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LYNCH LAW IN THE UNITED
STATES.

———

PROTEST BY BIRMINGHAM AUDIENCES.

Two meetings were held in Birmingham yesterday at
which addresses were delivered by Miss Ida B. Wells
(an American negro lady) and Miss C. Impey (of Street,
Somerset) in explavation of the Lynch Law in the
'Unitf:d States of America. In the atternocon there was
a fair attendance at the Assembly Room of the Young
Men’s Christian  Association. Councillor 8. Lroyp

_"”g‘.“ded.(‘.n the absencs of the Rev. F. 8. Webstar through
in. igposition). The rev. gentleman, however, wrote:
e 'avle read with Qeep sorrow of the flagrant injastice
shoan the blacks in the Southern States, and trust that
public Ch\"'“!““ sentiment will be sufficiently aroused to
protest effe, “faally against the inhuman prachices which
prevail.’—Alq “Tmau White also wrote sympathising with
the objects of . '@ mesiing.—Miss Ipa B, WELLS was
introduced by Mr. s.- L« Impey. She said that many of
those in this conntry Who had inferested themselves in
the autislavery agitaton seemed to think that the
freeing of the slaves gave to the megroes in America all
the liberties which ($hers enjoyed to make men and
women of themselves, but unfortumately that was not
true. The resentment of the Southern white people
about the taking away from them of their slaves had
‘never ceased to show Jtself against the negro at
any and every opportuni.'y. For the first 10 years
after the war it was the crim 2 0f using the ballot that
‘ formed the immediate reason x °F murdering the negroes,
Those magsacres would leave ny, o8 the Southern States
of the Union a stain that could r, ¢ver be wiped away.
“The general tendency of the legisla "ion of the Statesin
regard to the negro was directly retr, "gressive iustead of
progressive, and while s a servant the DESro was wel-
come in all parts of America, -and «* 1€gro. woman
"o trying & white child would be reccived 10 8 railway
cap with the same recognition as a white Woman, an
edue 2ted, self-respecting woman with ivegro. blood in
her w ins would be dragged out with ignowiny. It was
e sy D€ in the hotels and the churches. A Chaistian
ministe. * Would not even administer the Sac,;ament to a
negro 8. ’d,t’a by side with & white comm unicant —
{“Shame ). But for a few institutions ewupport
by Northe: 0 Philanthropists there would be no p.rovision
whatever in the Southern States for the higher edu ‘eation
of the race, 8. d this provision was woefully insuff cient.
The administr. tion of the law was entirely in . the h ands
of the white pes,Ple, and there was consequently no &et;r.
of a negro guilty o 8crime beingable to escape the pena.\ty..
{his was llustratec! by prisou statisties, which show
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hang him to the 'n
town, or the nearest tree i e coun
fied with that amuse themseives by uhdobiggobuulh
jnto the body ? No.selfx mob in the Southern
Btates considered that it had doneits duty until every man
had lodged a bullet in the body. In one instance the
mob ranged themselves undew the body and were photo-
% graphed, and a copy of tie picsure was gent to a promi-
nent advocate of the negro’s canse. Boys of four years
'old were among those that .were photographed. The
‘Chicago Inter-Oceam, however, was the only paper
throughous the length and breadth of the United States
that had the courage to publish articles in denun-
ciation of the crimes. Since 1882 over a thousand
black men and women and children had been
lynched — (*“Shame,” and cries of *‘ Abominable %
Some of the charges made against the victims were of tie
viless description, and often without any ground what-
ever. They were made with the object of shutting off
ithe sympathy of the world, and as the papers and the
telegraph were in the band of the whites it was impos-
gible to contradict these statements. One-third of the
victims had been charged with assaults on white women,
and the remainder with all sorts of crimes, ranging from
murder to that on whicli & man was huog in Tennessee—
mamely, that he was ‘“drunk and ‘eassy’ to white
prople "—(** Shame ”),  Miss Wells proceeded to allude
to the fiimsy evidense wupon which people, who
had  afterwards bees proved to be innocent,
were lynched, and said 16 was clear that it - was
not atestation of the crime that actuated the
mob, bu the class of the person accused. The action
of the moy oceurred in the tbriving cities of the South,
in New Orle 2ng, in Nashville, Tennessee, in Memphis,
aud other pupulous centres.  In Memphis. the city in
which she edifyd her paper, Th'e Free Speech, o place of
75,000 inbabitanta. thefirst cane of lynching was that of
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three men who ha 1 m
an attack on their prosperous bu.iiness. They were the

president, the manager, and the cierk of a grocery stove,
and there was every reason to behsve t}m; thg authori-
ties had acted in collusion with then business rivals, - At
midpight what appeared to be an attiwck upon the store
was made, and the negroes in quesilon fired npon
men who surned out afterwards to be Deputy-_Shenﬁs,
and whose excuse was that they were searciung for a
man who might bave been a-rested at any time during
the day, and who was not known to be a desperate
character. As soon as the neyroes knew the facts of the
case they gave up their firearm § aud disclaimed any in-
tention of resistiug the officers of the law. They were
put in prison, and on the day at ter the announcement
appeared that the wounded office 8 would recover they
were dragged cut of prison by the 1wob and bung, The
thing had beeu arranged at g mee. g re}{orted in the
papers as consisting of ** solid business men, * and though
he lynching took vlace at two o’clock in the morning it
was reported with names and the fullest details in the

per thab went to press ab three, showing that every-
thing had been most carefully planned. And yet the
verdiot at the inquest was that the deceased met with
their dewth at ths hands of persous unknown tothe jury.
Artiales on dynching appenred in tha Fyee Speeos, =i
the resulé’ that after an’ announcement In the
lcading paper of Memphis her office was wrecked, ke
manager was driven out of the town, and wit!
herself (she being in New York at the time,
forbidden to return on pain of being shot, Mis
Wells cited several instances of lynching, nnd‘ ir
CULT LA v -eun s seslntion-paaed on Suudey- Tigh.
by a large body of Christian worshippers assembled in
the Coventry Road Congregational Church, Birmingharn,
condemning the practice of lynching as tending to lower
the high and deserved esteem in which the United States
is held among civilised nations.— A resolution in similar
terms was proposed by Mr. F. IMPEY, seconded by Miss
Iupry, and unanimously cairied.

In the evening a meeting was held in the Cantral
Hall, Corporation Street.—The Rev. J. C. STREET pre-
sided, and said that he did not wonder at the objection
to form new organisations, for already they had too
many. But when was there an occasiou when the public
of Birmingham were irresponsive to a cry for mercy and
an appeal for justice? These cries were not nailed dowa
by locality or by race, and Birmingbam people had
thitherto been responsive to a worthy call—(hear, hear) X
Although Englishmen could not alter the lawe of the
States, they could at least bring the moral seutiment of
this country to bear upon the moral sentiment of the
Urited States, and probably they would find in the
futore, as in the past, that moral force was more
powerful than swords and canuons, and that kind feel-
jug expressed here would have the best influence upon
the race on the other side—(applause). §Miss WELLS
then addressed the meeting, She spoke of the treat-
ment of negro prisoners, who were so beaten that before
they could put on their shirts they were coloured
crimson with blood. Men and women were chained
together and herded in the stockades like cattle, It was
almost impossible to understand how such a state of
things could be allowed to exist. The cruelty was hidden
from the world, but it existed, and existed mostly because
the poor black men, who were the sufferers, had no one
to voice their sufferings. All this went on under the
name of law, and besides all this cruelty there was
lynch law. A white man who thought he had a
grievance against a black citizen had ouly to sayso to
%alf-a-dozsu of his white friends, and it was a very easy
atter to get a number of them to capture him, beat
him, bang him on the nearest tree, and riddle his body
with bullets. This had become a favourite pastime in the
South. She agaiu emphasised the fact that in such cases
verdicts were returned when the inquests were beld that
the man was killed by personz unknown. The negro had
waited, prayed, and fought for the time when he would
enjoy the rights of citizenship, but the time seemed
farther off than ever when they ware being burre: d
shot. Sbe instanced a case where one man, af v
loosed from the stake, was eaught hold of +-
of the mob, and after he had been br
body they threw him into the fle
people looked on and eheered—'
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where hristian sentiment
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