SUPREME HBADUARTERS
LLLIED EXPEDITION&RY FORCE
Psychological Viarfare Division

PART I -~ GERUAN HOME FRONT

A. OCCUPIED AREAS

"The Pleasures of Publishing"

Some foretaste of the problens which are likely to be encountered
in the control of German Information Scrvices is given by the rich daily
reports from members of the first P.,7.U. Press Control Tean now operating
in AACHEN. The Azchener Nachrichten, the first newspaper produced in
Gerreny by Germans working uncer Allied policy control, was born three
weeks ago and has appeared each week since then. Experience during the
past two weeks indicates, as had been expected, that the labor pains
which preceeded delivery were scarcely more complicated than the painful
problems of young parenthood,

In AACHEN the initial problem of physical plent and meterizls was
solved comparatively easily because the building of the Politische Tazeblatt
was found fairly intact, its presses ready to function znd a good supply
of newsprint and paper on hand., Thesc were requisitioned. Rather more
complicated was the probleim of finding suitable German personnel, a task
which is particularly difficult in view of the fact that most pcople
connected with publishing or other "eultural" activities are members of
the Nazi Party eithcr by compulsion or by accident. It devolves upon
Press Control officers, in consultation with C.I.C. and G-5 officers, to
distinguish the sheep from the goats and then to find capesble newspaper
men among those who are politically acceptable., Comaunications is &
burning problem for a newspaper like the Nachrichten, which depends upon
a news file from rear areas in order to get adeguate covers of world
events. These problems, with the inevitable daily crises that meke a
newspaperman's life pleasurable, had been fairly well planned for in
advance.

Other difficulties arose out of the local situation. To cite but
one illustration : the post—inaster of ALCHEN seems to be & man who keeps
his eye on the main chance, He calculated that the Nachrichten, at
20 pfennigs, with a circulstion of some 21,000 already in prospect, could
be a very good thing., He therefore requested that he be allowed to take
over distribution of the paper for the whole AALCHEN area, including
outlying towns. The manager of the paper, harasscd with important
editorial and production problems, was glad to be rid of this worry over
circulation, for it is necessary to secure circulation permits, local
distributing agents, and equitable arrangements for distribution in the
poorer cormunities, Before he agreed, however, he consulted with the
Press Control officer who, more sensitive to the implications of things,
immediately pointed out that post-masters in the smaller communities around
ALCHEN were likely to take a poor view of the monopoly set up in
conneetion with the first German ncwspaper. The manager of Nachrichten
was; therefore, still worrying about how to get his paper distributed -
at least in the outlying comnunities.

llany other practical difficulties besct the staff, Electric power
goes off and on, and with each disappearance of the current the netal
cools off and there is a tedious delay in the type-setting process. The
feeding and bringing to work of thc local cmployces also presents
difficulties, since, according to local curfew recguletions, Gerian
civilians are allowed on the streets only betwcen 0700 and 0800 and 1700
and 1800 hours, even when provided with special passes as "essential workerst,
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Even the post-naster, who is taking charge of the sales in the e1C - O
AACHEN and has already set up a kiosk opposite the 1,G. adainistration
building froi which he calls out at opportinc mements "Kauft die
hachener Nachrichtenin is himself unable to circulate through the town
except at the stated times., Often the only solution for cistribution

is the hectic use of the office Jjeep whenever it happens to be awvailable.
News—gathering is also & head-ache, if Geruzn reporters are used, since
in many areas they cannot move about except when escorted by ilPs.

But all thesc diffieulties were almost forgotten when the First
issue wos welcomed enthusiastically by the populetion: The population
of the AACHEN aree was happy to have a Gerian-language newspaper which
brings not only war news but also local news and i..G. announcements.

The matter of dissemination of 1i.G. proclemations through this channel
has been welcomed by 14.,G. officials, who see in thu peper a solution to
their dissemination difficulties aggravated by lack of current for radio
reception, People who were questioned systematically cbout their
reactions to the paper were all favorable to the format, which follows
the imerican style of make-up and headlines. Many said they missed the

' daily German communique, which had appeared in the Kitbteilungen, and which

they had become used to reading, as one of them put iv "as something like
a comic strip"., Frequently the comment was heard that this was the

first paper in years which they could really trust and that, for the
first time, they were actually reading every article,

: From a detailed report of the reaction of the population of
nearby STOLEERG to the publication of the Aachener Nachrichten, it is

" apparent that the paper was a complete success, All 3,500 for STOLBERG

were sold out soon and the generzl impression was that more could have
been sold had they been availcble., (4 SHAEF directive limits
distribution to one paper for every five innabitants, which is the
prevailing quota for liberated territories. ) The fact that this peper,
in contrast to the Allied paper !Htteilunzen, wes published by Gersans,
though under Allied control, did not seen to impress this news-starved
comaunity very much. The main complaint of the loecal citizéns was that
the first issue did not carry any story about STULEERG, the biggest town
next to AACHEN, Several suggestions were made in regard vo editorials
and short fiction stories. People were very much intercsted in the
exchange of ideas with neighboring towns about reconstruction, since the
circulation restrictions hamper their moveient,

The mayor took particular notice of two stories from AACHEN.
MOT RO =

One mentioned the curfew in AACHEN which is at 1800. In STOLRERG it is

 still at 17C0. The .aayor brought this story to the attention of the GO

&
with the:intention of inducing him to meke the same change in STOLBERG.
Other people just built their hopes for the fubture on this story, The
other news item to which a similer reaction was observed wes = forecast
of the distribution of cercal, mermslade, starch and sugar in AACHIN,
The food situation in STOLBERG is quite a sore point since the town is an
industriel town which used to receive its food supply from the neish-
boring regions. The war and eirculation restrictions have curtailed the
food supply considersbly. Thercfore the news of such "delicaecics! being
distributed in AACHEN were noted by the population with interest. The
mayor zgein used the story as a lever to get more freedom of movenent,
and also admitted that the story gave him more hopes for the future,
Even though the people seem not to consider the iechener Necarichten as an
enbirely German paper, yet it is probeble that this attitude will change
as soon as stories sent in by them begin to appcar in the peper. The

‘mayor has already sent some stories to the editor.

2 spape
sheet wall newspaper which they posted in the window o

To supplement the fledgling newspaper the steff put out a single
y pos £ the
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along with current news photos. As this displey attracted considerable
attention 100 copies were printed, 15 of which were turned over o i,G.
for their own use, the rest distributed throughout the town. An
unforeseen difficulty developed even in this activity, however, when
1L.G. pointed out that wall newspapers encouraged crowds to develop and
that it was not desirablc to have people loitering on the streets during
their brief non—curfew periods.

An interesting question of policy came up with respect to the
publishing of dismissals of Nazis from office at the behest of the Allied
authorities, At first 1L.G. tended to think publication of such items
would "call their hand" and make subsequent dismissals more difficult to
execute, but later reversed their opinion since it becane obvious thet
news of dismissals spread rapidly through all official circles anyway
and that non—officizl circles — in other words, the public -were very
much impressed by news of this sort, which increased their confidence in
the paper. ‘

Hitler!s Children

With no schools, no organized youth activities and almost
perpetual curfew, children in occupled Germany today lead a dull but
expectant life. In some communities the Church has organized daily
classes, under nuns or the priest himself., For l4-year—olds there are
community work projects, but the younger children are left largely to
themselves, without any guidance but what their parents or their religious
instructors may happen to give thei,

For the moaent they are glad to be free from the burden of
HJ-Dienst with its many petty annoyances, its perpetual boring rant on

lleltanschayungz, the threatening ways of its petty tyrants, its interference

with good instruction at school, with Church attendance, and with just
plain fun, One little girl told of her li-year—old brother who had spent
2 weeks in jail on bread and water for disobeying his Hitler Youth
Leader : ",.. and was he skinny when he came out !". Another boy of 14
kept trying to meet up with G.I's so he could lcarn more English.

Thus far children do not constitiute a "problem" in the li.G. sense.
They keep out of the way and seem only too eager to be friendly. They are
obviously full of "great expectations", They want more freedom, more
fun, more chance to learn, and better and more things to eat. They want
leaders and teachers they can trust and respect. They probably have a
lot of disappointments ahead, but if reasonable guidance and adequate
outlets for their interests and cnergies are not provided they will
probably gencrate plenty of "problems" for .G, and everyone else
concerned,

Ythat To Do with German Youth ?

Su.estions for de-Nazifying German Youth have bcen received from
an unusual source — a fanatical 18-year—old HJ leader conviected of
espionage by an 4llied iilitary Court, and sentenced to death (later
corruted to life imprisonment). A ;raduate of the stream~lined HJ
Leadership School (akademic fuer Jugendfuehrung) at BRaUNSCHLIG, he has
nevertheless put forth the following suggestions for (a) controlling
Gerizan youth during the combat period and (b) reorienting thein toward
the democratic new world in the long period thercefter.

(2) Combat Period: He feels that the best way to avoid trouble
is some system whereby all the youths of an area are
placed into a unit or camp where thelr activities can be
closely supervised. The boys assembled in such a camp
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could be used efficiently to perform labor necessary
for the welfare of their respective commmunities. A
certain part of the time should be devoted to re—&ducation,
a study of history as it rcally was, and somcthing to
counteract the lifetime of Nazl propaganda. He does not
belicve that there would be eny resentment on the part of
parents or youths, if these camps were run in & nenner not
indicating them as penal institubtions. Here, too, leader-
ship of high caliber would be most important, as without
efficiency and competent leadership, tue confidence and
cooperation. of the Gerian youth cannot be won. One point
about this type of camp is thst they should be in the general
vicinity of the youth's homes, wherever possible, and also
that they should not be continued any longer than is
absolutely necessary, He fecls that offenders against any
of our regulations should be interned for th: duretion,
but that in the case of ‘thsse youths, soue program of
re—education should be carried on during this internament
o period,

(b) Reconstruction Period:s Subject belicvss that the problem
of Germen youth under 4Allied occupation will be very acute.
Their existence under a constant stream of orders, rules and
regulations has caused thei tc lose the ability for
independent thought and action, The sudden relaxation of a
very strict discipline and the total lack of leadership
that follows the dissolving of the HJ is bouhd to upset
most youths and cause a major problem. Over a period of
years they have been scientifically alienated from the
influences of Church and Home, and this gap cannot be
breached overnight. The German youth will be looking for
leadership and guidance, and it is most vital that they
come under the rizht influences, Tacir old 1ndcctr1nited
HJ leaders are the best trained leaders available, and
therefore it is very likely thet they will once more follow
them. This® tendency back to huzluh-muut be prevented,
either by eliminating these former leaders, or by re-
educating them, so that they mey exert tUCAr powers of
leadership to further our democratic aiis, A strong effort
should be made to once more return the youth to the spheres
- of Houe and Church,

Just where the sponsorship and the administration for these schenes is
to come from are problems our life-termer does not discuss, after all
they are .ore our problems than his.

Limited "Scorched Earth! Policy

Tue Nozi policy in regard to "scorched earth' measures (iRLZ
mabonuhman) has been treated elready in a previous Swaiery*. s partial
illustration of the workings of this policy 1s given now in a report
about coal-mines in the UEBACH-PALENBERG area.® Since it will appear
from this report that the amount ¢of destruction was not very great, it
might be well to point out that the mines in guestion were captured guite
early by the Allied irmies and it is possible that no set policy has been
adopted by the Nazi government at that time, - No conclusion should be

3

drawn from this about the amount of homuole destruction we ney yet.
encounter in newly occupied territory

;
i

The absence of the three highest officials
d a

vh ne
unlikely that all the facts about what happéned at the Carolus iagnus

#* See P./D lleekly Intelligence Suwmwery # 17.
**From PW, Ninth US Army.
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mine (the biggest mine in this area) are brouWht out in this report, Lost
of the information comes from Poovc~Grounc Manager SCHMIDT. He js not

believed to have told the whole truth. TVher questioncd by CIC he
persistently refused to admit membership in thw LL i Party, even though
he was positively identified as a member by many informants,

what Happened at the Carolus Magnus ifine: Six weeks before the
Americans occupied the area the mine directors of the AiCHEN area met in
conference., They agreed among themselves that the mines should be
maintaingd under 2ll circumstances, that sabotage would permanently ruin
their enterprises, and that they theuselves should stay on the job. At
first the official policy agreed to this.

“7ith the help of the government a certain nuaber of employees were

obligated to remesin under all circumstances. These iien were put on

emergency service duty (Notdienstverpflichtung), This group numbered at
first 300, but was later cut down to 50 because of daiage caused to the
mine through Americen bombing. It might be well to note here that all
foreign workers had been evacuated earlicr as a sccurity measure. The
Landrat (Kreis police authority) issued orders vo this cmergency
meintenance crew to remain at their place of work under eall circumstances,
and also maikes it quite clear that the workers are under martial law.
It is doubtful that the Landrat himself could authorize such a policy,
and the names of higher authorities heve been mentioned in this connection.
It has not been possible to ascertain this higher authority but it seems

probabls that it was the Reichs Defence Comnilssioner (Reichsverteidigungs—
kommissar) of the district vho was designated as the central authority for
ARLZ measures in regard to civilian interests. These orders also seeied
to confliet with orders received by the Party leaders who were supposed

to evacuate everybody. The Party scems to have been given a list of those
men on emergency service but, ncvertheless, tried to evacuate some of

then at the very last moment. The highest official of the mine,

Bergrat SCHERER, removed some of his own properity, also importent records,
around the middle of September., He returned, but left again a week

before the Aumericans came. It is believed that he went to COLXC to

talk with the Gau Econoric Counscllor. He returned with instructions to
act as special commzissioncr for the mines in the area and sce to their
continucd maintenance. He also brought back orders for the hipgh officials
to leave., Nevertheless, the officials of all mines except the Carolus
Magnus mine, remained, The day before the american occeupation, SCHERER
came to the Carolus Magnus mine and left with the biggest part of the
treasury.

The Party made several attempis at sabotaging the mine, but all
werec more or less unsuccessful., Dynauite was placed in the mine but the
wires were soon cut by employces. Another time Party men' caze end
demanded the keys to the store-room from SCHIIDT., He surrendered them
"at the point of a gun" according to his own stateuent. The Party men
took away stocks of food, textiles, clothes, shoes, and oil, Two dump
trucks were pushed down into the nine shaft by an Sa nan, but this did
not result in much damage,. Rarly in September an order came that all
vital parts were to be shipped to ESSEN. Thereupon, the mine officials,
under the lcadership of vuuutﬁﬂ, rcroved sone bearings, conveyor—belts
and air compressors from some rachines but left then in others., On
orders from SCHERER, the pgft were hidden in a well shaft on the mine
property. The next day a Party delegation came to inspect the work and
left satisfied, It is clear that this c¢isobedience to Party orders on
the part of the mine officials did not stem froa anti-Nazi feelings but
purely from economic self-interest. Officials at the othzr mines secied
to have been lcft behind with instructions to meintein the mine but not
to produce coal for the Amcricans. It is probeble that no such policy

xisted at the time of tiie occupation of the Carolus iiagnus mine, which
was occupicd from two to- four weeks earlier than the otuur mines in the

region,
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b, Z££: was pointed out in the beginning, this incident should not be

| consid ¥ typical of what we can expect in the \future, Indeed, Some

/ reports already show a greater amount of destruction., For instance, in
COSLAR, the Nazis blew up a paper factory hefore they left., Nevertheless,

| it seems likely that the greatest resistance to ARLZ measures will come

| from the industrialists themselves who place theireconomic self-intcrest

before their ggguastioning allsgiance to the Third Reich - or, indeed,

to anyone elsi;j>

B. ENEIY ARELS

"Das linke Rheinufer wird nicht mehr versorgt, die geben uns
wahrscheinlich schon verloren" (Nobody cares about the lcft bank of the
Rhine any more; they seem to be giving us up for lost already). Such
was the complaint, perhaps a little hysterical, of a women writing from
the MAINZ neighborhood' last (ctober, and the subsequent months can only
have served to maks conditions more difficult ip the avea which First and
Third iray troops are now entering., Until recertly it probably had a
larger population than in peacetise, for none cof the tcwns in it are
large and it had served as a reception area for evasuces from COLOGNE and
other cities., liorcover, all the usual reasons against evacuation have
been reported as operating, including the catastrophic transport
situation which necessitated a ban on the removal of furniture and in
one case resulted in cattle, collccted togetier for transfer further
inland, being left stranded at the local railway station for a weck,
Evacuation has not yet beccomc compulsory everywhere, though the recent
capture of policemcn with strong Nazi sympathies who reported their
mission as being to keep a "Red Zone" 15 km. behind the battle--line clear
of civilians suggests that the official intention ey be to apply
coercion as the fighting spproaches. there compulsion has slready been
reported, there appears to have been the usual resistance,

In any event, it is unlikely that meny civiliasns will be found
in the area, unless our advance is rapid. For one thing, entrance into
it, at any rate in the north, has been controlled, as has usc of the
Rhine bridges, although reports of evacuces drifting back as soon as
they found that their homes were not immedistely threatened, suggest
that the control was imperfect. But living conditions will have been
most uncomfortable. Railways have besen out of operation for civilian -~
and latterly for military — purposes while for road transport civilians
will have had to depend on such lifts as they could pick up from the
Army. Partly in conscquence, the rationing system scems to have cot
into difficulties while in some towins women and children have cnly been
‘fed by cmergency kitchens set up in the streets, Tlsewhere (e.g. at
SCHLEIDEN and ZUELPICH) destruction by shelling and bombing has been such
as to drive away alinost all the inhabitants, so that a p/lits estimcte that
in the area between SCHLEIDEN and BOLN only 5 to 20% of the population
(about 900,000 in 1939) remained is probably only a slight underestimate.
Most of those renmsining will be found in debached farm-houses where
control is nore difficult, food conditions easier and denger froi enexy
action less. The cattle heve in some cases been taken away, in others
slaughtered and in others again successfully kept bchind. Ung report
states thet in the GLUEND ..rea Land-polizei have bcen brought in to
prevent pillaging by retreating troops; the danger is knovin to be & real
one and fear of it a strong deterrent to evacuation so that it will
be interesting to discover whether the innovation has any success,

aceording to official policy, the evacuces should not have
included men between 65 and 16, since these should have reizained to
provide the local Volkssturm., But a nuiber of official remonstrences
and a report of a Volkssturn treining carmp at BiD GUDESBERG for all
eligible persons arriving in the area from further west suggest thap a
nuiber of those concernsd got avay before they could be caught and have

-
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had to be rounded up afterwards. Other reports say that, thanks to
shortage of fuel and raw materials, not to inention Allied attacks, work
is repidly falling off in factoriecs round BOIN «nd COLOGNE and %hat the
workers thus left unemployed arec being taken into the Volikssturm instead,

The population of COLOGIE remains e matter of guesswork but a
figure of between one and two hundred thousand scems reasonzble. (liost
P/ estimates are lower but expericnce shows that Ps/i always tend to
underestimste in such cases)., Reports of friction in the city between
civilians and Party members continue. BOLN, which had hitherto been a
reception area, has emptied even more rapidly then COLOGNE and it is
likely that here also all prrconu not asctively engaged in war work have
been forccd to evacuate by the threat to withhold their ration cards;
the population is probebly somewhere around 50,000 as against 102,000
last September. The town contains a number of foreizn worlkers whom it
is hard, according to & P/il, to distinguish from the rest of the
population, A number of reports have dilated on the destruction at
COBLENCE, the most picturesque of which described how "a tin suucepan
was more valuable than Rosenthal china and a cheap pocket knife then a
valuable bronze ornament!, Liost of the population (92,050 in 1942) have
left, while a good proportion of the remeinder spend their nights
outside the tovn. TRIER is described as empty of everyone except those
on essential Jobs, though on the other hand ucverg hundred worien are
said to have demonstrated against the war early in December and have
been broken up by the 5.S. The town is under constant shell~fire, while
the doubtful distinction has been claimed for the railway station of
being the worst scene of destruction in iestern Gcruqnj. 411 these
places are without water, gas or electricity and transport conditions
make it highly unlikely that there is much coal anywhere in the area
except in the immediate neighborhood of pits.

There is a striking absence of information about- KREFELD &nd
MUNCHEN-GLADBACH except for a P/i story of riots in the latter town zfter
the air raid of December 20, leading to widespread arrests. The story
acds that "Allied leaflets spread in large nuwbers anong the population
had a substantial influence in this connsctkon”.

Clothing

The "Peoples' Sacrifice" collection of clothing, which has
already been extended once, will now be continued till the end of the
month. A4 home service broadecast on the subject adnitted that "le have
received much but not such overwhelming sacrifices as might be expected".
It further expla'n‘d that the most noticeablc gap was in old textiles and
‘rags; "a surprisingly zreat quantity of old clothing, shoes, boots,
weapons and other eguipment has been collected", This is in keeping
with previous announcerents which evoked the surmise that a number of
people had taken the opportunity to get rid of their Party
accoutrernents; another (private) report alleges that numbers of SS
and SA uniforms loaded with stones have recently been washcd against
the Rhine weir at MANNHEIM, The official explanation of the lack of
rags is that peopTe thought they only need give things involving a real
sacrifice; a possible alternative is, however, tha t in Germany todqy
even rags are being pressed into everyday service.

Foreign TJorkers and Public Safety

On Janusry 28, the Nabional Zeitung of ESSEN =nnounced that a
few days earlier the Deputy Ortsgruppenleiter of ALTEN ESSEN had been
killed by foreign burglars whoi he and two other Party rienbers found
robbing food stores, The paper went on to prophesy that "thefts and
burglaries by foreign workers and escaped prisoncrs would increase and
might become a grave threat to sescurity ana uupo*; unless "all forces
were concantrated to eliminate this tPouble racically". DBesides
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suggesting a nighly patrol service, it urged that leaders of workers

camps must be made to &eep a proper check on the movements of inmates

and maintain liaison with employers so as to prevent loitering between
camp and factory. Thv incident bears out presvious evidence as to the
tendency of foreign workers to grow belasr and as to the alarm felt by the
Geriman people ab the danger this prssentecd. Two other sentences for
burglary after air raids heve been ann wunced this week, the first of

2 men  at DORTIIUND, the other of a 20-yeac-old Csrman girl at MUNICH,

To sowme extent the publicity givern to whese sentences nay be intended as
a, preventive, but equally there is uniishalkzble evidence that disobedience
of this type is on the increase, and that the authorities are acutely
nervous in view of the strain on their ccercive resources,

Dr Ley's Pagser Closes Down

Tne aswspaper Der A
1933 the noutaylbce of GOE:

ineriff (”Aﬁt&ck") ims ceased }1 cation. Until
”Jrly bsen the organ
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Government Evacuation

Reports of the evacuation of Government officials and archives
from BERLIN «r¢ lejion; DRESDEN, LEIPZIG, NURELBURG ena MUNICH have all
been naaed as destinations, and none are improbable, though any ministries
which have gone to the first must now be feeling much as did the French
oifficials who reached TOURS in June 1940. It would be highly surprising
if evacuation had not been carried out, particularly in view of a sccret
order recently captured which emphasizes the responsibility of local
officials in territory about to be occupied for seeing that all archives,
and particularly personality files, are removed Lo a place of safety.
(N.B. Nothing is said ebout destroying bhem). But it is likely that any
move now made will be right to the south, close to the area.in the
Bavarian and T rolese mounteins reportedly marked out as the last
stronghold of National Socialism. (In this context, however, there is
interest in a press report that stroag Volkssturi requorucrﬂnts have
been sent to the Baltic islend of BORNHCLII, testing-ground of tnu
flying-bomb and another OOoS“Dle wltimate refuge).

liorale in BERLIN

In what would appear to be an unusually objective despatch, the
correspondent of the Swiss peper Der Bund wrote from EERLIN on February
bt '

"Pcople do not weep like hysterics nor cursc like the very
cxcited They cerry on with their work; in almost silent
i they wait for hours for their trains, without asking

any noise, without any abuse. ALs nenbers of the Xolxsaturm
they work after business hours on the many large fortifications,
hardly saying a word. At hone, too, they only talk very
little azbout thc things which move and excite them. But

in their eyes you can read all the anxisty, ell the questions
and their fear of what may heppen if i1l fate so dscrecs,

and often also the tired, doubting feeling as to what is.

left to promise a way out ... Today the Geruens know how

riticzl the position is and that 1t ey becane yot iore S0,
They would like to get some good news +or a change, not to
make them shout with dcli;ht and to think that their triesls
arc past, but just to get a breather, It wears you down if
you have to take it day in, day outb.
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A1l this makes propagenda awkward, and mekes it difficult

and often impossible to hold out hope of better days to come,
Recently the BBC said that home propaganda had failed *®
completely in the face of the overwheliming force of events,
GOEEBELS had lost the confidence of the broad masses. In

my view, that opinion does not hit cn the essential point.
Certainly, the general mood — I have just descripbed it myself -
is as grey as the days of this winter with so little sun,

and there is no longer any rezal “crfiopucb, exuding strength,

in further developments. But that is a very natural conseguence
of years of suffering. %ho would expect a peoplec which has
passed through such severe tribulavions and which 1s facing

new sufferings of wer and greve personal blows, to be anynﬂlng
but: very grave ¥ Broj nda would be ill-acdvised not to admit,
for its part, the full extent of he preszsnt great trial.
Propaganda can Qfoir all not prevent the suffeirings and misery
of the millions of 7 ] b{C] from being evident,

It cannot prevent tne ma Lons, o“rscwal, occupational,
and material, from having their effect on peopleis minds and
bodies, But it is pn nds to maintain the morale

which is needed to wther to prevent z moral
collapse and & psychological catastrophe sltogether, or abt
least as long as possible. & Lﬂ who have spent the past few

months with their onslaught of LOu-l trials in Germany do
not speak of a failure of prop: a but rather of success.
For the fact that the Russian breaﬁJnroaﬁh, together with the
terrible blows of the air war and the millions of refugees
from the Fast on their trek of misery have not simply thrown
the people off their psyc.ological balance 1s something like
‘a. phenomenon."

Ger.;an Progajanda llethods

A certain resemblance can be discerned between Germen strategy in
the propaganda and in the militery field, for both have sougnt to yicld at
first to the attack in the hope of meeting it when it has begun to.cpend
its force. As a HAMBURG paper stated on Februasry 8 :

"The East army leadership wanted at a2ll costs to avoid rcpeating
the French leadership's mistake in 1940 when the plan of new
resistance on the AISNE was smoshed by the Gerian breckbhrough.
The Germen lcadership wanted to avoid having newly-arrived
reserves overrun by the enciay's iupetus. Tuc conscguences

abandoning ground which wes cert&inly not decided on
voluntcr;J} were certainly great.'

Neither the courage nor the resources of the eneny are underestimated nor

is the rrav:Lt;y of . the position disregarded. LITTLAR on February 13 praised
Sovict strategzic skill and fighting Gqultlco. nI§ as true, said the
Political Review on February 12 "that we have no UR.LS to retire to". But
thesc admissions are only made in order to obtain a hecaring for

reassurances end appeals. The article already guoted ended by claiming that
the fruits of thc strategy were already becoudng visible, while DITTiLR
said that :

"Tne superiority of the German soldier is menifest wherever

the difference in the weight of material is not too £roSs ..
An. Lriy waich after a uuratbﬁ;c set-back on the scale of tae
Vistula bend marshals the strength to resist for weeks has not
recached the end of its fioralc,"

Military reporting has been deliberately deceptive — for cxaiple an article
in the Voclkischer Bsovachter on Fobruazry 14 which described the susslan
situation as "unfavoraole" because of their "threatened" flaniks anc the two
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"bastions" in their rear provided by the Gerwan armies in Hungary an@
Kurland., Ou Fubruary 12 Dr GOEBBELS is said to have spoken to the
people of BERLIN over the Drahtfuni (a form of wired comrmunication which
scens to be increasingly used) and declared that the city was being
prepared for defence and would be defended, (Reworts from neutral
correspondents suggest that the chief difficulty is likely to be food,
since supplies on hand are unlikely to last for more than about 3 weeks).
Those who show impatience with the Hi,h Counend for failure to stage the
promised counter-blow (which DITTEHsR notably played down) are told that
"Tne Fuchrer himself is working out plans®., 3But these reassurances again
are used as text to serimons on the virtues of calm,

il the Fuehrer

"Even the most brilliant plan would not avai
through resolutely oo
|

without a nation behind bhim to cavry
Only he who pives himself up as lost

$-1n 12

R
i

Wilien one believes everything is lost one must look at the
example of the enemy, as the En_lish in 31940 and *he Russians
in 1941 who show what iron will and pcolitical passion can

(Political Review, Febp. 12)

"Tue type of man who is excited, nervous, rumor-spreading and
frightened is Jjust what the ene;w"manus at present."
(Voelkischer Beobachter, Fou. 7).

It is, however, interesting that the Propcganda Ministry finds it possible
to mix such appeals for cala (which :wust in part reflect lack of calm
among the public) with warnings of the awful consequences of defeab,
Whereas at the beginning of the Russicn offensive, the theme of Bolshevik
atrocities was noticeably absent, it has now reappeared in strength, the
previous silence being excused on the ground that hitherto there had been
some refugees who had not yet succeeded in escaping from the Russians.,

One article denounced explicitly those Geri.ans who do not accept the
assertion that "the Soviets are rot human beings", thus suggesting a
possible reason for the change of policy.

GOEBBELS' Dus Rcich article last week, entitled "i People on the
.Dofensive" once again represented Germany as standing alone for the
interests of Eurcope against an onslaught froiw the East aimed at the whole
continent.

"The disaster which would happen to Europe if the German nation
fell a prey to Bolshevism as weakly and spinelessly as, let

us say, the Bulgarians, the Rowasnians and the Finns, is hard
to imagine ... (Gernany) is Europe's salvation today and

will be its pride tomorrow."

In this context a propaganda barrage has been released ageinst the YaLTA
communique, described by Schwarz van Berk as "a milestone newn from
STALIN's quarry". It was zpparently thought too risky to allow the German
people to read the actual text, and a highly distorted picture was
substituted to the effect that Germany was to be split up into separate
republics, German industry was to be completely eradicated, the German
population was to be reduced by 40 to 50 million and courts were to be set
up for the "mass—execution" of German men and women. The fear of the
Propaganda ulnlstrj?thdt the Conference night produce an appvul to the
Gernan people — an appeal which great pains had been teken to discount in
advance -~ and 1t has been uu5uesteo that the only reason for its non-
appearance has been the need for further discussions bcfore the taree
statesmen could zgree on a common text,
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Abroad, German covert propzganda has suddenly made a much stronger
attempt to sow inter-illied discord, including & bogus BBC transmission
to Russian troops, reports of an agreement between PLgIJJM”ur and the
Jestern Powers and stories of US front-line propaganda exhorting German
soldiers to fight in the East rather than the Uest,

The Shape of Lies to Come

The immediate purpose of exploiting the Bolshevik bogey thene,
both in stiffening resistancc at home and weakening British and American
determination, is obvious. But the policy also has a longer—term interest
in that it is cleariy building up a world pichbure suited to act as the
foundation for that justification of Nezi policy which will forn the
propaganda part of clandestine resistance after occupalicn. All the ills
from which Germany - and indeed Europe — then suffe : attribute
to Allied blindness in refusing to nmake neace before the Russians had
reached the center of Europe. "The bourgecis worlid', saild Dr GOEBEELS
last week, "simply will not see reason'. The war ‘111 be pictured as the

result, not of Nazi aggression, but of foreign envy at German social
achievenent,

nilready at the outbreak of war it becams clear that the rise
in our social consciousness was one ci the causes of hatred
against our people. The Crimea communigue shows that we shall
be compelled to revoke all the laws and decrees passed since
1933 and to liquidate all orgenizations set up since that

date ... All our achievements in the field of social policy
since 1933 are to disappear. The foundations of our social
charter and the German Labor Law are to disappear ... Social
reforms such as the Nationel Socizlist pension scheme for the
aged are to be dropped ... "lother and Child" and other ;
socisl organizations are to be disbanded." (INB Home Service,
Febo 15) .

If, as is not improbable, the war is followed in Europe by temporary
economic dislocation, the claim will no doubt be made by the German under-
ground that such dislocation can only be avoided if there is a single strong
coordinating power such as was provided in the Germen "New Orcer'". Thus

the Allies will be accused not onlv of wrecking, in their jealousy, German
internal social prosperity, but also of frustrating the German mission to
assure civilization and prosperity to the rest of the Continent. DIvents
will thus continue to be twisted so as to suzgest thaet Germany lost the

var, not because she was in the wrong, bubt because other nations were
short—-sighted.,







PART I1 - WEHRMACHT IORsLE

I. Officer Morale.

Specific material cn offiser merale is not received
regularly in sufficient volume to warrant reporiing. The follow-
ing is a summary of the irterrogstions of 80 officers of com-
pany grade captured during the last 2ive weeks,

a) Battle Behaviour

/50

Despite growing dcubts as the strategical advantage
of continued résistance, the overwhelm: ‘
Junior officers carry out their or
with professional skill and agress!
sltuation, however, often resuit in or
than in a last ditch suioide stand. I ni
responsibility for having caused useless | ed this stage
in the war appears to weigh hsaviliy; s the desire of
self-preseryation is evident. Isclated incidsuis of officers
allowing themselves to be captured when escape was still possible
are reported. Even borderline cases cf officer desertion have
been recently encountered.

er rather
he fear of

ks

A detailed examination of thé battle record and mo-
tivation to surrender of 30 officer Ps/W captured in January
yielded the following conclusions:

17 of the officers scem to have attempted determined
resistance an d surrenderecd only wien cut off or
actually overwhelmed.

3 professed to have given up the fight in order
to save wounded soldiers or because they fel®: that
they could not teke the resporsitility for further
fighting in the unfavourable tactical situation.

4 claimed that the local military situation had
become so confused that they felbh that further
resistance had no point and saving ones lifc was
Justified. :

2 were potential desertcrs because of ideological
rcasons.

4 o*hers 4id not reveal accurately cnough their
story of capture so as to indicate the manner
in which they resisted.

In viewing these findings it should be rcmembered
that any sample of officer Ps/W will not include adcquate repre-
sentation of those fanatical resisters, most of whom are killed
rather than captured,

b) Outcome of the war.

Faith in ultimate victory among officer Ps/W is
currently at the lowest point yct encountsred, .mong onc group of
43 officer Ps/W, 15 thought defeot was certain vhile another 10
were doubtful; 18 felt that viciory was still possible or that
further resistance would result in o stalsmate favoursble to
Germany. A consolidated report of arother 30 officers captured
between 30 January and 4 February prepared by PVWD SHAEF inter-
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rogators yields similar findings. The defeatism is cven dcepér
for to many of those " who believe in victory" that reprecsgnts

a wish rather than a prophscy, becausc the loss of the war would
be too difficult to bear., The belief in a compromlsu peace

seems to draw its strength partly from the belief in an incvitable
clash between Russian and the Anglo-bnorlcan forces and partly
because (as in the case of belief in victory) somc faint hope
must somchow be maintaincd to give a semblance of meaning to their
personal existence. As in thc case of cenlisted men professed
belief in some measure of victory is closely rclated to devotion
towerds or at least gencral approval of Hitler. Thosec who be-
ligve in victory or a stalemate favourable to Gormany inveriably
also display acceptance of Hitler as a lecader.

¢) Reaction to the Russian Offensive

The PWD SHAEF consolidated report of 30 officer Ps/W
mentioned above found that all the officers were fully informed
of the progress of the Russian offensive up to a day or two
prior to their capture, largcly through information obtained from
Wehrmachtbsrichte. Yot knowledge of the RL““'”) offcnsive scems
to have produced no startling =ffect on irmcdiate battle be=-
haviour. "They are shocked and those frqw the Last are pnarticu-
larly depressed, but on the whole the at ”Judo provailing is 'Be-
fehl ist Befehl, (an order is an order). The ~1rdudy cxisting
apathy is such thut nothing concerns uhbm except the immediate
nilitary situation in which they find themselves. The disrcgard
of these officers for gecographieal considerations is scen by the
fact that they attach no importancc to the imminent fall of |
either BRESLAU or KOZNIGSBZRG. All the officcrs agrce that the
fall of BERLIN will not mcan the end of the war, though most
admit that it would have rcpercussions all over the Reich. But
some were quick to point out that the air war had rcduced the
Importance of BIERLIN. (Berlin is only o rubble heap /Trucmmer-
haufen/; it is the Gorman capltal only on papcr. IFanatical be-
lievers in victory, even ninimize the fall of Bbrlln by declarihg
that in modern war, cities no longer play a role.

JI. Pattern of Rosistance

a) Group Surrcnder

The occurrence of small group surrcnders noted last
week continues to be reported, A report of the PV Combat Tcam
operating with the 9th ..rmy, datcd 6 ﬁobru(ry ofLurs the follow-
ing explanation for group surrcnders ocourrlng on this sector.
"The tactical situation - surprise attack against a linc of pill
boxes - accounts for thc phenomenon. However, troop morale
is an extremely important factor.”

Although P/ statements are notably unrcliable on the
subject of how thoy were Apturvd on attempt has been made to
classify 150 stories of Cupturb in terms of the amount of rc-
sistance the Ps/ii profess to heve offcrecd. Tuese Ps/i
were ceptured on the lst, 3rd and 9th Army fronts during the
period 1/7 ®ubruary. mh; UuTCGnu ges listed below should pro-
bably be corerected som ~tht since some Ps/W obviously hide the
fact that they resisted to thp aatie



alde
Active Drcriors 22% -
Mo boye. of o GPoub :
Supraondor (28 1o gt (ol R hat
5 soldiers) 1a% of “hasc were
active resisters)
Tovcn Rosistors 0%
Aetive Resisturs 21%
Wounacd, surnrisct hoine
' ’ 2, )
cob-tant -nd so vorkh 2%
No asto © O 10%

i Bvan corc fofo tist vrttl: boiwviour is indicated by a
report from the 7th Ay, A ong sroup oif 44 Pe/¥; 18 5¥o
clrsse” s dosurt rs, €0 2s belonging to smaller or larger

.groups "o «id not offer any narticular resistance to their

ecapture", © wore cipburcd inside A spiecan Tincs during patrol
gains, while 4 declcred thaot they werse rcady to return to their
positions and continuc to fight if given an opportunity. The
pattern of the viole group, of coursce, cannot be adecquately
neasured since among killed, wounded and non Prisoncr of wur
survivors, the nujority are likely to o ve buvn active r- sisters.

b) Group discussion.

With aw cpparcnt incrcasc in group surrcniers thers has
also becn an increase in the rcporting of discussions on the
subject. For ecxamplec, o 36 yoar old radie worker P/W from Berlin
describes this process: "During one onth in a bunksr without
light and without nwuch to do the mcn ofton discusscd capturc;
conversation usually started about femilies, who was married,

and what was to bocome of their fomilies. The subjoct b.come
nore coutc as the Aricric-ns aphroached. Thoy all agrceed that it
was senscless to defend the bunker and thot € hey could bc better
off in captivity sincc the war wos lost anyhow. R:orecat ves
possible but when thoy heard from 2 passing Infazntry soldier

that an adjoining bunkcr had fallen to the 4. icans they walked

. over with a picce of white cloth and shouted,"I surrcnder.”

Other Ps/¥ ronort that tho rccoipt of : cws about thc Russia
front often coused group discussion .nd out-snoken considecration
of the desirability of further resistance. Isoloted roports
point to thé conclusion that on occasion dogrintic orders for
f£innl resistonce will bring about open discussion as to how far
continued resistance is cdvisable. The great preventive cof froc
discussion is still the isolated "h.rd-core™ Nuzi sitting in the
group. Onec P/l aged 45 describes the group surrender of seven
men defending a bunker. lotivation to surrcnder grew out of the
orders to defend the bunker to the very cnd, which werc given

by the Lt. in Corr and, :ho irmeciately took off, Nutusl trust
was cst blished as the men talked about their hopeless situation,
and the position in which their CO h & left then., Nobody in
narticular led the discussion but not one man disagrecd, As a
result - white flag was preparcd cnd the group walted to surrcn-
der. The opportunity »rescnted itself whoen one of the mcn out
looking for water discovered an sncrican patrol which uc led to
the bunker.
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ITII. Exposurc to Allicd Propagznda 3\“!
The cxztont of cunulative exposure to Allicd loaflets is
reportecd by field intcrrogntions of prisoners capturcd during the o

period 15 December - 7 February. During this period, among
sarples of Ps/V captured by 1lst, 3rd and 9th Armies, the number
of Ps/fil who saw Allied loaflets has inerscased:steadily:

Sow Leaflets Did not Number of

= e . gee Leaflets Ps/W in- A
- ' terrogate ¢
15-31 Dec. 1944 36% 34% o308
1-15 Jan. 1945 645 33 ' 164
15-31 Jan, 1945 7 3% 27% 155
. 1= 7 Teb., 1945 85% 15% : 102
The figure of 85% coverage reported for the first part
of Fedbruary equals the perind of noush stccessful ledflct opora=
tions during the Normandy campaign !(Juiy 1944) ., However,
it rwust be added that this percentags does nob reprosont currcnt
operations, but rather cunulative exposure cince vany Ps/W

nake reference to leaflets scen as far back as September/October,

The extent of current operations on the 7th Army Front
is seen by a report covering 41 Ps/W captured between 25 January
and 1 Februery. 5 Ps/'l of this group saw our leaflets during the =
nonth of January. On thc other hand, about 7E% of the group '
have found our 'Safe Conduct' passes or rcccived thom fron
fellow soldicrs. Scveral Ps/Wi statod that at the present time
about every sccond or third soldicr carricd onc of our 'Safe
Conduct'passes on his person "just in casc®,

IV. German Counter-Propaganda

One of the main efforts of Nazi propaganda to the WEHR-
MACHT hos now become the counter acting of the growing apathy
and practical acceptance of an Anglo-Amcrican occupation.

From captured documents and Ps/i7 stctements it is clear that a=-
side from its military implicoations the Rundstedt counter-
attack offered an excellent opportunity to the German soldier
to view ot first hand " the corrcct behaviour? of the Anmericans
in German occupied territory. DNot only was an impression made
on the soldier who re-cntered territory occupied by the Allies,
but it is clear that these soldiers soon spread their findings
to many other quarters of the Wehrmacht., A revealing NSFO
directive of the 6 SS Pz Army, surmarises the impression which
German civilians who lived under Allicd military government
node on German soldiers; counter-propaganda lines to be en-~ :
ployed are set forth., The document noints out that German o
soldicrs through conversations with Germaon civilians lcarnt that
Americans had been quartcred in the woods and hed for the most -
pirt left the civilians alone; mnorcover the food supply was
good. In answer, the directive points out the "proven Nemmers-—
dorf atrocities™ can be cited., The recson for the isolation ]
of the troops from the civilians, the directive claims is nerely =
to prevent "infection of the &merican troops with National
Socialism". Another reason is thot the Bupen-Malnedy region
18 a mixed border area belonging to Belgium since 1919 and the
Anericans conducted theomselves betbter here than in other areas
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for propaganda purposc8. But with the rise of death and hunger,

the Anecricans will be less controllable.
Another directive for unit lcaders vhich apncnrcd

in Der Politischo Soldat (The Political Soldier), for the month
of January, is conccrned with the pnrasm ¥tho- Ameridans aro---
hunan beings™. This phrase which is nitteéd to be currently
circulating anong Geﬁnans is WQbCllOd as an invention of "Anecri-

can agitation itself." The suggested line of rofutation is
based on the alleen tion that the goal of America in tho war is
mercly the gaining of Europe as a market. Tho guestion is
asked: "Do the American s intend to liberate the' Gernmans from
their sozialized order and independence®. -The lack of social
welfare in America is cited in answer.

Many other current lcaflets to the Vehrmacht show
sensitivity on this noint and attempt to isscue denials bascd
on the device of l;nklnﬁ the future role of the Anglo-Arncrican
occupation forces with those of the more fecred Russian threat.
The central argument in this connection is that the Anglo-
dmericans have conceded 10,000,000 Germen workers to Stalin,
Bhose Germans who think thare is no differcuce. between the
occupation of 1918 and thc one now threavencd nre foolish; the
Gernian hoting Jews are now ”thnh the Americans and a conquerecd .
Germany will be turned into o Cormrmnis’s State. The shoades of
the Versailles Troaty ore ealled forth and the term ™Miilsonians
fraud" has becn recently criployed in propaganda relcascd to
the troops.
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For the Chief, Psychological Warfarc Division,

V.W. ROCHE, Col. G.S.
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