and for research
vital to the war effort. The Man-

hattan Project which developed

the atomic bomb was only one of

many projects operating on the
University campus during the

war years.

Photograph by Stephen Lewellyn.

By 1944 Hutchins again began
preaching for peace, and the
atomic bomb made his message
all the more urgent. After the
war he joined in the efforts of
the Committee to Frame a World
Constitution to push for a world
government, yet another appear-
ance of Hutchins’s resilient
idealism.

Hutchins was a strong advo-
cate of academic freedom, and as
always refused to compromise
his principles. Faced with
charges in 1935 by drugstore

magnate Charles Walgreen that



his niece had been indoctrinated
with communist ideas at the Uni-
versity, Hutchins stood behind
his faculty and their right to
teach and believe as they wished,
insisting that communism could
not withstand the scrutiny of
public analysis and debate.
He later became friends with
Walgreen and convinced him
to fund a series of lectures on
democracy. When the University
faced charges of aiding and abet-
ting communism again in 1949,
Hutchins steadfastly refused to
capitulate to red-baiters who
attacked faculty members.
Hutchins resigned in 1951 to
become an associate director of
the recently-created Ford Foun-
dation. In 1954 he took over

chairmanship of the Foundation’:

w

William Benton, Robert M. Hutchins, and Mortimer Adler with a presentation copy of

Great Books of the Western World for Queen Elizabeth Il, April 15, 1952. Hutchins

served as editor of the 54-volume series

Fund for the Republic, which
sponsored research on civil
rights issues including blacklist-

ing of Hollywood actors and free
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dom of the press. After many
years of planning, in 1959 he was
able to initiate the Center for the
<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>