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Ao OCOUPTID QHEAS. " T T B b e .

- AACHEN is 2 nghost ‘town", the easterly districts of the -city still being
part of the combat sone. - Some 4,000 people remain-in the center of this city
which once had a population of 160,000, No shops are open, so,that even the
remaining inhabltants are rerely seen on the streets. From AACHEN cones
an illustration of the -difficulties which. Allied forces will encounter as they
penetrate deepct into the Reich. Sinee food is a major problem, the only
food presently aveilable. coming from-private .stocks, rilitary government began
to recruit ¢ivilian labor from BRAND camp to ‘harvest the potato.Crop,before it
was spoiled by winter frost. At one farm, the farmer and his wife, with a
young assistant, were blown up by a mine when they drove a cart across their

Field. American engincers who came to their rescue found 48 mines 1n one patch,

This discouraged further volunteering. (It goes without saying that the Aray
authorities are cognizant of this problem but the higher priority of’
operational needs ‘is apt to delay its elimination). .

Although it is still out of the queé&ion to organize any enquiry thorough
enough to give really relisblc results,|a number of individual interrogations
of refugees has helped to make clear the attitudes of Aacheners towards

" particular questions of psychological warfare interest. It appears that the
‘average citizen does not expect much from the future, and claims that he will

be satisfied with work whieh provides for him the bare necessities of life.
This is a part of his belicf that the war is lost and of the absence of hope .
for post-war Germany in gencral, a condition which seldom evokes any
suggestions as to how the fubure might be improved. | 5 L

There are signs of the familiar aceusations cropping up to the-effect that
the newly-appointed city officials include former collaborators; part of the
explanation is probably Lo be found in perscnal. jeal usies, part in a
difference of opinion ag to what consbitubés Mcollaboration!. All the
evidence seems to indicate, however, that the new liayor, who 1s known as having
been before 1933 a strong supporter of ‘the Catholic Center party, is personally
regarded with favor. : FLeE it

B. ENEMY ARFAS

(1) ILamediately in the path of the Allied advance

From COLOGNE have come further reports of friction between the population
and the Nazis. biore significant, however, is a P/W report which suggests that
in COLOGNE the party is preparing to play a role considerably different from
that in AACHEN., It is said that only high Periy officials have left the city.
Lower orders of the hierarciy have remained to supervize the procurement and
distribution of manpower for Schanzerbeiten (workers on fortifications) and
the Volkssturm. Tho present policy 38 to retain 211 malcs between 16 and 60
for those pufboses and only to provide transport out of the city for women
and children. If tuds report is aceurate, COLOGNE woy provide the first major
showdown between the Perty and the po, wlation. Tuc f£ollowing relevant data
has been received in several reports on the city. Botween 3/4006,000 civilians
remain in the city. Ia addition there is & large number of foreign WoTKErs,
chiefly Italian, Russian, and French.  Considereble anti-~Nuzi activity is
centered in CULOGNE (e.o., it is claimed that 30 per cent of the workers!
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children belong to opposition groups led by older people), and dissension
within the VS in COLOGNE his alreacdy been reported by Ps/W. Inereasing
friction between old and young is predicted on the ground that young people,
as a result of their Nazi education, no longer show the slightest trace of
that respect toward age which older Germans look for. Tuerc have also been
predictions that if armed and deployed in the woods, anti-Nazis would fire
upon Nazis.

The RHINELAND is the center of numerous tales about frevolutionary"
movements within Germany., Host frecuently mentioned as centers of
oppositional activity are COLOGNE, DUISBERG, ESSEN, and DUESSELDORF - cities
which lie directly in the path of Allled troops. The evidence, as has been
suggested before, is vague and contradictory, but the following facts seem to
emerge. The organization most frequently mentioned by name is EDELWEISS—
PIRATEN, who are known as Edelweiss or Caramba in COLOGNE, and as
Schlangenbaende (snake-bands) in HANOVER. It is commonly referred to as a
Catholic youth organization designed to combat the Hitlerjugend though in many
cases growing up inside that body. There is very little indication of any
positive ideological basis, and it is probable that the organization took its
origin in little more than rivalry between youthful gangs based on purely
personal motives., According to the testimony of four members of the group
from KOHLSCHEID, their activity scems to have been denoted largely to the
creation (?) and rendition of their own songs, code names, and secreb
insignia. Occasionally they make sorties in search of individuals or small
groups of HJ or BDM members, whom they beat up. Claims have bcen made that
the members are armed (in somc cases only the lcaders), but no hard evidence
of this has yet been received. There is no trustworthy estimate of numbers
involved, but the present membership seems to consist largely of youngsters
under 15, of both sexes, for the older ones are now in the Arcy or the work
battalions or the Heimatflak. The increasing number of Ps/W who claim
knowledge of, or membership in, the EGolweiss indicate a source of potential
strength which is of no practical use at the moment. The group is further
hampered by the cellular form of organization it has been forced to adopt,
the result of which is littlec or no communication between cells and a felt
lack of leadership. While it must be borne in mind that more completc evidence
might reveal greater strength, that so far available seems to justify the
conclusion that the group will not be able to play a major role in assisting
the sdvance of our troops into areas which are their strongholds. Uantil then,
the most that can probably be expected of underground organizations is that
their members should keep in touch with one anothier and out of the Gestapo's
clutches. :

{ii)  General

Hitler's failure to make his proclamation in person is clear evidence
of incapacity of some sort. On the other hand, the text was in places
extremely characteristic of him, though elseuhere it scems possible to
discern the hand of Himmler. On this vasis the conclusion woulc be that
the Fuehrer, though ill in some wey, is still alive. (If hc were really dead,
the regime would hardly have becen foolhardy enough to go so far in suggesting
the opposite). It is proobable that his failurc to appear on 9 Novoamber
provoked considereble speculation in Germeny, where rumors of his insanity,
though not hitherto of his death, have been current for some time, If the
decision to provide a celebration on 12 -November was taken with a view to
dispelling such stories, it is highly unlikely to have achieved its aim.
The general line of propaganda comment on the occasion suggests that the
incapacity, whatever it may be, is expected to last soume time, Hizmlcr!s
appearance on this occasion suggests that he has ousted Geering from the post
of successor and serves to confirm stories about the latter's eccentric
conduct.

Fresh news about the Volkssturm suggests that the Party leaders may be
pursuing their familiar tactics of first persuading the other side (in this
case the Reichswehr) to concede an inch anc then proceeding te take an el
Whereas first reports suggested that the numbers ealled up would be limited
(even sometimes stressing the good physical meterial availeble) and that not
more than onc battalion would be formed in each district (i.e. about 900,000
men for the whole Reicin) it has now been expressly stated that everybody will
be enrolled, since even those who are semi-fit can serve as sentrics. This

SECRET




3l SECRET

will give a total of over four millions. Battalions are being formed into
regiments. Again, whereas previous decrees left it rather obscure at what
stage (if any) the regular Army avthorities would take over comand of the

VS, it now appears that in Fast Prussia, Party political leaders and state
officials are being formed into speeial units, who will be able "to keep a
firm grip on their areas up to the most advanced trenches. This makes it
possible to dispense with the military adminigtration which would otherwise
have to be set up in regions near the front®. The Party, in fact, seems to
be having the best of both worlds. It has used a military protext to

inerease considerably its control over the entire male population of Germany,
but it has avoided giving any share of that contrel vo the military commanders,
presumably because it does not feel convinced of theiv readiness to use

this instrument as a means of resisting up to the point-of annihilation. By
incorporating the whole nation into a body which will die rather than
surrender, thc leaders no doubt hope to make cach German feel that he has lost
all chance of escaping by his personal action from the doom which (according
to the official propaganda) the Allies have in store.

Whereas about a year ago Nazi encouragement of the Vhite Russian movenent
scemed to be at an end and its leader General VLASOV in disgrace, (allegedly
because he rcfused to have anything to do with German projects to partition
Russia) differences appear recently to have been patched up and Vlasov, his
progranm unchanged, brought into the limelight. On 14 Noveiber his new
uCommittee of Liberation of the Peoples of Russia" held its foundation meeting
in Prague. Thc objects of this move appear to be (z2) to counter the German
fecling of hopelessness at being faced by the overwhelming masses of the
Soviet Union, which is to bc achieved by showing that an important part of
the Russian pcople is on the German side. (b) To support the Nazi argument
that the struggle against Bolshevism is necessary and is recognized by an
ever-increasing number of people,  There mey also be a desire to show the
Germans they have a counterpart to the Free Gerpan Committce in Noscow. All
these factors make the publicity given to Vlasov interesting for the light
it throws on Geman public opinion. As to the suggestions that the thite
Russian forces arc going to be used to kuep order inside Germany and that
Vlasov is being exploited for his nuisance value as a means of inducing the
Soviet Union to open peace negotiations, the most that can be said is that the
first is more credible than the second. Vlasov's Prazue manifesto contained
objections, on "liberal! grounds, to the Bolshevik tyranny, but these were
omitted from the reports given to the German home public.

Sterilization of the unfit has been abandoned. Some of the conditions
which in 1939 justified sterilization are no longer allowed to justify
exenption from military service.
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P.RT II — BaTTIZ FRONT.

General Picture..

1. . During the past week attention has been focussed on the west where
the front of first one army and then another has flared into activity, until
at the close of the week the whole line from LRNERIL to the Swiss border is in
moverment with the .Lllies attacking in every sector. :

2, Teather conditions are difficult, snow has fallen in many parts of
the front and, the enemy having been able to prepars his positions, extensive
minaficlds and wire are being met, especially in the scctor north and south
of [\CHEN where resistance appears heaviest. '

3, The nunbers of Pis captured in the weck's offersive arc not yet to
hand but during the week, November 6 to 13, the tobal figure for Plis since
D day rose from 665,000 to 678,000, an increase of 13,0C0. :

WEZSTERN FRONT.

Lo (a) In the south, French troops attacking in the BELFORT arca have
nade advances both towards this city on which they are closing in, MONTBELTIRD
having been occupied, and further north o the south west of GERLRDEER.

(b) Bast of EPTNAL and LUNEVILIE the line has been advanced
substantially and our troops arc ab the approaches to ST. DIE, RLON 1'ETLPE
and BLLMONT.

(¢) Further north the attack in the METZ rogion has met with
considersble success mnd acvances from both south cast and north west have
pushed forward so that the line now runs very roughly from a point 5 kilo-
metre~ north east of DIEUZE to the south castern suburbs of METZ, circles
METZ on She west to a point on the north castern outskirts of the city and
then . an arc alrpost parallel with the River VOSELLE to the German frontier
about 15 kilometres east of PERL.

5, Tn the LACHEN area two attacks have been launched which have nade
progress in the face of heavy opposition. The fMrst drive cast of STOLBERG
has nade progress to the north and cast and the second has thrust from the
Dutch border towards JULICH.

6. On tho Dutch front the Second British [rmy has attacked the enerny
galicnt west of VENLO and reached the IEUSE at ROERIDID and the canals to
the north and easte Patrols have crossed the MEUSE and troops are also
across the canal south of MEIJEL, which was captured on Thursdays

LASTERN FRONT.

n. (a) No significant moverent has taken place in ELST PRUSSIL or
POL.ND but in HUNG.RY the Russians rcport further gains north of the River
TT8Z, and have also oxtended their bridgehecad across this river, occupying
1EZ0 KOVESO on the BUDALPEST-IISKOLCZ railway e They now, control 25 riiles of
this railroad north of SZOLNOK. ‘

(b) South of BUDLFEST there are unconfirmed reports of a bridge-
head having been established on the west bank of the River DINUBE south west
of SUBOTIC... Tn the Central Carpathian region J.SZ.PLTI has bean occupieds

TELYe
8 Tn the /driatic sector, progress hes been made north west of FORLI

in ‘the faee of heavy opposition including tankse. The enery appear to be
steanding behind the line, FIUMI UNITI - RONCO = C.N.LIE NUOVO.
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BLLKA4NS.
L

9. (a) ilthough the Cerman troops in Northern .ILBNTIL are
separated from the main German-occupied areas by partisan-held districts,
it is not considered that they will havs any difficulty in forcing their
passage through these zones. They have in fact captwed PIFVLJA in MONTE-
NEGRO which seems to be an indication that they are trying to cut another
withdrawal route to SER.JEVO. They have also driven a wedge into partisan=
held territory west of KR.IJEVO.

(b) :n advance by BULG.RIE troops closer to SKOFLJ@» is
reporteds

BURLZ..

e e

10, On the CHINDVINV front .llied troops have occupied MY
unopposed and other illied troops have made progress in the MYITKYING
railway corridor.

PHTLIPPINES.

11. Our troops on LEYTE continue to meet determined resistance but
slizht advances have been madee
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PART_TTI
WEHRIACHT 1MORALE

I. RECENT PRISONERS:

Renewed activity on the First U.S.Army front during the last
two weeks has resulted in the capture of Ps/W whose widespread
defeatism and limited fighting qualitles did not prevent them from
offering firm resistance and maintaining good discipline. The
Psychological “arfare Combet Team cn this frontc reports. that these
Ps/W "clearly illustrate the efforts cof the enemy to hold the line
with makeshift units composed of workers and physically unfit
veterans from other fronts in order to give the regular divisions
time to reorganize somewhere in Germany"

Or a group of 35 Ps/W from the 275th Fusilier Bn taken in
this First Army drive, 15 different Units were encountered. The
Tact that fighting units are scattered collections of men from
various branches of service, with varying amounts of training and
physical fitness, continues to hage a depressing effect on the enemyfs
morale. These Ps/W cannot be considered representative of the more
determined and better organized men who are certain to bu encountered
as the Allied drive progresses.

A P/W from a Volksgrenadier Division, captured on the 7th
Army Front, has summarized the reactions of many other German sol-
diers who find themselves thrown into such fighting units.

"T have nsever seen such a jumble of men. Many come from
the Navy and have had no I'anfantry training at all; others
from the homeguard battalions who suddenly. became good
enough for combat duty. Most of them wers old men from

the last war, who already had had enough of it then, and
they told us that the people's grehadlurs wers particularly
good fighting units.® .

Some progress by the snemy in regrouping these field units is,
however, indicated by a report from the Third US Army. Here per-
sonnel of Units ars described as being bzlow pre D-day standards,
but at lsast the troops now know the names of their Commandsrs and
their regimental and divisional assignmsnts.

Among those new Ps/W who still express confidence in ultimate
victory, there are a certain number who in interrogation advance
as the basis of their belief arguments more factual in character
than the traditionally encountered reliance in secrect weapons and the
German character. They point out for example, that German supply
lines are now much shorter., Or again, that, as Germans are defending
their homeland, it is no longer necessary to set aside men for
fighting terrorists. The existence of rcserve divisions is now men-
tioned morec often, as well as incr:ased confidence about Garman
fortifications. The Atlantic Wall may have been a failure, but Ger-
man soldiers ars now, or so it is arguecd, taking ths task of digging ir
in more serioivsly. Vorcover, the trcacherous Gensrals who abandoncd
France have been eliminated.

These arguments almost always cmerge in company with the
theory that the Allies have been upset in their time schedule. The
convinced T /W argucs: "Two months ago, everybody belicved that the
Allies could simply walk through to Berlin. 7You have failed to do
this., If you werc actually so strong, and ws so weak, then you would
have made better progress. Now perhaps you cannot do it anymors.™
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The existences of such attitudes indicates a msasure
of success for Nazi propaganda which even before D-day claimed that
the Allies are pressed for political reasons to win a quick victory,
if they are not to .Jose thes war. As a result, those soldiesrs who
are completely loyal to the Fuchrer havs interpreted the compara-
tive lull of the past two months as an indication that the Nazi
claims were correct. It has ofsen been pointed out that it is this
ninorisy of Nazified soldiers who in largs measur:z maintain the
fighting effsctiveness of the Wehrmacht and kesp the doubters in
‘check., The strengthening of the determination of this *"hard corse" by
such propsgenda will have impordent effects in prolonging final
resistance. (sze bslow GERMAN CLUNTER-~-FROPAG:NDA). i :

IT. IAST DITCH "/ARFARE:

: fThe average German soldier, with the exception of the
/ dichard Nazi, sesms to view with disfavour the possiblity of a
-/ scorched earth policy, end scldom considers himself as a potzntial
recruit for a guerilla arny. Nevertheless detailed interrogations
indicate that the majority of Ps/W trust their lzadership to the
‘extent that they will at lsast attempt to carry out all orders for
final resistance.> Of 26 Ps/W questioned by PWD-SHARF, 12 stated
that their leaders would not capitulate and that they as soldiers
would obey all orders. Somne of them cited faith in Hitler, or fear
of Russia,as the basis for thair willingnsss to carry out all orders.
On the other hand 10 Ps/7 stated that the "Fuchrung” would attempt to
fight to the end, but the Iandser and the ¢ivilians would not be so
- foolish as to participats and spill blood foolishly. Only two
Ps/W mentioned the Rhine and Ruhr as the final limits of rosistance.

: The points of view at the opposite extreme, was presen=-
ted by a 45 yoar old dessrter who dcclarad that the German pczopls
would coerteinly never fight as partisans. If armod bands of Nazis
took to the woods, anti-Nezis would firc on them and seck revenge
for all they had suffered during the laest 11 yaars.

Three Ps/W were doubtful as to whather final resistance
should be carried out. Only the introduction of new weapons would.
in their view justify a last ditch stand. If they were not, sven

1l the prescnt fighting would ha'rs beaon the greatest swindle in

hs history of mankind. A SS men is rcported to have desarted
because ne was told that he would have to fight as a partisan after
organized rssistance was over. Ps/W report, that the NSFO Officers
(propaganda officers) have in som: casces told thoir men that the
families of dssorters will suffoer and that the names of zvery
daserter is known sinec the American radio ennounces all their names.
A considerable amount of cvidencs suggests that, at least as far

as ths intontions of ths Party ars concernad, the first of these
thr:ats is by no means cnpty. e o5

ITTI. DESERTIONS:

No cvidence has been recesived that descrtions arc
occuring in numbers of any conscquence. Rcenewed drives usually re-
sult in thc capturs of many wtoken rcosistorsy but the previously
reported intensified program to prevent desertions scsaems to be
effoetive. Strong idsological reasons, or clse sore personal pe-
culiarity, are necessary bofore the Wehrmecht soldier is l:d to
.teks the risks associeted with descrting. A report from the 12
AG, states that in all cases the actual conditions at the front,
unfavourable as they were, contributed little, if at all, to the de~
seriion of a smell number of G,rman soldicrs, who wers intsrrogated
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at the subject. Their aversion to the war dated further back and
had a predominantly ideological hasis. One, a graduate from

an American school in Vienna, was a former student of philosophy
and had a well devzloped proswtlon to the "nihilistic attitude
towards religion, ths maniacal cruslty, injustice and lust for
dastruction,™ of ths Nazis, Another daseft ;v traced his opposition
back to the period after the last war, when ths Nazis werc a
"poisterous rabble® and he was still a "rospectebls citizen of

the New Gorman Republic,.? The third was & former momber of the
Communist Youth. Where ideclogical reaszons arc missing, the story
of the deserter usually rcveals a Qvar?al with a superior officer,
the threat of punishment for a crime such as Looting or theft or some
other personal difficuity. Rzcently, thers has been further cases
of Gsrman soldiers donning civilian clothes and rsturning to their
families who rcside in arsas occupied by the Allies. Such soldiers

arc motivated by strong d:csire to soce. thalr fariilics at almost

any price, or ¢lse simply fecl thet with ths capturs of their homa
town ths war is over for them.
' IV. CERVAN COUNTER PROPAGANDA:

In addition to repcating femiliar lines, Nazi pro-
paganda to the Wehrmacht appears to be making a spscial effort

to counter Allied propaganda by "exposing® it. Soldiers are being

told about the technique and tricks ths Allicss arc cmploying in
propaganda in ordcr to achisve victory; ths method has the ad-
vantage that dirsct rafubation of 4llicd claims can largsely be
avoided. Tor oxample a l:aflot sntitled "The Sascret Weapon. of
tho Enory Has Been Committed®™ oxplains the principles and dangers
of forecign broadcasts in an zducative, resther than a throatening
fashion. They are:

) The Allies announce things beforc thoy happen.

¥ Tha oneny admits his own losscs in an oxaggera-
ted way in ordor to obtain the roputation of
veracity and to lis all the more at the oppor-

. tuns nmoment.

¢) Th: cnomy. attunpts to sepgrate the lcaders fronm

' the.people. Just as the Kaiscr was blamed in

1918, it now is Hitler who is supposed to be

respénsiblac ,

o’ m®

Mittellungun fuer die Truppe (October) also revicws
the weapons employed in the 'poison offensive™. They include:
Attacks Jgalnst the Party and its predoninant members (tthis is
not surprising as ths sncmy will, of coursc, attack those insti-
tutions which give us our grestest strangth®); appsals to the
Austrians to scparatc themsclves from the Gorrians ("the time when
we were split up in small states was the time of our greatest
weakness"); sympathy with the poor Gsrmen women who work in hellish
factorics ("the institution must be a good one, othorwise the
onemy would not attack it"). %1z enemy tries to obtain the con-
fidence of Ggrmans by fast rcporting of news in which truth and
fiction are intcrwoven.

V. ALLTED LE.LFLETS:

4 summary of 315 Ps/W captured on the First U.S.
Army front end interrogated by G-2 revsals thst 257 had secn Allied
ILeaflets., These Ps/W werc all from tho 275 Infantry Division end
werc teken prisoner on a front of approximately 4 kilometrss
between ROETGEN and SCHMIDT. This perccentage (ovur 80%) who saw
leeflets is one of the hi,hvst aver asncountered in a group SUrvoy,
and probably rcepraescnts tho results of intensive distribution in
this small sector, rather than a rcpresentative sample of the sntire
picturec,
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0f the 257 who saw th: leaflsets 185 $rofassed
cradence without ressrvation, 32 gavs crsdence to most of the
points; ' 19 werc somewhat doubtful; Sikcompletely dis-
belisved the contents. 17 of the Ps/uW qulstlonpd claimed to have
como over to our lines voluntarily; 9 of thum professed that lceaf-
lets had some bearing on their decision to dssert, espe cially thae
pronise of good treatmoit. 4 broadcas®t whick was rclsascd bafore
thz attagk in which Lhusp PS/J were taken was more or less inoffec-
tive. oOnly 31 of Ps/W gquestioned, seid they .2d heard the trans-
mission and of thess, all but two men in advauced posts failed to
understand ths words.,

R Y e
DISTRIBUTION:
Gzn.McClure PWD (Forward)
COl. K&mﬁ P & PTN, AsGe (6)
Mr. Jockson P & PW, 12 A.G.(6)
Mr.Crossman P PW, 21 A.G.(6)
Mr. Oechsner A Political Officers, SHAEF (2)
Lt.Col.Gurfein SHAEF (lfain) G-2
Maj.Vinary it W G-3
Intclligence (3) " i G-4
Plans & Dirsctives (2) " " G-5 (8)
Loaflats 0SS, Nr. Doutsch (2)
Capt. Herz . - Rgdic Luxcmbourg (3)
Radlo Vejor O'Brien, PWD Intslligoence REAR

£or further dlstrlbutlon in London.,
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