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Adsburg Ordinances, 1522. ;  pusdicd aud
(pl 168)..0.0......."..CO."Q._...'!I.....00.'..0.'..! Tlle MAPOlitical ne 5
of a commercial city did not tolerate any romantic, idealistic experiments,
as in Wittenb@rg and Leilsnig. A spirit of sensible, technical knowledge
d of continuous communal politics based on experience runs through the
zggburg begging and poor laws without break since the second half of the
15th century. Konrad Peutinger 1s the author of most of these. Since 1490
this experinced ﬁfp§omaf, po%ifician and Juristic man of administration,
the distinguished and influential scholar,stood as a highly regarded authority
——in the service of his father city on the Lech; since 1497 he was for longer
than a generation the soul of the city régime, who settled the smallest
affair of administration personally with unexampled thoroughness,and in his
hands for decades, until 1534, carried the weight of the direction of business
without break. The ordinance of 1522 is the third regulation in respect to
poor relief since the beginning of his responsible central position. It
follows more energetically than before the old purposes of municipal relief
politics in that it created a strict organization of aduinistration and dis-
ribution of money and sharpens the control of the relieved by keeping a poor
léggﬁggg_gz.hgnsgnﬁg house visitation. Speclal concessions for beggars at
church doors were still granted. The Increasing soclal need could naturally
not suspend this regulation any more than the improvements of 1636 and 1641; .
still the breaking up of classes of the formally incorporated and dependent -
persons was now begun. :

A similar example of humanistic Catholic soclal reform was the cele-
brated N4urfiberg poor relief of July 23, 1522........ It is stlll more
characteristic than the Aykburg ordinance because 1t shows, indeed, distinct-
1y the influence of an enthusiastic minority favorable to LutheranisSh. seseese
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More than twenty years before Konrad Celtes in his celebrated monograph
on Neushberg had pralsed the arrangements of the Ngwfiberg city council
as the unattained example of Christian charity and of wise police legis-
lation. "With unbending harshness, with a system of cruel tortures the
council cares for the rest and security of the city." Admiringly Celtes
glves us a detalled and graphic picture of the city police regulations;
the fines and tortures, the implements of torture for every kind of beg-
ging draw from the arch humanist words of unlimited praise. That men and
women suffer the same tgrturé’he.holds as the summit of strict righteous-
ness of the city reform........./ At the same time the positive arrange-
ments for well-belng e by no means lacking; the funds for orphans and

! widows, and the{;ain- 0Vislons]) etec. are more carefully provided for than
elsewhelr'e. cevcseee e new ordinance of 1622 modifies all the previous
charitable, police and social-political measures; prohibition of begging,
administration of hospitals, provision of work and tools, advances to
hand workers in time of distress, grain stores for times of ghort crops,
distribution of alms,- all these were regulated under one
law and on one basis. The organization of the distribution of alms was
more strictly shaped, and changes were permitied to be made by the organs
of administration. Still later with the regulation of the question of
church and cloister possesslons Nﬁuﬁﬁberg recelved a specifically Protest-
ant ordinance for the church and the poor’.’. 9500 VI EEINEINENIIERREOIEDEOTN

Strasiburg. a:ﬁ

{ The regulation of the common alms giving was effected by an

of the councll of September 29, 1523........ The great faminein the year
1517 had disclosed the incumbrances of legacy and cloister of the cities
tin all thelr demoralization, and their irresponsible conduct completely
allen to social tasks had shown the antagonism between the industrious and
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‘ever-vigorous citizens and the comfortable, lazy cleéical persons in
parish and order. The unusually well-to-do incumb oft the funds had
in the most direct way in those hard times refused the petition of the
huncgé c}tmzens of Strasfburg to open their great provision of graln at

a price . Out of revenge for that several citlzens f astened the
thesPs of Luther on the church door and on the houses of the clerics. If
the dependence and confidence of the population already in the course of
the later Middle Ages,in consequence of the immorality of many clerics

and in consequence of changes of organization, as described, by which the
rights of the parson were given over to funds and cloisters, was greatly
threatened, now this confidence was completely dissolved.....seevveesssns
The new regulations of poor relief (1523), in spite of its real political
police threats, already shows a slight reaction. toward ecclesiasticism
which 18 manifest in the more pronounced use of the help of the Church and
of the offices of the church.!



















£ &wotatian from Bufgenhagen on the sacredness of common life:
"Christian people are never idle and without work. Vihien anyone accord-
ing to his position and nature does what God has commanded him, as
when a man works ta earn nourishment for his wife and children and
also for others, when a wife is obedient to her husband unto God, when
she cares for her children, those are all good works done with good
conscience for the honor of God and for a service and good example to
the neighbor. When a woman nurses the child, rocks or washes, or
when a mald sweeps the room she does a better work than all the nuns and
monks and priests." The injurious influence of an evangelical freedom
on general moralitx did not escape the reformer by any means. "I am
ashaned", he says, "that I may not name some cities who boast of belung
evangelical and still cannot prove it but knock at clolsters and storm
at altars and hunt priests and take goods which are not theirs."

(p. 202) The ordinances drawn up by John Bupgenhagen have four prin-
q;pé% points: for the Importance of the history of relief and of the
industrial and economic interest in general. The first polnt touches
the prohibitions of begging which are energetically pronounced 1n all
the Acte and the rejection of all foreign wanderersy-vagabonds; anéd

7 pemtiren; the second point is the unified accounts of receipts and ex-
penditures in relief; the third and the fourth points have reference to
thé persons relieved and contain regulations in respect to preventive
measures and care of the poor in their hemes. The second point, the
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erection of the common treasury, is the most important. Buygenhagen
made the attempt in accordance with the example of the great citlies in
the Netherlands and in south Germany, and in opposition to the first
evangelical poor ordinances in Wittenberg and Lelsnly, etc., to estab-
lish a poor relief treasury separated from other church property. This
attempt in each terrifory, Ian each city, in each village, 1n short in

almost every commune, o3 . 5] accord- #=
ing as the regulation of the poor rellef was a communal matter, were
already in the 15th century and earlier the most important eleme of

arochlal Jlow pecially the overslg of the properiy adminispration of N
dhurches and cloiXxters had been transffrred to th¢ magistrat
tthe city councills; \and ,further, according as thes
acceptance of the Reormation we under the moye or less gpeat [Influence
of a theological advider with He church and c)olster petty,/and third

according to the willinhgess and ability of t s brpthenhoods,
societles, nobility, cityde¢ouncils and other zed to control
legacies, wills, divine 8iiNs and welfare funds d who nmust give way to
the overseers of the funds imorder to make/pog organlza-

tion of relief of t¥ls right to\control;
experiment of Bufenhagen was directed ac

of funds.il , )

p. 202) he unified org ation, whose carrying out even church and
communal Toundation had mad®/poorirelief an independent part of economic
politics as it is today, w eady begun by the German great cities,
.ﬁsburg, Npurenberg, Stra Frankf4rt a. M., Breslau, Cologne,
Magdeburg, Hamburg, ete.4 in consbyuence of economic necessity in the
form of communal CoOmmMO efore 1525; the so-established

ding to the degree\of separation
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