 GLAD TO WALK IR AND c:uwrm

48 300 LaTef

MAUD 31
DIGNITY4YES THaTS WHAT I WANTe REUSEN LIKES DIGHETY. sntmzs His

MOTHER AND THEODORK

HATE -
THEODORA, I wmﬁn sEs GOT ENOUGH FOR THE WHOLE Wﬂﬁ.

MAUD
I WONDEE WHMAT SHE WOULD SiY Ir SHE COULD SBE NE DISHINF UP HBAGON
AND crrene?

- NATE .
WHO CARES WHAT SHED SAY?YOU JEST LOOK INTO THAT POT MITH THEM EYES
OF YOURS AND ILL DET TWO CENTS THERE 'LL BE A FLAVOR,TGJ THEN CREDS
THAT WOULD MAXE THEODORAS HMAIR RAISE WITH EN$Y, THAT IS nr T
WAS NATURAL HAIRe

;,mun[l uucmxaf 4
:u,. TRY NATE f/EXIT LeBen./!

NATE
YOU DONE A FIRST CLASS THING COMIK HERE TODAY DANLe I SEE !0133!:
SORTER PREPARIN HER FOR WHAT,XS GENIN I ENOW IS COMINg THE JUDGE
DONT WANT HER MUCH, THATS SETTLED IN MY MIND, OR HED BEEN ARTER
AFOHE THISe 9MELL 60 WITH ME TO HEMLOCK AND THE- AMONG THR FLOWERS

mummmm FRETTIN ARTER u&u. AND GROW UP J BEAUTIFIL

YOUNG WOMAN AND MAYBE SOME DAY ME 'Ll LARN HER REAL va*ww AND BE

MULLER HMB‘J’
NATE 1 &M MERY THANKFUL FOR ALL YOUR nmmaa TO MAUD BUT YOU MUST
LOOK TOR YOUR Rs\uan IN THE NEXT m%
HATE e

I CALCULATE TO GET SOME OF IT IN rms . IN SEEING THE ROSES COWE
BACK IN HER CHEEXS, NOT HMERE IN THIS CROWDED NOISY CIT¥yBUT WAY
OFF 1N THE HEMLOCK IN THE WOODS, WHERE THERES @OOD BREATHING AND
ANY AMOUMT OWSUNSHINE 70 BE HAD FR:E GRATIS FOR NOTHINGs

S i MAUD/ { ENTERS WITH DISH OF POTATOES
LeBsE /1 SEE FPATHER WHAT BEAUTIES, YOU LIKE THE witr T PrcxETs

»m you?

voice ffoursipel/
mmﬂm SEALED STAVPED AND DIRECTEDe THROWN IN WINDOW=-NATE @
PICKS UP THE LETTER =MAUD DROPS DISH h. AND RUNS TO GET LETTER RUH

- WAUDS  pANCING ABﬂU’tll
178 WE AT m@‘r. l KNEW IT WOULD GIVE IT TO ME NATE, ITS FOR UE,
NATES L am.mxm HER mx: READING rrll
'ﬂw ,m'a, THE DOCHYMENT,
MAUD
i mm IT 3 RNEW ITe REUDEN HAS SENT FOR ME, 1M colING HOME THIS
ﬂuﬁimum GIVE IT T0 ME NATE, I CAN WALT ARNY mnm.f /REACHES

et . RATR yL ’ N
e DONT BE 30 RAMPAGIOUS, SEE HERE AINT I BEEN A SORT OF
| TT0 YOU FOR THE LAST THRE: WEEKSe

MAUD
GIVE WE THE LETTER NATEs
A : NATE
mx In Boss i!-mm:: aing 1-7
NAUD
XES !sn, THE r,mm, MY LETTER= RCUSENS z.rmm,
= NATE

sm: mrw GET m Wﬁ"ﬁ TiLL, YOU WIPE OUT THE DIMAGE
; - mauddsurrriseplf
m &Em‘::*’ - % o

SEE PO

e L KOIRIOE S RSV PSSk, ST S PR

Linik e it

Akt o whagioh &
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= NATE 32
THE DﬁMAGEa LOOK ATE ’1‘1—18 CHOCRERY 1O0OK AT‘: THE TIKIERSe
MAUD/ /MERRILY PICKING THEM ur//
THATS BOON MENDED, iLL, GIVE YOU A4 CUPROARD FPULIL OF DISHES. AND A
NAGON LOAD OF POTATOES, IM GOING HOME HOME HOMEREUTEN HAS SENT
FOR MNEg’ {RUNNIRRGOFF LU Eeff
DANL, AINT SHE CUTE// READS ADDRESS/ M,W, CARE OF NATE HARPIN ESQ,
THATS FLAIN NUFF® AND CORDIN TO ORDER,ONLY JUDGE WAYNE HAPFENS T0
BE IN NEW YORKe AND THIS HERE STARTED FROM CROSS CORNERS YESTERDAY
‘cornIN IO THE POST MARK WHATS ON 'Te 18 THAT ‘CORDIN 70 REAMN’
; MULLER :
JUDGE WAYNE MIGHT MAVE WRITTEN THE LETTER BEFORE HE LEPT CROSS
GORNERS¢~17 I8 NOT AR ALL IMLIKELY,
NATE
YES THAT LOOKS REASONABLE, AND I7S SCRAWLY WRATTEN JES Yaxe A L
: nnuvan.ONbv ITS GOT A PECULIAR SWELL JES LEKE A WUSKRAT
| muBKER MAUD //ENTERS LigZeE 1
- pow 51VE 17T 70 ME NAGE.//TARES LEtTER// YES ITS HIS GAND WRITING
ID ENOW 7 ,ANONG A THOUSRND, / { EAGERLY TRARS IT OPEN //Dr:R DEAR
arunEN./ /rissEs EETTER//now THEN/ fopenine LeTTER! Loors AT IT-
STARTSS/  wHY= WHY THERE 1S SONE VISTAKE IT CANNOT BE, WHY THIS IS
~ Y LETTER.THE ONE I WROTE TO REUBEN.WHY HWET CANM 17 mman?
aumaznllaalau#l
u: m m 1 mm
: um
~ OH 1 ENOW NOW, ME DOSENT WNAT ME ME HAS SENT IT BACK WITHOUT A
WORD.NOT A LINEs MMNQ. m‘rﬂimnm su,.mca: 2S COLD HARD ZND AS
Tsmam AS THE AWPUL FEELING WHICH IS SETTLING mxcx is SETTLING
DOWN UN WY MEART. /. WEEPS AND DROPS LETTERIZ
: - muLLER {/picks 17 uplf
mox m,ﬁw cHILD, THERE I8 WRITING ON THE OTHER SIDE,
MAUD :
Rsa.n 8‘1‘ mmm. FOR MY EYES ARE BLINDEDg
MULLER/ / L00KS vmsr AT NOTj THEN AT -
uuun TuEN READS// AS YOU HAVE SOWN,SO SHALL YE REAPe
: maunfiwiLLe INTO w:s arusl/
pmm, n&m. :
MULLER
vlmm. HE NOT ONLY TEARS YOUR HEART OUT BUT TRAMPLES O IT,
m: SHALL ANSWER FOR IT {0 MEef { TAKES HAT AND STARTS FOR DOORIT
uEUD? FRESTRAINING HiInd /
~no FATHER §T MUST NOT BELNOT YOU= NOT YOU= 1 GAULD NOT LIVE ITF
HOU HARMED HIM. I MIGHT HAVE mm HE muw NOT TAKE WE BACK APTER
1 ::um ﬁwmxg HIN so.,
MULLER
Dlsmm» pin? ME 1s BveN WITH YOU NWE, THE VILLIAN, SHANE FOR
swﬁ; OH MY CHILD MY CHILDy ¢SINKS INTO CHAIR Ref/
MAUD
BUT HE DIDNT LOVE ME FATHER, HE COULDNT § THINK HE TRIED BUT
HE COULDNT, WHAT ELSE COULD we WRITE? /fTo NATE// o NATE I WILL
GO WITH YOU NOW, TAKE ME AWAY WHERE HE WILL NEVER HEAR OF NE /&AM
TAKE ME SOON FOR ! SHALL STIFLE HERE IN THE Lﬁﬂb ROAR OF THIS

CHEAT CITY. sAIENEELING BY WULLERS £  FATHER 1 A’i@ OING AWAY PROMISE
el

g YOU WILL NOT SEERK TO HARM mm.:ammhn ME
s—. DGEFORE YOUs ety : e
: HULLER ‘

I SMALL DIE HERE

1 RO tsz m.w.n

P

R R
R T iy

Y

i e th
WY TF WY TSNP S SRR R g BV
ey G it -













e
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"8 IT HEAVY r»zn,msm!miﬂ’

S HE P‘ms THE SAME TUNE OER mw
CAND fme.m THE FOREST FAIRLY. ROAR,

BU m HIS HUNGER MAKES MOV wtum.

e L o e e e

™ N, o b, AN el TSI, s, SRR ST 9,y 3 SR | T T e T ey
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5% oo g S e 34

: LimI=i=j-l=f=l=l~i=(=l=l=f=f=f=l-]= % % I I ; :
f‘"ng! 'E‘,‘Hf;‘, }_.:— 5 3: .f?!iﬂ“'ﬁ“ a}:'\-;. S | ':_u. . ¢ “2

MOUNT, IN PASS FULY, STAGEe WATERFALL BRIDGE T0 CROSS R 10 Ly RETUR l
“IECE TO €4 STEPS Cy ‘SET WALL UP LoSET TREE DOWN LRUSTIC BRMNCH ’
UNDER TREE, SET BANK UP R, SET COTTAGE PROM R Z2.,E TO R,8,8.~ ENTER
"HESTER AND JOHN PFREEMAN L,U,E, CRESS BRIDGE-FRERIN CARRYING MiLR
PAIL AND A FTISHING POLE IN SECTIOND,

’ MESTER : e i

Bl e R o dide il e

: ey ‘ JOHN FRESMAN :
O NOy NOT AT iLis B B

WELL THEY DONT IN HEMLOCK, ILL TAKE THE PAiL mwllmxzs 1IT/¥  AnD
In MUCH OBLIGED TO You /{x-s 1o corTacel/ A RECHON You mm wm-r
™ @ m. /ipuTs PRIL m:ll S
JON

nm ;. 1 DONT SEE HOYW ANY SENSETNLE PERSON WOULD CARE mm mt'-v
NING INDBORS SUCH A GLORIOUS NORNING AS 'm;s.

: HESTER
iTs pm*r MUCH THE SAME AS ALL THE NMARNINGS ‘cppT m 1T mma.

, HESTER

THE BEST ON IT IS 'mm, :
. JoMm 4

mm?l DIDNT KNOW THAT COWS GAvVE ro.A, 1
- HESTER
mm YoU= 1 HECKON YOU THOUSHT THEY GAVE sxnvpanx, i
'. o %
I Tulmk THr ¥ MO N 'rzm CITY, 3
: HESTER j

i

4

|

“

S0 RS EY VR

S S

AS FAR 48 1 ean SEE //ninp waisTius// S : !

. Jom
WHAT BIRD IS TNAT WHISTLING mmm? |
THATS TuE ARoWN THRASHER, MATE CALLS HIMe WAUDS WHISTLER * maun | §
FEEDS MIN THERE UNDER THE TREE AND HES COT S0 TAME THAT NE W¥rL 1]
MOST IAT OUT OF HER HAND, BUT ME WONT LET ME OR NATE 65T NEAR 106N

1T DOES. SERM AS IF HE KNOWED THE m.ﬂmumc wm T mmil

m
THAT E¥PLAINS THE MEANING OF THE PAPER I DICHED UP THIS mmm,
IT 18 A FOEM ENTITLED *E wrsTLER *?

1 nmu THATS somE w%‘mmm :

S soml/rResns romll
THE m:m SETS m:« THE TREDS AND TEETERS sLL ST IN THE BREnZE
HIS CLOTHES IS BROWN AND SRAY AND BLUE e
AND m OR THREE OTHER COLORS TOO

PRGNSR &

Blisl i

o

You mma HIN A MILE OR MORE,
“NO- Whm cmxm mmnm, =

......

HE ma ARDUND AND GETS A WORM, -
; HESTER At

‘ ,;‘@ma.;mar mn NATE, ,
mm FOR m%m mm,! el







- HESTER 38

W6 nOo, 1 MEAN THE POETRY 18 LIKE MHINM,

JON
WELL 17 1 CCAMNOT GOMMEND THE POETRY @ CERTAINLY D0 ADMIRE THE
2IRDS CHOICE FOR YOUR CHARMING COUSIN MAUDGI WISH I HAD A4 VOICE
AS POTENT AS MR WHISTLERS,

' ST BR :

1 THOUGHT YOU WAS RINDER LEARNIN THAT wA¥Y, 50 ILL TELL YOU A SECI®
RET IF YOULL KEEP IT, A MONTH AGO WE DIDNT SPECT AS HOW MAUD
WOVWLD LIVE, SHE LAY IN THERE WITH BR AIN FEVER A YANKIN HER HAIR
OUT BY THE HANDFULL. THERE WAS TWO DOCTORS NATE BROUGHT FROM SOME

'WHERE AND THEY SAID SHE WAS 3 GONER, YOU COULDNT CUESS tmxr MLED

HER CPULD m?
JOmN
MO 1 DONT THINK 1 COULD, WMAT wis iT?
HESTER
WELL IT WAS LIVE., UNRECIPROCATED LOVE, SHE WAS CRAZY FOR A HAN aS
DIONT CARE A BUTTON FOR HER, TWAS THE wuss ‘CASE OF LOVE STRUCK ‘1

| BVER Sav,

 HE CAN PUT UP WITH WMAT WEVE 0Of: HES ummm AND RF ITS SPORT

e e e i i A B s P P Jn" e e s 2 7 ‘ :—.»

JO¥
I can SER SHE BEARS ‘ma IMPRESS OF PAST SUFFERING AND ITS TARTLY
THAT THAT ATTRACTED ME TO HER MIGHT I ASK WHO 'nus uﬂsusscwrmw
van 1s? _

vou miour Askd/x=s To CoTTAGE// BUT I SHANT TELL YOU, I wouy DNT

LET YOU RMOW AS MUCH AS I DIDy ONLY X SEED HOW THINGS HWAS COING
HiTH YOUe
JOHM

& AH GREATLY OBLIGED 0 YOU PR THIS FRIENDLY MEANT WARNING

HESTER /{sioniricantiy?s
WE DONT WANT NO MORE NRAIN FEVER AROUND THESE [JREMISESS{/ ©xIT 1IN

‘:‘-'v'm'mas TR ING MILE PAILS

JOHN

‘3T NEEDED mwb'ro CONPERM MY SUSPICIONS THIS MAUD VALLACE WiOM
TUEY ARE HIDING HERE IN THIS LOVELY PL2OE, IS NO LESS A PERSON |
CTHAN MY COUSIN REUBEN WAYNES WIFEs NOW MY FIRST STEP WILL BE 70 ‘

A EN THE FIRLS CPNPIDENCE. AND IN SOME WAY MAKE KNOWMN: TO FMR HER
THAT 1 AM A FRIEND OF HER HUSBANDS m? SURPRISE MER INTO A CONFESS
ION OF HER IDENTITY, REUBEN WILI, BE m;az TOMORROW AND I MUS
PREAK THE PATH FOR HIM ./ fLIVELY WUSEC NATE ENTERS X "RIDNE FROU Ry
WiTH GUN ON SHOULDER BUNCH $F FLQWERS IN WUZZLE OF GUN, SEDS somd
(S NABE ; |
HoRNIN 'squIRe, !
Jorn |
mﬁ Mum NATE, YOUBE OFF TO THE WOODS mﬂ.
NATE :
YES ﬂ SEES GUN AGAINST TREE L, GOMES DOWN e,H* LONG AE’ORE%U R
YOUR EYES OPEN IVE BEEN WATCHING & DEER mqu'r A MILE UP THE i
Y 'rmns 4 GOL DARN BUBTUN POOTY FELLER SOOLIN ROUND THAR, g
L CUTE. RUT ILL FETCH WIN YET, 1 WANT [ FRESH RIT OF . |
vENISON m THE HOUSE FOR THAT FRIEND OF YOURN THATS COMING HERE 4
muifw ,53 HAINT man#s WHAT HES NAME WAS n&r. e |
mrm' 3*? wm, HIS NAME IS zm'ﬁgz HBE 18 A m:;wusm'rs JUDGE
- NETE '
sn ! DONT SAY 50,//ASIDE AND wInks// I KNOWED ‘t‘r ALL THE TV
faiowp 4 wELL SGUIRE 1 DiDNT +* 70 ENTERTAIN NO JUDGE BUT

-~







~ 36
AFTERy HE CAN GET THE TALLEST HIND OF HUNTIN AND riSHiN RIGHT HERE
JUDGE WAYNE,THAT SOUNDS KINDER #AVILIAR, THERE USED T0 BE A JUDGE |
IN CROSS CORNERS WHERE MY HEST R COVES FROM, ‘
JOMN : s
I THINK IT UWUST BE THE SAME. ; e ,
‘ NATE g $ : ]
SHOULDNT §ONDERy AND NOW I LOOK AT ¥ou *PEARS LIKE IVE SEED YoU
AFORE. AINT YOU THE GENTLEMAN I SESD WITH THE JUDGE IN NEW XER
vork TamouT six wsuks ago?
: JOHN ‘ |
I WAS THERZ WITH WAYNE AND I THINK I REMEMBER YOU, |
nae {suspiciousLy// e
LOOK HERE amm AINT YOU Tﬁmlﬂﬂ;‘ YOUR LINE FOR BIGGER PISH NOR e

B
TrROUT?
- ; JOIN i
WHAT DO YoU MEAN? WHAT DO YOu suseunor?
NATE i
I DONT SPECT m*:'nm mm IM DEAD, SARTIN SURE ON ITe wou o1 DNT 3
COME 70 THE WOOD FIN TO OCCUPY THE HULL TINE HUNTIN® amD ;
FISHIN® AND JUDGE AINT COMIN TO HUNT FOR rISH r»zu‘rm‘ oW m*ra 1
' YOUR came? \ Eaih e P £
e - gomy i " i 1
'WELL NATE 1 ASSURE YOU THAT IF 1MvVE A m«r:m IN COMING HERE, mm e
THAN FISHING OR HUNTING.IT 1% & 9008 OnEy . . Bt Sl u
Rl e o 2 . By l
“ses¥so, 18 17 THE can? 5 {
fupest : JOMT ' {
YOU HAVE PENETRATED MY & SCRET AND 1 HAY RS WELL CONFESS, MY SOLE !]
omsc'r m emma HMERZ 18 70 FIND mﬁ ﬂm oF REUBEN mm. !
IR R ‘ .
‘an *you ffxmm WE POUND HERT “; ‘ 2
: a‘bm-x \
1 21 SURE OF m. {

WELL YE rwn me THATS m m
ONGAND IF YOUVE COME m:a!x A
YOULL ‘HAVE TO TAKE A L&{zxm

THEXKE WONT ' BE a&mm :,,m on

AS JUDGE WAYNE DONT KNOW TH: VALE - |
o a THIS CAMP TO DO HER MISCHIEF :
D £ ’&ALCUMTE WHEN IM DONE WITH YER
-_maw WALK OUT OF THE WOODS, '

! me »
MATE veu RE THE mams‘r mm 3 xsrs'ﬁ wmr '
€ ol . : f{ Np‘}’g
saum; vsw us hroua nm‘, *:mm‘ A FRIEND AND ILL SET oW n-,
e ‘Zj‘f-' mm ‘
1 A PR %o =071 MAUD m: wsn [HMUSRANE.AND NOTHING ﬁm,a elvE ME
Gam»flmv'rm'rt)am'r -

JES' s@' mm 1w :me wj's& '.‘NWER SEE W‘rs mwmﬁ-
THE MHS HEAD OVER EARS “w VE WITH THE HUSBAND., BUT ms coT
SPUNK 3' wdu,mms mmi} mﬁtbaw a*mz WOST KIND, & e

i ' I

. «Fnﬁw_*_s_.fu t‘uu&« .







>

:; MATE a7
YOU GAN HAVE ALL YE WANT AND NORE TOO IF YE WANT IT, HOW DID YE
¥NOW SHE HAS uERE?

: IOHN ;
SHEN § ¥AS IN NEY YORR WITH JUDCE WAYNE HE SHOWED ME A PHOTO OF
H1S WIPR.l TRACED THE GIRI, TO YOUR HOUSE ONLY T0 FIND THAT YOU HAD
MOVED AND LEFT THE CITY, I HMAVE BEEN EVER—SINGS-LOOKING FOR You.So&,-
2rrrre | SR MATE
SEE MERE MR TRUEMRN DOES THE JUDGT WANT HIS WIFE IN DOWNRIGHT
EARNMEST AND No canmon?
' Jomm
wrnt uen? YoU SURPRISE MELIN FACT I BELIEVE IF HE DOES NOT FIND
HER HE WILL LOGE HIS REASON, ‘
‘ NATE
FIND HER, DOSENT HME KNOW SuEs Henre!
o
HE HASENT THE QLIGHTEST IDEA OF NEETING MEQE HEREMHE THINKS I HAVE
ARRANGED THIS TRIP SOLELY FOR TH‘E Tﬂm‘l‘z"’f OF HIS HEALTH, HE IS
| BREAKING DOWN FASTs

: MATE L .
I WANT TO KNOW WMT IN THUNDER ME DIDNT THINK O THAT AFORE HEWELL 1
I WONT HEAR NO ANIMOSITY IF HE MBANS WELL BY HER, IM READY TO FOR=
.. GET AND FORGISE, HOW BE YOU GOIN 70 ‘RaNGE MaTTERs! suE AINT GOIN :
TO FLOF INTO HiS Ams FUST SICHTGOR BHE AINT THE GAL I TOOK HER PR :
| JoEN 5.

LET ME ARRANGE ™IS )M.‘!"SBR TC SULT nrsnmr.&tm L,N AND I AWM *
- oF succx-:ss.wu'r IN THE Mmﬁrmz DONT MENTION A2 WORD T0 HERy . |
mu‘z ¢

ALL RIGHT SQUINL 6O INg YOUVE GOT A MIGHTY 'rw'rm BAIT ON YOUR i
HOOK FOR THAT GAL AND YE CANT LAMD HER INTO YOUR BASKET IF SHE
nwmﬁ EXIT JGHN Laks i ‘mm'a A WHITER UEIRTED MAN THAN I GAVE £ |
53 HOBER awnmm OFF ReBeE,// THERE Sus IS FEsDIN
HISTLER. LOOK |AT THAT, AINT HE 4rTTIN TaME’//BIRD wuistis// Tue
UP YOUR PIPE LITTLE FEBLER. vm:f mvm SOVETHING TO WHISTLE FOR BYE H
AND m, Mm MAUD R.a,n, : ) < ¥

GooD nmma u,{km. ANT LW xﬁb i Y
K :
m‘mn aw vmn xs A :,:Enm 3341?.11,& GET WIN TONIGHT 1 RuCKON
: | - MAUD - 4
1T smm ﬂmmfz NATE TO WILL THE INNOCENT CREATUBESS. !
i N.&*!‘S
MAUD IF mz DIDNT NEED ﬁ‘*ma VICTUAL®, RUT WHATS
518 BACK m TUEM CHEEKS OF YOURMN,SPEAKIN OF FPOSIRS
5 .‘fmmlf-rmssxwmmmzpmmmu.
m ‘m o TH Y, :to'ﬂ. NEITHER DO THEY SPINg N’OTHIN AND ¥
40 3 CANDLE 70 mm*

S ? ,

' {/TARES .muwl g

'rmmx, #ou am'rn.ﬁ i FEEL VHRY BRIG T THIS LOVELY MORNING ;ND FATHER :

cmsa ‘x{pmx« ou ymew, e ot &
o ? NA'X»E\ :

YES m oLD cmﬁ'u.mm ousHT 7O a#‘mms paoTy soon fnirp waisties#

HEAR um wurm,

\ | TRUEMAN LIKES
s A

'PW{ mes.

p B 3 o DRI SRR <
— SR e R BRI T R A T
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R s - Gus = = e

o NATE . 38
I TELL YOU THET Gmm-mn THINKS & SEOHT O Vi,
| MAUD i gpriousLyd

YES, HE ISENT LIKE ME WAS AT FERST,WHAT NUSTAI mf ¥ CANT WEEP OUT
OF HIS NAY.

HNATE
I VOULDNT TRYe
' . MAUD
¥OULL, HAVE TE SEND HIM AWAY MNATEs
NATE

NOT BY A GOLL DARNED SPGHT, YOU DONT CAT@H ME INTERFERIN WITH NO
LOVE SCRAPED,

MAUD
BATE I¥ J DIDNT HENOW YOU ARE JORING l smux.i; FEEL WK“' SUPPD-»E
MR Tnumm wm REALL Y= ’ s

» NATE
FALL IN LOVE wiTH YE!
MAUD
"YES, SIS
o NATE - | _
HED HAVE T0 PALL em .«mm.m‘ m«» 'nm ‘mxcﬂ ; 5 :‘Ecx‘ou.
£ ; m:n‘

. Esmmmxmwmmn!mwzmxmpammmamr
‘:nm mmm.ltm ENTERS X m;m FROM n‘ DOWN Ce HiS BASKET//
u
sﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁi'« '
o RS MAUD Nmmrﬂ

| OH ITS MATHER,

i Lk NATH ’!«J’

DL mmnm 17 RIGHT GLAD T0O SEE YOU,

e ' MULLERS ¢/ :
- THENE YOU m'z'm. AND HOWS ¥Y LITTLE GIRL BEAN SINCE I SAW HER Last?
: i : mm I iéf .
m 0 I LOOK ‘ama? ;’3
] MUL "
fuLLY wémvmn MY CHILD, YOUBEGIN TO :@ox z,,um YOURSELF

r THAT HUSBAND OF ¥OURS CO },m SE¥ Yw ueu I WOULDNT BE ANS®

L\ FOR THE coummtms,
l iy - !M&UB{

e

i

18 WOTHER - uxstz,)? ‘ 1

i ; ; mu:.x_.m ;
nmmm m ﬂmm Ymm mu.m.x 'm:m'o THEODORK
HESREY AR = M.\uns S
THE DO E ? / 3,'
: i NA’IE!

‘HE MATTER OF HER ,HKS SHE sw,u..m:n mtar: BLOOD THAN MNATUR
v ’ :.:um.]m j ”

! x BEEN vm ILL m*_-tgxrs VER[Y STRABGELY. POLKS SAY THAT ITS
: fES HER |FOR HER chur«:yr! TO YOU MY CHILD.

B S B : i Mﬂufﬁ
 POPR THEODORA 1 HOPR,‘N\PT.
po aped umi '
HoPE IT 1s i7T %o ﬁ) HER COOHy IF IT xm.'r HELP YOU HNOW,
§ bl NULI}S(ER :

|
i

4
|

it







¥

~g

. 0N FATHER DID SHE SEE YOU GET ON THE TRAINT

‘SME/ATNE NO MUMAN ZEING I miﬁg RELIEVE, SHES AN ANGEL THAT WAS

e T — —— . — — v ey = St m-—%ﬂ“»vn’_ﬂv,zym

TON S L RS

i SR E

MAUD FExrawpapnd / - B9

MULLER
I DONT THINK SHE DIDg I LOOKED FRON THE WINDOW AND COULD SER HOTH
ING OF HERe

R s o R

MAUD
- ¥OU MUST BE VERY CAREPUL PFATHER,I WOULDNT mv:a THEM KHNOW mmRE i
AN FOR THE WGRLS.

LTS s I

g
SRR ATEE -

NATE
NOT IF YOU THONGHT THE JUDGE WAS IN DOWN RIGHT BARNEST AND WANTED
YOU THE WUST WAY? '

M JE ]

o i il s

MEUD
O NATE HOW COULD HE APTER SENDING THAT CRUEL LETTER?
‘ | . MATE A
WELL, IT DONT STAND 70 REASON SARTIN, BUT IM KINDER GLAD ON IT,
o g ; MAUDS { REPROACHTFULLYS ¢ i
OH NATE. % et ' & |
MATE . H
| WELL YOU SEE IF HE DONT WANT YOU WE KIM HAVE XOUs 178 AN n.:. WIND &
THAT DONT BLOW NO BODY NOTHIN, * |
et is . : - MAUD - ; i
'DONT LET US THINK OF IT ANY WORE THAN WE CAN HELP.//ERIGHTENING il
upd{  AND WE WUST NOT BE ewaux TO DAY WHILE FATHER 1S HERE, mzm zi
HAVE YOU IN THE um? GOOD THINGS FROM HOTHERS pmmu? e i
MULLER 7 H
‘!E&i smy&:aa Jlﬁﬂlﬁkb'aﬂﬁﬁxkﬁkfﬂ. taaﬁhmow w;xw GET HERE IN THE ,ﬂ
» / MAUD 4
LETS. mvz THm w0 THE EITCHEN WHERE HESTER 1847 fman sz srLEs 4 i
DO YOU yEAR HIM FATHER! THATS MY WHISTLER AND HES WHISTLING A WELe ff
‘COME 1!6 YOUg
o WULLER 1

THE m‘l“ ERe
‘ FauD

) naTE ffwomm FATER z'dmdi

zrwx'nu OPVER AND GOT HER wmwﬁ HURT SOMEHOW OR OTHER AND BROFPPED
wﬂn u s, m'rs mm REASON fmusm,m BNOWS mn s0 wm,. 'rv:ouz,nm

GUN fmm 'AND SEE nwo’tmna smrm up em m~‘mﬂ HAS mmaw 1
DGR AT MULLER AND mwmb Ex1T/ JINVINY KING Jw0105S THAT!

THED ) ?I;‘J ‘l >

ORX BUT G0OD LORD,
; THEO ; .

.yg_& anawﬁ
fjic, as qua: TIVME 1 SAW mu AT TH: HUSRIN

TI”EG\\
AND ’;‘HE TOM&Y HAD '.mxm: Ny S’IRENG‘Z‘H

#’

; f S NATE R e, s
1ii/ AT, SORRY FOR YE ug}iu DARNED tg‘ 1 AINT, YOU WUST HAVE WANTE
IO SEEN SONE ONE ON Usj gzsm. BAD, | 23







u—-ﬁ

A— . 3
& THEO 5 40
I DID . I HEER THAT 10U ARE 2 FRIEND TG BVERYONZs I WANT ¥OU 7O :
BEFRIEND ME, I NEED A FRIEND AS MUCH AB wv ONE IN THE WORLDg 4
MATE 1 ]
BY JINVINY RING ILL DO ITs : ; |
THEO ; :
MY DROTHERS WIFE 1S MEREe IT 1S s WIS TO SEEe 1 WAVE DONE HER 1
i GREAT WRONG I HAVE COME TO NMAKE REPARATIONg i
; NATE i
HOW, IN THUNDER DID YOU ENOW SHE NS weRy?
A THEO ;
I TRACED HER DY FOLLOWING HER FATHER, WHERE I8 THE OIRLTLET ME
SEE m,, : ' '
MaTE /%= AND OPENS DOOR OF COTTAGE g
IF YOU LI JUST STEP IN THE HOUSE MISS, AND SIT DOWN IN THAT BIG
ROE KENG CHAIR WITH THE STUFPED BACK ¥R CAN REST YOURSELF AND ILL . 1
GO S ND FINB THE AL, //HELPs HMER In// WELL THINGS IS WORRIN UP IND 1
A PRETTY CONSIDERABLE SORT OF A MESS, AND BY AND BY m‘bb @0 T
| HULL CONGERN=//EXIT INTO COTTSE--ENTER MAUD FROW BEHIND co'rmw \_
MEETS TRUMAN WHO ENTERS Lol.g, /4 ‘ : : R e 1
' : JOmy : | A :
COOD MORNING MESS MAUD JMAY I ASK WHERE YOU ARE mxna msm m e 1
BASKETT : A & e T 1
oH ¥ES In’ GOSNU OVER 'ma mm. T0 PICK S@“!‘F mzckw: amxm mm MW j
- JOMN i :
——FOR FaTHER! 5 =L | 4
f e u.ﬁ&?ﬁ e o Ly i
YES,FATHER MAS COME AGAIN TO SEE ME, mu mw 1 'mw ¥ou HE ua
HERE LAST THE DAY BEFORE YOU CAME: A, R <3 3
¥ES 1 mmaz«:n. WELL I AM CLAD YE §$ MERE TGR I MAY HAVE OCCASION 13
TO. m"m HiM TO ,s, x...t'nms: MATTER. WHECH MAY m REST YOO, :
4ol B A B 5 i
w ¥ou WANT “ 10 SER p#mm mv,m, mu nmx x{fn THE #ousg /fcoEs
' i ' i : :bmil 7570 ;Na nsﬁ&{? ! ;l
THERES m NEED OF uASTE ;u mﬁak ‘1 : ﬁ‘ ' 1
Do hmame oy s I
; =m,ouw ; #m mz Bm;m aoq. vmzagn.‘ "?‘ ; |

(RE CARE OF HIM,
/I %07 BUT A GLINMPSE
, Wiy Do vou po iTl ~'

?

BUT :{5? mn zmoums TO mmxc\n MY cmm&ﬂ
GREAT FEAL,RETTER ";m ¥ou LIKE 1Ee mn x’:‘
TOoU W ‘GUESS WHY i IJKE TOU,

;m I Do lea You a 3
_wsmf; mm COMPANY :

] MAUD
*1 i %axxxa! qaa 321?3& ‘8 FOR THE BERRI
’ ~ JoEN

LET ME 'rm ‘rbu wayY 1 LAIRE | gu AND 'mm T
_ BERRIES.I LIKE YOUR NamE ! aun® 11 is very
NE OF ZNOTHER 3AUD a# WHON 1 HAVE WEARD fi‘
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JOHN 41
¥YES HAVE YOU “EARD THE STORYT '
: MAUD
NO, ONLY THE mms s Rm'anm-,
JOEN

iT MADE ®UITE A SENSATION IN THE I\Elﬁmmﬁg ¥OU DONT mss 7o
HEAR 1T I SUPPOSEe IT 1S SIMPLY THE STORY OF A YOUNG WIFE Wi LEPT
HES HUSBANDS ROCOF THRCZE MONTHS AFTER MARRIAGE. AND MAS rm am:-x
HEARD OF SINCEe :

MAUD
SHE WAS VERY WICKED THEN WAS surp not? .
‘ JOHN
SHE WAS ONE OF THE PUREST CREATURES ON THE DRCE OF THE EARTH,
' THEN SHE VUST HAVE SUFFERED SONE GREAT CRUELTY T mﬁm HER FROM
HER HOWE, '
, P .
NO , SHE weNT AWAY mustx sHE THOUGHT HER HUSTAND DID NOT LOVE m«:a,
MAUD
WA mm: uER THINK sol ‘
IO

- DID nOT LIRE THE @OUNG WIFE, mw l ﬂum sng HUST mvm; HAD SON mb_

_x-}n#'rm: mnﬁq‘rm 'HER 1.AM SURE OF 1

mﬂf h d*am :vmln? mr ow’ Lzmmms. 1 THI

wm IR THE FIRST PLACE SHE VAS A YOUNG ?NS@PH!S’I‘!CATED COUNTRY

CCIRL WHEN HE MARRIED HER. AND I THINK DID NOT {!MBER&TA&D HIS Q“lﬁ?

BUSINESS WAYS, THEN AGAIN THERE WAS A SISTER OF THE HUSHANDS WHO

TO PO ISTH 'maa: lmm’
A ‘ 'mnub

R m ﬂ'. JusT LJK._ STORY IN A BOOKe THE SIWM POLD

NED THE MIND mr 1 m:smn UNTIL HE WAS g.amumm m:r HIS m mm
mx nmn mscanm TR :
; S saRae

HE DID MOT ai ae;.w HER,SHE WENT OF MER OWN FREE wm!..
pEUD
RDED Hm m:z His mm‘ AND WHAT mm OF smarr nwnn %
REVAIN a{ TH A HUSBAND! WO BID NoT wvz e S
| JOm i ¢
i DED mvé{»mg SRR e el

| g | mavDy = s _
i e:am@'r THINK [§0, IF SHE WAS THE , WOMAN  THMAT YOU SAY SHE

WOULP SCARCELY/LE!VE HEE KU§HANDS HOUSE FIUHOUT POSITIVE PROOF,
'.HE WAS ASHAVED OF HERe
[ somm T < 248 ;
THE sz’rxﬂs,

" MAUD

'\ 1 SHOULD MAVE ACTED

| IN/THE| SAME WAY, IF § HAD A HUSBAND WHO DI NOT LOVE ME IT I WaS

smat I1T.1 woliLp NOT REHAIN. 17 wWOULD OMLY BE MISERY TO US POTH,
e mrm © TP
t"& mu wERE ms*mﬂ
i 5
- £ mw NOT Bzﬁmsm
rvw,{ et m mm
e ‘
]
1 nm:m YOU KRE cgpx

0

rmma : ! j

mc; couLDd 'sTOP HE,
ot

>
1,E OF x'r,“m‘n ARE" MUC’-’E

x WOULD ME SURE cmrrmuiamav I TOOK THE

: Lm\ﬁm? I INAGENE g

ek ‘m_‘bﬁ-‘- i

e

Ali ek

e

"“"““*m" J.« ﬁ'»_‘,“;f’ﬁ'x;!&‘ﬂ im‘: ;::.J
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MAUD 42
MAYDE WHEN HE FOUND HER SHE WOULD NOT GO BACK "
SO
BUT IF SHE WERBCOEWZ WERE COMVINCED OF 1Is SINGERITY! BUT ¥ :Rsm
IN HER PLACE AND TELL ME whT YOUu WOULD Do,
MAUD
1?
JOMN ‘
YESy SUPPOSING YOU WERE MAUD WAYNE MIDING HERE FROM YOUR WS MEMND

HUSBAND THROUGH A MERE CHILDISH WiIIM, WOULD YOU NOT GO BECK TO HIM

IF 9B Asgep youl
MAUD
MR TRUEMAN IF I WERES MAUD WAYNE.,AS I UNDERSTAND IT , I WOULD NOT @

‘GO BACR, I WOULD BIE FIRST,

 OF YOURSELF 1 ummrmnwmm::ﬁrmmmdmmm

» mnmmmcmmmmmnﬂ

'ms m? : e

BUT mu:,n my NOT LIKE zi” IN A GRAND HOUSE IN THE OR

'-mg.»:t LIVED A FEW WEEKS/

LooES IN rﬁs FACE A MOMENT THEN

JOMN
IN WHICH YOU WOULD BE VERY FOOLISH, |
MAUD !
O THANK rcu. Nx-s R~ AND coES i/ ' ;
JOMY
I MEAN IF ‘YOU _m;mnp‘ WAYNE,
m.tm '- ; {
T mm,n MARE NO DUFFERENCE in MY ww FOR MIMy |
: TR b L Y : !
WOULD YOU STILL LOVE miwm? e l ’ il :
CMEUD ; 1

ALWAYS aamm, w;*m MY mm ﬁw m@s socm, 3 muwi NEVER LOVE 4

Amma. | Vi) 3

/ JOHN \ ot i '
I SEE YPU NAVE ESPOUSED THE WIFES cAusm wnten ts mﬂ mm =a
SYWPATHETEC WOMAN, THEREFORE 1 WILL NOT ARGUE AGAINST YOU,BUT IT IS

mnm&hw&emmmwrxz,n? By ; ;\

m’mm wAS BORN _
,_ummz? nme £

LONELY aw WITH NATE AND

"z

WEAR FINE ctp'rm AND ai YoUr owy CARRIAGE?
' ‘; i MAUD e sporefd

WILL REMAIN IN MY MEMORY

' ' 14 GOING TO Ly m!mﬁ»i

THERE MAY b soR You ;tss mUu,~» I KNOW OF ONE WO LOVES ¥0U o2
EDLY mﬁ WO 1S ARLE 96 PROVIDE| FOR ¥OU ALL THHSE rHINGSs/ #uaup

 HURRIDLY EXITS L.I.E.f/ sue 18 &

NOBLE LETTLE CREATURE AND NO. mﬁm REUBEN TEAHS 115 HBIR AT THE

m:‘i OF HER LOSS, SHE 1S mmm‘» IV LOVE mms HE 18. VELL, 0
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REBEN ’ 43
J'OHN’ !
JOHN
REB BN/ GOING TO HIM C /¥ 7THIS Is INDEED A PLEASANT SURPRISE,
{/REUEBN SITS Le.// YOU HAWE COME 2 DAY SOONER THAN I EXPBCTED,
REUBEN
I COULDNT BEAR T0O BE ALONE JOHN,I CANE LAST NIGHT TO THE VILLAGE &5
AND WALKEED OVER ¥X THES MORNINGs
YOU LOOR AS @mu,\mwm ALL THEwAY FONM CROSS CORNERS, YOU
HAVENT LOOKED SO WELL SIMCE 1 LEFT YOU,
: REUBEN
WELL CAN 2 MAN BE WELL WITH SUCH 2 SORROW A8 I HAVE BMAWING AT
HIS HEART?
JOR .

YOU ARE GETTING MORBID,THE FRESH AIR WILL BUILD YOU UP AGAINGTHERE
I8 A NEW LEASE OF LIFE IN EVERY BREATH OF THE FRESH GREEN TREERSe

: REUBEN :
WHY DID YOU BRING ME HERE JOMN? MAUD 1S NOT HERE, DO YOUu THINK I
CAN BE CONTENT 70 Remain meRE! MUILDING UP AS YOU CALL IT WHILE
THE DAYS ARE SKIFPPING BY AND MAUD IS NOT FOUND,

JOEN
“ WELL A DAY OR TWO WiILL ng NO Mgml_ﬁb DIFFERENCE,
_ IXHR REUEBN
JOHN DO YOU KNOW WHAT WILL BE THE =END oF Tuisl?
| . JomM
~——gHE END OF wnaT? '
OF THESE SLEEPLESS NIGHTS, THIS WEIGHT ON MY MIND , THE CONSTANT
DEAD DULL PAIN AT MY HEART. IT WILL BE INSANITY JOIMN, ZND THE LOSS
OF EVER¥THINGe _ '
JOHN

COME COME YOU ARE TIRED OUT WITH YOUR WALKe//LOOKS OFF LeleBe 4SIDE

sME 1s RETURNENG/ {ALoun// sSiT WERE A WHILE<AND I WILL GO RTO THE
HOUSE WND MARKE RKNOWN YOUR ARRIVAL, I DONT SUPPOSE YOUR COMING A
DAY SOONER WILL MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE,BUT IT IS BRST I SHOULD LET
THEM KNOWe//asiDE// FORTUNE FAVORS ME, IF IT PAILS NOW ILL LEAVE
THIS SORT OF WORK HEREAFTER TO MOTHEREIN-LAWS//EXIT InTO COTTAGR!
: ' reungnt frisinel !
FATTHFUL FRIEND, WHAT WOULD I DO WITHOUT HWIn! HE SEES HOW I AN
BREAKING DOWN AND THINKS HOW A WEER IN THE WOODS WILL REVIVE Mg,
BUT HE 1S MISTAREN//BIRD wuisTLES// THAT IS A FINE WHISTLER, IT
is A THRUSH ON SWEET BIRD W OULD I COULS BORROW YOUR WINGS,
AND FLY AWAY IN SEARCH OF HER,//X=8 T0 Cy LOOKS R,U,B,~ MAUD ENTERS
SLOWLY AND MUSINGLY SITS R /¢ »
: MAUD | 3

I WISH MR TRUEMAN HAD NEVER COMB WERE, HE MAKES ME FEEL VERY UNCOM
FORTADLEe I DONT UNDERSTAND HIV, HOW STRANGE ME SHOULD TALK TO ME
OF REUBEN, WHAT DID HE MEAN B/ SATING HE KNEW ONE WHO LOVED MEe
AN THERE 18 BUT ONE IN THIS WIDE WORLD WHOSE LOVE I YEARN FORg
OH REUNEN REUBEN IF YOUR LOVE HAD BEEN ONE HALF AS TRUE AS MINE .
HOW DIFFERENT ALL MIGHT HAVIE BE@N, * MIGHT MAVE Bemu® On THOSE ARE y
SAD WORDS,//REUBEN TURES AND SEES HER COMES DOWN R.C,.// M-www

‘ Rm i
I BEG YOUR PARDON wiss//Ty/EY RECOGNIZE BACH OTHER// MAUD, :

MAUD g _

REUBEN/ /15 ABOUT TO RUSH /INTO WIS ARMS SUDDENEY sToPs// no N0

]

B

REUBEN NO NO, -

. i % » s 5
e e bt AR T e e U i B e e







{tp'-:-—~
—

REUBEN ; 44

MAUD You REFUSE ME! wmy Is tuis? witi vou wot cowe 1o mz?
| MAUD

10, 1 GANNOT,

REUBEN
cannoT MAUD? HAVE YOU NOT SUFFERED TOO AS I HMAVE=T

MAUD
 SUFFERED, OH HOW LUCH,

REUBEN

THEN wuY NOT END 17! SEE WY ARMS ARE OPEN ALR:ADY TO PILD YOU 7O
MY MEART, THE HEART THAT MAS ALMOST DIED FOR YOu, WONT You come?
~ HMAUD
3 CANNOT
RY BEN :
MAUD DO YOU NOT SE: HOW I HAVE SUFFERED SINCE You wenT away? o
YOU NOT KNOW THAT I WAVE SEARCHED FOR YOU INCESSANTLY DAN AND Wil
_ - vauDd /TEARFULLY £
1 KNOW YOU MAVE SEARCHED FOR ME, 1 HAVE HEARD 80, BUT IF YOU WANTED
ME TO COME BACK IT WAS ONLY TO WUSH UP THE SHAME OF HAVINGfA RUN
AWAY WIFE, YOU WERE AFRAID OF WHAT PEOPLE WOULD SAY,
‘ REUBEN
- 'OH MAUD HOW YOU WRONG ME, WHAT SHOULD I CARE WHAT FE@PLE sain? vou
WERE GONE, YOU DESERTED ME, AND WRUNG MY SOUL WITH THE AGOMY O F A
HOPELESS LOSS, HOW COULD YOU INFPLICT SUCH PaIn uron wel mow counp
You o awa¥?! WNY ARE YOU HERET :
- MAUD |
wiy? on mow can you ask? vmnoved wd HIN WHO SHOULD HAVE
CARED FOR ME, AND HATED BY THEODORA AND THE OTHERS, WHAT QO
mﬁmmmwwm s

DO BUT 60 AWAY? INTO THE UNRNOWN WORL!
BROKEN HEARTFED. H'mans avaw inp wesps//

51 o ,,
NAUD THIS 1S ALMOST m'm. is IT 20 BLE YOU T NOT LOVE mz? 7

: MAUE .

rove vou? o pDonT SAY I DO NOT LS wu. I COULD 10T BEAR ITe 37"
YOU HAD SEEN ME LYING THERE 'mm WEIKS WITH PEVER IN MY :
BRAEN AND THE OULL AGONY IN MY HEART YOU WOULD NOT SAY "I DO 0T w4

"LoVE ¥ou® 1 THOUGHT YOU WOULD BE HAPPEER WITHOUT WE, I DID HOT
T WANT 10 2R A SURDEN ¥TO m%m i mm Tou nw HOT LOVE ME ANY Z
LONGER i » : ;
ammm '
1 THOUGHT MY SORROWS WRRE ALREADY AS GREAT AS 1 COULD BE:R, YET 1
MUST, SUFFER THIS ANGUISH TOO, WILL Yciru NOT B LIEVE WE WHEN I TELL
YOU I WOULD SELL MY LIFE INCH RY INCH RATHER THAN GAUSE YOUR HEART
A SINGLE PANG, ** , !
' MAUD k
OH DONT SAY SUCH THINGS REUBEN FOR n«jumq IT THRILLS MY HEART WITH ‘
A STRANGE JOY TO HEAR YOU SAY 6, IT Is HARD TO BELIEVE, =1
REUBEN | ' : §:
I CANNOT UNDERSTAND THIS LOOK INTO MY }
WERE NOT THERE BEFORE YOU LEFT ME,THERE J
HEART,,LOOK INTO MY EYES AND SEE IF THi TRUTH IS NOT THERE, WILL W i
YOU NOT COME TO ME mMaUD?//pauspel/  om MAYD MUST I GO AWAY AND :
SUFPER ON THROUGH WRETCHED DREARY YEARS KNOWING THAT SOMEWHERE m""'
THE WORLD LIVES wY mauDMMY wirE, & CAN BEAR IT NO LONGER,I CAN
ONLY BELIEVE YOUR WIND HAS BEEN Poxsonmip AGAINST ME BY THESE PEO
N‘M‘JB : 'fr‘:"

S i i

CE,THERE ARE LINES THAT 1
ARE DESP FURROWS IN MY

Eranlaliebed e s ekl

S R i - il A.sﬁ.. P |
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