











Section 1. Political and Economic development, in Italy, the .

Orient (and Poland, Russia), Gaul, Spain, England, Scandinavia.

This is the period which has béen described in the learned and
eloquent pages of Gibbnn'é'great history, whose very titlé tells of
mournful decay, the "becline and Fall of the Roman Empire? ‘But it is
also the period in which the "barbarian péoples came into quickening
contact with the ideas of Greece, Rome and.Palestine under the leader-
ship of monastic pioneers, wien they formed strqnger national govern-
ments, and when.ﬁhe genius of Charlemange bullt up a vast political‘
structure which did not long survive but ieft a permanent lmpression on

history.

The Middle Ages in their main features are
thus outlined by Dury (p. XIV, History of the Middle Ages):
"The important facts to be noted are:

The decline of the Roman Empire and the successful accomp-
lishment of two invasions; the transient brilliancy of the Austrilan
civilization; 4%he attempted organization of a new empire by Charlemange,
and its dissolution. -the rise and prevalence of feudalism; the successive
crusades; the contest between the Pope and the Fuperor for the sovereignty
of the world. We have here the real Middle Ages, simple in thelr gen-
eral outline, and reaching their highest development in the thirteenth

Century."
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(1) Political and Economic Conditions in Italy.-

Odoacer, leader of Teutonic invaders, Mercemaries of Rome,
became ruler of Italy in 476 A. D.. There were no more Roman Emperors
of the West after Romulus Augustulus was deposed. In 493 A, D.,
Theodoric the Great (493-526) defeated Odoacer and founded the Kingdom
of the East Goths (Ostrogoths) (493-5865) in Italy, with his residence
at Ravenna. The Kingdom of Lombardy (Langobards) was established in
Italy by Alboin, and it existed from £68-774. Prehaps we should say,in
the strict sense, that the Roman Empire had come to an end when Romulus
Augustulus (4756-476) was deposed from his throne by Odovaker (Odoacer),

military leader of the Hemli and Rugii. (1)

(1) Ploetz, Epitome, p. 162)
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Gregory the Great (500-604, A. D. ) was the last important man
of the Greek-Roman Church. The Greek Church, formerly the home of
Great Councils, theologians, philosophers and scholars, receded into

the background;'thé Western Church inherited the conquering and organ-

1zing spirit of the Roman Empire.

As already noted, the Christian Chiurch made spiritual conguests

(1)
over the natives of Europe; and while the armed legions retreated hefore

barbarian hordes the missionaries of the new.faith and of civilization

won them by persuasion, by heroic lives and by beneficent deeds.

(1) The Franks accepted Catholic Christianity about 496 A, D.; the
East Saxons, in England, 597; the German East Franks through Boniface,
680-754). : :

At_the‘time when Christianity came lnto contact with tk peoples
of the North they were pgésing from‘ﬁomadic and pastoral to agricultural
industries. They seem to have been classified as nobles, freeﬁen, freed-
men and bondmen. The Huns from Asia crowded the Germanic tribes and set
them in motlon, and thelr lnvasions of Italy made a recrganization of
éoéiety necéssary. Bonifacius, (680-7£4) a Benedictien monk preached
Christianity to the East Franks and brought the Teutons under papal

dominion.
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In Britain, after the Romans withdrew (about 410), various
Teutonic peoples migrated into the country and settled there,- Jutes,
Angles and Saxons, not yet Christianized. Thé population ﬁas divided. into
warring groups and centuries'péssed before a central government could
be set up. Christianity, introduced about 180 & D., gradually made its

way among these tribes,






Gaul. The Merovinglan Clovis (481-511), leader

of the Salic Francs, established rule in northefn Gaul. In 496 he

was converted to Catholic Christianity and baptized by Revingius,
Bishop of Rheims. Pipin (741-768), son of Charles Martel, was the

first Carolingian king of the Franks. Charlemange (768-814), allied

- with the Pope,conquered tlie Saxonswho accepted Christianity, and ex-

tended his rule into Italy, Spaln, and Germany, was crowned Emperor of

‘ the West. by the Pope in 800. After Charlemange's death his empire fell

-

soon into disorder; the Germans separated from the.French.

Spain. The West Goth kingdom prevailed in Spain 507-711, .its capital

city being Toledo. -






‘Mohamedanismi:- To our story the rise of Mohnmedanism is signifiCant.
(Hegira, 622 A. D.). After‘the religious fai h of the Arablan Urophet
organized government and arny it pursued hard upon the Christian nations
for ountufles%linv0¢ved them in bloody and Wasteful wars, and in every

e :
way influenced exnression of Christian beliefs and motives. .The Moslem
rule, of Arabian orgin, was extended over Persia, uJPla, Palestine,
Egypt and northern Africa. In 711 the lMoors destroyed Uthe Visigothic.
kingdon in Spain and henceforth ruled a part of the peninsula. In 732
the invasion of Gaul was arrested by Charles Martei between'Tours and
'Poitiefs. In the Rast (Haroun-al-Raschid of I agdad) the Arabs cultivated
science,vart, medicine, manufactures,,philqspphy, and influenced Chris-
tian.unougnt In the West, as in Spain, the Moors represenied the high—'
est achievements of the intellectual life. ; .

The one universal, unifying inflnenéé'nhroﬁghoutvthese ages of
~local conflict and absence of POliulCal organiz dtxon, was'the Christian
Church. Much as the people varied in language, custons, iaws, gbVern-
ments and economic condltlon the doctrines and d1501pline of the Roman
Phurch gave a kind of uniformity to life, and tnerefore we' can sPeak of

over _
a system of poor relief and charity A a vast area, vith certain aefi—
nite principles, yet adopted Lo_locai clrcumstances., As Lhis systen
was Tirst formulated and developed in Italj ; we nust begin there., During

the period we are now consmderinp Llere were centers for its extension -

in Africa, Southern Fr&nce, Spailn, and in the Noruh












The priest Dathiens established a foundlings' home in Milan in 787,
and gave as his reason that many unmarried mothers, to hide their shame,
killed their infants and disposed of their corpses and"sent them to

Tartaues for want of baptism." (1)

(1) Ratzinger, o. c. p. 272, note 4, citing Muratori.

Instltutions of this kind were freuuent in Europe and because of

_dP;GCuiVB meLADas inureqsed immorality without dlm¢n¢ghing suf fering.

But the purpose was humane,






Sec, 3. Poor Relief in the Carolingian times 1n Western Iurope.

The introduction of Christianity among the nerthern peoples
carried with it’the spirit and works of charity. The monks had no other
means of converting the barbafian peoples except kindness, sﬁperior
knowledge and.useful arts. The nobles and freemen of the Teutonlc tribes
were accustomed 1o making their voices and votes couant ia their politlcal

.

and military assemnblles, and uhey never ceased b0 exercise influence in
eccle siastical a?fairs In Ttaly Christianity was establisned in cities
and towns; while in the North the people m@re scattered and considerable
centers of urban life were rare, For these Peasons poor relief was less
centralized than in Italy, and in the Frankish Church especially parish

relief was the method of giving help to the poor, though the monasteries

also were centers of benevolent activity.

In the fifth.century the Gallic Church was vigorous, earnest and
charitable; in the sixtih century there was a decline manifested in
worldliness, secular aggression, rudeness, neglect of the poor and appoint-
ment of the cler5y y princes. In_some cases the bishops, as landowners,
were )Olithdl “ersonages, of ten rude, worldly and arrogant, and they
-~ treated the inferior clergy.as slaves; suspended discipline, and under
the“MeroVingians matters reached the lowest level., The monasteries were
somewhat exempt from this deéadence, but they were often plundered, op-
pressed or cofrupted.

Boniface, bishop of Rheims (assassinated 765), sought to bring
the church under better discipline; he undertook Lo establish regulations
over the clergy; he called reform synods; he appealed to the Pope against

secular rulers who oppressed the Church. ; : R






In the vigorous reforms of Charlemange, the renowned prince,
the patron of learning and religlon, we may discover the marks of the

wisest measures of the itimes.

Sources of poor relief in the tines of Charlemange were:
(1) property which was restored by Cherlenange, if it had been taken
away from the.Church;'or 1ts income was assured; - (2) the parish systenm
was enriched by endowments; (3) tithes were assessed and the proceeds
were ordered to be paid to the local priest; (4) the traditional oblations
in connection with public worship were received; (5) estailes were often
given to the clergy out of fear, reverence and gratitude; (6) the Teutonic
custom of commuting retributive penalties for offenses by Tines was &
adopted into the

penitential discipline of the church and it brought

-

funds for the poor.

Avarice, greed and superstition, inevitable in that age, were the
shadow side of this movement.(Z) Charlemange and the Councils sought to

mitigate evils which could not be entirely‘®abolished.

(2) The Catholic historian Ratzinger 1s entirely frank in describing
vhe venality and greed of some of the bishops and others of the clergy,

b 200,
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Commutation in fines.- The ancient German tribes were accustomed
to accept as expilation of personal injuries a money fine, payment to king

for breaking the peace, compensation (o the injured party, and explation

money (Wechsgeld) to the family of a man slaln by accident or in a quarrel.

The church could not easily abolish a deeply rooted and respected custom,
50 the discipline of the clergy utilized it and turned it into a source
of revenue, at first for the poor, but later it was abused by some of tihe
clergy and the stream of fines came to themselves. The demand of the
clergy Qas enforced. among the Tuetonic believers by a refusal -to absolve

them from sins if they declined to give for the poor,

Church income was subject to a fourfold division,- a tradition

from an earlier age: (1) one part was paid to the bishop; (2) a second

part went to the support of the inferior clergy; (3) the ecclealastial

‘must recelve a share for repalrs; (4) and the poor were to be aided from

the same source. This was a general, though not a universal division.
Some consideration was given in the smaller and less wealthy rural
parishes for the local clergy, their share 1ln the income being relatively

larger than in the case of cathedral churches with rich environuents,

In the administration of the church poor fund we note: (1) that

the bishop, as head of the clergy in his dlocese, ruled over all; (Z) an
archdeacon was made vicar of the bishop in matters of charity, like the

olkonomos or aerarius of the previous period; (3) the parish priests

reported ithelr accounts to the bishop. A sihrewd rule was common wiich

required the parson to divide the tithe received into its four parts in

{







presence of witnesses, a‘hint to modern chﬁrch lreasurers whé would keep
vhieir handling of church funds above suspiclon. Charlenange issued

orders not only requiring strict accounts from the clergy but also for-
bidding laymen.to appropriate to thelr own uses goods which‘belonged

to the church or to the poor. The poorer parishes were_freed fron certain
taxes;-while the property of the wealthy churches muét bear thelr due
share of the public burdens.

As a large part of the working population were reduced to vassal-
age under the feudal regime, and all dependents must be «cared for by their
lords, only the free laborers and laborers in church lands were left for
relief by church funds. Homeless orphans and foundlings were protected
and educated in cloisters; Christian captives taken by the heathens in

war were redeemed; strangers received hospitality.

The cooperation of Charlemange with respeci .to the clergy was
o)
felt in respect to poor relief: (1) he required the landlords to care for

their dependents, unfree men who were a.tached to their estates; (2) he
issued orders to punish and repress Lbeggars and vagrants; (3) free labor-
ers in sickness and misery, and laborers on church lands, were to be
cared for out of the poor funds of the chﬁrch; (4) the monasteries were
sources of relief and they were growing in importance; (&) hospitals
supplemented relief (o needy persons and famlilies; '(8) the craft gilds
were important agenciles of mutual help in toWns; (7) Chralemange, if he
couid have ruled long enough, would have had a free school in every parish.
From all 1aﬁds, even from England and Ireland, as in all ages from
appsiclic times, hLelp was‘sent 1o the church in Palestine,

(1)

On "Commendation" see Duruy, History of the liiddle Ages, p. 151.
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The legal enforcement of the payment of a tithe for poor relief
under Charlemnange ﬂelped to prepare the minds of men for the poor
laws which long afterwards grew up in Ingland and Germany; for, although
the media of distribution were ecclesiasticél and feudal, and not communal,
the idea of a tax for the poor levied according to incoue was'inherent
in the tithe. In earlier ages the thought of mathematical measurement

el

of the giver of charity and of legal compulsion in collection had been
repugnant to the feelings of Christians. DIminent uen of the clergy pro-
tested against Charlemang's insistence on an enforced rate for the poor;

but there was no other way and his will prevailed.






.In the middle of the eighth century Chrodegang,.bishop of Metz,
made earnest efforts to improve poor relief in his diocese. He made
listé of the-indigent in the city and neighboring countfy, ana regulabed
the methods of giving relief. Every fortnight, oh a Saturday, the needy
rersons must assemble in the-cathedral‘tofiiéten to’sermons, and.twice
in each year go to confession. The rule of Chrodegagg was extended in
Gaul, was improved by the learned deacon of lMetz, Amalarius an&lendorsed
by the council of Aix-la-Chapelle(Aachen) (817). According to this
arrangement phe bishop must live acommon ‘life with his subordinate
clergy, must care for the poor of his.city; and must see that a hospital
was malntained in connection'Wifh the clerical residence (cloister,.claus—
trum), for the poor and for sirangers. Similar regulations were made
for the cloisters of Women'de?oted to the religious life. Directly in.’
charge of a hospital nust be placed oﬁe who "hates avarice and loves

"hospitality."

Monasteries which had been under the rule of-Benedict and acquired
propertiy were often‘plundered by wbrldly bishops and arrogént laymén.
Boniface (742) and Pirruinled the way to lmprisoament and Charlemange
alded the reforms. With each cloister must be maintained a hospice,.
Charlemange in 789 issued an order (capitulare) that the rule of Denedict
sfould be followed and that'cﬁarity should be practiced. The cellar-
naster (éelleharius) must be honest and kind, feed the hungry, ald the
sick and Christ must be honored by welcome given to strangers. The mon-
astery must not only relieve the distress of itis own dependents who cul-
tivated 1ts lands, but must also provide for uﬁhers who, sick or hungry,
Knocxed at thelr door.

Illustrations from shinning exaumples are tihe Abbot Adalhard (822

of thie cloister:: of Corvie.






Ratzinger sings the praise of the monks and their contribution to
piety, learning and charity. o. c. p. 216-218,

See Dante's praise of St. Dominic, Par. XII, 103-1086.

ine work of the clergy for the improvement of the condition of

e poor.- Preventive and constructive philanthropy is not a modern
inovation. The wisest men of all ages have seg?the value of provident
methods to anticipate ruin.

The clergy of the early MiddlevAges led in the organization of
sociely; they constituted the one universal brotherhood among the petty
warring tribes and peoples of Europe. (l) They sought to bring princes
under thie sway of Christiqn notives of wustvce and benevolenge and they
partly succeeded, (2) Slavery was brougbt to an end under Charlemange;
serfs were protected against caprice and oppression by law and discipling
the serfs on Church lands were more kindly treated than others. (3) The
monks set an exampie of industry and they taught useful aris and crafts
ahich improved the taste and productive efficiency of laboreré. A war-
like peoplé, decendants of nomadic wanderers, Lad not learned to like
'regular manual labor and.it was difficult to acquire the habit;(4) The
giidS'were.organized on religlous principles, were influenced by_the
clergy, and became important ecomomic aids in “imes of trial; they repre-

sented the mutual benefit associations of the age.






Under the ancient Roman Impire the church members could help
’ g by gifts | R oEe

the poor only by personal reliel, Wiich mitigated. suffering; while
dfter the conversion of the northera tribes the clergy became influen-
tial in legislation, in administration of government and in the devel-
oprment of Judiecial interpretation of law. The superior learning of
nany ecclesiastics and their control. of the religlous belief and  fears
of princes and people opened up an apportunity for a kind of social policy

which they often used for the permanent improvement of the lot of the poor,.







—

The doctrines and princlples of Church leaders and theologlans
of the times of Charlemange: (1) Alcuin, Beda, Haims of Halburbalt. See

Port-Nicene Fathers- See Ashley.

(1) Ratzinger, o. ¢, p. 233. The citations are largely repetitions of Iew

Testament ideas and teaclhings of earlier fathers.







Chapter II. ; ;

'

Poor Relief in the Second Period of the Middle Ages (843-1096 A.D

Section 1. The economic and political conditions of the period and the
problems of philanthropy set by soclal needs.

7 fter Charlemange, the central, royal, unifying government was
dissolved and the empire was divided. (817). TFor centuries there was a
struggle between local lords seeking to maintain their own dignity and
power and the historic tendency to build up nations, represented hy kings.
Frequently these militant lords were rude in maners, barbarians 1ln blood
arid feeling, disdainful of culture, without the discipline of a strong
mnonarchy and arbitfary in the administration of justice.

The period of the 10th century was especially dark; in the latlter

part of the 12th century a light dawned.

Bec. 2, Church Regulation cof Charity.

From the decline of the central government after Charlemange and
the economic and political chaenges just noted the church ceased to pro-
mulgate general regulations of relief. Fach country followed a somewhat -
difrerent course of development.

The clergy themselves yielded to the rude and cruel spirit of the
age where every strong man was a law unto himself. DBishops and monks
often became oppressive to thelr serfs, as military lords themselves. DBut
there were noble men of religion ready to protest agalnst greed and cruel-

ty, and in the issue not without result.






Parochlal .and diocesan forms of relief were much affected by the
economlic and political conditions. The funds which Charlemange had en-
deavored to protect were often appropriated by the feudal lords. The
clergy over large areas were.poor, ignorant and despised. Multitudes of
the labofing population wefe in a condition of serfdom. The free laborer
became a serf, and as only free laborers were left for church poor relief

its scope was greatly restricted and its organization enfeebled.

Under these donditions many of the monésteries’sheltered and
Tortified within strong walls, and respected by the people, prreserved the
best traditions of the arts, of culture and of charity. The rural pop-
ulation, many of them dependents on monastic estates, supplied the cellars
and granaries of the recluses, trusted in the. - prayers of the consecrated

men, and furnished goods for them to distridute to the poor.












Cities and towns toward the close of this period undertook the
care of poor persons. The burgher spirit was growing;‘merchants and
craftsmen in Germany increased in wealth‘and wished to make themselves
Telt in local government. They endowed hospitals, built churches, em-
ployed devoted persons of the religious life to care for the feeble, aged

and sick in their institutions of charity.






France. _In the general disorders which followed the'death of
Charlemange (814), and the fallure and death of his weak bﬁt pious son
Lovis le Dibounain (914—840), the ecclesiastical possessions and income
were largely confiscated and wasted and the poor left without resocurces.
The corruption invaded the life of priests and bishops. Councils and
synods exhorted the disciples of Christ to repent and restore; but the

feudal lords feared neither kings nor priestly excommunication.

Hincruar of Theims is a type of the ecclesiastic who kept alive the

anclent spirit of the falth. He made appeal to the rules of Charlemange's

time. (1)

\

(1) Ratzinger mentions (p. 240) Herman of Nevers and Riaclf of Soissens.

In the midst of misrule the abbey of Cluny was established
by tlie Benedictine monks at the beginning of the 10th century (910), and
its rise was marked by an awakening of sincere piety and mercy in (1)

nonastieries.

In the same period Gerhard wrought in Belgium to purify the

cloister life and relieve distress. DBut the evil was too deep to be

o

speedily healed; the tithe, not without some protest, was lost to the

parish, and charity was again compelled to depend upon the fluctuating

and uncertaln gifts which might be evoked by religious hope and fear.

(1)) The first Abbot, St. Odo, is distinguished.












Germany.- GCermany had its own peculiar development. Poor
relief was nevr systematically organized there until Charlemange, of
whose system we have already spoken. During the ninth century the
regulations of Charlemage were generally known and the.eclesiastical
authorities cooperated in enforcing the tithe and securiﬁg a fourth part
of the income to the poor. While abuses abounded it would-appear that_
conditions did nol become so hopeleSsly bad as in France, and the bishops,
save where rich and powerful, often set an example of liberal and some -

what systematic charity.

Henry III, king of Germany, died in 1056, and after his death the
royal control of the nobility was too weak to keep them in order. The
bishops and archbishops in Germany'hadlong since cone to be rulers of
estates and sérfs, and to their cfedit be 1t sald many of them had upheld
discipline of the clergy, giving liberally to the poor, and held the parish
priests to the task of dividing thelr Incomes with those who were in need.
But the s eeds of decay were in thisbwealth and political power; the epis-
copal palace sometime became the abode of luxury and set an evil example.

The holy Bernard, type of the best ohﬁrch dignitary, organizer
of good works, inspirer of,piety and morality, represented the ancient
spirit of benevolence; and he was not entirely alone. The history of the
German Church before the end of the 1lth century is illustrious with

splendid names and deeds,






Then a tree has decayed within it éasily falls befqre a storm
which would not have crushed its trunk if this had remained sound to
the center. The storm which broke on the Chureh from a turbulent,only
partly civilized nobility, after the royal lLead grew too\feeble to re-
. strain it, found the clergy too weak in themselves, too yielding to
threat and bribe, to stand erect. After the closing years of the 1llth
cenwvury parish relief in Germany was demoralized. Hosplitals were founded;
nany monasteries were agencies of relief; but the parish clergy and
bishops no longer administered the fund of benevolene as thelr predeces-
sors had done and as the regulations of Charlemange intended should be

perpetual.
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Engiand.- Ia England monasteries obtained-weélth and influence,.
Hospltals were founded,- from the seventh century onward. Feudal lords
were expected to care for their feeblé and needy serfs aﬁd dependents.
Slavery was mitigated by clerical influence, Llhwrough preaching and disci-
pline, but it had a stubborn hold.

The same forces which were at work in Germany deeply affected
England. t is not probable, though information is unsatisfactory, that

the parish system was well developed in Englend. (1)

(1) See Ashley, Eng. Ecn. History, II1.,......., when he criticized Rabzin-
gir!'s view that England did enjoy a thoroughly aduinistered and effective

parochial system of relief.







The regulations of Charlemange were applied during the 10th
and 1lth centuries in England by eclesiastics of authority who weré in
cluse touqh with France and had lived there. The tithes were divided
into three parts,- one for the repairlof church buildings, one for the
priests, one for the poor. This seems to have been tlhe earlier rule in
France, but it gradually yielded place 4o the four-fold division. Hospit-
als were formed, and the clergy were required té prrovide entertainment for

strangers.,

- The rich estates and incomes which were given by nobles, kings and
peasants Lo the clergy were sometimes a cause of degradation of morals;
but this was met by the vigorous measure of upright men, like Archbishop

Dunstan of Coolterbury (260-580).

®
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Italy.

After Gragory, the Great, there was a decline. The Lombard
invasion induced social paraljsis7of fear and uncertainty. Charity
was gréaﬁly decentralized and country parishes were organized, Under
Charlemagne the tiths had bsen introduced by law, the landlords re-
quired to care for their dependents, and hospitals were placed under
the protecting shield of law, After Charlemagne thesre was a declins;
faudal oppression succeeded; the clergy wers depressed and corrupted,
the poor wefe neglected; parish reslief diminished, being deprived
of funds and administrators; institutions were founded énd monas-
teries became important factors in relief, The need of the age was
a revival of sincerity of faith, purity of life, bensficence of action;
and thes very depravity of the clergy and nobilipy seemed to excite
alarm and disgust, At least a partial reformation was demanded and

lead=srs of nobler type were found for the occasion,
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Chapter III. Third Period (1096-1270) of Middle Ages.

About the beginning of the 12th Century church parish rslief
had quite generally ceased in many parts of continental Europe, 2ven
when it had gained a certain importance, The monasteries, hospitals
and orders had come to b2 the chief agencies of relief, The causes
of this situation have already bsen mentioned, as they arose in a
previous period: (1) the obligation of the landlord to care for his
own varsals; (2) the lords and worldly bishops appropriated to
themselves the tithes, the material source of parish relief; (3)
the "secular" clergy often became ignorant, worldly and inefficient,
while the comparative purity and devotion of the monks gained popular
confidence; (4) there was a common bslief that the monks themselves,
as "poor" ("paupsres Christi"), wers entitled to the alms due to the

poor from all the faithful.l

1., Citation of Pseudo-Isidovian Decrutal, of Pope Urban, in
Ratzinger, o.c., p. 282. note, . 5

Many preferred to give charity to and by means of the monasteries
because they wers thought to bs less worldly and s2lfish than the
parish clergy. "For cesnturies the cloisters were the central points
of all resligious, charitable and educational activity"™ (Ratzinger
0.6, P. 288).

During the 12th Century there were many indications of a finer
and more humans spirit, The ancient literature begins to have wider
influence., Noble and bsautiful cathsdrals, glorious in majesty and
charming in decorations, rose 1n‘Western Europe, perhaps sometimes
at the cost of the poor fund, The works of charity were now touched

with a larger 1ntelligence.‘
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Hers and there are found foretokenings of mors rational methods,
aven of the duty to train and educate thes children of the poor to
find their way and earn their living by improved education. The
Church recognized this social duty of ficially, though its plans
ware inadequats and its administration imperfect,






Education: Free Schools.

It was in 1179 that the third Lateran Council promulgated
the following decree:- "The Church of God, being obliged like a good
and tender mother to provide for the bodily and spiritual wants of

the poor, desirous 10 procurs for poor children the opportunity for

‘learning to read, and for making advancement in study, orders that
each cathedral shall have a teacher charged with the gratuitous
instruction of the clergy of that church, and also of the indigent
scholars, and that he be assigned a benefice, which, sufficient
for his subsistence, may thus open the door of the school to the
studious youth, A tutor shall be installed in the other churches
and in the monasteries whers formerly thers were funds set apart

for this purpose,"

1., Compayn History of Pedagogy,p.69.
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Chapter IV, Fourth Period of Mediacsval Charity

(1270 -1517), to the Reformation,

Section 1, Social Conditions which set the problems
of philanthropy.

The emancipation of serfs had a dark side, for the rreedmeﬁ
lost their homes when thsy gained personal indepsndence; the land-
lord was under no obligation to a frese citizen, The gilds frequently
became selfish and narrow and excluded young men from entering trades,
Trade and manufacture wer:z no loager for the production of commodities
in restricted circles of household and neighborhood, and the makers
of wares no longer knew every need of their market,

Hence beggary incrsased and becams a veritable plague; and it
was further encouraged by popular coaceptions favorabls to indis-
criminate alms-giving. The wars broks up familiess and tumed

loose swarms of men unaccustomed to rsgular industry,
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The corporate life of cities was still furthur developed, The
Hauseatic cities along the coast of northern waters, and commercial
centers in Italy, France and England bescame mors opulent, The lay-
man was asserting himself and a bresak with escclesiastical domination

was imminent.






Section 2, The administration of relisf,

Parish relief was never entirsly suspsnded in any Christian
Country, but in this period it had become a subordinate factor.

Offerings for the poor were always taken at the church door,






With the eleventh century parish rslief practically disapﬁears from

the ecclesiastical legislatiqn and administration, though the nsces-
sity for Charity did not fail to evoke deeds and gifts of kindness.

But the form of administration must always changs to correspond

to the new social conditiona,

The chief agencies of charity now became thes monasteries, the
hospital orders and associations of laymen, the philanthropic
organizations of cities and ihe mutual benefit features of the gilds
of qraftsmen. These then are the institutions which call for preseﬁt
attention until we approach the Reformation, when the parish principle
was again recognized in a new way, after loamg trial proved that there
is no complete substitute in any other method, |
The monasteries were still popular and were trusted to collasct and
distribute glms. Their estates wers productive, They improved the
arts and crafts of their neighbors, thh their lands wers tilled
by serfs the condition of these dep=zndents was made tolerable. The
monks themsslves, in their best days, taught the duty and dignity
of labor by their own example, , |

But thers was a dafk side,- idleness, luxufy, vice, DPerhaps
this becamz more somber; psrhaps the conscisnce of the psople bhecame
mors sensitive; certain it is that near the Reformation the Germanic
people determined to put an end to these institutions and did so,
often in a very rough way, When ths fraternities of monks and the
corporations and orders came to treat funds entrusted to them for

the poor as possessions for their own advantage and’enjoyment the

social senss of Justice was offended,
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Hogpitals, as asylums for the poor, were with each succeeding

age, more fully specializsd. This was made possible by incresase in
population and resources, and was furthered by more intimate knowledge
of the varying needs of differsnt classes of indigsnt persons, the
sick, the aged, the children, the wanderer. Many city hospitals

were founded betwsen 1250 and 1350, In the l4th and 15th eenturies

in Germany the hospitals gradually came under town control, in

France the clergy administered them,
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The orders bscame more significant, Their members wers at

first chiefly of aristocratic rank, but later they bscame mors dem-
ocratic and lower classss of society wers reprazsented, The hospital
orders were associations of citizens, bound by vows to care for the
sick, to relisve distress, to build bridges and roads, to defend

the weak, Almost every social need was met by these orders in their
palmy days, They helped to bridge over ths chasm b<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>