Fourth St
Abstract
Children born out of Vedloek.
By Paul Neander, Moscow, SkxxRsxx Russia.

Children born out of wedlock ought , without any restriction,
to benefit by anything that the state can do for them  or that it
would do for any abandoned and needy ‘l;g::l Certain specid measures,
such as compelling the father %o m anA.mt for the mpport
and education of the é i1d would certainly contribute much to the
material comfort of the 1little ome, But nothing but the moral
influence of a soci~ty becoming more humane ind more Christian,
can give these girl mothers courage to keep their children instead
of abandoning them to gharity {or leaving them on t he street . A
protectorate of childhood could do excellent service here , as else-
where , in protecting these fatherless, and mmetimes motherless
children from the cruelty of their comrades and of their
masters. . The foundling .hCIOl ought to watch over tho::\ children
more carefully and follow them out into their hard 1ife. Schools,
workshops and employment of different kinds ought to be o nnected
with these asylums }hn.t the 1ittle orphans may learn to lead @ hon-
est and useful nro‘. It was the Bmpress Catherine II of Russia who
was the first to declare that these unhappy children were not guilty
of their birth and that it was too cruel to make them suffer for the
sins of their paremts. It was she who, in founding these orphanages ,
ordered that there #ho:1ld always be a ha“o;: rmlz;’m night , to
receive tases foundlings and that the guards should not show themselvel
and never ask t he least question of those who placed the mbies
in the basket, vhich was drawn inside through an opening in the door.

This method has been exchanged for declarations, papers, the pay-ur{’
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of charges etc , things that hinder the saving of the lives of the
children, It is evident that some other ny must bo_‘ adopted to save
as many as possible . As for legislation , it can at least mal a1
children equal before the law » born during marriage or our ot of
wedlock , under all conditions, especially in the matter of inheri-
tance. It is the duty of society to relieve the sufferings of
these defenseless, innocent children, . )ompa then we may ask
Je gislation to zive special protnuu to those whose natural
protcctorl have abandoned them. Until then two things should N
nquim. equality before the law and charity on the part of man.
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Fourth Section
Fourth Question
Abstract ;
Children born out of Wedlock.
By Gustave Correvon , Member ofv£he‘tribuna1, Tausanne.

The special object of this rapport wdg to report to the membey¥
of the Congress recent le-islation in Switzerland with reference
to penal law. Switzerland has a population of about 3,500,000 , A
with no fewer than twenty-five different cdvil ‘“legislative
bodies , one for each canton or demi-canton , ©Since 1 870 there
has been a movemnent *o unify c¢ivil and penal laws . In 1907
by unanimous vbte a civil code was adopted for the whole oountry
which goes into ef’ect in 1912. I will speak only of that part

: thé education of
of the code which referg to childreq(\ and relative to the
fathers and $Qe rights of illegitimate children.

Within recent years the idea has grown that the state cannot
respect the rights of the father of a family if he abuses
his privileges or gives a bad education to his chgldren. The state
has a great interest in having well-educated and trained children s
NJany countries permit unworthy Y parents to be deprived of their
rights over their chilﬁren. that the children may be brought up
under the protection of the state.

As to children born out of wedlbck the question arises
whether , as is the case in some countries, there should be no
enquiry as to the fathers of such children. It is true that such
search developes scandals and 1is a pretext for hush-money be-
ing demanded , but it seems to me that the advantages outweigh

the disadvantages and that women ought to be no longer the victims
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of their seducers. As for the children it is neédless to point
out the grave coneequences. to them of being deprived of the nelp
of a father. ., As to the motner, though many unmarried mothers
are dovoted to their children yet too often they abandon them
because, as the father is allowed to go scot-free they see no way
of bringing the children un and supporting them., , It is only
too well known that illegitimate children in proportion to
leritimate children furnish a very dangerous element +o society .
In Trance, where the enquiry as to the paternity of the child

is not required the courts have laid down the prineiple that the
unmarried mother may bring an action against the father of her
child on the principle that whoever dammages another must make
reparation. There is a proposed law which will permit the se.rch
for pater nity in that country. .,

Concerning the education of children in Switzerland the coden
a?iges the parents the right to cor rect their children an< to
demand their obedience and respect, but they must give them a
suitable education and profeﬁsional inetruction according to their
abilities. Andxx Any child above 16 is to have religipus
freedom, liberty to e¢hoose his own confesgsion. If the parents
do not fulfill their duties the avthorities have rower to take
measures to protect the child and to place him in an instit‘tion/
Oor a gelected family., If the child is disobeaien* and obstinate
the parents may call upon the state to}tnkiﬁ him, but in that case

they must bear the expense if thev are able y otherwise tha
Support comes on the canton. . If the parente are unworthy the
ehild may be taken from them., All the regulntioné with relation

to children apply to 111@gitiﬁ¢kﬁé§\_ell a8 to legitimate chilSren.
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The new code p introduces the search for the paternity of

children born out of wedlock in all cwitzerland. It was remark-

ab;e that there was no dissenting voice . The codé provides for

s ey Pk

voluntary recognition of +the natural child on the part of the

father oOr pr_fopr the right to sue on the part of the mother and

chilj.. 1+ does not

go so far as to daclare the paternity unliess

+here had been promise of marriage . The paternity'ﬁ’cannot be

declared if the father was already married. 1f the suit is only

on fi nancial grounds

the child t akes the name and follows the

conditions of th;Pot%er. If it is for recopnition of pa terﬂlkf 1

L ~: ] ! s .
the child takes the fathers name and condition. Marriage between

+he father and mother legitimizes the chilé . The child has all

the rights on jts mother's gide as if it were legitimate, even to

the rights of inpheritance.. 1f the paternity is certain or

highly probah{e , either from vo luntary A recognition or if
/

there has been promise of marriage, the code recognizes a nat-~

taral £il1ial relation

hearse the saue relat

petween father and chde, aand the child

jon to the father's fanily as to hig mother's,

except that it caﬂf(ﬂ jpherit but half as much a8 the legitimate

child. That is theonly difference in awiss law between natural

and legitimate child

ren. This humanitarqian work owes much to

professor Huber of the University of Berne.. These idess may be

thought too revoluti
aghare these fears. .

awiss peopl~.

onary by 8018, but hﬂt_aﬁ,fﬁ?“mysfzﬁ I do not

1 believe they will meet the ideas of the






Fourth Sectior
Fourth queQ‘ion.
Abstract,

Illégitimate Children,

By Dr. Arthur Charles Szilagyi,
Budapest.

The illegltima%e Ohlld is inferior to the legitimate in»mowe
than one sense, As the mo er must fié}‘for it 8 life as weil as
nher own, usually under  unfavorable circumstances , the child is not
pPhysically up to fhe gt andira.; This means thd+‘ it is 1less able
to resist dlsease- xvxtéhtx£n11xzkinx consequently the morality among
such children is‘greater. When grown it is restricted in the
choice of a career , is not so well-fitted for military service, and &
%ggggss » from the social point of view, in danger of bécoming a
criminal. On the other hand, a& women can now earn their own living
in so many ways/there is a decrease in the number of marriages and an
increa e in the number of illegitimate children., This means a loss
to the state and this question therefore is of interest to the whole
civilized world bow to equallze the difference between the children
of the first dnd second quality. :

After giving certain facts about the Hungarian code and sta-
t istics showi ng.ihe imarease ef illegitimafe ~ births in Hungary,
the writer condenses nis paper as follows:-

The proportion of illegitimate chiliren born in cities is larger
than elsewhere ,The nu mber depends less on the degree of morality :
of a people than on the matrimonialiregime;

Almost half of the natural births that are legitimized are
made legal before the age of two . After the age of 14 it is very

rare..

Half of the women who marry after having had an illegitimate C}\vbbk
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mrry some other man than the father of the child..

The numberof births as a whole decreases ; that of illegiti-
mate children increases .

In civilized countries the number of marriages is decreasing
and divorces increase more rapidly than the population.. In the
greater number of these cases it is the woman who applies for the
divorce.

The mortality among illegitimate children is greater than
among legitimate children. There are more still born infants born out
of wedlock than in marriage.. In villages and small communities
the circumst-nces are worse for illegitimate children. In the cities
conditions are better, but even there children born out of wedlock
run greater dangers than the offspring of legitimate marriage.

A third of the mothers of illegitimate children are in domestic
service, a fourth are laborers and a fourth have some industrial
professior. «

In Hungary the mothers of illegitimate children are younger tha ™
legitimate mothess.

Among the measures to meet fhis condition of things are three:

I. To safeguard the rights énd interests of children born out
of wedlock there must be legislative measures. 1. The legal condition
of children born out of wedlock should be regula ted so as to elim-
imate completely the difference which now exists between children
born in marriage and out of marriage, With reference to the mother
and the maternal branch and to reduce to the minimum all that pertains
to the natural father and his relatives. 2. The obligation
of ggpport imposed on the natural father should be considered as having
its origin in the ties of blood etc. 3» The legal coﬁditi on of a
natural child which has been acknowledged by the natural father should

conform to the legal condition of the legitimate chrild. 4. EFEvery

child materially or moral]y‘abandoned should have the right to have
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the state act in loco parentis and such a child shoulc be sup-
perted and educated up to the age of 18 if ne ceaaayy. 5. These measures
are to be also a protection te the mother, Three weeks before the
birth of the child and three weeks after the woman should not work
and the contract for her labor should éake that(krrangement, her pay
not to cease., The period may be prolonged if necessary, when the em-
Ployer need not be expected to pay for that extra time.. While
“aiting for leglelative action private and religious societies should
look after maternal cases more carefully,
ITI. The procedure should be simplified so that the natural
father may more easily acknowledge his natural c¢hild, or adopt him.
ITI. Tegislative and administrative measures ought to result
in more intense social Propaganda., Leagures for the protection of
childhood and maternity should extend their action in this direction,
Another reform should be that the ﬁursing child should nurse
the mother inst -ead of being fed artificially . To make this possible
aid must be given to the mother in different ways, by gratuitous

medical zdvice y by confinement in g free maternity hospital etc.
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Fourth Section
Fourth question
Abstract

Illegitimate Children.

By Henri Joly
Hon, president Prison Society,Paris.

A child sar demands the intervention of the pdblic for its care
when it is evidently badly Q§E§§f2mu by the adilts who have acceptted
the charge of caring for it, or who should have accepted such charge.
An illegitimate child may be brought up in an irreprochable manner
by its motﬁer, if she does not abandon it, or by its father if he
g:i;ga%zea it as his, On the other hand a legitimate child may be
abandoned, malf reated, driven into wrong-doing by its own parents.
And it must not be forgotten that besides children born out of wedlock
there are others thrown out of wedlock, out of the family, through
divorce. The same dangers may confront each ot these classes of
children.

Society has every inter=st in encouraging marriage and the
family . In the total population of Franc- there are 8 illegitimate
children to the hundred. In the population of reform schocls they
form 14 per cent of the boys and 19 per c§n+ of the girls ., There

pqﬁ‘awLﬁ‘SMM Loy -/ﬂé/w
is reason to regret the indifference which piasemmxkkExxzhiidxxxx

SOVAEVRPUNA = .1 ol aaside o fwr adal casg

gives the same aid to the concubine as to the legal wife , but

when a juvenile commits an act contrary to the law it is that act
which calls for the attention of society~, whatever the antecedents
of those who brought him into the world. Vhether a mix Jjuvenile
offender be z natural child or a legitimate one he is treated only
according to the common law.

The m&nor child is not alone responsible for his act and that

must be remembered in giving him his liberty . It is clear that in
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Joly 2
releasing him it is easier to give him back to his legal family than
to a n unmarried mother, living alone, without the protection of a
husband , or to a father and a mother living together to be sure, but
with a legal right to separate next day; But in choosing measures for
these children the judge must follow for all the common law.
The law-maker will not go wrong if he takes measures to make
it more difficult for the father to abandon his natural child, if he
will see that there is an equitable treatment of seduction s and
that promises of marriage are observed and that one who assumes
certain relations shall.be held to his responsibility..
It is to the common law that one must appeal to see that exsmEgxx

wikheukxlegalxparEnkEy @ MAYiNE <K REm RE Y
ERkId xrnexianger Maving xiegat xparenkEy ox

guardinship is provided for every chil arents, or

having them no longer. The tnacknowl 1d is in a
particularly dangerous position. It is wel wn that illegitimate
children which were not acknowledged during their earlier years , hw_
when they reach fifteen or sixteen become suddenly the objects of
atte ntion and apparent solicitude from those who cldam them with
a desire to exercise paternal authority over them. It has been

often enough seen that this is only to secure the labor of the young
boy or the young girl., The mere affirmation of a man or a voman,

who were missing when there was a duty to fulfill and who reappear
only to claim a right, is not to be accepted without mEximux
sufficient guaranty. The formation of a court of guardians would
permit such tardy claims to be investigated and submitted to the
Judicial authorities . That would be but one of the advantages of

the establishment of such an assogiation of guardians, as the

2)
friends of neglected children have long plead for.
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Joly 3

It is then unnecessary to leave the common law to protect and
honor the legitimate family, to discourage seduction and abandonment,
por to provide for the natural child who has been con)emned and |
when he shall be liberated , mor to preserve him from the dangers
of those who would make this tardy claim .
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