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GERMAN HOME FRONT

THE VaR ENDS

The war camne to an end for Germany, in the apt words of the poet,

"ot with a bang, but a whimper®, There has been no great dmpact of
defeat, because dyfeut has been long in coming and in some quarters
eagerly awaited. Interrogation of Gerwns during the past 8 months has
shown clearly that there was an enornous loss of faith in Gerneny after
STALINGRAD.,  Among civilinns, particularly, the great Allied landings
6 June 1944 were asnother shottering blow to confidence in ultimate
German victory. By the tine the Allied armies had reached the German
border in the west, few Germans, abt least among those who remained,
retained any hope of German victory; most predicted that Germany
would collapse as soon as we had crossed- tlic Rhine, By this time
loss of confidence was a0001fwnlpd in many cases by a genuine desire to
sce the war finished -~ and since this clearly meant finished by means
of Allied victory, neny Germans in the occupied areas were willing to
accept defecat as the condition of peace.

In contrast to the situation after 1918, the Germans now clearly
recognize the fact of a complete militery defeabt. The destruction all
about them, the collepsc of their armies, the signing of unconditional

surrenders on every front leave no room for doubt tnl tine that Germany
has been thoroughly whipped on the bettle field., But the acknowledgment
of militery defeat is not ccuivalenb to a recognition of the full
consequences of such defeatb.,

It is perfectly clear from reccnt interrogations that there is

no widespread realizabtion of what defeab means Lo the Germons as a

people, and more puftAculullg as individuals. Their obseguious demeanor
when in view of Allied personnel, their professed hatred of the Hazis,
thelr protestations of innocence are all pert of the confusion between
the tecit acknowledznent of defent and the atbempt to discleinm one's

own involvement in the disaster, Salvation is sought by the use of
pious phrases like "belogen und botrogen'; Dby the 1frvvponu1blc
pretense of the "Kleiner Lann' (even hiermann GOBRING scems to have

taken this line, despite ibts comical aspect when applied to the beefy
Marshal); by the egoccubric preoccupation with purcly private affairs.

HOW THE IS Callh

The acceptance of Allied terms of unconditional surrender by
Admirsl DOENITZ was broadcast over Flensburg Radio by Forcign Minister
vor KROSIGK, on the afternoon of 7 May : "Germen men and woumcn ! The
High Command of the armed forces has today, at the order of Grand
Admiral DOENITZ, declared the unconditional surrender of all fighting
troops", Then, on his own behalf as "the leading Minister of the Reich
Government", von KROSIGK declared that Germany has succumbed to the
ovbrWnblhln& power of her cnemies, and that to continue the war would
only mean scnscless bloodshed and futile disintegration. Even under
these circumstances he atteupted to present a picture of the prescrva—
tion of the German community and nation @ "A Governnent with a feeling
of rcsponsibility for the Ruturc of the nation wes compelled to draw the
logicel conclusions fromn thA\&llepsc of all physical and mcterial
forces, and to ask the enemy {\fhc cessabion of hostilities". One
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thing must be preserved from the wreckage : "mess unity and the idea of
the national community", for the spirit of nutusl help would be

needed M"as much in the hard times of poverty and hunger to comg as in
the times of battle and bombing raids", Speaking of future prospects,
the Foreign lfinister emphasized that a fundamental factor in German
post-war ﬂolicy would be the honoring of treaties with respect for
international law.

Following the linc of General JODL, e last minute bid for
mercy was included : "We may hope that the atmosphere of hatred which
today surrounds Germany and the world will sive place to a spirit of
reconcilietion among the nations, without which the world cannot
reevedll

The same cvening, ncws of the tobtal surrcnder ordered by DOENITZ
was conveyed to the Germen forces in Norway. General BOEHNE, Wehrmacht
Commander in Norway, in an order of the day, declered : "I know that
this is a hard blow for you., Unbeaten, in full possession of our
strength, we stand in Norway. No encuy has dared to attack us and yet
we too must bow to the dictate of our eneryy in the interest of the
German causc as a whole".  Earlier in the day an order by DOENITZ to
U-boats to cease hostilities and return home had been broadcast by
Flensburg station.

'he M"High Command of the German troops in Bohemla-loravial,
broadcasting over the German—controlled PRAGUE Radio, labelled the
unnuuncvumnt of unconditional surrender over Flensburg station as

"eneny propaganda" and asserted that the struggle would ceontinue until
the Germens in the East were saved and their way back into the homeland
assured.

On & lloy the principal feature on Flensburg station was a
address by DOENITZ. The troops, he said, had now "cét out on the bitter
road to captivity, thus making the lest sacrifice to the lives of our
women and children, to .the future of our nation!. After appeals for
bravery and discipline, and for "work to the utinost of our capacity",
DOENITZ concluded by sayin; that if duty celled for him to remsin in
office he would "try to help you as far as lies in my power", but that
if "duby demands that I should 20 this step also shall be a service to
the nation and to the Reich", Ii the evening Flensburg issued an
announcement of the High Command, signed by General JODL, giving
detailed ins tTULLLOﬂu 'dut no meterials of war or shipping were to be
destroyed or damaged,

On 9 May, the final day of Germen broadcasting, transmissions
were reduced to a series of short and uncontroversial transmissions from
lensburg end the final High Coamand communique. This docunent praised

the contingents which had still been opposing the Russians on the
previcus day, after which it announced that since midnight 211 arms had
bcen silenced on all fronts. The "unique performance for the homeland",
it was said, would "find o final eppreciation in & just verdict of
history, Every soldicr may, thcrefore, lay eside his arms proudly and
erect, and set to work for the undying life of our people!, 4 notice
followed announcing the lifting of the blackout and the rcnov@l of the
ban on listening to foreign stations
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THE "PUTSCH" IN MUNICH

On the evening of 27 April, two days before the American troops
entered MUNICH, came the only uprising of a substantial group of Germans
against the Nazis. Although the fact that a rising did actually take
place has been established, there is as yet no clear picture of the
exact details, The most complete account of the incident is that given
by its leader, Captain Ruprecht CGERNGROSS, to a PWD interrogator.

This account is therefore the version of & highly-placed partisan which,
in the absence of reliable confirmation from other sources, is not to
be regarded as necessarily accurate.

GERNGROSS himself, a man of 31, was a lawyer in civil life and
the son of MUNICH!'s best~known doctor. A man of wealth and influence,
he spent two years at the London School of Economics. The interrogator,
an Englishman of considerable political acunen, spent three days in
his company and reports that

"he speaks En;lish fluently and, indeed, might easily be
taken for an Englishman ... I formed the opinion that he
is a born leader, with a very considerable personal
magnetism and genuine liberal and democratic convietions.M

According to GERNGROSS, he began to prepare his *putsch
immediately after the Nazi advent to power, as a youth of 19. He
realized from the beginning that no intcrnal revolt could, without
outside assistance, hope to successfully contend against the Nazi
terror machine, Between 1933 and 1939 he formed small groups of anti=-
Nazis throughout Bavaria, This work proceeded slowly and carefully
because the elaborate Nazi system of esplonage announcement made any
type of organization extremely perilous., GERNGROSS points out that

‘it was casier for a man of his class to do such work than it would have

been for a working man living in crowded neighborhoods and under the
constant surveillance of neighbors.,

His movement was organized by groups of 5, only one member of
each group having any knowledge of the others, He himself was the only
person with complete knowledge of the activities of the whole movement.
Several members of the movement were ordered by him to join the Nazi
Party for self-protection.

At the outbreak of war he was sent to Poland as an artillery
officer, was badly wounded, spent six months in hospital, and was
finally declared unfit for active service, He then proposed to the
High Command the formation of a company of interpreters for each Wehr-
kreis, a proposal which was adopted. He formed 20 of these companies
in the hope that thus he could extend his movenent throughout Germany.
At the head of each company was a men whom he believed he could trust to
join in the rising when the time came, but it appears that the only
interpreters! company which did actuelly rise against the Nazis was his
own, in Bavaria., This Bavarian company was the nucleus of the revolt.
It contained not only genuine linguists but the toughest fighters in
GELINGROSS!'s movement, who had no linguistic achievements to their credit
whatsoever.,

One of its activities was connected with the big prisoner of war
camp at MOSSBURG. GERNGROSS was able to have & number of his men
assigned to interrogation of Allicd prisoncrs of war in the camp, and
thus to establish close and permanent contact with British, American and
French officers, a considerablc number of whom were helped to escape
from the camp, were hidden by GERNGROSS's groups, and were eventually
passed through the German lines to the Allicd side of the front with
messages for the Allied authorities., The PUD interrogator himself et
in MUNICH one of the American officers who had done this and who had
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returned with the Seventh Army when it took the city.

As the military situation of Germany began to deterioragte
contacts werc established with the foreign workcrs in MUNICH, particularly
the French, and arms, including machine guns and morters as well as rifles,
were distributed to them and to the Germen factory workers. Considerable
stores of arms had becn acquired through the agency of members of the
movement who were doctors abt the big German military hospitals,

On the afternoon of 27 April the codeword for the operation —
Fasanenjagd (Pheasant hunt)-was given to begin the revolt at nightfall.
A reconnaissancc had revealed that only onec battalion of SS was actually
in MUNICH at 5 o'clock that afternoon. Instructions were given to the
factory workers,and carried out to the letter, to block all roads
leading into MUNICH by which S8 reinforccments could be brought up
and also to the railwaymen to stop all trains coming into MUNICH with
SS reinforcemcnts,

Storm-troops of the FAB (Freiheitsaktion Bayern), acting
simultaneously in many parts of the city, seized and killed all the
Ortsgruppenleiter., A strong body seized the Rathaus and made a
prisoner of WEBER, the president of the municipal government and one
of the most corrupt and fraudulent of the Nazi Bonzen. He was
subsequently liquidated., The headquarters of Gauleiter GIESLER were
seized, but unfortunately GIESLER himself was not there. General

X von WESTPHAL, the Commander in Chief of the Vichrmacht in the area, was
imprisoned with his staff by the expedient of blowing up all the exits
of the deep bunker in which he had made his headquarters. He was
imprisoned there for two days, managing to clear a way out only an hour
or so before the arrival of the American troops. Another group
proceeded to STARNDERG, the Wehrmacht headquarters outside MUNICH, only
to finc that it was largoly deserted.. All comiunications, however,

“were severed by this party.

2 ‘lMeanwhile o battalion of the 17th Pz Div. under Major BRAUN, who
had joined the revolt, had captured the main IMUNICH radio transmittcrs .
XX at ERDING, while another party was already operating the smell municipal
radio transmitter, putting out instructions to the Wehrmacht and
foreign workers to risc against the Nazis,

On the night of the 27th all the key points in MUNICH, including
the offices of the Voelkischer Beobachter and the police headquarters,
were in the hands of the FiB. Unfortunately, unknown to GERNGROSS and
purely by chance, a strong force of SS had been brought into MUNICH in’
the interval between GERNGROSS!'s last reconnaissance and the blocking
of the roads and railways., This force immediately brought up heavy
weapons against the FiB in their strong points in the city and there
was heavy fighting throughout the night,

GERNGROSS himself, as soon as he had set the revolt in motion,
had motored to General Ritter wvon EPP's house, near STARNBERG., Von EPP
was told that he was, by virtue of action taken against GIESLER and
General von WESTPHAL, the senior officer in the MUNICH area and he was
invited to join the revolt., He refused, and was taken to Major BRAUN's
headquarters, Major BRAUN, however, allowed von EPP to leave unescorted
on an undertaking that he would go to the American lines, In fact,
von EPP returned to the SS headquartecrs.

The interrogator met a large number of the young men of the
movement at this headquarters. They stated that although they had been
unable to hold the key places they had seized until the arrivel of
American troops, they had, during Friday night and Saturday, 27-28 April,
fully engaged the SS forces in the MUNICH area. Thereby, they claimed
they had made it impossible for them to offer resistance to the American
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Seventh Army, which entered the city on 29 April virtuelly without a
shot being fired. The FAB suffered heavy casuzlties in this fighting,
and in the subsequent man-hunt many of its members were rougded up

and hanged or shot. Nevertheless, all felt that the revolt had been
worth while, not only in its practical ¢ffect in rendering the defense
of MUNICH by the SS impossible, but in showing the world that there

were some Germans who were willing to risk their lives in stiiking a
blow against the Nazls when, thcy asserted, there was some slight chance
of success.,

The FiB is extremely anxious to play an effective role in
sebting the administration of MUNICH and Bavaria on its feet again.,
It claims to have no particular political complexion but most of its

conviction, cven though they not only worked with the few surviving
social democrats of MUNICH, but also had close contact with the
Communist underground novement, However, according to GERNGROSS, when.
the rising came the Communists took no part in it, a subject on which
he displays considerable bitterncss.

THE VICTIMS SPELK : THE CHILDRIN OF ﬁUCHENUALD

There are some 700 children still in Buchenwald, ranging from
the age of 3 upwards,. For the nost part these children belonged to
Jewish families imprisoncd by the Nezis. Many of them have becn in
concentration camps since 1939, most of thoem are without parents and
some have seen thelr parents killced before their eyes, During their
years in eoncentration camps they have rcceived no schooling, have
read no childrents Looks, have seen no .»vics, have enjoyed none of the
nornal sport or children.

Their bodies have becorie accustomed to a subsistence diet of
300 grams of bread and a litre of soup each day. In travelling, some
of thcem have gone 6 to 7 days without receiving food, eating grass in
the swuscr and snow in the winter. Those who lagged behind or fell by
the wayside were shot. Althouch most of them are rachitic or tubercilar
or anaeiiic, there is something tough about their moral and ecmotional
fibre and in a genuine sensc many of them at the age of 10 or 14 are
battle veterans., The things they are aware of, the things that were
impressed in their menories and in their prescnt consciousness, are
not the ways of childhood but the ways of war ¢ onc has seen a woman
give birth to a child in a box—car and blecd to death shortly afterwards;
another has slept all night on a pile of dead bodies; & third has scen
his elders biting each othcr's throats in the madness of starvatione.

The emotional structure of these children resembles that of
soldiers who have seccn violcnce, suffering and death on a large scale
and in a variety of forms. Some of this emerges in their responses to
the question as to what should be done with the Gefmans @

14 year old & "30% of the German people should be burned
i as ry mother was burned. Children should be
torn away from their parents". (This child
could not say just how the 30% should be
chosen) .

16 year old ¢ "Aill Germans are to be put in concentration
camps. Farmers cry thcy don't believe the
things that took place theres They should
2o in and see what it is like for
themselves."
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16 year old : "50% of the Germans should be burned, the way
my mother was burncd. 50% should be sent to
concentration camps',’ g

17 year old : "The Germans should 211 be sent to a field

le to dig a big pit and then they
should all be shot as my mother was shot',
To the interrogator's question, "Should ull
Gerimans be killed ?" this boy replied, "L,0%

should be killed". "How would they be selected",he

was asked?" "They should be lined up and
trected the way the Jews were treated, one
group to be killed, another to go for
Falior, ete, !

These casual dealings with odd percentaces like 30% and 40%,
these distinctions between farmers and others, are not typical of the
mentel operations of 14~16 yeer old children. This ability to make

distinctions is noticezble even in their gencral hotred of the Germans.
They say that many of the older Germans civilians were decent and did
not treat them badly. German children, nowvvcr, stoned thci and spit
at thea. The S5 Totenkopl werc the worst of all,

On the subjecct of their post-—war future, EOO, these children
display a reflective outlook. ‘Hc Polish group, for example, definitely
do not want to return to Poland. 4in inmate of the camp, acting as
overseer of the chdercn, told the interrogator that the children
really did not know what they wanted and thet they would be quite happy
in Poland. He was overheard, however, and when hc had dcva:*cg the
children hastily assured the interrog “ﬁfr most emphatically that they
did not want to go back to Poliand. 1huTv is general fear &mong then
that anti-semitism has not yet been finally stampod out in Poland, One
child added that since all their rclatiics in Poland werc dead, why
should they go back ?  HMany of them said that they wanted to start
new life, if possible in dimerica.

To these children, Awmerica is the golden symbol of the good
life., Their answers to the question why they wanted to go to Amarica
indicate that thesec¢ children have absorbed the stories about America
that have beecn current for decades among the oppressed pcOplLb of
Burope. One said that it was "a good land® where "you would not get

gaten by the Nazis"; another 14 year old said that all nations were
equal in um;rlca and each person can live as he wants; a 16 year old
said that Americe is a "cultural land" and "you can work at what you
want"; a 17 year old sald that in America one can "have a good job
and can study and work for one's country!.

NOTES ON INFORMATION IEDIA

The Previous Condition of Mental Scrvitude

1

A young woman in OCHSENFURT, discussing the books she has read
in recent yecars, ventured the opinion that all Nazi books should be
burned, except novels and hiSDOLLCo — because she considers that these
were neutral. This young lady belongs to that same large family of
German minds as the AACHEN school tQMCuu' who, when skcu whether the
Nazis had interfered in any way with the school systen replied 3

"Oh no ! There was absolute freedom of teaching but,
of coursec, all the text books were changed."

here are so many arees of ignorance, by which is meant sheer ignorance
of historical and political facts, that one finds amon; the German
people a widespread ignorance of btheir own field of iznorance.,
ECRET
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In a2 number of towns, interrogators have found that people
e mainly concerned to receive infermation about local and family
natters, One man indicated that the nost urgent need of the scomuunity
was for a Classified Ad section in the town's ncwspaper. He wants to
know which of the local people has married, which has died, etc. Hc is
also intercsted to get information about his sons. A4lthough it is not
widespread, there is also some interest in public matters. Several
people arec anxious to be inforied about #Allied plans for the occupation
of Germany. The owner of a beauty shop in WERZBURG reported that the
housewives among her clientele are most concerncd about the future of
the Mark, whether it will be devaluated or keep its old purchasing
power. Concerning Allied ncwspapers which they have recently been
recciving - Die Mitbeilungen and Frankfurtcr Pressc — the larger number
of interrogees fclt that, in couparison to their old paper, it lacked
chiefly local ncws about markets, the weather, and femily items, but
several conccded : Wie!ll get used to the new names end if they reach
us in sufficient numbcrs, we won't need a local paper®.

ar
ris

4 number of pcople were lanterrogated, prior to the capitulation,
to determine their prcfcrences as betwecn Allied and German broadcasts,
\ Few prefercnces were expressced, and few Germans considered them as
mtually exclusive, /L1l wanted to listen to Allicd radio, bub nost
wanted to hear the German radio as well. An interesting variety of
reasons for the latter was presenbed : one young widow said she would
dike to listen simply out of curiosity; a young boy thought that the
Wehrmacht communique had some truth in it, and wanted to listen to it
(& reason now obsoletec as there is no longer a Wehrmacht communique);
another young lady prefers the musical entertainment on the German radio
to that presented by Radio Luxembour;. Onc interrogee simply said that
he would like to listen to German radio for no particular reason at all,

The Condition of Information licdia

Personnel: 'Iwo new developments, curiously enough both within
the confincs of prison walls, hold out some promise that the supply of
suitable personnel may increase in the near future., One was the
beginning of a German language newspaper under isllied supervision, by
German Ps/il in an Allied cage at COMPIEGNE. Thc other was the formation
of an "International Press Section" by the inmates of Buchenwald camp,
with the task of issuing daeily news bulletbtins in the various languages of
the inmates and of handling publicity about the camp for visiting
Journalists. It is intended that this organization become a permanent
union of all journalists who were confined at Buchenwald and any others
who wish to join. Its primary purpose 1s to convey the lessons of
Buchenwald to the world, Froa such groups .of professional Journalists
as thosc assembled at Buchenwald and at COMPIEGNE, may come sone
oubtstanding personnel for the future,direction of a free German press.

Equipmenb: 4s to equipient, the situation varies considerably
from town to town in direct proportion to the amount of physical
destruction by Allied bombing and ground action. In FRANKFURT the
premises of the following press targets were found to be mainly or totally
destroyed : 5

Landesverband Rhein-lMain in Reichsverband der deutschen
Pressc, Grosse Gallusstr, 16

Verlag der DAF, Rossmarkt 12

sugust Scherl, Frankfurt branch, Eschenheimer Tor 1

Rhein-lMainische Zeitunz, Grosse Gallusstr. 21

Steuerverlay Schacfer, Liebigstr. 7

Moritz Diesterweg, Kl, Hirschgravben 12-14

Edropapress,” Ulmenstr, 27.
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4 similar amount of fairly widespread destruction was found with
regard to theater and cincma targets., "A fire at the film warchouse atb
Idgucl Allee had destroyed many of the films on short subjccts but a
considerable nwaber of prints and records have been salvagel, both
from the warchouse and the Filmvertricb offices of the COApany.

Ian LEIPZIG the situation was considerably more fortunate, Until
American troops entered the city on 18 April two daily papers were being
printed. Since this date they have been closed down, in compliance
with the orders of the local 1M.G., but in both plunts the machinery is
in execellent working condition.

The two papers represent the two main types of newspaper
functioning in Germany prior to the surrender. The Leipziger Neuste
Nachrichten was an old privately owned conscrv btive poper which has been
printed since 1692 and was widely read in pre-Nazi Germany. Its present
"owner" still holds 49% of the controlling stocks but the majority 51%
has been taken over by WIER.!, a holding company for newspapers which
the Nezis used to obtain a controlling interest in any paper which they
deemed it inexpedient to take over outright. The Neue Leipziger Tages—
zeitung, on Lu\, other hand, was owned by the Nazi Party and was the
OLllClﬂl Nazi paper for LEIPZIG. From tae point of view of legal

simplicity thurCfOTu, the Nezi-owned Tajzcszeibung can be taken over

without mmch ado. This is fortunate, in as much as its plant is in
psrfect condition, and has not wcen touched by air raids. In addition
to a rotary press and linotype machines it has all the necessary office
facilities, and alsgo has two indepencdent sources of electric power.

The plant of the Na PQLEAhten has been bombed on scveral occasions but
one section of the plant is still 1nt et and contains all the machinery
necessary for the production of the paper (including also a large

rotary wreus). Both papcrs were turning outb approximetely 150,000 copies
daily, and the two 1 Otul\ prcs 5€8 can pllnb this nuuber of copics in
about 33 hours, not including the bime required for setting the type..

here is a sufficient oufily 0¢ paper in LMIBQLG to print a 4—-page daily
newspaper for at least 4 months. The source of paper supply for both
newspapers was the factory at AMENDORF near HALLE.

The majority of the technical personnel of both newspapers is
still in LETPZIG, waiting for the order to return to work., The editors
of both papecrs, however, have lcft town but for recasons that differ
greatly in scveral cascs. Dr DREXIER, editor of the Nachrichten was
arrested by the Nazis in January of this year for certain remarks
concerning the ineffectivencss of secret weapons and for predictions
that the war would cnd within a year (with the clear inhlication that
Germany would lose). Dr KOCH, editor of the offL01al Nazi Tag ucltun
also left LEIPZIG, bub under different conditions. & devotcd Na
KOCH was a Sturmfuchrer in the SA. It is not known whether he lbit
uncer orders or by his own volition, bubt in any case neighbors report
that he left LEIPZIG on his bicyclc on 22 April with the intention of
going to DRESDEN., He has not been seen since.

The Gicsscner Angzeiger, founded in 1750, was until 1933 the
main paper in G :bSuw. For over 100 years, until its suppression in
1943, it was owncd by the BRUELL and LiNGE families and printed at the
Bruehl'sche Universitactsdruckerei  (which was bombed out in December
1944),. There are two other papers in GIESSEN. The Giessener Zeltung
vas privately owned by Herr KLEIN of the Klein!sche Druckerei until
it went out of business in 1936, at which time another paper of the
same name was started by the Party as the local Party organ for GIESSEN
and FRANKFURT. Both KLEIN and LaNGE participated in this local Party
paper, as printecr and editor respectively, but they claim of course
that they did this only under compulsion, M.G, is anxious to start a
paper in the town and since paper stocks and printing facilities are
adequate to produce a l2-shcet weekly newspaper for 8/10 months, both
of thesc gentlemen are now secking a job., The other paper,
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sche Tageszcituns, was tlie official Nazi Perty paper for GIESSEN
rinted in FRANKFURT under the cditorship of Pg. GANZERT.

In the salt minc at GRASLEBEN, target investigators found a
vica ltn of nmaterial other thon salt., This minc was an official storing
place for the arca, Both the owner of thec mine and the chicf
supcrvisor arc now in 4Allicd custody. Although no complete inventory
of the storcs has yet been made, the following catesories of material
are likely to bc of considerable valuc for the control of German
information scrvices

RRG - TECHNIK - radio equipment and material

OSTLANDSENLUER i i i
TECHNISCHE DETRIEBSSTELLE TB" i
I:ICHTL CbRLET”L“L LGB il :

Material of the PROPLGANDA KOLPANIEN
REICHSFITIIRCIITV
REICHSSCH.LLL /RCHIV

There are not only meterials of great intrinsic valuc for fila production
such as the 2-4,000 castings made of silver or copper, but also valuable
archives such as the Reichsfilmarchiv which .contains an apparently
corplete index of all films, Germen or foreisn, cver held by the agents
with catalogue nuanbers running as high as lG,OOU.

Reactions to allied Instructions

It has not been possible to determine conclusively reactions of
Germen farimers to the "Grow Foogh campaisn conducted by S.H.A.E.F. A
check on the activities of farmere in tihe 3 U. S.irmy arca, however, has
produced some evidence that they arc reducing their oubtput this year to
a level which will satisfy their own nc.ds and little morc. The
reasons for this are comparatively simple : the slave labor is going,
or clrcady gone, and the pressurc of the German Food Idnistry no loqger
exists, Investigators suggest that some means should be discovered to
compel. German fermers to cultivate crops which will cover the needs of
city dwellers as well as thoir own.

S.H.a.E.F. instructions to displaced persons are widely known,

Various suggestions for improvement heve been made by some of the
libcrated displaced persons, For example, one D/P rcmarks that the
present LIouFHOHJA instructions dwell exclusively on the negative side
by listing a series of "Don!ts" and sugecsts that it would be useful to

ave instruction pooturs concerning positive directions on what to do;
for examplc, to Luu food (i.¢. contact the Buergermeister or M. G.0).
French and Belzian D/Ps are particularly concerned to get information
about canalbjonc in their own towns. Many of them have becn away so
long that they know nothinz at all about the situation in their home
communitics, or even gencral things like the price of wine, the
possibilitics of ewmployment, the plwns for reconstruction, etec. Other
interrogators report that the Polish D/Ps "are among the most puzzled
groups in the camps®. Many would prefer to reiain in Germany or Vestern
Burope rather then return to a Poland whose lOlltLCul status is completely
uncertein, Readers of the Polish section of "S.H.4.E.F" would like to
know what is beins don;, and wiat they thu:ﬁwlvcs must do, ebout their
political future. 4 large number of these Polish D/r appeared to favor
the Polish Governaent in LONDON over tAL LUBLIN Government. It is not
clear whether this is an attceapt to gain favor with the licstern Allies;
whether it is gencrated by the Iazi—ina;lruo rumor thet the estern Allies
have decided to go to wer against the U.5.5.R. soon after the capituletion
of Germany; or whether it reprcsents a _enuine fear or dislike or
distrust of Soviet policies in Polend.

Radio Luxembourg is ver; welle~known indecd and most people
interrozated have listened to it whencver they had cither the receiving
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sets or clectrical powcr avelilable. A large proportion of those
interrogated have 2lso listened to the BBC and several volunteered the
information thet they very much liked Soldatenscnder Test, although
Jamming frequently ints rivxcu and made llutCDlum to this st®ation a
strain rather than a pleasure

BROADCASTS OF OUR RUSSILN LLLIES TO LND ABOUT GERMANY

o

Qutput in all languages until the 9th of May — when the news of
the unconditional surrcnder of the German irimed forces was first released
by Radio loscow — was largely dorminstcd by the capture of Berlin, Al-
though Allicd unity continued to be utfcuucg, the emphasis was on the
triumph of Soviet arms and its value to mankind, The general outlines
of Russian policy to the Germans were clarified aad repeated,

TIE SOVIETS ADDRESS THE GERLLNS

The main points of Soviet output to the Germans heve been:

a. The irredecmablec guilt of Party and econoiric leaders.

bsy The resnons lD¢lLL"Of the German people.

c. The Geraen people!s echance of a new life on condition
that they rccognize their guilt, and willingly under—
take to repeir war damage in otn ricountriess,

4 P

Lmongst the nucrous itens bringing out thesc points, a comuentary
broadcast over S.E.S5. in Germen on the 7th of May is typical:

", .¢The Hitler rate are abandoning the sinking ship. They
want the German people to pay for all their crimese,  The
Nazis drummed it into their people that the Red Army was

bent on exterminating all Germans, But the German people

can sec for itself that the Red Army brings peace and justice.
No one ever intended to wipe out the German peoples This
would stand in the .most flegrant contrast to the idgals for
which &ll pcacu~lovin” nations are fighting, Naturally the
German people is responsiblc for the war and the destruction
wrought by the Germen Armed forces, But no one will deny

the German peonle the right to live if it is prepared to
expiste its guilt. They have to make a resolute break with
the udut and prove thelr goodwill by obeying the instrue—
tions of the High Commend of the Red Aruy and the Allicse

The Soviet Union and the other United Nations will sec to

the destruction of Fascism and the punishment of war criminals,
If the German people nakes good ite debt by honest reparation,
it will open up for itself the road to a new life,"

BERLIN UNDIR SQVIET OCCU- . TION

Press and radlo hove given meny itcms on conditions in Berlin
and its rapid return to life, The "Prevdal correspondent in Berlin re-
ported that the population had been groatly caliied by Soviet leaflets
and proclanstions thot the entire Geran people would neither be des—
troycd nor enslaved, Accordias to Berlin's idlitery comaandent, there
ar ut present about 2 million inhabitents in the city but the nuaber
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is increasing daily, ‘The Berliners are returning from the surrounding
villages and woods, The normal life of the town is gradually being re—
establisheds Soviet troops re—sterted the Klingenberg powier station
and repaircd scveral waterworks, Whore therc is no water supply, Sovict
cars bring water and distribute it.  The brcad, meat and vegetable
rations arc said to be considcrably larger today then under Hitler,
Soviebt militsry authoritics have opened tnc large cold storage houses
on the Spree, the contents of which, meat, butter and prescrves, had
been kept for the Nazi leaders. DMNow these stores are being sent to the
shops for the population, The Soviet military cuthorities are supplying
coal for the power stetions, restoring the water suwply, the sewage sys—
ten and commerceial life, The Ringbahan is running agains District com-
menders have startcd appointing German burgomasters. The Commendant of
the Fricdrichsberg District, Lt Col. Kuznetsov has appointed a non—
Party man, e former lawyer by name of Paul Leike as the District burgo-
master. Pcople come to hin with verious problems, Some offer to work,
others offcr information on. the wherecbouts of military stores, The
Cormendant of Derlin has issucd an order thet every member of the Gesbtapo,
thc S.54 and 8,4, and all subsidiery organizations, must report to the
istrict Corwiandents in persons, All porby organizetions are dissolvecs

The Russiens, too, are aware of threats to the non-fraternization
policys In & "Pravda" article on the 7oh of ley, Leonid Leonov (sce

00

Summary #32) writing on "The Russians in Berlin" said:

"Our patrols now sbriue through Berlin and German ladies gaze

in their eycs invitingly, ready to begin payment of treparations!
abt once, It won't workiji™"

And he coantinucs

#The Soviet men are for less interestcd in then tnan they are
in the job of making & thorough search of Berlin's attics,
cellars and tube tunnels for Verewolves — that sceret weapon
of Germanyl!s afterdeathe..se Never since its foundations has
Berlin scen sucn an influx of tourists | 41l together, the
Russians, Awericans and British will convince thunsclvbs of
the many centuries foulness of this town, which has been
uffered for too long and guite unnecesserily by the world,"

VAR CRINMINGIS: DARHE allD DITTILR

"

It may be significent that "Free Germany" should be used to de-
‘nounce as war cricinals leading personalities of the Hitler regimes On
the 7l of May, Cal. Luitpold He 1(lk gave a talk on the evils of lialther
Darre!s recial theorics. He speaks of Darre as onc of the urcatbut Nazi
scoundrels captured by the Allics ’n the west. arguing that beccause
Hitler dropped him as minister a few ycars ago, S.S5. General Darre thinks
he might plead extenuating circumstancces when his case comes up for tria
But, seys Col. Heidle, Derrec is one of those most responsible for this war
and, apart from Hitlcr, one of the leading representatives of the Nezi
Race Theory. His book Neucdel auf Blut und Boden (The New Aristocracy
on Blood and Soil) ﬁlavzg‘ﬁ decieive part in spreading racial hatred,
Subscquently he was responsible for the racial policy of the S.S., as head
of the 8.5, office for Racial cad Scttlencnt problems, Tith the rank of
Recichsleiter, he was able to go chead with his "Ostlanc" policy. Uhat
Darre demanded and ruthlessly carricd out meant the extermination, of whole
races — it meant Oswiccin, Buchenwald “nu gll other places of gruesome
butchery, Darre is the rototype of the Nazi criminels,

On 8 liay, Dre Guenther Schweitzer, spcaking of the guilt of
General Dittmar, refers to him as "Gocbbel!s disciple in Generalls uni-
form," There can be no doubt that Dittmar is a wer criminal, Schweitzer
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asserts, He is mistaken if he believes he can give hinself up as a
prisoncr of war and be donc with it. He scems to think people will
take hin for a heriless and decent iman becausc he only stood at the
microphone and did not stain his hands with blood —~ not éirecbly, any-—
way. This is a great mistakes The wire pullers and inciters in the
background are the most dangerous war criidinels — and Dittmer is onc of
the worst of thecm, His crime ageinst the world and the German people
was thet he continuously incited rnd roused the German people to fight
and to die for Hitlers His slogan to hold out and persevere was a call
to murder and suicide, The vaguencss of the charges ageinst Dittmar,
as compared with those against Darre, is particularly intercsting in
view of reports by Allicd dnterrogetors that Dittmar considers himsclf

art of that group in the Officcrs Corps with certein pro-Soviet
syimpathics,
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nlN LTROCITIES

A

RECOLRTS ON GELL

C

A series of broadeasts, devoted to reports of the Extraordinary

State Commission on atrocitics committcd by the Germans in the concentrae
tion camp at Oswicein, has becn inditiated by the S.E.S5. as well as the
. S.HeS. According to the first two brozdcasts in this series, five million

people of various nationalitics were exterminated in this camp. Those
uneble to work were killed on arrival, others when they became too weak
to worke Thousands of prominent scientists, 'artists, and men of culture
were executed in the Oswiccin death factory organized by Hirmulers

INSTRUCTIONS TO SOVIET CITIZENS IN GERMANY

In co~operation with P.7.D., S.H.i.EF.; Colonel~General Golikov
has relecsed the tuxbt for @ proclametion to Soviet citizens in Gernany,
signed by Major-General Dragun, for usc by B.B.C., 4.B.5.1.E. and Radio
Luxenbourg. In addition to routine instructions as covered in similar
SeHei BJF. appeals to other foreign nationals in Germany, General Dragun
tells the Russians to organizc themselves in camps under a senior member;
to liprove living conditions by organizing supplics, feceding and clothing
of the ncedy from local sources in co—ordination with the Allied authori-
tics; to rcmove ell wire fences surrounding Russien communities; and not
to submit to Geruoan administration. The appecl cnds with a proaisce cnsur
ing speedy rcturn home of all Sovict citizens,
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