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PART I — GERMAN HOME FRONT

A, OCCUPIED ARFAS

The sectors of Germany most recently occunied by Allied troops present a
sad and suffering face., Destruction to tovns ocnd villages is now more severe
than during the first stages of the battle on German soil -~ BEGGENDORF and
SIERSDORF are estimated to be 90 per cent destroyed, for examplc, and G-5 reports
_destruction in BOVERICH and FLOVERICH at 50 per cent, One important effect of
this destruction, which is heaviest in the 9 U.S.Army area and seems largely
due to ground action; has been to increase the tempo of evacuation, particularly
in the smaller towns where bunkers and civilian shelters are inadequate or
lacking., From this area, G~5 reports that the town of DUERBOSLAR was "ecompletely
evacuated when occupied" and that "almost all the population had disappeared"
from seven other towns (all very small towns, with the exception of
GEILENKIRCHEN),

Although the hardships due to battle proximity were undoubtedly a faector
encouraging people to evacuate in this area, it is quite clear that the Party
brought pressure to bear at all points to make sure of clearing the area. An
order issued by 81 Army Corps which has been directing the defense of this
area, reveals both the opposition to evacuation among Landsers and the pressure
exercised by the Party to bring the Wehrmacht into line, The blunt wording of
this order, which was signed by KOECHLING and distributed to all subordinate
formations, is noteworthy :

"The NSDAP, which is the organization entrusted with the evacuation
of personnel, has repecatedly reported that individual soldicrs are
encouraging parts of the population who are unwilling to evacuate to
remain in the neighborhood. Evacuaztion is an order of the Fuehrer |}
Utterances counter to this order are acts of sabotage against the
Fuehrer's measures, I refer once more to the orders issued by the
Commander of the 7th Army and by me",

i It is a moot point whether a town capty of Germans simplifiss or
complicates the life of a Town Major. DBubt "completc" cvacuation, on the basis
of past experience, does not seem to last very long. lLarge cities, particularly,
can hardly be completcly evacuated (note that only one fair-sized town is
included among the seven mentioned above). There are numerous examples to

hand, particularly AACHEN, where what scemed a "ghost town" to the iirst
oceupying forces soon began to take on flesh and bones. It is now reported
that AACHEN has reached the "saturation point" and that the influx of

population has been halted temporarily by officials who do not know where to

put them all, Even in smaller towns, many people cscape cvacuation orders by
taking to the woods or to a nearby community where they have friends or
relatives, and there hiding out until the storm has passed over, at which time
they return to their homes. The devotion cf these people to the "old

familiar places', cven when these have be=p roduced nearly to rubble, has been
noted by many interrogators, This sentiment has been of help for IM.G. officials.
It has kept many people from leaving, impelled others who had evacuated a
considerable distance from home to return, and has motivabed the vigorous
"selfwhelp! in reconstruction which is now evident in the towns under liditary
Government. :
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The vigor with whieh the #sclf-help" program has reccntly gonec forward
is clear from the report of the Food Conference held at BRAND on the 28th of
November., The Conference, which dealt with the food problems of the Landkreis
AACHEN, was attended by the eight mayors of the area and their assistants.

The M.G, officer who opened the Conference informed all present that they could
not expect any supplies of food from the U.S.Army. They could expect, however,
support in the form of transportation and permits necessary for the
distribution of food to the population. The Confcrence then set up a permanent
Food Commission, with German officials, to supervise food distribution
according to the basic policy of equal rations for all inhabitants of the
Landkreis. In accordance with this policy, certain very specific commitments
were made in the pooling and allocation of both labor and resources among the
towns of the Landkreis. In AACHEN, a similar progrem seems bto have been
followed in the taking over of retail stores for community use as distribubion
centers, This was followed in Landkrels MONSCHAU by a conference called by

the local M.Gs officer to consider ways and means for improving control of the
distribution of existing supplies of food, fuel and civilian clothing. The
conference was attended by the Landrat of the Kreis, togebther with the acting
Burgermeisters of ZWEIFALL, ROTT and ROETGEN. The outcome of this meeting has
not yet been reported, but it is clear that these conferences speak well for
the settled condition of these towns and the start made toward ¢fficient self=-

administration,

That all is not yet sweetness and light in the occupied areas is of course
to be expected. Many violations of M.G, regulations are due to ignorance rathey
than intentional misconduct. The dissemination of information has been an
extremely difficult problem, since the start of occupation, but a start
toward its solution has been made by the usc of local clergy, town criers, and
publication of Die Neue Zeitung (now called Mitteilungen)~ first Allied
newspaper for Occupied Germany, published by P & PW of 12 Army Group (initial
issue was dated 27 November 1944) . But a nurmber of violations have indicated
that part of the population, at least, does not look to the Allied forces as
nliberators", In KORNELIMUENSTER a woman who was convicted of destroying some
Party records and trying to conceal others has been sentenced to six years!
imprisonment. Ab EILENDORF Nazi Party members are required to report daily.
Tt is still found necessary to remove certain German officials from their posts
on grounds of security. The Acting Burgermeister of BEND, for example, has
recently been removed for this rceason and is being held in a P/W cage. G-5
reports that M.G. officers are¢ agsisting in the securily screening of the
population of ESCHWEILER. Political screening has not yct revealed itself as a
pressing problem, bub interrogations make it quite clear that the estimates of
Nazification made by Germans themselves are not necessarily reliable. The
Burgermeister of SCHERPENSEEL, to cite one instance, maintains that there were
only about 50 Party members, prior to American occupation, out of a total
population of 1,274, Any small town could be atypical, of course, bub this
estimate must be considered skeptically, [or it is ouite disproportionate to
the ratio of Nazis for all Germany, which is roughly 1 Party Member : 3 Adult
Males, On the same basis, the ratio for SCHERPENSEEL would be roughly
1 Member : 3 Adult Males. To which unusual estinate, the Burgermeister appends
the observation that of the 50 Party members, only 12 were "real Nazis".

\This distinction between Party members and "real Nazis" is frequently
heard in the Rhineland, and the usual explanation offered is that the
population of this area is predominantly Catholic. A4 number of field
interrogators have rejected the validity of this self-applied title to non-Nazi
and even anti-lazi views,\ While it is clear that in some places the Church
has been lukewarm or even hostile toward the Party, in most cases this has not
led to any concerted anti~liazi opposition on the basis of Church support. In
some cases, where Church property and of ficials were not disturbed by the Party,
there appears to have been no friction at all, It is quite clear, at any rate,
that individual Catholics, excepting those who wore decply imbued with basic
theological and ethical concepts, had been little affected in their relation
to the Party by their membership in the Church. Several Germans in the occupied
area, usually vigorous anti-Nazis who are themselves Catholics, have protested
any distinction between Catholic and Evangelical Churches, on the ground that

~ political behavior in Nazi Germany has not becn a functlon of religlous

affiliation.
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B, ENEMY ARFAS

(1) The German Combat Zone

In towns taken earlier by Allied forces the Nazis had relied largely on
physical coercion to effect the evacuation of recalcitrant individuals. The
success of this method was limited by the comparatively small number of trusty
Nazi bodies available to move the comparatively large nuaber of non-Nazi bodies
who had no desire to move., Women kicked, screwmned, and bit; men hid away.

In some cases, local police were too soft to force their friends and neighbors
to "get out of town" — they were replaced by police officials from other parts
of Germany who had no such sentimental bonds, In other cases, Wehrmacht units
were c¢alled in to support evacuation decrees., The women told them to -stop being
idiots and hide with them instead of continuing an accursed war. Many soldiers
did; others advised the women to stay (see Sectlon A of this Summary). Vhere
the soldiers followed orders, they got cursed as roundly as the Si, the police,
and the "Goldfasanen" (Party officials) who tried to drive them out. The

restlt had been an endless contusion, and considerable failure, of evacuation
measures,

The Party, cognizant of the causcs of failure, has recently started its
evacuation drives earlier in cities not yelt directly threatened by Allied
advances, Compulsory evacuation of surplus population has been amnounced for
cities as far behind the lines as ESSEN and GELSENKIRCHEN, bub coercive measures
have not yet been taken. It is known that ESSEN police were used in the
‘evacuation of AACHEN. Iu is likely that these officials are still being used in
areas more immediately endangered and that few reserves are available from the
already understaffed police forces of BERLIN and other large cities in the
interior,

he Party seems, therefore, to be relying upon more subtle means of
persuasion in these areas, at least for the present. One such means is withe
holding the special food ration cards of those whom it is desired to evacuate.
In ESCHWEILER the original issue of special pink cards was cancelled by the
subsequent issue of a much smaller number of green cards. Since holders of
green cards only were permitted to draw official rations, all others had to
choose among the alternatives of evacuating, starving or procuring an illegal
food supply. This device has been used without great success in the past,
because the time~lapse between specific orders for evacuation and the arrival of
Allied troops was shorter. People who had decided to stay were able to accumulate
sufficient secret stocks of food to carry them over until the Allied occupation,
at which point their Germen ration cards were no longer necessary. When ration
cards are withheld further back in the Combat Zone, and the prospects of early
Allied occupation are doubtful, this may prove to be an extremely effective
device for enforcing evacuation orders. The prospect of a long period withoub
food coupons, plus a period of being pushed around by the various coercive
agencies of evacuation, followed by a period of bitter combat all about one's
home, may be sufficiently unattractive to persuade all but the most hardy to
leave, The success of evacuation in this rear area would seem therefore to
depend very largely upon the rate of the Allied advance, which thus far has
been slow enough to give the Party a good head start,

The first impression that registered with a P/W passing through battered
COLOGNE was : "Man ist erstaunt, wo die Leute alle wohnen' (One wonders where
21l these people live). The answer seecms to be that the majority live in
bunkers. In addition to smaller bunkers scattered about the outskirts, there
are three enormous bunkers in the heart of the city called "Dombunker®,
"Hochhausbunker", and "Severinbunker" (the names indicate location). Each is
estimated to have a capacity of 12,000-15,000 people, and all are said to be
filled to capacity. This would give a population of about 40,000 for the
bunkers alone. On the other hand another £/, who was born and raised in
COLOGNE, estimates destruction in the city 2t 70 per cent and population
now remaining at 20,000 (of & normal popuiatica epproaching 800,000). COne
cause of these extremely wide variatiors in estimating the population left in
COLOGNE is the system of suburbs, for the suburban population was normally
about three times as large as the “City" population. It is not clear which
estimates, if any, take 21l or part of this population into account.
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The most effective foree for evacuation is said to have béen the
bombing of 30 October, prior to which soie 250,000 people were réported still
living in the city. The morning after this air raid, which destroyed the still
habitable parts of the city and several shelters, the final exodus began,

It lasted eight days, during which people arc said to have gathered by
thousands at’ the Rhine bridges and 21l available army vehicles loaded to
capacity with refugees. The riots which were reported in the ¥ YENFELD section
of  the city throughout October were led, according to recent r wirts, by
workers who resisted Party evacuation measurcs. The Wehrmacht was called upon
to do the job, but is said to have refused. Finally, the S8 was brought in to
suppress the riots, and is reported to have done so with characteristic .
"efficlency", The fate of these instigators is not known. But there

are several reports of the public hanzing on 22 October of 16 men and 1 woman
in the KREHFIELD section for the killing of four local Party officials. There
are further reports that stragglers and desertors are hiding underground, and
even that these men have established contach wilth foreign workers and operate
small secret arsenals., The Gestapo occasionally catches some of these len

and hangs them, whereupon the deserters, who ure supposed to be fairly well
organized, retaliate by killing Gestapo ncn. AZthough Ps/' bring these stories
across to our lines fairly often, they must be treated with some skepticisn,-

The industrial installations of SAARBRUECKEN and the main railroad
:line have been severely hit. To relieve the housing shortage caused by bombing,
the government undertook to build "Notstandwohnungen™ (Emergency apartments),
with the purpose of keeping its industrial workers ccntent and on the Job.
Probably for the same reasons, evacuation was not started in SALARBRUECKEN until
considerably later than in other cities of this area, and a strict system of
control has kept prices low, Despite these measures, however, the government
has been unable completely to prevent friction. Since the food rations are
too small, many workers followed a system of bartering menufactured goods for
farm produce, The Party tried hard to stamp this out, thereby causing
considerable bitterness among the working clesses — who scem everywhere to
share the view that Parteibonzen (Party Bosses) nmenage to eat very well, no
matter how the workers may fare, Somc light is thrown on the difficult man-
power in SAARBRUECKEN by a recently-returned French worker, who reports that
his factory there employed an unusually large nusber of 12-1/ year old
" children. &

Bits of information continue to come in from other parts of the
Combat Zones. Gauleiter GROHE, whose death has been rumored since the news—
papers announced the death of his brother two months ago, is now said to have
moved his administration to GODESBERG, previously reported in this Sunnary as
& favorite hideout for Party "big shots", SCHALLER, who has been desizmted
by rumor as his successor, is now reported to be Assistant Gauleiter.
In KOBLENZ the Volkssturm has becn organized into fighting units, issued
rifles and ammunition (but no uniforms), and assigned to guarding the bridges
over the famous confluence of the RHINE and the MOSEL., One report estimates
that 2,800 people were killed in the 14 October raid on DUISBERG, and that
curses are distribubted equally upon the SA and the /llies. The police force
of TRIER was sacrificed to the '"needs" of the front, where the rather confused
police bungled the bunker defenscs and executed smart "disengaging movements"
whenever Allied bullets came close. Exasperated Army authorities finally
informed them that they would be more useful guarding rear areas and were not
really needed at the front at all, :

{2) The Interior

Some interesting data concerning the increased pressure .upon
industrial workers has come to light. Earlier Stakhanovite measures, together
with indications of workers! protest against plecework pay rabtes, have been
reported in this Summary. The order withdrawing extra food cards as pun;shmenb
for "substandard" performance, has recently been supplemented by informal
agreenent upon 85 per cent of normal output as the minimunm requirement for .
additional rations. No heavy or very heavy workers, whether Germen or foreign,
who work less than the normal may be jiven additional ration cards. With
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foreign workers the method is to grant Additional food against control cards
which are stamped only if performance is good. As punishment for absenteeism,
additional ration cards may be withdrawn one week for each day of abSence.
Some success is reported for these measures, partvicularly the device used .
among eastern workers of transferring regular rations from those whose output
is subnormal to those whose output is above noxmal., But food rationing is a
very sore point among workers, as indicated in the discussion of SAARBRUECKEN

~ above, and discontent is sure to arise amoag hungry "substandard" workers.

. The new role of foreign workers as dijgers is a departure from the
previously stated policy of the Reich., The SHAEF Economic Intsum of 13 December
estimates that a total number of 1.7 to 1.8 million people are at present
working on fortifications., Their rough breakdown by groups is as follows :

Foreigners 1,000,000
German adults - 400,000
RAD & OT members 25,000
German Youth 105,000

"Leaders' (i.e. : g
supervisors) 47,000
1,677,000

With nearly two~thirds of Schanzarbeiten being done by foreigners, on this
accounting, GOEBBELS must part company with his forumer line of reassurance to
worried Germans - that foreign workers could not constitute a Trojan Horse
because they were not used in positions of military -importance. He cannot,
after loudly boasting the value of digging, now claim that it has no military
value, !

Instead Dr GOEBBELS' has recently taken up another favorite theme,
disunity among the Allies as a supplement to German strength. For miny weeks
this old war-horse had been put under wraps and allowed to rest in the stable,
while the GOEBBELS jockeys rode riot on every available incident as evidence
that Churchill had agreed to the Bolshevization of BEurope. The Western Allies
were charged with bending the knee to Stalin, with an undercurrent of resent-
ment against this "treason" against another "Aulturvolk!" under pressure of the
Bolshevik hordes. Recent events, starting with the clause omitted at
Dumbarton Oaks wupon the request of the Sovict, have been slanted - the other
way — as proof that a falling-out among the 4llies, "in the long run" at least,
is inevitable, The divergence of British and American policy in relation to
recent events in GREECE has provided Nazi propagandists with fresh material
on this point. GOEBBELS, in his weekly Das_Reich article of 8 December,
announced : "We could defeat every one of our encmies if we could face them
singly +.. but instead, we have to defend ourselves against a united mass
coalition". Germany was entering the dccisive phase of the war with her
defenses strengthened and her war potential fully readied to meet all
developments., The main German hope for victory is now & cleavage in the"
Allied camp, through which an alert German leadership will be able to strike
with its mobilized might,

In the interim, while awaiting the Allied split, the German population
is informed once again by the Reich Food Minister and Peasant Leader BACKE
of the difficulties which are to be expected this winter., "Altogether", says
a SHAEF economic summary, "the Germanh farmer must have found this discourse not
a little depressing". BACKE mentioned as outstanding hardships the cessation
of imports of food and feeding stuffs, the serious lack of nitrogen fertilizers.
Yet again, he emphasized the serious transportation situation, and noted as a
key determinant of the farm program for this year the need to reduce the call
on internal road, rail and water transport. The widespread dissatisfaction
among rail workers which has been reported in several places during recent
weeks apparently was seriously regarded by officialdom. A Day of German
Railwaymen was instituted, and on the first celebration of this festive
occasion Dr GOEBBELS, according to DNB (7 December), "made the historie
statement that to be a railwayman today means more than just to ply any sort
of trade!", With many references to "the railway front" and "the battle of
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transport", GOEBBELS informed the &sscmbled workers that they were being
"honored with the highest orders in the name of the Fuehrer!., It is not clear
whether the men were impresseds

A somewhat more substantial sop was thrown to the populace of BERLIN
last week, but in this case it seems clear thet these highly-favored were
not impressed. 4 Swedish correspondent's comment ought to be noted :
"The extra food rations are hardly likely to crcate a festive atmosphere,
The longed-for and expected coffee is conspicuous by its absence. The bottle
of wine and half a bottle of spirits are only an unconfirmed rumor as yet.
The toys made by the HJ are not particularly good nor ace Lhere enough of them.
Otherwise -only the remnants of formerly less desirable picture books are
obtainable and some games which are either too difficult or too dull for
children. In order to console people some special clothing coupons will be
valid, Women will be able to buy one pair of sbtockin;s or one brassiere,
onc scarf or three handkerchicfs and men three handkerchiefs or one pair of
braces, one pair of socks or one pair of sock suspenders'.
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le Skilf'l.ﬂ. Defensee.

The fact that the combat efficiency of German troops still remains
high can »e attributed in part to the skill vith which the German High Command
is executing its defensive strategy, and comuitiing its reservess On the UsSe
Ninth Army Front, according to the FIiJ Combzt Team in that sector, the average
morale of the Landser is being strengthen=d, es new units are constantly being
committeds On this front, for exampie; thr 10 S} Panzer Division, composed of
many Waffen SS wvolunteers, who upon inberrog-tion still fenalically believe in
final German victory, fights with great delermingbions A repcrt from (-2, First
UsSe Army, states thab morale amouag Ps/17 freshly captured has recently achieved
a "'new high"s This has been expressed by attemsss to escaps and an avowed eager—
ness of prisoners to retum and rejoln the baitle for Cermanys The G2 report
cites, in this respect, the skill with which von Rundstedt has defended and
husbanded his forcese

Similar stiffening of morsle on the First French Awy Sector is reported
as a recognized facte "In order to bolster up the morale cf the troopsy the
OKW has filled gaps and replaced lost egnuipment with a gres¢ deal of clevernessae
Thenever the French hesitated to attack on one point, the enemy put the delay
to good uses Tleapons, such as the Panzerfaust(bazooka) are effective and they
seem to be supplied to the troops in great quantitiese"

2¢ Junior Officer Moralce

Tt is obvious, from the stiff resistance being put up by the Tehrmacht,
that its officers are perfoming their task bravely and welle Despite this fact,
however, recently there have been more expressions of dissatisfaction with the
conduct of junior officers by prisoners of wers Tt is undoubtedly true that in
some isolabed instances officers have behar ed badly. Whether this is due to lack
of adequate training or not is difficult to determine,

These stories of prisoners of war with respect to the cowardly conduct of
officers must be tzken with several grzins of salte The stories, widespread
though they are, deal with isolated insteicss insufficient in number to merk a
serious breskdown of morale among junior officers, nor even a feeling of general
dissatisfaction with their conduct on the part of the Landsere

From one sectar of the front there has come a partial explanation of why
some of the prisonersof war stories are exsggerateds First French Army has re—
ported that "the majority of Ps/ T complain tihat thelr officers have deserted
theme" Tt points out that "it is worth noting that they are mistakeneThe truth
of the matter is that the proportion of officers to non—coms and men in German
units encountered on this front is extremely small, so small that, when they are
in the lines, the men scldom see their wnit commander who has his CePs at least
500 yards in the rear, Tn reality, the men do not see their officers after
captures Officers are killed or captured soms time lzter. Desertion or with—
drawal by unit commanders is the exceptions Then interrogated, officers say
that 1t would be impossible for them to go back without their unit — it would
mean immediate court-martisle They prefer to be capturcd,®

Reports of shortages of officers, vhich can be expected in an army that
has suffered as heavy casuslties as the Germnn army has, should be noted with
the reservstion that in the German army senior NCOs frequently assume command
positions which, in the British ad American armies, would be held by junior
officerss The morale of these NCOs, as previously reported, is extremely highs

Among many junior officer Ps/W, an almost amazing confidence in orders,
based on what appears to them as sound military judgment, is encounterede For
example, LteDe captured north of Mulhansen after he and his officer comrades
had fought a delaying action, gave a clear idza cf the meaning of his mission
in Alsaces All Ceman troops fighting there were ordered to meke it possible
for tle Tlehmmacht to evacuate heavy cquiimint across the Rhine and to man West~—
wall fortifiecations along the Rhine between Basleand Karlsruhee He felt that



- Second BRritish Army ,based on P/T.T information which concludés that during recent
, - months the German army has not felt it nesessary to inlroduce an cmergency pro-
. "eedure for building up officer sbrongth rapidiy. Company comionders continue :
.« ‘ to recommend promising csndidates and occasiongl appoals. for volunteers have
s 'been issuede e R _ S
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his saerifices had been worthwhile, Now, he believes the fortifications are
sufficiently well defonded to make it impossible for the Allies to attenpt a
crossing of the Rhine in-this scctors then asked whether he really belioved in
the existence of the nccessary reserve trocps, he answered that he had discussed
the matter with well informed staff officers who told him that the Wehrmacht
was training new shock troops, young fanatics who “wre ready to give their all
for the causce Thess men would not be broughh into the lines before spring when

-+ they would be supportad by countiess new weapens, not secres onesy but parfected
-onese The strength of hils morale position wag finally .defended by his conviction
. thaty "of course, I am noht go foolish es o prevend thet Germany will win the

. Ware But a total Allied victory, sutvh as you conceive it, 1ls Impossibice"

Mnother considersztion to be kest in miund is that many a cawveer officer pro-
fosses openly that he will ksep on fighting 'mtil ordered to s*ops regardless
of the chances of victory and regardless of political consideratlonse They inedco

. dicate that as carecr soldiers “hey are alrad whay oucs thg war is over there
- will be no place for them and th-t thgy fecl thaceives incapavle of resuming a
civilian positions :

»
v

34 Officers! Opinion of Allied Propagmdas

Most Cerman officers admit having read some of our leaflets. Tt is known,
for example, from enlisted Ps/Tl, that officers who ghve orders to destroy all
leaflets, read them themsclvess Howewer; oithor becauss of security conscious—

- ness or soldierly pride, thay deny that theinr men woere influenced by our propa-—
. gendae They claim, in addition, that thoy and {thelr comrade officers had shomn

vory little interest in the contents of Allied leafletse . v

Although these "high morale" juniqQr officers may genuinely belleve that our
leaflets have little influence on German broops (captured documents indicate °
that higher commands think otherwise) further interrogation usually reveals that

- their off-haxd statements about their own persenal lack of concern about our
w-leaflets are largely unreliables, e T :

They ave amazingly well informed about our main appesls and frequently
offer elaborate counter—arguments to imterrogators. They comment that the un
reasonable claims in our leafletsabout Germsn lodsas and prisoners captured

. ¢learly shows their propaganda nature. Thay Huy to relate owr propaganda to
.6 ur military intentions, One P/, for example; stated that a leaflet, alledw
. 1y pointing out that the war will end before wnher, was dissussed among his

battalion staff officers and was interpreted by the cormmending offlcer as mean—
ing that the Anmericans were afrsid of tie winber. Thersfore, if tho German ammy .
could hold out through the winter, Germany wuld be able to drive the Allies out,

4e Officer Training.

The rélatively intact position of the officer cb:op'é is seen in a study, by

S

P/iT opinion was unanimous that influence of any sort, whebhor through highl;
placed friends or through the Pariy, has no effect on a candidatefs chances of
selection if he does not possess tho necessary qualifications. (From captured
doeuments it is knowm that pressurc has been exerted io got all former Hitler
Youth Ieaders to become officerse).. A clean conduct shesh 1s essontial and an
unblemished civilian records Every candidshe must have nermal. infanbtry and basie

~training and a minimum of *wo monbhs fromt 1lins exporicme. Miversity training
- seams to:make a man almost gutomebically a prospselive cendidate, provided that

his military record is sab isfactdicys Men have, however; been selected with an

goes

S Thedfi‘icer candidate wuswally /. to a NCO course in their omn am for a period

of three to six monthse He then normally returms to regimentdl duty and after
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serving as a Faehnrich (officer candidate, junior grade), and later Oberfachn—
rich (officer candidate, senior grade) receives his commissione In special cascs
the procedure is shortenede

Tt appears that the majority of new officers come from the lower rankse
Senior NCOs are not generally anxious, although ambition anc the desire for pre-
stige does motivate some, They do not desire to cxchange their kingdoms for a
licutenancy. In the light of the foregoing it seums reasonable to assume the
in the near future the morale and training of German Jjunicr officers will remain
more than adequate. Even withoub drawing heavily from the ranks of the trained
senior NCOs, this will probably be tho cazos '

5, German Counter—Propagandaa

More and more Ps/"u'f report having had to listen to the speeches by NFSO
of ficers. One of the main subjects seeme to be Jerman weaponsi abtempts are
made to explain the absence of ths Luffwatfe vwhile the arrivai in the near futur.
of new and better weapons is guaranteed in ovbright fashion, Ps/W profess,
although it is probebly not cnbirsly ccrrect; Uhat thoy ususlly sleep through
these sessions, or at least psy 1ittls abttaniion, until the closing SIEG HEIL
is sounded.

New German leaflets include a replica of our red Passlerschein which
carries the following message in both German and English above General
Eisenhower!s gignature:

"The Gemmsn soldier who carries this safe conduct passage

is using it as a sign of his genuine wish to go into captivity
for the next ten years, to bebrgy his fatherland; to retum home
a broken old ma and very probably never to see his parents, wife
and children againe"

Guidance for political discussion, as revealed by a captured divisional
order,indicates that the Nazi Party, as early as the first part of October,
took special steps to counter anxicty among German troops about the fate of
their relatives in the districts west of the Rhine. The order points out that
"the Fuehrer has specifically desired that no German shall be left in the hands
of the enemys The responsibility for this lies with the Party leaderships They
have gained sufficient oxperience and deserwe full confidences"The Party's
role in tringing about the successful defense of the East Prussian line is
cited as evidence. Therefore, the troops are to be taught that it is their
duty to urge relatives to comply with the arrangements and the directions
given zt Party centreses

The difficultios encountered in obtaining suitable material to implement
directives pointing out the terrar conditions in German areas occupied by the
Alliesy can be seen in the relative absence of this theme in broadly dissemin—~
ated items. However, for propsganda lectures within the Wehrmacht more of such
material seems to be forthcomings A NCO reporhs while sbtending a military
course, that they were told in occupied Gemany civilians are not permitted
to leave their howess A young girl once shepped into her garden to get some
potatoes for dinnere American soldiers beat her mercilessly until she stagger—
ed back into the house and fell bleeding to the fioor,

6« Volksstumm in Action.

First mission assigned to Volkssturmunits in the Saarlautern-Jlerzig area
was to round up the cattle in the combat zones The uwits in this area were
ealled up on 8 November and completed their lraining vwithin one weeks There
was even no time for political indoctrination and they were not informed as i
to their military statuse They were eynipped with antiquated weaponse Never—
theless, these recruits supplied comsicerabls resisbance in house—to-house { i %
fighting in Saarlautern, according to G-« sources, They were under the general
comnand of the local divisional commander; but -still were fighting as units
with their omn officers.



Q3%

‘The results of Schanzarbeiten (trench digging) by the very young and tie
old ¢ivilians have not camsed satisfaction among Ps/We They claim, according
‘Yo a2 report from one sector only, that these entrenchments are not wide and
‘decp enoughe Also, these prepared trenchés are reporited to having proved un-
sulted for the tactical situation when the attack cane from the side and thus
enabled the Americans to put enfilading fiwe on' Ps/W platoons.

~ Distribution:

- General McClure " Deputy Chief of Staff, SHAEF (Main)
Colonel Kehm ; . - Political Advisers, SHABF (2)
Mr,Jackson /.~ -Political Officers, SGAEF (2)
MrCrossman SHAEF (Main) G-2. . R
, Lt +Col,Gurfein " " ' G-2,C.Is,Civil Security Section

. Major Minary . ‘ s, OO ST DR
Intelligence (3) o " Gl
Plans & Directives (2) " G5 (8)
Leaflets : P&PVi, 6 A.G. (6)
Capt.Herz, - P&PW,12 . 4.G. (6)
LtJagary ’ PEPW,21 A.G. (6)
.Radio , 0SS, Mr.Schlesinger (2)°

" Radio Luxembourg (3) : oy
Major C'Byien,PiD,Intelligence,Rear ~ for further
distribution in London.,
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