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Opinions in a Newly-Qccupied Town

In the northerly area occupied by 21 Army Group, 146 German civilians
were interrogated in the town of BEDBURG. This group cannot be considered
as a fair sample of Germans in the Rhineland, or.even of BEDBURG, for little
is known of its composition, except that many are evacuees and that the
preponderance of ien over women among those inférrogated is not characteristic
of the community as a whole. For the lack of actual polling by stratified
or by true random sampling in these interrogations, no quantitative result
on German attitudes is offered as a trus measure for BEUBURG as a whole.
Nevertheless, the results of these interrogations thirow interesting light
upon the present frame of :ind of some Germans living under Allied rule.
For example, the interrogees unoninously expressed the opinion that the war
will end with an Allied victory, as against a German victory or a stalemate.
And a clear majority asserted that prolongation of the war serves the
interests of the Hazi Party, not the interests of Germany.

On the guestion of war guilt, the greatest number answered that the
Nazi Party was responsible for the war, Very few placed the blaine upon the
German High Command, and only one each felt that the German people as a
whole, or the Allies, had caused the war. It may be noted that among Ps/7
many more are prone to blame war guilt, at least in part, on the Allies,

fuestions on German atrocities produced an interesting series of
replies, Vhen asked directly : "Do you believe that Germans (immaterial
whether 58S, Gestapo or '‘ehrnacht) committed atrocities during the war in
other Curopean countries ?", about half said "Yes" and a small minority said
"No". As always in response to such a guestion, a fairly large number made
no reply and these, to judge from the record of past interrogations, have
at least a strong suspicion that such atrocities were committed, In any
case,zghe proportion who openly aduit knowledge of atrocities is considerably
higher here than was shovn in earlier interrogations, and tends to confirm

\ the suspicion that professed ignorance of atrocities is, in many cases, not
| / real ignorance but an attempt to escape association with such atrocities,

On the guestion of responsibility for atrocities, there were feuer abstentions
and a clearly marked desire to "pass the buck" to the Party, probably on the
assuaption that it will be 1i- uidated anyway.] If guilt can be fixed on the
Party leaders, punishment will be localised and affect couparatively few men.
This may explain why a majority of the interrogees placed the guilt upon the
Farty and its agencies, while only a small proportion felt that the
individuals who committed atrocities were really responsible for them.
Somewhat surprising is the fact that very few Germans consider the High
Cominand responsible, an attitude which geems related to the widespread feeling
that the Genersls are, after all, only "Fachleute" (specialists), and that
dirty work is forced upon thein by superior political orders of the Party.

On the interesting question of who siiould pass Judguent and punish
those guilty of atrocities, only one German openly favored a completely German
court. The largest single nuaber favored an international court with Germany
represented. However, the najority of those interrogated approved, in
principle, of no representation at ¢ll for Gerians — these divided equally
in favor of an international court without Germany, or of punishment for
atrocities in the country where they were coimmitted., That half of those who
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answered approved of no representation for Germany on these courtslmay
reflect thelr bellef that this is the method most likely to be used by
the Allies; and therefore, that this will be the most acceptable answer
on their part. To some extent, however, it is another illustration of
how the guilt complex reveals itself indirectly (i.e. Germams are not
worthy" to partdcipate in such courts).

Perhaps the most depressing, although expected, replics were
produced in answer to a question : "ire there any anti-Nazi organizations
in your home town ?"., There were almost no abstentions on this question -
the great majority answered a flat "No", Even among this group,
professedly and admittedly less nazified than meny other Germans, people
seem to be quite positive that no underground or overt anti-Nazi movement
exists. Of the few who answered affirmatively two people named "the
Catholic clergy" generally, and two named the "Christian Union" - replies
vhich show tihat they misunderstood either the interrogator's questlon or
what constitutes an anti-lazi organization.

On the guestion of listening to Allied broadcasts, 10C Germans
said they llstgned to London and 57 to Radio Luxembourg (tae high figure
here is due to overlapping; several of the individuals claim to have
listened to both stations).' The large mejority of the population in this
area who claim to have listened to broadcasts also credit them with a high
degree of verity (85 said they believed Allied broadcasts completely;

18 said "Yes with reservations"; only 1 said "No"). These answers are
not entirely reliable in the absence of detailed questioning as to wave-
length, hours of listening, neies of programs and personalities; for
radio listening is regerded as a question to which an affirmative answer
is necessary in order to please the interrogator. Experience in the

past has shown, however, that many who say they listened regularly may,

in fact, have listecned once or twice, or not at all, However although
the evidence is not yet sufficiently clear or detailed, that now available
indicates that Allied radio was well received in this area.

Anti-Nazis in the Rhineland

[Epy discussion of the strength and potential role of anti-Nazis
in Gernmeny must praceed on the basis of two clearly established facus
that there has as yet been no sign of a well-organized, centrally-directed
and highly-efficient anti-lazi organization within the Reich; that there
are in Germany today genuine anti-Nazi ;401v10u¢lu, some of whom have
rmenaged to keep in touch with each other, Investigations in the newly-won
areas west of the Rhine have brought to ll -ht tvo excellent illustrations
of vho some of the anti-lazis are, and of how they work.

KREFELD: Here interrogators found one of the few professedly
important “lcaders of & Catholic anti~Nazi opposition yet encountered in
the occupied territory., In his late fifties, the ian has been a prominent
Catholic leftist leader for over 20 years. He was a meinber of the
exccutive committes of the Center Party (speakin" for the left wing of
that Party), a member of the Prussian Liet, and of the local city council.
For 18 yecars he was the editor of an influential Rhineland NEWSPADET s
Soon after the last war he became the Polizeipraesident of KREFELD, from
which position he was promptly ousted when the Nazis ceme to power. To
support himself he opened a cigar store whose customers, he claims,
included bishops and leading clergyren. :

Using this &s a basec of operations, and his positicn as representa-
tive of a Catholic welfare organization ss cover, he started as early as
1938 to make plans for the day when the Nazis would be removed, (The
significant fact that his plans did not include active participation
in the removal should be noted as characteristic of even the genuine
anti-Nazis we have found). In 1938 he composed a new prayer, pleading
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for "the recognition of the human being in all his dignity, regardless of

racc, color or creed", which apparently became widely known in Rheinish
Church circles,

This anti~Nazi has few illusions about the sirength ef anti-Nazism
in the Reieh today, His travels through the big Rhineland cities =
DORTIUND, DUESSELDORF, LSSEN, HAMI, BARDENBERG - during which he held
secret meetings with groups ranging in number from 10 to 100, have
demonstrated convincingly that[do great surge of anti-Nazi feeling,
expressed in overt action by GSrmens, can be expected before the
destruction of the regime by the force of Allied arms. On the other hand,
he asserts confidently, the saue meetings and conferences showed that the
nutleus of a genuine anti-Nazi leadership exists among former leftists in
the Rhinelandi} '

llany of thesc former leaders are now in concentration camp - those
whoin he identified as certain priscners are JOST, LETTERHAUS, LUELLER,
HE:MES and ADENAUER. Fut those who rcmeined in the various Rhineland
citics still managed te keep in touch and, €espite their former differcnces
of Party affiliation, their present views have a certein consistency.
As illustration of this he citcs the "GOERDELER incident"., A rcpresentative
of the GOERDELER conspirators is said to have approached the Rhincland
group on 30 Deccaber 1942 and sought to ¢nlist their aid in the planned
assassination of HITLER,., According to their ewn aceount, the Rhinclanders
were quite prepared to sce HITLER assassinated, but apparcntly were not
preparcd to counit themsclves to a post—HITLER regime dominated by the
rilitary. After diseussion, their joint opinion was suamed up by the

ayn

following renarks addressed to GOERDELER's represcntative

HIf you, Herr kucller, succeeded in killing Hitler, I would
juap up and cry 'Hoch kueller', and inmediately after that
tDown with Mueller'. I would appreciate your decd as a
trerendous service to Gernany but I would deplore your taking
over power in the namc of the Gencrals. I weuld go up and
down Geriany, urging that the pcople put up monuments in
your honor, but that they ksep power out of your hands,"

The informent assurced intcrrogators thet his group is not unique;
that its program is, in fact, past the planning stege and has been accepted
by & number of influential lcaders, mainly from the former Centrist Party,
The program is based, organizationally, on onc Lebor Party composcd of
all “"Schaffende Haende" (producing workers) in Geriany and subsuming the
thrce partics which formerly represented thein (Centrists, Social Democrats
and Coamunists). Their platform includes the following points :

(1) iamcdiate peacs; (2) esteblishment of the basic freedoms, of speech,
assembly, publication; (3) free trade unions; (k) cooperatives;

(5) socialization of heavy industry; (0) socialization of banks and
insurance companics; (7) partition of the big estates; (8) large-scale
public works; (9) the liquidation of the Nazi criminals. On the latter
point, thc informant is sorry that the Mlies, and not the Geraens, will
do the job. He feels that the Germens should do the housecleaning
themselves,

TRIER: Illustration of a less high-powcrcd and nebulous group of
anti-Nazis comes frow a report on the activities of foruer Communists in
TRIER. In many cssentizl points the story hers is the same — difficuity
of mmintaining contacts, the increasingly smaller nuaber of leaders who
arc able to stay out of jail, tiie tentative feeling about plans based
exclusively on the post—Nazi‘pc:iod (without inclding participation in
hastening the arrival of that pcriod). In this case, however, the story
centers about an incident which is both limited and local, and therefore
perhays more easily credible.
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Before 1933 #hic Comumnists in TRIER numbercd 5,008 of a total
population of 90,000, As HITLER rose, the Communists went underground,
but continucd sone activity until 1936 - generally limited to occasional
lecaflets and pamphlets, and some small acts of sabotage. After 1936
many of the lcaders were arrcsted and sent to SIEGBURG, a penitentiary
for pelitical prisoncrs in COLOGNE. Eerly in their imprisonmént, strict
supcrvision by SA and SS men made comunication with the outside extremely
difficult. As the menpowcr shortage in Germany became more severe, however,
older and fewer men were used as guards and discipline relaxed. - The
prisoncrs were allowed to have visitors, who brought with them newe of the
outside world. Further, a Dutch Comaunist, charged with repairing the
radios of camp officiels, menaged to steal enough parts to construct a
small set of his own. He listencd to BBC and Radio lioscow and distributed
thc news through the orderlics and syuapathetic guards. MNews from
"the outside world" was eagerly sought aiong these highly political
prisoncrs and spread by word-of-moutn from one to the other.

During the long yecars of intcrnicnt, plans for a prison break
had bcen conccived and perfecteds When the Anhrlcads approached COLOGNE
they were finally realigzed, Although full details arc not yet availeble,
a 12 Arny Group report statcs that various sourcces have confirmed the actual
occurrcnce of the break,

In TRIER the Comaunist lcaders, including those who had escaped
from SIEGBURG and those who had been released in 1941, resuwaed their
underground activitices, In siall cclls of 4 to 5 ncn, which worked
independently and with only onc "contact!" man for cach ecll, they managed
to keep in touch with cach othcr and with Communists from othcr countries.,
This was usually donec by towns : c.g. TRIER kept in touch with Luxmauourg,
COLOGHNE kept in touch with the citics of Hollano.

Their activitics werc largely confined to preaching dcfeatism and
spreading rusors among the populetion., In thc factorics, and later in
digging fortifieations, thcy attcmpted to slow down production. The
great German retrcat, starting with thce collapsc of the RUNDSTEDT offensive,
madc their position casier. In the ZETTELMAYER armaincnts factory, for
cxanple, the new year brought a great change of tonc. The boss and his
dircetors no longer carcd about thcir produection rccord, and the chicf of
personncl never bothercd to report a lex worker or minor sabotcur to the
Gestapo., Even the SA guards "did not secm to carc',

The last act of the Comaunists in TRIER before American occupation
is said to bc a rwnor campaign, startcd by them, which broke the back of the
Volkssturm morale. The rumor, which soon aequircd a semi~official flavor,
statcd that the americens were going to drop wcapons and officers to
lcad the forcign workers in the eity against the Germans who were
outnuwibered by three to onc. German workers were given sticks and whips to
beat off the coming attaszk, Naturally thcy beeame ncrvous and frightened,
"ire we supposced to fight machinc-guns and pistols with sticks and whips 2"
they asked. Although no paratroops cver descended on TRIER, it is
cstiiated that this rumor particularly helped to weaken resistance to thc
Aerican entry into the city.

The Hangings in COLOGNE

Information rcecently reecived from COLOGHNE helps to clarify the
storice eonccrning mass hangings from there wnich have been rumorcd and
repeated since last October. According to the most reliablce accounts
now aveilable, ficld interrogators report that there were two separate
hangings, held two weeks apart at the sauc place — the little square in
front of No.3 Schoecnsteinstrasse, Although they involved groups of an
cntircly distinet character, thc hangings were apparcntly based on similar
charges in both cases.
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The first cxecution, on 26 Octobey, took the lives of 11 Russians
and Polcs (the prescnce of 2 single Frenchman in the group has been
uentioncd, though not confirmed). ‘hen the gallows were sct up, on
25 October, the news gpread through the town and the following day
several hundred spectators appeared. The condemned were led to the
platform, thc nooses placed around their necks, and four Nazi dignatorics
held forth on their erimes and the particulars of the sentence. During
the rceital an air raid alarm was sounded., 1ithout finishing, the

. of ficials took off for the ncarest shelter while thezgufed:regevaliy
platform and left the bodies dangling. The corpsaS~'”ﬁ' nad ggﬁ
display for several days.

: The sceond hanging took place on 10 November. Tunis time 13 men,

all Germans, were to be executed, Siace 4 of the condenncd were 17 or
younger, and the youngest still dresscd in knee breeches, the authorities
were apprehensive lest 2 povular demonstratien, and perhaps armed
intervention by the victinms' friends, disturb the proceedings. Consequently,
the gallows werc sct up only a few hours before the time of cxecution

and the hangings carricd out spcedily. This time there was no crowd and

no air raid, but again the corpses were left to public view for a few days.

The reason for thesc cxceutions is mot entirely clear. Q(ne
_version states that tic charges centered mainly about looting and descrtiom.
Some netives of CQOLCGHE estinate that the number of desortere in the eity
at that time was nearly 50,000, and that arnecd bends of deserters
wandcred about together with forcign workers sceuring food supplics or
the ration points with which to buy thcm. Thesc activities frequently
lcd to open conflicts with the police, when they werc caught in the act
and deecided to shoot it out. In onc casc a group of wmcn arc reperted
to have storced a cache of aras in a ecllar on the Schocnstcinstrassc and
to have berpicaded thomsclves therc when the police tricd to arrcst thom.
It is difficult to cstimate the accuracy of the nuwicrous tales of large
bends roaxing the streets and crcating active outbresks, but there were
undoubtcdly & considerabic number of such bands, It is sald that the two
hangings described above were designed to scrve as a public warning.

fnother wersion, offcrcd mainly by the Left-wiggers f;ln W
rnaintained that the executions were "political ap;ts‘@_!:ﬁ;,]oprﬁa ‘
killing of scveral Party officials, The first victin was SOENTGEN, the
Ortsgruppcnleiter of FHRENFELD. According to the vietia's sister and to
several Edclweiss Piratcn, SOENTGEN was killed at 10 p.a. on 23 Scptember
while rcturning home on his biecyelc. The Edclweiss boys say that the
killer, a 17-year-old boy namncd BALZEN who bclonged to their gang, was
shot dcad the same night by the Gostapo, and that his fauwily was deported
and has not been heard of sincc then.  Tuo other Ortsgruppenlcoiter,

ORTVEIH and HOEVELIANN, ere said to have been killed in October 1944,

again by members of the Edelwelss Piraten. These two men werc rcported

to be ruthless in forcing pecople to comply with thc cvacuation orders
prevailing in COLOGNE during thet month. " Onc interrogator has talked

with the Edclweisscer, a 19-ycar—old boy, who elains to have eommittced

these two murders. Scveral informants speak in lurid terms of nuuacrous
atbempts 21l through the autumn of 1944 upon the lives of Party functionar-
ics. The adnerents of the “"politicel® line of rcasoning maintain that the
discovery of hidden supplics of aris decided the authoritics to teke drastic
steps to frighten the opposition clements,

idthough looting is clearly a more widespread activity than
political opposition among Germans today, there is sone cvidence thab
political motives may have played a part in the COLOGHE incidcntsh.
Further, gang lawlcssncss, cxpressed in such acts as looting, is in itself
regarded os a form of political actieon by the Nazis, For this reason,
and spparcntly because the Party leaders feared such "incidents" might
mtltiply beyond control, the extremely severt ucasurcs described above
were taken.
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Public reaction teo theg hangings divides fairly clearly according
to the explanation of them which is accepted, Wealthy and middle-class
Germans, who generally accept the version that the vietims were convicted
of looting, tend on the wholc to be fairly complacent gbous their
execution, 4 characteristic feiark by one nember of this group was @
Mihat else could they expect ? Crimineds and deserters". Souessympathy
is shown among this group for the vexy youwng victinms, those who were in
their ttecns at the tine they lost their lives. However, the dominant
feeling afong Left—wing circles in COLOGNE, who beclieve the executions
were a peprisal for political activity condemns thesc hangings as a
- poral outrage and as the ineviteble administrative method of Nazisn,

Tears of the Crocodile

Claiming that the Anglo-American "intention of slowly and painfully
starving Germans in occupied arcas" is no more "hwiane" than the
Bolshevik method of "a shot in the neck!, Germen radie on iiarch 19
bemcaned the rationing situation in COLOGNE. German eiviliens "receive,
rations too snall to live on", the broadcast alleged, adding that the
rations in COLOGNE were only a fraction of the allecations made in Germany,
and quoted an alleged Reuter's admission that they were “starvation'
rations. Tuis broadeast, which is illustrative of dogzens made during
recent months, is part of a systematic caumpaign to persuade Germans that
the "Jestern #llies are "ne better" than the Russians,

B, ENELY AREAS

The Strain on Nezi Controls

Two tendencies have become increasingly clear during recent
months : thc absorption of lessepy rarty officials into more limediate
military tasks has weakened thc system of Party controls, particularly at
the local levels; the increasing dislocation arising from the fighting on
Gerrman soil, large-scale dastruction by Allied boubings, and mass
evacuations, has led to a2 parallel increase in erime. This has been
particularly marked anong foreigners within tiie Reich, for whom weakened
controls havc been cquivalent to- greater freedom of circulation within the
Germen community,

The trend has been established over-a long period. a4 rcport
by the main office of the SD statcs that the incidence of crime among
foreign workers during the {irst quarter of 1944 was more than double as
conpared with the sane period of 1943, (from 4301 to 9139 ecascs).
“HNearly one-third of the murders and robberies with violence in the
Ruichugebict were committed by forcigners" swanarizes this report, ‘/hen:
read in conjunction with BORLLNK's earlier report eoncerning the sharp
risc of juvenile crine (sece P.D Vcekly Intvillgcncc Suneary # 24, page T)y
it is clear that erime in scveral places has gonc considerably beyond the
control of local authoritics,

A 51gn1ficant devclopment in more reecnt onths has been the:
increase of erimes eoumitted jointly by foreigh workers and QGermens,
including particularly deserters from the Wehrmacht., There is as yet no
neasure of the extent to vhich this has gone throughout the Reich, but
its occasionally serious nature is clear from reports both by foreign
workcrs and by Ps/./ (sec Part II of this report). The recent "incidents™
~ in COLOGHE, discussed above, which led to the hanging of somc 24 foreign.
workers and Geruan civilians are a casc in point, There is some evidence
that similar conditions cxist in those areas of the Reich not yet oceupied.

A striking example of the extension of Nazi controls attempting
to deal with this condition, ic the order for "security raids" issued on
21 February by the Policc Chizf of the Ruhr town of RECKLINGHAUSEN. The
order, which incidentally dépicts the German countryside as a haven for
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cseaped forcigners, conviets, AilOL's and descrters, indicates the
weakness of the present policing situetion in that area. One of the
proteetive mcasures, for crample, ealls for greater supervision of
forcigners by cmployers — i.c., "Foreign werkors oh faorms who work on
Sundays and holidays", Anotlicr of the mcasures scoms dosigned to redugs
the threat of forcign workers Yy deercasing their numbers « i.cs air raid
sheltcr is to be denicd to 2ll foreigners until "the last Germen raeicl
coirade has found sheclter therein®, The measurc provides also for a
"drag net" in which the Gestapo, Krimpo, Uchrimacht and VS are to operate
for the apprchension of all suspicious forcighors or Germans, An
announcemcnt on 1 March by a acwespaper in HANNQVER draws attention, on
behalf of the Polizcipracsident, -hat &t is prohibited for Germans to
give away food supplics or food coupons te fereigners. Reports of jJoint
looting or black markct dealings in foed By forcigners and Gkruans have
been heard fron various placcs. Tnis announecuent conplaing that the abyse
is "increasingly noticeable™ and that forcigners who beg arce teo be
disregardcd becausc "fhey are sufficicntly well fed in their camps", It
adds as a warning that any dealings by Gewasns along these lincs "will
be ¢onsiderced as 4llogal inkercourss with foreigners®e

secording to munspous PAL rcpoves, BERLIN itsclf $1llustrates
guike sharply the wenkendng ef eontrols. One PA who ums in BERLIY pn
28 Fcbruary says that the wholc of tchrkecis III 5 wnder ailibowy jaw.
411 trains aye ehccked by M.Ps and no soldicy may enter the giby withoul
a speeial pass, stameg and tountersignced by the Q.KV, Atcording 0 tha
samc sourcc this is infended Yo check the infiux of gecsericrs who, vndep
eover of the prevailing disorder, find hidingsplaces in the eazpital,
Another B/W, who served on a BERLIN cxccutionesquad wuntil 2 laseh, assepbs
that Jduring cach of his 36 days scwvice, between 10 and 30 Gopman
offiecps and soldicrs were shob cegh morning, mainly for degsertion angd
godition. Therc there is no c¢lemr cvidence of desedtion soldicps picked
up wnder Bhese eircunsbtenees agve dmcdiabcly sent te the Eastern front,
Howewer, says the P/, the walls apc plastercd with notiees of rocent'
cxecutions for desertdon, wiile other Ps/\ have testificd fo the breale .
down of contro}l ncasupcs in Geynany gencrally owing to the ehaos of e’
transport system. A BERLIN paper on 19 liareh snnounced a poward of
R 5,000 for anyone hcdping the erininal police ta find $he murdoreprof.a
mebep of bhe sceupity police who was killced by a bulled at 23.00 o
13 liareh in BERLIN icst. ‘

Disordcy in $he gity is a conbination of worious factors. 4llicd

. doubing has Icfd a gonsiderable portion of the city in ruins and scems

particulerly to have disruptcd all surfacc transportation. A4s of

g Fcbruary, the anhalter Bcohnhof is said to have been completely desiroyosd

apd the only transport which runs with any rcgularity in BERLIN is the
subwoy. Sincc the {IIETER deerce which required all ncn and wouen of the
capitel to work on the city's defenscs during their lcisure fine, the
borbcd-out strecets have been full of people prcpering barricades in all
scetions of the eity.

War reporter, 4RNTZ, writing in Das Rcich om €be plans of defonss,
says borbastically that thesc fortificatious arc boing mils under
expericnecd cmgincering officers, and that the over-azll plan is %o divide
BERLIN and its wider approzchcs fan-like inte defensc scotors. The segbors
are bascd on nabural obstacles suitable for strong-poinmts, protecicd om
their wulncrable parts with such artificial installations as tank traps amfl
ditchcs, covering firing positions and ebscrvation postes. From the
approachcs to the built-up arca of the eity the defensce nctwork is wowen oo
closer, and the scheme is to canalize the attacking armor inte pre-arranged
tank destruction lancs., /Apparently an extcnsive systom of mines i8 being
planted, and civilians working with these instruments arc being exhorted
by the inspirational phrasc "Sappers sweat saves lives", It dis wnlikcly
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that so much tactical information would be prescnted to the 4llics unless
there was same ulterdor motdve, such as the desire to ealm the population,
to spur thiem on Lo greater enthusiasm or to mislead us as to the progress
actually acuicved. The propagandd emphasis has amounted to a large-scale
caimpaigne 4 recent Transocean item, for exanple, deseribes how scveral
hundred men and women of a BERLIN suburb built theiy own air raid
shelters, using as material the rubble of bombed houses, They began tha
work in April and used soie 58,000 hours of their spare timc to complete
the shelters, ' :

Exact and deteiled inforuation about the food position in BERLIN
is not available. Nor, where available, can it be considered particularly
reliable. One report dated early in February gives the following black
market prices :

Cigarettes ;-5 RM'each

Eggs A %0 Ry M

Rabbits 250 R »

Butter 400 RlI per kilo
ljeat 230 RM

theat Flour 145 RM

Pctrol 75 Rl per liter.

These seem uwnusually high, even considering that black market operations
probably reached a peak following the Russian break~through in the East
during this period. In any case it should not be assumed that such prices
had been normal for the city.

Somcwhat less precise, but probably more reliable inforaation
comes from a Swedish correspondent that “well-to-do Berliners have
hoarded ¢olossal stocks of food in tiic and still have large stocks leftv,
Apparently the food position in the countryside surrounding the capital
is adequate to keep the city fed; the same correspondent reports that
"in certain outer BERLIN districts" supplies are still large, and adds
that "hundreds of thousands of Berliners travel daily to the countryside
to barter clothes, china, cte. against food". This practice has probably
lcsscned since the "total mobilization! of civilians for digging and the
large-scalc destruction of surfzce transport. DBub there scers as yect no
conerete reason to belicve the zssertion of "e neutral for many years
resident in Germany" that "BERLIN cannot withstand the long siege because
the population would simply starve", Goernans have been "food-shortage-
conscious" over since the last war; and popular belief probebly tends to
exaggerate the facts of the case.

llorale in BERLIN is clearly a function of the behavior of its
worien; a DNB broadcast of 17 ilerch says :

"The picture of the Reieh eapital is determined by the BERLIN
women »so they no longer wear hats and veils; the elegance

of the city has given way to the practical demands of the
changed cveryday life ... The BERLIN housc~wife has no easier
life than her sister in a job. Elcetricity cuts, and the coal
shortage have mede her life even more-difficult, Her day is an
incessant race against tine, daylight and the alert!.

Sendwiched in between these frequent attempts to "glorify" the women of
BERLIN, caught unider "terror bombing" and between two advancing armics,
are occasional items of more practical importance, The Reich Ministry of
Finance, for exanple, has decreed that maternity benefits which employers .
paic to pregnant wonien in addition to their weekly wages, are now free

of income tax. The one point on which women receive no mercy is ruamor-
pongering. BERLIN radio has shown great eoncern over rusor-mongering in
Heusfrau cireles, pointing out over and over that they are irresponsible
and fraught with a malicious effect.
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_Hlnts f'or‘ propa"ﬁnolsts are glven by & Transocean broadecast to
Furope on 19 liprch on the subject : Mihat interests the Gernans wost
in their papers, which have bcco“c so thin ?" Of’constant interest
~clearly are: thelr everyday worries which vary from month to month, and

i ovine oa how to jimprovise. substitutes %o replace shortages is eage?ly

SO0/ ht. ansocéan claims, however, that the one item which is T@ud
before ull others ig- "most. certalnly- the -0.K.l. .comuaunique, - The place
nanes given, in it.are: for hen the most’ important source of news
'.unvarllbhad bj propuganqa" e e '

Purty Plgns for Scbotuge

i For some time,'th;re has been a considerablec. dae,qt.',on nark as

to whetlerthe Party intended, in particular cases, to evacuate skilled
workers and to carry out a prograu of sabotage. Sonc additional evidence
that the Party does not intend to sabotage mines is shown by a letter

of L February frow the Relch Mining Bureau to mine directors.) The letter,
which urges mine directors "to bear in nind that the Viehrma€ht nceds
every able-bodied man" when subnitting nemes for exemption, at the same
time reminds them that the ‘Jehriacht classifies miners "doppelte UK". It
emphasizes also that men classified "doppclte UK" rust not be touched by
other suthorities "such as Kreis or Gau agencies on men-hunts",

Operation of the mines, it is made clear, is not to cease
completely even "if upon the epproach of the eneny, an evacuation of the
population and men fit for military duty is approved"., To assure
Memergency naintencnce! and "prevent collapse and flooding' in the nines,
"it nay become necessary to rebain men fit for militery duty". = This
is a fairly clcar mendate to keep the mines operating, as a priority even
higher than Jehrmiaacht service. To prevent abuses, the letter concludes
with & reguest for a description of contemplated emergency measures and
the nenes of men sclected for emergency service,

11»;

Books and Boitbs

Under the title "iusgeborbte Buecher" (Bombed-out Books), DNB
on 19 larch announced that .llied boibings have caused a scrious revision
of the Gerinan system of lending libraries, which "has improved further
the arrangements for providing people with the relaxation of good
rcading". The new systen was estublished by a direcctive issued by the
President of the Reich Book Eureau, to the effect that all bombgd-out
lcnding librarics which are no longer operating as such must "sell or
leasc, or otherwise meoke available" their present stocks of books to a
central lending agency under the control of the Reich government.

Under the new system doposits should norually be Rif 10 but dealers
may demand (in the interests of maximum sccurity) a deposit equal to five
tines the original reteil price of the book, 1fith 2 characteristic
flourish, the order announces that there will be "an exact control over
the nuiber of days any gziven book is held by a reader". Those who had
not been paying deposits, and particularly "old custoiers who have been
dealing with lending-libraries for many ycars', are gS{uG not to consider
a sudden request for additionsal deposite unfair.

These steps have bocorc necessary because nany rea aders who have
been bombed out, have frequently ("not from melice but fron necessity")
forgotten to return the books. To prevent this "aore aamd nore book~
sellers have lately boen demanding deposits from their readers”. the
consequence of dcposit barriers crcated by booie uullpfu’ znd book shortages

created by forgetiul rcaders, wes in meny cases to deprive the ¢ cnpral
ﬁubllc of books, The introcuction of & universcl deposit Sjstbm, with a
strict check upon return of bOOhb and the accuwsulation of book stocks now
unused, will help meke books available to all who desire tncd.
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_Books lost through "enbny’gctlon" will not be thc rcsponsibility
of the reader who, when hé no longer wishes to remain a custouer, can
requegt the return of his full dcvosxt. The losses of bOuk~sallers will
be born .as 'wap- drwﬂ\C" by thls an cuntrul ugency.

4 loc;l‘iten whicn'is surc to élter hhe:rc&ding hebits of soue
Geroans, shnounces thet thriee BADEN NeVispapers. ( Albbotc, Oberbadisches
Volksblatbt, Markgraefler Tz blatt), in view of jncreasing press
restrictions wnlcn heve bocoie nccessary, have decided henceforth to
amalgamabe and issue a coriion NEWsSPapers The restrictions referred to

mey be the new require.cnts of sualler format which have becen announced in

verious parts of the Reich. The new paper, which was scheduled to make
its appearance on 19 liarch, will be called the Oo;rbaolscnc Gulclnsch 5 o

zeltung, and will be printed in Tialdshut.
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PLRT IT - ‘WEHRVACHT MORALE

I. General

' The inebility of the German Armies to defend the Eastern bank of the
Rhine is now certain to cause the utter defeatism within its renks to manifest
itself in increesed mess surrender end nominel resistance, With the exception
of some German para units, only moderate opposition was encountered initially
in the new Rhine crossings of the Second British, Ninth and Third US Armies.
On the Ninth US Army bridgehcad over 2,000 Ps/Vl were taken during the first
day alone. Although detailed morale interrogetions have not yet been received
from these new sectors, it is cleer that the signs of crumbling resistance
encounteredon the Western bank of the Rhine are certazin to be duplisated and
increased after the mein centers of opposition are bypassed or destreyeds

For the ordinary German soldier the crossing of the Rhine, the most
important natural barrier %o the heart of Germeny, will mean $hat the war is
hopelessly lost, (% sample of 388 Ps/V captured early in Merch shoved that
only about 127 still professed belief in vietory; emong more recent groups,
captured on the Uestern bank of the Rhine, this belief was almest wholly absent
Considerations of personal survival,whiech were noted as ine¢reasing during the
last weeks, will become paramount, The Nazi leaders and their hard eore of
fanatics,whom they have compromised will try to prevent capitulation or out-

right collapse, but they will not be able %0 slow the ever speeding disinte-
gration.

Bl Combat Team with the First US Army reports that on the Remagen
bridgehead, despite extremely adventageous terrain for defense and even
relatively good troops, the pattern of faltering resistance can already be
seen in the German failure to contain our thrusts. Here after engeging a
collection of low grade troops and assorted Ak units rether well equipped,
well supplied panzer formations were encountered., Fire from artillery and
self propelled units constituted the mein resistance to our attacks. Although
these Germens were not waiting to surrender they herdly displayed any deter-
mined will Yo resist. Once in an unfavorable situetion they readily surrenderc
Frequently fearful of our artillery end morter barreges, as was the case on
the West bank of the Rhine, they hid in cellers and dugouts and surrendered to
the first Jmerican troops without opposition.

Towards the end of the period, German replacements of very low
quality vere encountered in the Remagen sector, Stregglers, elements of
battered units vho retreated across the Rhine, new recruits, youngsters and
very old men were thrown into Marsch Battalionsandwere hastily committed.
lmong the replacements are still some young Nazis, imbued with fighting spirit
and ignorant of the general state of the battle, Soon after their initial
commitment, the confusion end desperetion existing in their lines shekes them

and they become poorer soldiers than the depressed veterans, who are accustomed
to battleo

The desire to survive personally, and the feeling thet the Nazis are
merely prolonging the war to save their own skins hes increased desertions only
slightly. Even before the assault across the Rhine desertion by Germans re-
crossing the Rhine to surrender were reported. But azctive desertion remains,
and will continue to remein, reletively unimportent in the collapse, partly
beceuse of fear of the physical difficulties involved and of reprisal, All
sources agree thet the growing reslization that the vwar is soon to be over is
developing into a barrier to desertion and surrender., The fecling is more
definitely encountered thet entering into an £llied P/W cemp in the closing
minutes of the war is certain to result in years of seperation from one's
family. While this is a deterrent, it is not, of course,a complete deterrent,

ITI. Defeatism emong Senior Officers

That the war is lost is obvious to almost ell recently ceptured
regular senior officers, who, despite security, admit it readily. Majors end
Colonels are still found whose position in the Army was elosely releted to the
success of the Nazi Perty end vho still, because of fanatieism, express the
beiief that GERMANY will win the wer. Senior officers generally, however,
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axscrte higher orders, although individuel cases have been reported Where
they euployed stand fast orders in order to permit honoursble surrendere 4An
occagionel senior officer will tell of his ettempt to resist with his steff
when personelly threctened, but usuelly this last brave show was devoid of
fanaticisme In most cases these officers seem to have been captured simply
as a result of being overrun by the speed of our attazk,

The extent to which a professionel soldier is willing to offer
criticism of the Nazis mey be seen in the remarks of recently captured General
SCHIIPF. The General declered his opposition to the eseociation of the
VOLKSSTURM with the Party, He ridiculed the military role of the Gauleiters
and belicved thet most of them ere cowerds., Wwhile te_king azbout the Wehrmacht,

3n51dted thet one should differentiete betvieen the old school.and new school.
7perfe§tly aware of the shortcoarings of the new lecderslip, but he was eshamed
to telk ebout this with the enemy, 4t the end of the interrogetion he could
not refrein from meking & few derogetory remerks about MCDEL,

Nazi Contro

Perhaps nore important then eny sense of professionzl militerism in

expleining their continued resistance -~ for a professional knows when to ems
ploy surrender - is the degree to vhich meny of them feel that they have

become enmeshed by the Nazis, Their pride in heving been soldiers before the
Nazis ceme to pover, and in meny cases of heving perticipated in the 100,000
Ber /rmy, is shovn in their eriticism of Nezi militery strategy, Nazi war aims
and the Nazi leaders themselves. Generelmejor Heilmenn, Commending General
of the5th Pare Div, told an interrogetor thet the wehrmacht is still fighting
to keep the Party bosses in power, His disepprovel of his superiors was based
on his cohtempt for the feilure of the Nezis, as vell &s any hatred he hed
toverds them, ; 3

The utter subjugation of senior officers is most cleerly seen in their
attitude towerds NS Indoctrinetion officers. They candidly reveal thet these
Nazi cfficers meintein an indepeundent reporting system on Germen officers end
you're done if he givesa bad zecount of you,'

Strong sympethies with the 20 July plot is implied by the stetements
of some; the main element of criticism often being thet it was poorly orgenized
and thet it failed, It is impossible with the evidence at hand to state pre-
cisely how meny vere involved directly or even how widespread teeid suppors
of the plot would have been, But it is now elear thet the fzilure of $he
attenpt in 20 July hesleft the impression on these ceptured senior officers
thet any attempt to eliminete the Nezis or negotiete with the 4llies, except
in a purely tactlcal situction, is impossible,

In generel, professionel senior officers ere apprehensive ebout their
personal post-vwar future, although they ere reluctent to discuss this problem,
Since their only profession wes soldiering, they realise that their present
well-being and prestige depended on a Nazi victory, Hovever, there is strong
eviderce to believe thet meny vere beginning to realise thet & victory with
the Nazis still in power, misht well heve been intolersble for them personally,
4s & result, some of them seem to be under the delusien thet militery suecess,
and thercfore for them personal suecess, will ultimetely be echieved in some
sort of long term reeligniient betveen GERIUNY end the inglo~/merican povers .
on one side and RUSSIL on the other side,

Deterioration of Eehavior

Despite the successful isoletion of the senior offiser e¢orps from the
possibility of eny orgenised defeetist action, the Nezis sre finding shem-
selves more and more uneble to check deterioretion of individual behaviour,
The widerange of ectivity of Germer officers whieh the Nezis are having in-
creaging diffieulty to control is reflected in & seerct order of the High
Cammend of [frmy Group B, deted 21 Januery, which stetes thet Himmler has
dravn up aset of 1nstructlons concerning officer offenses which vere to be

revieved at lecst once a month, Politicel divergence vwill be harshly dealt
wit'h regardless of previous military or political serviee., Offigers who



abandon their men in times of dangex ere subject to the death penalty. They
should not defend another accused offiter out of & false sense of comredeship.
Cfficers are warned ageinst misapproprietion of hospitel goods, holding back
favourites in replacement units and many other forms of corruption. officers
should be solicitious of Germen women end if they abuse their position to
molest’ fenele’ auxillarles, they will lOSe the right to wear the uniform of an
officer, " Drunkenness in publlc will lead to- deprlvamion,of renks' [fny soldier
should- denoutice the’ mlsaeeds of an offlcer even if thet officer’ is not per-
sonally affected by them, "If the officer is, zequitted «of ‘the: chiarge, the
soldler 1s not to be punished if the accusctlon wes, mgds b good faxth.

: Lnother Hirmmler oroer deted ll Feb l9uu, addressed to. the officers
of lrmy’ Group teichsel End distrlbu ed through NSF ¢hanfiels, continues the
threat ageinst feltering officers. Lfter stebing thet an.SS Standarten
Fuehirer end & Colonel hoa bFen recently shot for: sovardice, ‘heissued a
“traditional appeal for bravery amonv offlcers. He declared-that he expected
that court mértielswill be" conducﬁed vlth the  geverity. which has alveys been
~eustomary in the "PTusalgn' German dirmy Despite Party .encroachment on all
forms of lrmy admlnnstrctlon. himuler apparently still feels obliged to honor,
in his QLPGEIS at least the traditlonal court mgrtlal procedure.
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Lo Enough time hcs &lapsed since the declaration of the Yalta Conference
to ‘indicate that ‘the ordlnaﬁy Germen soldier has not been stirred out of his

- iovertielmins polltical epathy by this deolaratlon of Lllied intentions for

’post-\ar GERMAN Frobably the most important reaction to ithe Yalta Confer-

! ence is a necat1Ve ONE's Gcrman Ps/il are npt now convinced to any grester
degree that Greet Brltaln &nd the United Stetes on the:.one hand, and Russia

on: the' other hand, have evolved a progrem of ﬁpllth&l .cooperetion - in EUROFE,
which will per51su for: Jears “to come, in the event of German defeat., There~
fore, many German soldiers vho hope for some mnltimete amelioretion of GERIUNY'e
post-ver position &s a result of rivalry betveen the Lllies continue to do soe
It should, hovever, be noted thet with the evergrowing deterioration of
CERMANY 's strategical situetion this hope of friction among the [llies supplies
less and. less of & positive inceniive to further immedicte resistence. (4
March sample of-388 Ps/i reveals thet less than 10 percent belicved thetd
GERMATY , by «prelonging the var, Lould obtein better terms from the Ru551ans
and the inglo-lmericens.Y L e

The die~herd NaZi minority is usually quick to claim that' the Yalta

Conference merely represents the flnal expression of the fAllies! intentions
' Yo 'destroy. GLRLLKY complefely; on - tne othor hand, some Nazis charecterise the

declarction as “just’ "iilscnien treachery. In the statements .of "informed"
Nezis, the Yelta Conference was alleged to heve been a victory for' Stalin and

thereby proves ogc.lll the role of National Sociclisn in opposing. the thre“‘t of
Bolshewiam, - ¢ -7 ¢ :. : :

Anti~Nayi oﬁinioﬁ“1

»

Only amonn a very smell minority of long-stending canti-Nezis wes any
real expression- of, _approval found. The most important element of the Declara-
tioh for thém wes the Allicd express1on of & determinaetion %o exverminete
militarism in GEE&JIY} Meny of them seized upon it as a poss1ble indicetion
of modificetion of the AJlleQ unconditional snrrender programe TFor exeample,
one P/J declered thét ve ‘should meke more propagsnde about 1hat hed been
decided et Yulse &s “theré still exists a strong feer among the reyds.-g that
a defeat might mean the externlngtlon of the German peoples”

More typlcal emong the v1eus of those vho did not openly oppose the
intentions of the Yalta Conference was the expression of a general feeling of
acceptance, Typicel was & 32 year old Urnteroffizer, formerly e skilled
lebourer, who reported thet ell he knew was thet the big three had gotten
together, and he considered it esa matter of course that they deecided to
ereadicate National Socielism end militerism. He could not figure out exactly
whet the future of G™"A"V would be but he felt thet it would be an eesy
problem once 2ll the Nazis vere eliminated.
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; SASJyet no evidence of illegally orgenized anti-Nezi cctivity of any
‘note ;n the rénks of the VWehrmecht hes been encountered., Nazi contreols; as
well z5 the general. disorgenization of five yeers of war, tend to meke

,,arganlzed contact: within the nehrmncht impossibleé, | In.one czse the First

French Army reports thet several PB/W cgptured JeBE of the Rhine’ whq,belonged

. .¥o & Volksgrenadier Division declered that there existed in their Reglmsht a
: Council of Troops (Soldetenrat) very much resembling tue -semé type of Oranlsw

‘tion whilch ceme to life et the end of -the (last,ver, Tpey claimed thet

‘__soldlers from REINELAND dlstrlcts played &R open role in this groub "%oqe

pr1n91pal purpose wes to llquldcte the §S:ors officers. who tried to oppose
cepitulation of entire units. In COLCGNE, Pb/L,professed thet Germen deserters

3_.partlclp,ted in a Widerstendbegwegung (Resistance: Movement) ‘composed of
eiviljansend foreign . vorkers, . Lt the moment the full extent of such-claims

have not been.ascerteined., but it ‘seems thet. such act1v1ty was without any
‘real immediate politicel uonnequence. In the -£bsence . of an opportunity to
desert or surrender, extreme defeatistn is more likely, to leed those who break

r'“with dehrmecht disecipline to attempt self survival rather than engege in

orgenized political oppositions. . The favor1te teechnique is to try to.return

b home where, through the essistende of femily end.reletives, ¢ soldier can hide

until the errival of %he Jmericdn troops. Where thet is 1mp0331ble, such

Germen soldiers tend %o gravitete to lerge cities. In ESSEN, for exemple,

Ps/d report thet many deserters are living in the eellers of bambed out houses

with femilies, girl friends and prostitutes. uidesprecd looting, in- ‘conjunc-

tlon with civiliens, hes been reported under such circumstances., (See Part
I,) Reports of outbursts of vielence betveen such deserters and militery

"police, attempting te round them up heve been reported, but es:far.es can be
<ascertglned this resistence is isolated end sporeadic..
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