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PLRT I — GERLAN HOLE FRONT

: The great question merk in regard to Germany and the Germans this week
is the outcome of the present Russian drive in the East., Reports from
Germany of the past few days have a tentative air sbout them, as though all
measures are makeshift until it is clear whether, and if, the Red Army is
going to stop. It is clear that the speed of the Russian advance has

caught the home front psychologically unprepsred. Uhether the eritical
transport situation in the East can be solved, whether the Volkssturm can
be organized in tiae, whether sufficient equipment can be brought up,
whether the people can be evacuated — 2ll these and similer questions admit
of no solution until an affirmative answer is ziven to the question "Have
the Russians been stopped yet ?" For the predoiiinant feeling that seems to
emerge is that so long as one says "No" to this question the answers to the
other questions ecan hardly matter. It is within the context of this big
question mark that onc must read the news of the week from Geraany, for any
report written before the last 3 days must otherwlse seem stale and a little
irprclevant.
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A, OCCUPIED AREAS

Seldier and Clvilia

The Russian advance raises sharply agein the question which was posed
earlier by the Allied entry on to Geruen soil in the west : whet cffcct does
the returning solaicr have upon the uorale of his civilian compatriot, and
how does contaect with civiliens affect the soldier ? The question is
extremely complicated but several factors have bccome clear during the
course of occupation in the Jest¥*, Certain frictions betwcen soldicr and
civilien were ineviteble, particulerly during thc great “.ehrmacht confusion
in the carly wecks of September — & period to which the Geri:an press
attached the label "Fli:ht of Etappcnschweine"., Lost seldiers, remains of
units, groups of descrters, took over thc smell towns of lestern Germany -
and their heavy drinking, noisiness and vendalisi caused considerable
irritation to the civilians. Even as the “‘chriacht recovered its poise, the
natural tendency of soldiers in unifori to push civilions ardund .remained a
source of friction., Although many individual soldiers assisted civilians to
evade evecuztion, the official authority of the lehrumacht wes on several
occasions uscd to enforce it. And this formal participation of the army in
measures ordered by the Party was perhaps the sharpest focus of dissension.
Despite all this, it was clear $hat civiliens did not entirely bleme thelr
soldiers, and thet the average German's sentimental affection toward the
Londser reuained approximetely the same as the nicrican's toward the G.I.
or the Briton's towerd the Tommy. Cuses of irritation toward individual
solaiers or small groups were frequently evident but censure was attached
mainly to the officialdom of the ehrmacht. :

This feeling of cowmunity frequently led the civilians to urge the
soldiers. to stop resisting., It is difficult to say to what extent civilian
encouragencnt led to actusl desertion, but a good meny deserters to this day
continue to be found in eivilian homes within the oceupied Rhineland, and
meny prisoners have referred to the fact that they were encouraged by
civilians to guit. St

In the Bast, the situation differs frau that which obtained in the
test. The speed of the Russian advance climinates, at the moment, the ,
possibility of prolonged civilian influence upon soldicrs. But even if the A
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Red Aray slows down and reguler contact between soldicr and civilian beconies
possible, the Silesians arc not likcly to react as did the Rhineclanders,

For the former are facing the hated Russians and dreaded Poles, Their
fears of the occupying forces and their own guilt fears, for Nazisi was
strong in Silesia, will nmake them think twice before giving up or urging
the soldicrs to surrcnder, But cven if the Silesicns were inclincd to urge
soldiers to quit, they will probably not have the opportunity. ’diereas
rarty atteopts to control relations between soldicrs and civilians in the
“wot were lergely a matter of Tichrimacht orders which could not be enforced,
in the East the Party now has at its disposal the Volkssturm, which is an
excellent device for bringing civilians under the control of a few selected
hard-morale NCO's,- Anc the indications this weck are that the P.rty means to
make full use of this device in Silesia. (Suc Part B of this Summary).

The Politicel Juestion

Any attempt to estimate politicel sentiient in occupied Ger.any nust
teke carcful account of two facts : that those who remeined bechind are the
Riineland non-Nazis and that the questions are being asked by men in
41llied uniforms. So..¢ weighting in the eppreciation of bare 'statistical
results must derive from our knowledge of whet the Gerians think the alliics
want to hear and, in no case, can the results be applied to Germany as a
whole., %ith these cautions, and in view of the trend in individual
interrogations, it cen be scid thet the majority of Gur .is now living
under Allicd rule arce "Loft-oi-Coenter" in Tueir political sentiments,

Three surveys, concuctcd at intcrvels of approxiimetely one month, reveal this
trend of political desires aiong the Germans in occupicd areas. The surveys
were not based on stratified seampling, but were purely randoir and hence

make no pretence to bc adequate samplings of the comuunity as a whole.

[E%e First survey, conducted on 28 Noveuber anong 66 people in the town
of STOLBERG, showed a slight mejority in favor of derwocratic goveranent
along the lines of the “/eimar Ropublic. Iost _of the others favored some
sort of democracy but not the symbol "MTeimar",) (Only 2 of the 66 interrogees
mentioned any alternative - e.g. constitutional monarchy). Along the same
lines,[i'large nejority were in favor of a Rhineland independent of Prussia,
the implicetion of "Prussia" being clearly militarism and autocracy. About
half of this predominantly Catholic population expressed the desire that the
Church remain completely spart from polities and that the Catholic
Zentrum Party play a smaller role than it hes so far under occupetional
authoriti.]

i second survey, conducted asong 43 Geruen civilians in the VUGHT~
Internment Camp on 25 Deceusber, revealed a similar tendency. ?he'llne of
questioning was here less sharply defined and for tals reason it is perhaps
gmore significant that slightly more than helf of those questioned spoke
clearly for a democratic type of post-war governuent. It is noteworthy that
one-fourth, instead of spcaking directly for a democratic Geriian governient
insisted on the primary need for a strict post—war militery govergment :
by the illies, Reliance on the sllies has most .frequently bcen linked with
Teor that domoeratic toendencies within Geriony mey not of theiselves be
stronz enough to support a spontaneous native democracy. (In this survey,
too, a lone monarchist made his inevitable appearance, this\one‘even
specifying Prince Louis Ferdinand as the monarch he desired). . - 7

The third, and most satisfactory survey, was conducted among 136 :
peoplc in AACHEN on 15 January. Those surveyed were asked only one qugstlon
and that very specific : how they would vote if there were clections with
the same contending parties as before 1933+ The replies were as follows i

39 Communists
62 Social Deiiocrats
16 Centrists
19 Volkspartei
%
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The prevailing attitude is clearly to the Left, in the sense that 101 of
the total votes went to the two Marxist parties. 4 brezkdown by scxes
rcveals an interesting ratio among those voting for the Marxist perties 3
83% women, 70% men. (Tomen, in the past, have been considered stronger
Nazis than the nmen). This one is considerebly firmer than the two earlier

_ surveys, because the nuuber of people included is much larger, end because

conditions in AACHEN haove become foirly settled during three months of
efficient administration. AACHENERS, being "big city" folk, would norually
be expected to be more articulate on political questions than a random
sample in STOLBEAG, or the rather dazed inhabitants of an internment . camp.

‘Even putting the results of all three surveys together, however, ohe

isaMﬁtodmwoMg,wogwwmlcmmhmﬂms:

(l) hat German propaganda has not succeeded in identifying idarxism
with the Devil's code in the average Gerion mind, Gerrans have
always knovn thorouzhly respectable Social Democrats and even
Comaunists in their homv towns and the stigmata of "Satanization"
are therefore likely to seem & little s1113 when epplied to the
man next door. (In rcgard to Russie, the attempt has been far
more successful, but it is interesting to note in this connection
that anmong prisoncrs and civilians who heve bcen in Russie during
the war GOEBBELS' prograu. of identifying STALIN with Satan and
flussia with Purgatory has leorgely broken down).

2). That %he mejority of people now in the occupicd areas would, in
en clection conducted under allied authority, probably vote for
the Left purugs.)

Thesevconclusions cannot-be extended beyond the occupied arcas,
however, bccause of the special conditions discussed in the first paragraph
which attach to any survey imade under prescnt concitions. ‘datb
interrogation of former Nazis and pro-lezis and sympathetic non-Nazis within
the interior of Gerueny is ll;uly to reveal cannot be predicted from the

present samples.

It is curious to note Herr GOEBBELS' version of the results of the
STOLBERG survey which eppezred in his Das deich article of 12 Janusry.
Instecad of o team of amcrican sergeants and 66 people whom they met at
randoia in the town, the affeir becaue "a public opinion survey conducted by
the imerican Gellup Institute to determine what the fceeling was for a
reintroduction of the Telmar Republic"., "Das ergebnis" said Dr GOEBBELS
"war fuer die Feindscite wahrhaft niederschmctternd" (1he results were
really disastrous for the cnemy). Despite the fact that "the Allics left
no stonc unturned to convince interrogees of the wonders of democracy, not
even 5% favored such 2 course for Germany". The facts, as noted above, are
thet well over 505 actually expressed preference for a democratic form of
government, and interrogctors iiade no attempt to win converts to
democracy, either of the Teimar or American pattecrn.

Aachencr. Nachrichten (The Aachen News)

The German counteroffcnsive in the ARDENNES revealed, among other
things, the need for a regulor illied channel of information to the
population under our authority. Iith the lack of electric current in many
touns throughout thp OCCUled arca the people Qpﬂend more hea v1l than
elsewhere upon newspaper informstion. The witteilungen of P & Pli, 12 A.G.
did a gallant job of dlStPlbUDlOﬂ during the counteroffensive and played a
considerable role in forestallinz thc circulation of wild rumors concerning
the success of Gerian operations. Unfortunately, the attack was first
announced on 15 December, the dey kitteilunsen appeared, and since the
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paper is a weekly it was not until 25 December that the first issue
containing suthoritative news reached the nervous and unhappy Gerians. The
Aachener Nachrichten is the first Gernan-maneged, illied-controlled news—
. paper in the occupied arcas., 4 press control tcam has completed procurcment
and requisitioning activities, has secured the German personnel necessary

to make a start in publishing the paper, ond put its first issue on the
street on 24 Jznuary. -

Conccived as a weekly and priced at 20 pfennig, the paper will be
welcome to the news-hungry Gerian population. ®Some indication of the
popularity of German-language news is indicated by the small "black market"
which a group of enterprising lads have set up in AACHEN with Die iditteilun—
Zen. On 16 January thesc lads got hold of some 50 copies of the paper,
which is distributed gratis by 12 A.G,, and guickly peddled them off at
50 pfennigs a copy cmong the civilians who were happy to pay for the
quicker service. It is likely that the Aachener Nachrichten will be issued
as a bi-weekly as soon as printing facilities and personnel permit, and
perhaps eventually as a caily.

The front pege gives authoritative news of both European fronts and
bricfer accounts of the action at NILA ond the Allied bombing of
DUISBURG, 4 boxed announcencnt informs the population that the curfew hour
- has been advanced from 1730 to 1800 hours. and the "feature! article of
the page deals with the sentence of an wibrella-nanufacturer and his wife
to 9 months! imprisonnent for hoarding food and concecaling this from the
american authorities. sarticles of this latter type arc particularly welcome
to .G, officers, who heve becen faced with the difficult problem of
disseninating information ond are convinced that many violations of minor
}M.G. ordincnces are aue siaply to ignorence on the part of thc population,
4 letter from Major JONES, M.G. Coumandent at sACHEN, is printed in the
first issue and expresses a wara welcone to Aachener Nuchrichten on behalf
of the iilitary Governuent.

B. ENEMNY oREAS

The Red .ruy's hAdvance

Tith the dussians occupying iost of Ecst Prussia, which has been cut
off from the rest of the Reich, and th. main industrial sreas of Silesia,
it is illuminsting to note the conment@rics of the leaders of German
opinion, Gerian propaganda has centored mainly upon the primary nccessity
of preventing panic. The authority of Clausewitz is called upon to assure
the public that no battle is lost before it is finally ended. This line,
negative as it is, is the dominating tone of the week's propaganda output.
It is clearly admitted that a great energency is at hand, even indicated
that things are likely to be worse, and no attenpt is made to minimize the
potential threat. Reassurance mainly takes the form of trying to allay
fears tinet the High Commend has lost control, or that large~scale counter-
measures have already been tried and have failed, DITTiliK on 23 January
admitted that things in the East hang in the balance but specifically denied
that counter—measures on o final scale had yet been undertaken., He
prepered the public for the loss of East Prussia and Upper Silesia by showing
that these losses would take place before the planned Geriian counter-
measures could begin to be effective., East Prussia he referred to as
a temporary bastion, but he made no mention of cither new reserves or
‘entrenchnents upon which a major defensive operation would have to rely.
The most striking thing in his address was its vagueness and the weakness
- of his assurances. The following day von BERCK, speaking for HIMBLER,
admitted less openly than DITTIAR the unjrecedented gravity of the situation,
but his assurances were even weaker, He devoted considerable attention
to the theme of "You'll be sorry" — maintaining that the Red aruy's threat
brought home finslly to 2ll other leaders what the Germen leaders had
long known : that should the Reich's structure cruable its ruin would
spread fapP over the earth.
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"le always knew the deadly scriousness of this war., Now at

last mey the whole of menkind become aware of its deadly a
scriousness, and may thosc who have even a slight sense of
responsibility ask themselves how much more the bread of

peace nust be soaksd in blood before it may be eaten, for

they must see and know that we Germans will never give up

our freedom, our soil end our way of life',

The Russicn advance affected even former German claims of the '"strategic
success'' of the ARDENNES offensive. _The line by last week had given up all
attempts to claim von RUNDSTEDI's counter—offensive as a genuine victory

in any mcasure, contenting itself with assurances that it had been necessary
to "disarrange' thc ‘estern Front before tiue Russieans launched their
"expected" drive in the Last., In this, the Geruan radio was saying last week,
they had succeeded end were now in a position to turn their attention to
"disarranging" the Red army's front., By this time the line would look a
little ridiculous and it has been dropped altogether. Only DITTisR, among
the top commentators, declt with the aRDENWES offensive at all, and he was
both brief and uncnthusiastic. DiB went even further, intimating that a

new large-scale jillied attack in the West was in prospect. Listening to the
radio this week could herdly have been a good way for a German to 1ift his
moralc.,

The Transport Crisis and Evacustion

The Red army's offensive aggravates still further the already critical
position of Geriien tronsport, particularly in the Bast. The dislocation of
large scctions of the Reich transport system, and the increascd demands upon
the remaining facilities, both reil and road, has already made itself felt
in the daily lifc of many Germans. The systen of inter-regional food
distribution which cnsured each part of the Reich's planned food supply
through thc exchénge of surpluses for shortages has ¢lready, eccording to
recent announcements of BaCKE, discussed in this Swumary, partially broken
down. Another result, probebly felt by Germans even more deeply than the
lack of a balanced Giet, has been the breakdown of the postal systei.

‘Comparatively few femilies have -been left completely untouched by the

enormous displacemcnt of persons within present—dey Geriany. Fanilies have

depended very larscly upon letters to maintain contact with one another.

Now comecs a "total ban" on private letters and parcels, announced on

23 January. The ban is not, in fact, total, for field post and foreign

letters -are not affected by the ruling. 4nd to soften the blow for purely
civilien correspondence, post—cards and even letters are pernitted to
circulate between two towns with favorable transport conditions.

The first sentence of the announcecment states the reason frankly :

nThe whole machinery of the German Reichsbahn is nceded to
strengthen the German front in the Bast!.

It is"in the East, of coursc, that the lack of adequate transport
facilities has now become literally a metter of life  or death .

It is reported that NAUMANN of the Propaganda ilinistry, in a speech at
POSEN, informed unhappy citizens of that town that they must "fall at their
posts". The local ncwspaper, accordinz to a Swedish report, announced that
only invalids, children under 12 and oldsters over 60, and those unfit to
fight, havethe rirht to leave" the town. 4ll previous officicl evacuation
orders have recently assumed that all males of Volkssturm ege (16-60) must
stay behind. But this announcement mekes two startling exceptions :

(1) the age limit of children forced to remain is revised downward

from 16 to 12, :
(2) fcimzles arc included on the sane basis as males.
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This mcasure is very likely the result of the practiecl impossibility of
organizing a full-scale evacuation, due cqually to the shortage of transport
and the rapidity of the Russion advance. It is unlikely that the order to
resain will detcr those who are zble to escepe from the town by private
ncans. The Deutsche illgencine Zeitung of 22 Januury said that great
numbers of refugecs have, in fact, clready left East Prussia and Silesia,
and this is confirmed by a lloscow report of 24 January which says that
Russian airmen have observed streems of refuzees Jjamning the roads leading
westward., Even the Gerian Houe Service has been broadeasting accounts of the
hasty cvacuation in bitter cold., 4 typicel broadcast, on 25 Janusry,
reported that in thc preceding days some 300,000 peoplc had left BRESLAU.
The fortuncte ones rode in opon carts and lorrics; but wherever transport
wes not sufficient women and children merched in colummns to safety,
thenkful that the icy winus hed abated somcwhet. The best Front und Heimat
could offer worried soldiers from the Bast in the way of reassurence wes
that "this Germen evacustion bears no reserblence to the French refugece
flood of 1940". One estimatc froa London has caleulated thot the number
of refugees on the move probably considerably excecds 3 million.

The Volkssturm is Sumnoned

The lot of thosc Geruans on the road or already evacuated to strange
places is hard cnough, but the groatest hardship, and the wost signifieant
test of the fighting morale of the Germen pcople, is that imposed upon the
civilians mobilized into the Volkssturm battalions of Eastern Geruany.

It hes become clear during the past two months that the Volkssturm has gone
considerably beyond the comic opcra level which characterized meny aspects
of its initial cfforts. The serics of orders issucd by Mertin BORIMANN alone
is somc evidence of the Party's intention to employ the Volkssturi as a
militery foriuation wherever possible. BORMANN made it clear, threce months
ago, thot the Volkssturm was not to be regerded as just another Nazi Verein.
To requests from the leaders of various orgonizations that they be permitted
to foru their own Volkssturm units he replied : "A baker's Volkssturm is
nonsc¢nse, a contradiction in tocrums... The Volkssturm is the most profound
articulation and undcrlining of Gerian unity... The Volkssturm is 2 welding
into one"., " On 2 lcss clovated but more practical level of personnel
policy BORILNN has dircetcd his Gauleiters that 1l retired Genorsls and
other officers are to be uscd in the Volkssturm according to their training
and capacity, end that-hc personclly is to be informied in each case when °
an officer of this type is denicd o position of command., On enother

‘occasion he ordered that, due to the shortage of priests et home, the

induction of pricsts eithcr into the liehruacht or the Volkssturm was
prohibited, in especially "cousiderate! order by BORMLNN, issued in
egreement with "R.F.S5.5. HLGGLERY instructed all Volkssturia commenders how
to handle forner cruminel cleicents within their coimand., The mein thing was
that criminals were to be given e feir chence and be treated like any

other Volkssturm solaicr until they gave grounds for other treatucnt., The
szme order, even more significantly, deelt with the specific qguestion of
political "eriiinals" who were not to be treated with suspicion "simply
because of previous convictions or their bad reputation".

Further evidence that the Volkssturm has, in fact, been called up
extensively in the castern parts of Gerisony is contained in the Gerien
newspapers which deily announce the call—up of new units froi one town or

.another.  ‘“herecas in the “‘est no Volkssturm unit larger then a battalion has

yet been encountered, in East Prussia organization of the Volkssturm on a
regimentzl basis has been frequently reported, and it seems likely that the
Velkssturn has actually performed better on the Eastern front than it has
donec in the est. Although accounts of Volkssturm heroism in the East

are probsbly exaggerzted,: the special conditions which herden the morale
of people in that crea are indicatced in these sentences from 2 speech by a
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Volkssturm Co.peny Cormender to units being sworn in before a erowd of

mearly 100,000" .2

"There is no need to tell Upper Silesians what the words
'To prescrve the Fatherland! means Those who live close
to the fronticr know their meanins, I need merely
recindg you of the year prior to the liberation of the
homeland, Then our cncmies derisively called us 'Hitler's
soldiers!, e shall show them what stuff 'Hitler's
soldicrs! are made of M :
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PART IT'. -~ WEHRMACHT MORALE

I GENZRAL

The effects of the Russian drive on.the morale of German
troops fighting in the West has nct yet been reported. Interrogations
of Ps/' taken on the First and Third Army fronts during the first days
of the Russian offensive show the Germen sold iers to have been until
that date wholly ignorant of the extent and strategical implications of
the drives The few isolated reports of Ps/W who knew about the
offensive before th3sy were caphured provide no basis for generalisation,
but indicate some lines of reaction. Some of these Ps/W admitted that
the end was only a matter of wecks. Tt was "obvious" to one 30 year
0ld profcssional NCO, that Germany can now no longer hold off the
Russianse "7f the High Command pull back divisions from the Western
fron the Americans will bresk through"s A few ei¥remely pro-Nazi
soldiers however minimised the drive and believed that the Russian front
‘would be stabilized. Ps,;W already in an Allied enclosure who were
infomed of the Russian drive refused in the main to believe the facts
of the Russian successes as told to them by interrogatorse Those who
gave the news credence frecly admitted how desperate the situation was
and were deeply concerned about the fate of the German civilians in the
threatened arsas. PRubt many a Nazi still spoke valiantly and dogmat—
ically of the necessity fa continuing thefight to the very end.

Tn the meantime, the Cermans continue their systematic with-
drawal in the Ardennss sector. The Fif Combat Team operating on this
front reports on +the confusion caused in the enemy's lines due to
the steacdy retreat and tle unending pressure of artillery barragess
Exporicnced officess and NCO's complain after capture of the lack of
information about the tactical battle situatione - Some incidents of
companies being logt because higher headguarters 'lcft them without
orders arc being encountercd. Iosses continue to be high, and many of
the counter~thrusts wkich have beon ordered have resulted in the
destruction of ontire unitse loreover, - replacements arriving at this
frant are mainly airforce or infantry units containing a high percent-
age of Volksdeutsche who are insufficiently trained.

- Despite these difficulties, morale and disecipline of the troops
4n the line remains firm enough to make possible cffective withdrawalse
The feeling of cerfusion which some NCO's and officers report refleot
in large measurc only the immediate situation in which they find them-
selvess But such @nfusion is hardly typical for the German High
Command has again displayed its ability to retroat with succasse

Tn the absence of a general order to surrender, which secms
most unlikely, tre signs of final collapse, aside from physical des-—
truction, are Llikely to be found in an increasc in the number of token
resisters and deserters, the surrender of small groups undor the auth-
ority of an NCO, and a marked tendency just to return home un@er the
assumption that the war will be over any daye During thc period of the
German retrcat across France a~d of the push into the Aachen scctor
- this lattor wractice appcarcd to have developed to some cxtent,

. espocially among soldicrs whoso homes were overrun or directly threat—
ened by the Allied advances This pattern is 1likely to r peat itself
to an even greater extente. But judging by what hapooncd after thq
break—through in Normandy, German soldiers will not give up the fight
with any real rapidity, until a deep Allicd panctration has becn made
into their lines and encirclement is actual or threatenede

On the Ninth U.S. Army front, the lack of any widespread
military activity has left morale relatively unchanged.  Reports speak
of some attempts to exploit the news of the Saar offensive to counter—
act the effocts of the lack of a decisive break-through in the Ardenncse
No current rgorts havepsen received on PB/W‘taken on the Alsatian fronte
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IT ' OFFICER MORALE

For the first time since the beginning of the Rundstedt
offe.ansive, reports of bad leadership, in the form of inexpericnced
orficers, and even cases of cowardice are being cncountered with some
frequencye The typical story is that of officers wh 0, While exhort-
ing their men to fight to the last bullet s removed themselves to rear
at the first opportunity. Tt still appears nevertheless that tlese
stories of cowardly behaviour of officers deal with isolated cascs -
insufficient to indicate any serious misconduct by Junior officers or
even gencral dissatisfaction with their conduct on the part of the
Iandser.

Interrogators of many junior officers captured recently in tha
Ardemnes; indicate that among them the feeling that time is on the
side of Cermany, is still strong and clborately articulated. The
Rundstedt offensive is viewsd in that light. One captain, a rogular
Army officer of Prussian family, summarised his position in a fashion
typical of many other junior officerse. For him the offensive was a
complete successe Time works in the favor of Germany and he is
convinced that if only " the Allics do nof finish off Gernany too
quickly, the Germans will mass forces for bigger anc more powerful
counter-attacks. The present German govarment will fight it out to
the bitter end regardk ss of the conscguences. He criticised our
allegedly cautious tactics, and was surprised that we are not exploit~
ing the Present situation in the Ardennes to greater advantagec. The
Germans have wide exporicnce of retreats and defensive warfare and
tlorefore they can always recuperate in a short time unless one kacps
stepping on their hecls constantly. Then told of the rrescnt Russian
offensiwve, he conceded thot it might change tho situatione. But he stil
claimed that tho High Command hopes to re~ch a stalemate in the Woste
Their basic idea is that the American soldicr is tired of war, that he
doces not know what ho is fighting for, and that when public opinion in
the USA discovers that the war in Furope is costly in lives, it will
“demand peaces  Although many other junior officers may not have formu~-
lated so cloarly rcasons for continued rcsistance, it is obvious that
for tho majority of them there still scems to be real purpose in fight-
ing once  This, plus their soldierly +training ard honor.renders them
‘determined opponentse

ITTI CONTALCT WITH GERMAN CIVILIANS

German civilians who lived in the arecas occupied by the
Allies had opportwnitics te speak to German soldicrs during the carly
days of the Ardenncs counter-offensive as thoe troops pushed throughe.
The effects of thsse conversations scoms hardly to have strengthened
‘Nazi propaganda claims to German troops that life under Allied
occupation would be unbearabloe Thesc civilisns, according to German
soldiars who later bLecanme Ps/‘.’ff, spoke of the fair tre-itment they
had rcccived 2t the hands of Allicd military govermmohte Tn fact
some Ps/'7 spoke of actual oulgpoken rescntment towards the Gorman
troopse Wiarun sind Sic zurucckgokommen?"  (Vhy have you returncd?)
Much was made of the fact that merican troops. were not billeted in
 privatc homes while tho retuming Gorman soldicrs took this practice
“for granted. il

_ Tt is rcasonable that the hostility of the civilians was in
part gonerated simply by the fact that they werc once more in the
battle mne and that thoy again facad tho threat of gvacuatione But
for the German soldicr it was concrote evidence. of fair treatmont of

civiians by the anglo—imcricans. ' The influence of this sort of
propaganda was of coursc limited by the fact that only a very small
nunber of troops had the opportunity to come into contact directly
with German civilians in thesc arcas, but there is rcason to believe
that storics of thess conversations were circulated in the ranks of
the Wehrmachtbo ' 2o

IV 1OR.IE OF VOLKSDEUTSCHE

Tt has bocn'cloarljf shown that ever since Nomandy Volks—
deutschs with fow real German ties are most likely to be token
resistors or cven descrtcrse Host of them (ILists IIT and IV) were
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never received into the Vichrmacht with ahy degree of equali':y and for
then the prospect of a German victory does not seem indispensable to
thdr own personal existence.  Howaever, it would be wrong to assume
that all Volksdeutsch soldicrs are of this state of minda Many of
them have a sbtrong German heritage and have throuvgh five ;;;oars of
war oecome quite thoroughly assimilated into the Tehrmacht. They have
become completely professional soldiurs, For some of them a German
victory is an important goal. Tn the event of a German defcat, they
can nover roturn to Russia, the RBaltic states, Polend or whatever
country thoy came from., During the days of Nazi conquest they or
their families froquently shared In the spoils of aggression, and
in order for thom to rctain thesc or even to be assurcd of any
géonomic security, e German victory is ossontiale '

Others of thosc Cermans have beoome extremcly apathetic and
fatalistic, They have come to belicve that nothing they do can
affect their own personal futures Uprooting from their homes and
coercion into service, has destroyed any scnse of inimiative. 4s a
result they fight on with simple mechanieal motivation, and without
any clcar cut reasons for doing otherwise. Neverthelcss, the Volks—
deutsche in the Wehrmacht. as a class, continuc to constitute an
cxcellent propaganda wargeba

vV  PROPLCLNDA TO THE SOIDIER

wfforts to probe the state of mind of the Germen soldier
while actually in the fighting line predominantly indicato that con—
cern with personal safcty and porsonal comforts overshadow all other
considerations. 4s a result, the claims of propaganda and counter—
propaganda about prcblems which he cannot immediately visualise,
receive little attentione

Oonc forward obscrver statecs the casc in oxtrume fashion when
he declares that as far as the average Iandscr is concerncds

" noticed that the frontline soldicr docsn't give a darn
if his Tuchrer Hitlor speaks for six months or not or if
strong-man Himmler or somcbody else is sringing the whip
over hime. Ho docsn't carc if Ravenna has fallen or not,
and hc carcs loss about tho destruction of Germany'!s oil
production since ho doesn't sce the conncection betwean
this fact and his lack of foodse. of coursc he curscs the
German artillery for falling short and for not firing as
many rounds as ours, but has no idea about thc causcs Ho
nisscs tre Inftwaffe, makes jokes about Gocring, but he is
happy- again if he scus two German plancs in the sky, al-
though he has no idea about the owverall picturc and carcs
cven lesse Tf he thinks the war is lost, ho docsn't stop
to worry while he is in his foxhole about what is going
to happen - to Cermany, or who is going to Dbc his boss
as long as thc war is over for him and he can work again'.

On the other hand, thore is reason to belisve that when the
soldicr is in roserve, away from the imrediate danger of the battle,
in posscssion of time for relexation and conscquently, for think-
ing, he becores more susceptibly to propaganda. There is time to
roconsider the oxperiences of the battk md cven o spceculate on the
ultirate outcome of the wars likewisc thore is time to hear once
again, the basic argunmts of Nazi propagancée

Nazi policy in their propaganda to German troops continues
to avoid an answor to Allied factual statemenmts of the failure of
the cownter—of fensive in the Tost. Instoad, new leaflets to the
Tohrmacht stress the (alleged) conbrast between the Jmorican soldicr
who 1is a mercenary and the German soldicr who fights for exis-
tences They arc designed to counter-act f selings that the American
gsoldiar is a fair soldiery dinstead he is portrayed as anindiscrimi-
natec rmurderer who uscs air power to kill mothers, wives and
childrens fnothar concern of Nazi propaganda is an explanation of
the nocd for a "Peoples! Sacrifice!" in the collcction of old
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¢lothese Soldicrs arc urged to write home and have Party unﬁ.‘prms .
dancing frocks, hunting jackets, mowntainecring jackets and the like
tumed ine 4 Front mod Heimat rcleaso takes the opportunity to ex—
plain that the clcothes situation in the Tebrmacht is satisfactory and
on ‘tho whols the sama is trvc for the civilian populatione But the
influx of fereigr workers in raga;, all who need good work clothes, and
the receruitment of women for factories caused tle difficyltys Adr
raids als o affacted stockse . No  doubt special appeals to the soldiers
in this canpaign woere designed to help in making the drive a succosss
But - ths romoval of buc romaining  stocks of civilian clothes uay be
incidentaTy 2 sccurd by ncasure tc prevent would be deserters from obtain-
ing civilian cLobhas. Noedless,to say, the Nazis have not given this
as a reasole -

///// /%(4%
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