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PART I — GERMAN HOME FRONT -

A, OCCUPIED AREAS

Reports from inside Germany, though still scanty, do indicate that the
counter—attack has not made the war more popular with Germans under Allied rule,
nor does it seem to have changed their opinion of the outcome. To many of
these people, who long ago tired of the war and gave it up for lost as far back
as STALINGRAD, the counter-attack mainly prolongs a. painful process. Then,
too, there is an clement of immediate personal fear, Although no German town
has yet been retaken, the residents of the general MONSCHAU-AACHEN area are /
once again within looting and shooting distance of the Wehrmacht. There is a |
clear and present denger thet the Wehrmacht may take over - a prospect which
they cannot but view with alarm, in conseguence of the recent Nazi propaganda
of terror against "collaborators'", Any German in any town can be considered,
by definition, a collaborator : his presence conviets him of discbeying
evacuation orders, thereby defying the Reich and placing himself under the
authority of its cnemy. The threat is particularly acute to those who have
served as officials under Military Government, and it is ‘against these that
Nazi threats have been specifically directed. There can be little doubt that
ghould the Nazis return, some of them would be killed as "examples".

One reporter noted that "most werc alarmed at the possibility of re prlsals"

“but despite their fears there has becn no tendency to evacuate . A case in

point is the Mayor of AACHEN, "obviously very frightened", who said that he and -
his associates were risking their lives by staying on but were glad to do so
because it was the only way to rebuild Germany.

These remarks do not bespeak an undying loyalty to the Allies ¢ the
collaborators are, perforce, committed to us for their own safety. But it is
notable that fear engendered by the counter-attack, despite lack of news and
the spread of false rumors, has not led to panic — and this is due largely to
a sense of confidence in Allied stability and strength. People turn to those
in Allicd uniform for reassurance (with the question "The Nazis won't come
back ?") and guidance, In WUERSELEN population and 6fficials alike remain
cooperative i on 18 Deccmber some Nazi records and files werc handed over to
Allics authorities; on the 20th a Viehrmacht descrter was turned in; three
German parachutists who came through the town were reported by the citizens;
the German police have faithfully carriecd out thelr duties. 4 report from
ALCHEN, HERZOGENRATH, and ALSDORF comments : "Military Govermment has not
experienced any mejor difficultiecs as a result of the cnemy's proximity. The
people behave toward Americans as always <se Ln the occupied towns there is
confidence that the Allies will be able to deal with the German attacks".

This reflects only a limited success for Gorman propaganda on the
counter-attack to the occuolcd arcass The line that this is an all-out attack
"to drive the cnemy from the soil of the Reieh" is echoed by a response of
uncertainty, but not assent, among Germans under our control, The terrorist
line against "collaborators!" has caused fright among officials, but has had
no disruptive effect : collaborators, knowing full well what the Nazis plan
for them, have no ultcrnutlve but to contlnuu colleborating. No tendency teo




run has been shown, but thc desire to run would in any case be frustrated by
the fact of no place to zo and no way of getting there, Tac war of nerves
has thus had the limited value of "nuisance raids", primarily designed to
intensify the natural feeling of insecurity in newly-occupied territories.

In ALSACE, purtloul“rly, has this been the case., Simultaneously with
the counter-attack in the 12 A.G, sector,. an .intensive rumor campaign was
started in the 6 A.G. sector. Vhispérs were heard in ALSACE that U.S. and
French troops had suffered very heavy losses north-west of COLMAR and around

'MULHOUSE, that MULHOUSE itself was cut off; that two German spearheads were .

advancing westward from the RHINE, led by very powerful new tanks (possibly a
reference to the Jagdpanther, “hlch has been in operation for some time). These

-rumors have been supplemented by "plants" in newscasts over the Swiss rudlo,

from which the area mainly gets its news, concernlng OKW strategic plans in
ALSACE and false announcements of German gains in the pocket, This concentra-
tion of "plants" on Swiss Rcdlo, which in the past has generally been reliable,

moved an Intclllgence Officer in the area to remark : "Seldom have so many

mouthpieces been found, as during the past two weeks, to relay the most

" untrustworthy bits of ruvor and misinformation".

ThlS subversive propaganda, stressing the enemy's strength in the

. ALSACE area and his infention to return, ties in with propaganda directed
\straight at the Alsatians by German radio. A broadcast over the SAARBRUECKEN

and: STUTTGART stotions (23 December) reported the formation of an "Alsatian
Freedom Front" claiming that thousands have joined already. The return of the
Germans is here identified with the "liberation" of ALSACE, and those Alsatian
Volksgenossen who are now under "the harsh yoke of alien domination! are told
to .: "Bear your hard lot with calm confidence ! You are not unprotected.
Everyone who harms you or your property must-know that he will one day have

to answer for it and will be punished by merciless judges"., This theme recurs
in another report, from Switzerland, according to which the Records Division
of the Foreign Office has been instructed by the Foreign Minister to collect,
sort, and prepare for publication, all documents on cruelties committed by
Anglo~fmerican foreces.

= Information from psychological warfare and civil affairs sources
1nd1cateu that the sturdy residents of ALMSACE may not be so glad to see the
Nazis as they think, that the Nazi propagandists may indeed be whistling in
the dark at this point. The opinion is held by every observer in the ficld
that the complete revulsion of feeling against the Germans has provided France

with the golden opportunity to meke friends and.influence people through the

ALSACE~LORRAINE areazs. 4And slightly north, in the LORRAINE area, ECAD reports
"the consensus of opinion is that|Germany is doomed and the sooner she is
defeated the sooner reconbtructlon will begin'.

In other occupied areas a certain a dnlnlstratlve vigot was evident,

A confercnce held at H'RZOGENRATH attended by M.G. officials, 5 burgermeisters
. of nearby towns, and the newly appointed Landrat of AACHEN considered problems

of inter-regional food distribution raised by circulation restrictions., This

* conference was regarded as a’step toward attaining over-all food control on

the Regierungsbezirk level. At a meeting of some 40 local farmers, called by
the Burgermeister of MERKSTEIN (7 December) "planned agriculbure' was

introduced. Fach farmer was given 2 quota of potatoes which he is required

to sell to the Gemeinde, plus an additional amount of butter fats to be
rationed solcly to miners. All sugar beets are to be collected and stored by

the fammers until a processing plant is uncovered by Army troops. An

interesting arrangement was mede concerning the land of evacuated peasants,
which nuthorized those who remzined to work the land of those who had gone.
If the evacuee returned, the men who worked his dand would receive half of the

harvest; 4if not, he would receive it all.
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A summary of the activity of iL,G. courts in.the First U.S. arny area
durin; the last week of November presents sever:l items of interest TG
2 General, 4 Intermediate, and 6 Summary li.G. courts were in session. Trials
involved 88 persons. Of 102 charges laid, 5 cases involved breach of
circuletion orders, 7 involved unauthorized entry, 6 each involved Tooting
and herboring enemy soldiers. Of the total, 20 resulted in findings of
"not guilty".

; lmong the hazards of life in the occupied zreas are the mines and
booby-traps left behind by the Germans. One report from WUERSELEN reports @
"It is hazerdous to walk along the sidewalks and fatal to enter many houses.
Only the streets hove been cleared of mines., Daily some Germen civilian gets
blown up. Since the occupation on 21 November, "TUERSELLN has suffered an
average of cbout three casuclties a day, some of them fatal."” This 18 a
particulsrly bad cese, for during the 8-week battle for the tovn the Tehrmacht
had time to sow mines znd booby-traps everywhere. Even vegetable gardens have
been mined and food now lies rotting while the hungry inhabitants dare not
piek it up. imerican troops, including their sappers, have moved forward

and the holf-dozen soldiers left behind are occupied with more pressing
matters. Resentment is directed meinly ageinst the liehrmacht, for it is clear
to the residents thot the illied forces rust give priority to combat require-
ments. 4 young Communist,; who volunteered for the unpaid job-of minesweeper,
helped interrogators pick their wey aumong the inferncl encines cursing the
Nezis nnd Ansisting thet not one Amcericen . life should be lost undoing this
haria done by them to their own people.

B . ENEI*.".Y ;‘V.I{Erxs

(1) The Gerumen Coumbat Zone

in unusucl situstion in the siell town of LNUERNACH, on the west bank
of the Rhine o short way north of KONLENZ, is described Dy one P//.  Unlike
the larger cities of the Combat Zone, life his remained foirly comfortable
for the people of &NUERENACH. The feg{bombs dropped on the town fell mostly
in the fields, ond in & recentgictter“P/ijas informed it had been declared an
"internstional hospitel town". The food ration is quite sufficient, ulthough
there is sometimes & delay of three days on butter cna fats, but no Black
Market is operating. Electricity, water, and gas services are functioning.
True, P/ "'s housenold wes increased from 5 to 7 by refugees from COLOCNE
(most refugees are from that city suld P/), but ANLERNACH is not crowded and
no evacuction orders have been issued, Some people want,the'ﬁehrmacht'po‘quit,
but are certainly not hostile to it. gThe Party is censured for mqs@ difficul—
tics and particulerly for false promiscs, but HITLER is not blaned, nor is
the loczl Ortsgruppenleiter unpopulai} Pfarrer idolf ROSCH was arrested
several times for politicel preaching and people thought he should. keep quiet.
P/ and his fomily do not listen to allied rodio and none of his acquaintances
admits to listening. : o

One inclines to the vicw that conditions of -life and opinions much
like these sre to be found in meny small towns throughout Germany which have
been bypassed by the war. Elsewhere in the Combat Zone, the "strenuous jated
continues under conditions less pacific, The terrific morale effects of
sustained mass—bombing, as distinguished from sporadic bombing which frequently
has little effect and sometimes even strengthens deterinetion to stick it oub,
is shown 2gain by the evidence from COLOGNE. The Koelnische Zeitung .
(8 December) shows how eagerly the bombed west selzes on promiscs. of relief
from air attock, saying "The west listens: to every word promising 1t relief
from its most torturing pest, i.c. the enemy cir terror®. Quoting SPEER and
GLNZEMUELLER's recent promises the peper says : 'Therc may still becdélgys
in date, our times of suffering are not yet over, but the day of relief is
not far off." Ain attack upon this attitude is made by the N.4. of OBERHAUSEN,
29 November, which considers it dongerous that rumors should cir¢Ulat¢ saying
that a definite date has becn given for the. end of the air wag.‘,The Q&per
writes thot evacuction will continue, all ruwors to the contrary notwithstandin

*
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"Nothing is more erronecous than to operate with dates, and nothing is
sillier than-to infer thet one can safcly stay &t home during the short time
it will last till things are all right".,

From COLOGNE, too, comé further reports of ‘riots snd disturbances,
due primerily to attempts to ‘foree evacuation of the city. Their date is
uncertain and they probably refer to the disturbed period in October about
which so many stories have been received. ‘hile the details of such stories
are always dubious, the circulation of the tale is & further indication of the
extent of public rcaction against bombing and evacuation measures in COLOGNE.
One slightly new version tells of the killing of k4 SAi men by eivilians : in
reprisal 50 men from the 16-60 zge group, picked at random as hostages, wére
shot, & P/ repeats the story, told of many Gerion tdwns; df'sIdgans written
in crayon on the povements alongside devestated streets : "Das haberd wir
unseren Fuchrer zu verdanken" (l/e can thank our Fuehrer for this). Another
P/l resident of COLOGNE, tells that the EDELEISS have becen very active and
have teken advantage of the opportunity to secure arms by enlisting in the
Volkssturii, He quoted 2 recent letter from his wife to the effect that scveral
Politische Lciter had been shot, preswaibly by members of the EDEL/EISS. The
same P/ claims to have seen the bodics of eleven civilians henging on a2 gallows
in the EHKENFELD scction, o story which in most previous versions counted '
twelve corpses. Another P/i, from DORTMUND, who claimed membership in
EDELIEISS, said thet the group was quite strong in the surrounding villages.
All the boys-he knew in it were, or had been, HJ mewbers ond their sim was
quite definitely to cause trouble for the HJ. He told of one case in COLOGNE
Where two policemen who tried to stop a fisht were killed by the EDELIEISS
boys. P/ felt sure thot the organization was direeted by older men, slthough
he did not know such leaders, He explaincd his dislikc of the.pegime. quite:
clearly — mentioning thc abolition of personal thinking, the suppression of
political libertics, ond similer cogent points. . Interrogétors fclt, on'the
basis of his articulate politicel opinions, that M"soie educational work was
done in this organization™. e ' L

From znother. source an anti-Nuzi P/V from COLOGNE sives an interesting
‘list of Black linrket prices in that city in July : 500 grams coffee for :
600 Rl; a single cigarette for 1 - 1,50 Ri; 500 grems butter for 80 Rij:
2nd Toilct Soap for 15 Rii. The same P/ alsoc read in the -néstdeutsche
Beobachter that "imcricans had confiseated all food supplies in occupied areas
and left the civilian population to shift for itsc¢lf". The population of
JUELICH was estimsted to be 13,000 at the end of October by & P/. He :
reports that people grumble about being constontly stopped on the street for:
identificotion, and that Party functiontries have arrived from THUERINGEN

<" “those from JUELICH heving departcd) and instituted a more rigorous system :°

\

.controls. The citizens do not blamc the iehrmacht for evecuttion orders;’
but sympathize with the soldiers and ploce all blame .on’ the. Goldfasanen.-
"He claims thot they are anxiously awaiting the imericans and that Bur;erhecister

- KINTZIN has said that he will surrcnder the city without a battle.  ECaD

cites a rcport (18 Uecember) that a group of 1,050 workers of 21l nationali-

' ties hes been sheltered in a2 paper mill in JUELICH since 4 December 1944.

A P/\ fron [UENCHEN-GLADBACH, carrying ‘German passion for precision’
rather far, estimated destruction there at 97%. at any rate we can safely :
‘assume there has been considerable damage. * The town was' an inportant textile
center with a normal population estimoted at 140,000 before the bombings. The PAT
who was granted emergency leave when his own home was completely destroyed, '

- reports that curses upon HITLER and his regime for not giving in were frequéntly
heard, A tag to recent stories of wholesale transfer of industry from the
RUHR is a cautious report thet the Rheinmetall-Borsig Tiorks at DUESSELDORF
heve started trensferring the machinery, engimeers, cnd workers of several
departients to VOH /INKEL, cbout 15 K.. to the east.: Local dispersal of this
type is likely because of the relative edsc of ‘housing the workers, many of
whom could still'live in their own homcs. Tiio Russian Ps/i tell of the &
panic that gripped the border arcas of Germany during-the swift cpproach of
allied armies in Scptember. The fecling that the end was imminent was ;
aggravated by soldiers asking civilians to give them civvy clothes, by rumors
that the government had proclaimed the Rhine region untcnablc and had
deeided to establish the MLR east of the Rhine. The order for civilian
evacuation confirmed popular belief and for 2 time "chaos was complete',
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All foreign workers in the EIFEL .rea were evacuated on foot to KOELENZ,

where they were to ouild fortifications in depth. Thcy stayed in KOBLUNZ
only one day or after which they were returned to EIFEL, forme# into S
labor companius to bulld fortifications and sent to the LUABLBuUEG frontiér.
Although German org_nlzgtlon of the areas behind: their lines has no doubt

- improved considerably since those September days, a passage in a lctter
written as late as 26 November from ELi (near SuaRLnUTEnN) suggests that
confusion reappea rs. wi.th the zpproach of the enemy 3 "Everything’ is upside
down. - Refugees, army, everybooy is in pur house. The Party and the army’

are giving orders which contradict each other!,

(2) The Interior

vy

in extredblv 1at£rcst1n& documvnt transmitted by 1 brench hnmy
contains a confidential rcport en schrmacht and civilien morale by the. Genaan
Postal Authorities, who .scem to have a special bureau assigned to regdlng
personal meil for this purposc. ¢ slthough the conclusions naturally show some
divergence from ;llied estimates it:is gratifying to note that the subjects
treated and the cmphascs coincide ex“ctly with thosc of nlllcd 1nvdstlggtlons.

A p&rggrrph of interest is the following :

lian hofft und wartet suf die ncuen | waffen, die Erloesunb von fulndllchen
Druck bringen sollen.’ Verschledantllch wird aber gemutmasst, doss die

Verspre chunbcn ueber cen Einsatz der ncuen Waffen nur leerc Versprechungen

scien und wir nur a - Mub und Ta ipferkeit- der Soldaten gestellt bliebens:
Ein Grossteil der ﬂrlufb handelt von Bombenterror, .dass es so'nicht '

wblterwehcn koennc und eine wirkszme Abwehr gefunden werden muesse,

.

A meisten nlccurdrucclcnd wirkt die lienschenjagd der Tiefflieger,
Dic Grenzbévoelkerung berichtet von Schanzarbeiten, der Naehe des.
Feindes’ und der 4OCbllchkCLt dic Heimut verlassen.zu muessen, wes. nur

un;erne etun wunrd

N

(One hopes. and waits for the new Wbupcﬂo, which dlll b;ln* dcllverunce
from the eneny pressurc. Hepeatedlys: nowcvcr, it is assuaed thaet

promises concerning the introduction of new weapons & are only empty oronlses
and We ush continue to depend upon’ the spirit and courage of the solulers.
A large number of the letters deal with the terror bowmbings, thaot things
cannot go on this way and that an effective dcfense must be found., Hkost
depressing of all is the strafing of civilians by low-level fliers.

The border population discussed trench-digging, the proximity of the enemy
and the possibility of having to leave their homes {i.e., evacuation) which

they would be most unhappy to do.)

This report, dealing largely with weak points in the enemy's morale,
pictures a fairly low stzte of mind among the civilian population, Introduced
as strong points of civilian morale are Trust in the Fuchrer and F.ith in
Final Victory. These two scntiments ere strong points indeed for those who
genuinely feel thom. That they are still widely felt among Germans is not at
all certcing  somcwhat more certain is it thet they ere not felt by those who
are most irritated by borbing, overerowding, food shortages, circulation

restrietions and evacuation.

An 1nxcrest1n‘ answer to the question "t keeps the Germans
going ?" is given byfa nature Russian °/ s formerly a politiecsl education
officer in the Red Ax nyggwno spent scveral years at labor for the Germans and
wetched them while he worked,] His analysis is prefaced by the observation

that not all Germans have “kept going", thet r
the Nazis, and continues along these lines i/

ﬂny hope for the overthrow of

part from a few early objcctors,

the whole of the German nuthH has a strong fcellnb of guilt. The Germans
know full well what Gernany dic to the conguered ngtlons, nd are well aware
of the atrocitics committed by the '‘ehrmacht in Russia and Poland..] They
realise that the whole Girmen economic program was based on a systemstic
exploitation of the oceupied nations and the enslavement of the conquered
people., 1ith their own eyes they witnessed how Russian women were forced to

spiit reils and were used on other hard labors.

EEEGY fully endorsed the
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Shases
\ Nezis while the going was good and as & result have a collective feeling of
responsibility. In spite of thesc facts they still consider thgmselves a
nation with "kultur" and shudder at the thought, of what nations with & far
lower "kultur" will do to them in retaliation. JThey have heard thet the U.S.,
Englend znd Russia have reached an agreeient whereby the German nation will
be held responsible for all the destruction and used to re-build Europe and
Russia. LAs a result of this, ptople are individually afraid and feel that they
have nothing to lose any mbre{37 g : e '
gihese are surely most potent factors in the meintenance of a certain
psychic unity. A eollective sense of guilt, strengthened by fear of a
ruthless retaliation by less-civilized nations, and apparently supported by
' the announced intentions (as announced by Ur GOEBBELS, =t any rate) of these
nations scarcely leaves an alternative to a stiff upper ligzi It ..ust be noted,
too, thet life in the Reich is by no means unbearable for the majority of :
people. During the years of War—production’industrialists end workers in -
Gercany, 28 ip 2ll indusbtrial countries, heve prospered rather more widely than
during the years of the depression decade. ' The sixth year of the war finds
money of little waluc in Nozi Germany, with a conseqguent increase in Black
iizrket and barter activity, and here workers do less well than propertied
elasses (including farmers). But the rationing system continucs to operate and
workers are assured of a subsistence diet at least. Bombing has destroyed
homcs and people, but those who survive have bcen given;shelterﬁsomewhere.
The .shortage of consumer goods means that in BERLIN feshion, or what was
formerly mcant by this term, no longer exists., But peoplc are still neatly
clothed - even, to the surprisc of ficld reporters, in those areas of
oceupied Germany which hzve tsken the most severe pounding of all. Sober
consideration of thesc facts is required to balence frequent hopes, and
oceasioncl tales, of internnl collapse in Germeny. Lafe in the Reich is
undoubtedly & daily streain, with disastrous neural cffects upon a considerable
number of individunls, but under the nearly omnipotent controls of the Party
life goes on and things get done. 4nd in the absence of a strong organized
opposition, which alone could make serious headway against the Party, life
will more than likely continue to go on.




PART IT — VEHRMACHT MORAIE.

Te Yorala sf tho Sountoi-Atbacliny o
ae First P/l Interrogationss

= Such interrogations for morsdle purposes as have been received suggest
that the success of the present German offensive was not limited by any lack
of will to counter—attack on the part of almost all the troops engaged as for—
ward elementse The paratroopers jumped and fought with their traditional fanat—
icism even though their efforts were quickly checkedes Interrogations of a
number of Ps/W taken from the S5 Panzer units who bore the brumt of the push

in the caatra 1 sector of the attack, showed them to be soldiers of good morale
or even ones fana tilcally detemmined to carry out orders, Among fomations of
the VolksGrenadier Divisions assigned to secure the flanks of the attack, some
signs of defeatism were encountercde Nevertheless, a 12 AG consolidated report
dealing with Ps/W from the 212 VolksGrenadier Division captured in the TLuxem—
bourg sector, described theixr morale as goode Renewed aggressive spirit was

also reported in other VolksGrenadier Divisions in this sectors Only in isolatec
cases did VolksCrenadiers use the offensive as an opportunity to deserte il

PWD-SHAEF interrogators commented on the remarkable difference between

group of Ps/7 captured during tho first dgys of the offensive and those in—
terrogated during the preceding faw monthse Their younger age, their better
physical condition, their higher fighting spirit and wider battle experience
were all notable. : ; 2 .

+°  Reports so far received are too few to warrant any conjecture as to how
far the Ps/W captured during the initial phase are representative of the larger
‘bulk of troops dnvolved in the drive. The vigour of thelr efforts mekes it !
reasonable to assume that their morale was as good or better than that of the
men who before the counter—attack were offering detemminsd resistance to Allied
operationss Similarly, no adequate information has beon received about the ex—
tont to which the Cerman troops sncountored during the last few dgys, when the
drive began to spend its force, continuedto display sbiff morale. (See belows
How the Troops reacted to the Offensives) - -~ - : ‘

be That the Troops were tolds

The offensive was launchod with a reported address by Hitler bo his
battle commanders, as well as special orders of the day by Rundstedty lodel
md Manteuffels The contents of Hitler!s appeal have not yet been ascertained
since it was not broadcast generallye However, &ccording to a faow Ps/W who rame:
reported having heard it while belng relsyed to their units, it contained a
string note to the effect that the find decision had comee According to one
_sourco, the Fuchrer declared that, like Frederick the Great, in the battle of
Koeniggraectz, he had decided to throw all his forces into this winter offensive
in the Test to’achieve a final decision, Whether these reports are.correct or
not, Rundstedt!s order of the day openly declared that feverything is. at stakes!
These sbatements sppear to have become!the groundwork of all~out psychological
preparation of the troops by their commanderss. On the bagis of scatterecd state—
ments it appears,tbcthesmegsapespadsdd doim tharlihe to: Lompamy: commamders, it
was rocast and elaborated in many varied ways, all garerally giving the same
impression of an all out effort now at hands Typical was the exhortation to the
T SS Divs (Ieibstandarte Adolf Hitler) as it want into battle that Liege was
to be given to the Fuehrer as a Christmas presente A breakbhrough to Paris
was indicatod amd air support of 800 planes was promisede The troops of the
116 Panzer Division were told that thay had 90 tanks in support and that thelr
objective was Antwerpe Similar statements were made to the Volksgrenadier
uritse The CO of the 276 Division told his men that the Wehrmacht had started
the decisive attack of the war; operations from Aachen to the Ablanbic Vall
Were underway. The 382 VolksGrenadier Division received a "Fuehrerbefehl! that
this was tho decisive battle from Holland to Switzerland. However, as is apt
to ha ppen in many armies of such a time a great many troops went into battle
without any gaeral morale preparation except for being told that an attack
was underways In one c¢ase ab leaat it seemed Tiecessary to play down the scope
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of the offetiglve; 2 P/W from the 212 Dive reporbed that the men in his unit
were told that this attack was only to test the strangth of the enemy. Some
paratroopers believed that they were only on a practice jump until Jjust
shortly before going into action.

. There is evidence that a few tactical units went into the attack with
only tho scantiest briefing as to thelr immediate objectives and the location
of Americsan troopse This may be ascribed to reasonable security measurese
However, Ps/W, in scattered cases, insisted that they were not given any in-
fomation as their mission with the offect that they believed the attack to
be hastily organized and doomed to failure from the very starts A paratrooper
 reported that in view of the poor showing of the pilots in delivering their
airborne soldiers to their objectives, he personally believed that the pllots
had not been told of their destinagtione

ce How the Troops reacted to the Offensives

- Trrespéctive of the briefing given to the troops before attacking,
a natural increase in spirit was felt as the drive got unler ways This was
in part simply due to the fact that they wers now attacking, after long
periods of defensive fightinge They had been promised adequate weapons and
these promises wore fulfilled in large measures The presence of the Tuftwaffe
could be seen whon the weather pemitted and during bad weather the Allied
superiority was absente Armour was present in great strength, Quantities of
semi—~automatic and light weapons were supplied,especially to the VolksGrenadie:
Divs many a B/W roported great enthusiasm over these ams in their unitse

Obviously, a basis was supplied for the fesling of heightened sonfidence
by the penctrations achiaved during the beginning of the drives Efforks were
made- by official German propaganda releases to the troops to support this
feeling, but no Allied leaflets were droppeds The Tiehrmachtberichte of 21
Docember declared that the Germans had erossed the road leading to Liege and
wore persuing the enemy across the Meusee A specidl mimeographed edition of
mitteilunge fuer die Truppe" informed the men that 40,000 Americans had
been killed in the Aachen sector. News was broadeast to all troops on all
fronts, as far down as the company levels Such announcements probably received
Tittle attention among the troops actually engaged in the gouhitaoffensive
because of the wall-knowmn difficulties in disseminsting propaganda to fight—
ing troops. They were designed in part for troops in other sectors less
busily engageds there are praliminary indicabions that the bulk of these
troops received the news wikh great hopess »

High morale over the short run was helped by the spread of rumours sboub
the successos achievede In parb, there is some evidence that these rumours
were systematically spread by Gemman officialse Bub it is to be expected thad
yumours will spring up of their own ascord in sud a situation where the
babtls shifts quickly and hard news is absente Liege was soon occupied by
paratroopers, according to rumourss Brussels and JAachen were threatened.

The fall of Paris by Christmas was even predictede Totals for planes shot
dowm reached 1800e Allied reserves were near the exhawtion pointe

© A small minority of the Ps/W seem to hare entered the offensive with
roserve and doubt as to its outcome, doubts which in many cases where
strencthened as the american counter meassures proved so formidablee A feeling
that was encountered among Infantry soldiers who fought well were exprossed
by a P/Wiit first wo were hopeful since it had been relatively quiet on our
seator during the last couple of days, lWhen we reached the American lines
ad received their fire, we realized that wa had been too confidente” Another
disrupting factor which set in on some sectors was a sghortage of food due to
the difficulties of supplys Ps/W wers encountered who mentioned not having
recelved any food at all during the entire period of thelr offemsive actione

However, German soldlers who took part in the offensive and were
captured declaresnow that thay are prisoners, that 1f the offensive were to
fail, the entire fate of Gemeny would be decideds Such an attitude on the
part of Ps/ is, of course, far from indicating a collapse of the will to re-—
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sist on the part of the remainder of tho Wohmmacht aftor the counter—atback
. spords, 1tself, Tt would,; however, be natural to -expect a sharp depression of
.. morale 1f the German ammy fails o reach any, outstmding md ¢lear—cut geo—
graphical objectives, Cn the other hand, Geman propaganda may even then be
able to interpret the situation in such a way as to prevent a further breach
from devbloping between the Fuchrung and the average Germah soldier.. If the
prosent battle line with its penetration in the Allied position is held, or
even if o withdrawal without sy undue loss of men and material is accomplish=
ody the drive cm be presented as a successful diversionaxy and delaying
action with dmportant political repercussions and so. used as -a foundation for
Justifying continued resistance. Tt will be claired that the High Command
newer intended to drive the gllics out of Furopes Even more important, Allied
Dlans for the invasion of the Fatherland hawe been ‘upset, and more time gained
for further toli.ihmobildzation and the production of new woaponse Allicd
losses will be reported as heavy and the inerease in the. war Weariness of the
eneny noteds (This line is ‘dlready being employed in’German Overseas propagan—
das ) These arguments are likely to have a certain amount of success. lMoreover,
a considorable number of soldiers have in the past fought on while ‘despairing
of victory in the hipe that continued recickance would produce better terms
than can possibly bé obtained at presents these men will still continue to
hold the same opinicn, In so far as any conjecturs can yet be risked as to the
results of the present fighting, it seems that only an ummistakable disaster
such as the <capture of large Gorman forces. by Allied counter-measures will
leave Vehmacht morale markedly worse after the offénsive than it was before—
- hand. : - s i Oy :

de Fear "vof I\ﬁ.strea'bment as a P/"."I.A :

: None of the Ps/i Anterrogated by PD- interrogat ord on the subject were
aware of the shooting of American Ps/iT by Gemmn tank crtws ard in this re—
. 8pect thair attitude towards captivity did not differ from those Ps/W capt~
. ured previous to the offensivee Likewise, all Ps/W questioned denied -any
. knowledge of the use of US uniforms by German troops s dlthough in a few cases
. they learned about it after captures Thoy knew that such practices ‘would re—
- sult in death and professed to copsider this jusbe

It should, however, be added thab Gorman soldiers who do foar mistroatment
may well be fighting to the bitter ende Reports that we arc taking less
prisoners, may be related to this. loreover, it is impossible to Jjudge until
further interrogations have bean received whether Germsn soldiers still lnck
any fear of being mistreated as Ps/We : i = ,. 7

Ce Moralé of Pilotse”

The large numbar of pilots shot down during recont days over our lines
makos posasible for-the first time in many months @ ovaluation of their
morales (me source points out that:'the pilots of Fourth Fighter Group are
comperatively news Thay appear.to face thoir dangerous and difficult task
without flinchings Their morale was, if not exuberantly high, at least de—
temined and unyieldinge There was little of the srrogmce noted among Tufi—
waffe pllots in the éarly years of the war, but there was a detemination

bordering on desperations

woTle Volksstum; in -Action,
2e Saarbruecken Volkssburme -

Interrogation of tho Commanding Officer lst Company,Volkssturm Bn
Saarbruscken-Stadt reveals, the unsurmountable difficulties he encountered in
attempting to employ his men in support of the Wehmacht forces operating in
his arcas The Wehrmacht in this particular caso seemed to be rather indiffer—
ent as to the potentialities and the fato of its Volksstum auxiliarye

Coordination was lacking from the vety inception of the fomation. The
recrults wore issued an order on 19 November to assemble for an Erfassungs-—
appell(roll call) vhich they were told would last for a'few hourses But the
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situation at thsb front, in the opinion of the locel Kreisleiter, required
that they begin their military career immediately and without interruptione
They wore sworn in and takon that night to a group of bunkers nearby in Ens—
dorfes This caused great dissatisfection among the men since thgy had been

forced to lpave home without the slightest personal preparationse Promises
of leave were oxteanded but never fulfilled. : e

Kroisleiter Vollbehr, who performed tho induction proceedings and de—
livered the oath to Adolf Hitler, did not himself jJoin the Volkssturme
According to one Volkssturm soldier who was present, Vollbehr falt it ne—
cessary to explain his action as well as that of his Ortsgruppenleitei's and
zellenleiters(district and cell leaders)e He is raported to have gsaids "We
did not losa the last war because We were short of 50000 men but because
wie were short of 50000 Ortsgruppenleiters and Zollenleiterse Vollbehr!s
action seoms to vary from the Nazi party directive that Party members are
to join the Volkssturme (See below) -

The Battalion was commended by a brewery officisl who received his
position because he was & First Ticutenant in the last war, He was ordered to
a ton days course for Volksstum Bn COs and seems never to have returned to -
offor his service to the Saarbruecken Volkssturme Tnstead his Adjutant
assumed commance One of the Company commanders, railroad official purchasing
- agont, by the name of Hms Helnz, was was sclectod for CO because he held a
commission as a reserve railroad police lieutenant and had been a non—~com in
the last mre He reported the following carcer of his detachment: Conditions
in the bunkers vhere military training was supposed to be going forward were
quito unbearable, especially since little thought had been given to fthe
supply probleme NoO transportation was availeble and food was brought in by
pusheart from wherssver available. ledical care was absent, except for a two
day visit by a civilian doctors Heing took it upon himself to send home. the
mon least physically fit since none of the recruits had been given a fomal
modical examinations The men could write hone but could not receive maile
No steps were taken to extend support to their families since thenecessary
clerical action simply was not takons Weapons, old Tbalian rifles, Panzor—
fausts snd grenades wore issued +t0 the men in the bunkerss Some perfunctory
training was given by Vehrmacht personnel in the area yhich laft the recruits
_ almos® complebely unable to oven handle thelr weaponsa i

Oon 3 Decomber, the Company comnenders abttended a Battalion Conference
at which no Wehrmacht officers were presonbe The question arose whother the
Volkssturm should be reinforced or relioved since it was made knowm that
the last German troops were being withdravn from the far side of the Saare
No one lmew the answor, except that the Jolksstum Battalion had bean
assigned to the Wehrmacht for tactical commends The Volksstumm of ficers:
woye only responsible for tho wolfare of thelr men, but not for making
tactical decisionse Howevery ewil in the mabtor of procuring food no one
prosent seemed to have any clear idease ‘ : ‘ :

Th tho meanbime, the men continued +0 vont their anger against the
Nazi Party funetionaries for being called to service without having been
given a chance to straighten out their personal. and business affairse They
did not try to hide fram themselves the fact that thqf were only second class
makeridl without training and proper equipment at thate The right thing,many
of them falt, would have been to pub such old man into the Army and mix them
with regular soldiers, 80 that thgy would not have the feeling. of being
pacrificeds '

Soon aftor the conference, the cormand channels within the formation
broks dowm and CO Heinz was never able hgain to contact Rattalion Headguarterx
After no word had bean rocelvaed for a few daysy a runner was despatched to
Battalion Headquarters with the request for further instructionse He return—
od reporting that the bunker in which the Headquarters was gsupposed to be
Jocated was emptys The Battalion supplies were scattered shout and civilians
were helping themselves to whatever had been left behinds No one knew where

the staff had gones ol
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The day bofore the Americen troops arrived and captured the bunkors, the
CO sent a written request to an Ablt.Schink of the Army unit to which ho was
responsiblo roquesting thet his unit should aeither be relievaed or reinforceds
Ho realized that these men wore completely untrained and.incapable of defending
‘thomsolvese There was no point in their balng assigned a mission to hold the
‘bunkers gince thoy would simply be unable to do sos The Army officers roplicd
to the request: "Es kommt eventucll Verstacrkunge " (o shall probably scnd up
roinforcenonte.) But none ever came. Te mesgenger who had gone up to Oblt,
_Schink =md brought back the mswor reportcd to his €O that Schink had read
tho message ad then spoken to snother officer telling hime Mauf diese Dunker
legan wir sowisso keinen erte"(We don't attach any inportance to these bunkers
anyways ) This news completely démoralized Heinz for he thon roalized the e
complete uselessness of his offorts to keep his Volkssturm unit intact. Tho
fmericen troops arrived soon thereafter and blew the Volksstumm out.

During interrogation the €O described the entire action és ifresponsible.
"The Kroisleiter Vollbchr is probably tiie man respongible far this crime

since he wanted to show offo"
be Volksstum on the “Jestwalle

The employment of Volkssturm units in areas considerably distant from
their native communitices is foreshadowed by the roport of two Volkssturm
deserters who were assigned to man Siogfried Iine defences in the Buechelberg
areas Instead of being committod to the local defence of their communitics 3
- these members of the St.Avold Volkssturm Battalion were sent in October to
Sarreburg where thqy were employed in harvesting crops and preparing fiold
fortifications, Early in Decembor, they were ordered to the vicinity of
Buechelberg where they were detailed to machine guns in the casaments of the
Siegfried Line. Those Ps/i clalmed tha thgy had no military training at alls
Ps/\I of other units have alludod to the presence of Volkssturm personnel in
Siegfried fortifications but few of those people have becn captured with the
excaption of those fran the Saarbriscken arocae S

Rogardless of the difficulties experienced by the Volkssturm.in coordinat—
ing its efforts in battle with those of the Tehrmacht, all indications scem to
point to Nazi Party ofificials continuing to press to maintain the independ—
ence of the Volkssturm whorever possibles Special regulations have been issued
which attompt to set up an indopondent medical service for the Volkssturi.
Doctors are lisble for service in the Volkssturme The doctor will usc the
institutions of the Party and its formation as well as of the Doutsche Tote
Krouze A Hoad Doctor of the Volkssturm will be nominated who will, in con—
Junction with the Reich Health Isader, serve on the staff of the Reich Ieader
SSe

A further indiecation theat the Volkssturm is to be used in other than
local defence is seen in the regulation ealling for the establishment of a
modical group in evory Gau from vhich doctors can be made available in case
of mobile cmployments Armed Forces medical officers are directed to give
medical assistance to Volksstum soldiers as far as possible, whon thoso ars
fighting within an Armed Force fomgbiona

A roply by Bormann to an ‘enquiry by Gauleiter Wagner states that "as soon
a8 the Volksgburm is ready for service in units and armed"the order for
Party membars to join the Wehrmacht ceased to apply. In fact, Par'y members
transforred to the Army becaise of an acute emergoncy should be transferrod
back to the Volkssturme An GIT7 decree gtates that all persons cmployed as
civilians by the Amed Forces arc liable for service with tho Volkssturm.
The order also sta%ed that Armed Forces officials in the home war arcas,too,
magy be callsd for service in the Volksstumme ALl AA auxiliarics arc also liable
for service with the Volksstumm with the reservation that A4 services take
precedence over Volksstum services. All mdle members of the iir Raid Tarning
System are also liable for Volksstumm £urvice. Thene regulations seem to .
establish that whatevaer parbtime manpower still oxists in the German Reich will
in finad phase of resistance be pub under the jurisdiction of the Volkssturm
rather than the Wehmmachbe :
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