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The following Report, which is for information only
and is not to be quoted in sny non-Secret document, represents the
views of a single observer stationed in Paris and should be read
in that light, :

1, Attitude to Allies

The taking of Strasbourg and other French military successes of
the week have done much'to restore self-respect amongst Frenchmen,
both military and civil, and have confirmed the recognition of
France as one of the Powers, In consequence there has been less
eriticism of the Allies and more interest in the war: less
_grumbling about lack of arms, and more interest in the work being
done by the armies, People who a week ago were indifferent or
despondent about the war are now full of optimism; and there is a
tendency to expect a repetition of the break-through on the
Normandy front,. o ' T
No violent reaction to the Belgian crisis has been encountered, nor
any disapproval of the action of the British military authorities
there, Conversations endorse the newspapers!'! standpoint that any
similar action in France would be an infringement of sovereignty:
and would not be warranted even in face of an internal crisis,

The fear of Russia, much dominating bcurgeois circles, scems .to have
its counterpart in a fear, amongst the working clesses, that

America would intervene in the event of a popular uprising in
France, :

II Grievances

One of the main topies of the week, which has found its way into

the press, is the favourable treatment meted out to German‘prisoners.
In various conversations with people of differencc classes,

reference was made to their belief that German prisoners get three-
good meals a day and are supplied with such luxuries as cigarettes,
chocolate and even oranges. They naturally contrast such treatment
with that which French prisoners undergo in Germany. :

A tour of prison camps, to which members of the French press were
invited, has merely tended to confirm popular opinion, since the
reporters published lists of rations including, among other things,
milk, and generally gave the impression that under the Geneva
%%%gention a German prisoner is better off than a French workmen in
. Ce. o
Two interpretations of our lenient treatment have come to handj the
first that it is given as an inducemen’-tc surrender and merely
bears out the promises made in leaflets, etc.; the second, that it
is intended to ensure good treatment for American prisoners in
Germany.

There are signs of continued discontent with the effectéfof
liberation, The propaganda of the‘last three ycars led pecople to
believe, whether justifiably or not, that the coming of the Allies

F 4



P

SECRET
-2‘

would bring a general improvement to the standard of living, In
the words of a working class man, "On nous disait que c'etait les

- Boches qui prennaient tout, Maintenant qu'ils sont partis nous

avons moins qutavant,"

III Attitude to Germany

The presence of French troops on the Rhine has led to a reawakening
of interest in the fate of Germany, a subject which had lapsed during
the last two months, Widely divergent views are hsld, While there
is every indication of =& wiaoonvead popular demand for some form or
other of revenﬂe, those who sees the problém in its historical aspect
are more inbterested in retional solutions, The first attitude may
be typified in the words of a workman who said, "Il n'y a pas une
famille on France qui . ntalt des sicns soit prluonnlcrs soilt deportes
Si on (le Gouvernement ou les Alliees?) ne les venge pas le peuple
n'aura plus jamais confiance, Il faut detruire L'Allcmagne, sinon
ils nous tomberent dessus de nouveau Adt'ici vingt ans,® The other
point of view is morc complex, but was the subject of a long
discussion betwecen several very intclligent Frenchmen of the 5
professional classes; it may be sumsarized thus: Whabtever happens,
Germany will remain a highly disciplined and dynamic force, = Any
attempt to split this force would fail and would only increase the
internal resistance of the country and lead again to war, for which
Germany is already prcparing. If thc Western Europzan powers fail
to understand this and fail to give Germany a chance,she will
inevitably scek a military alliance with Russia, who would thus come
to dominate the whole, The uolution propoged lies in three parts:’
to deprive Germany of all industries required to prepare a war, .2
chemicals and armements; to colonise Germany with a view to creatlng
a new tradition of culture and education; and, at a later date, 1o
introduce Germany into a Western system of collective security.

With regard to the first conditiong a reliable source with good
contacts in official circles svates that the French are already
planning to transport German heavy industriss, together with their
cadres, to France, e, gs, the heavy industries on- the Leke of
Constance, The man who propounded the second condition has had many
personal contacts with returned French worikers and pripcrora, and he
holds that a great many of them actuzally liked working in Germany
even in wartime and will wish to return there after the ware (He
holds that this is the first time that there have been personal
contacts between Germans and Fronchmcn and that these contacts were
far from being unsuccessful, Already in 1940 the population of
France was amezed-at the correct and even courteous behaviour of the
German conguecrors, and though in- 1944 German atrocities caused a
profound shock to public cpinion, thesc were ' laid at the door of the
Nazi fanatics and their French collaborators, Even in the press a’
distinetion is made between the German people and the Nazi tyrants).
The arguments used to support the third condition are that a people
of eighty million, with great industrial and organizaticnal gifts
living in a relatively poor countvry, and-having many affinities with
their Anglo-Saxon neighbours to the West, cannot be denled a place ir
the sun, These speculative points of view find support amongst the
upper classes fearful of Russian penctration, They arc opposed by
those who argue that it is the German pcoplec as a whole who is and

‘will again be responsible for producing leaders to initiate further
Warse

IV Attitude to "Collaborationists®

«

1

here is persistent dissatinfaction with the handllnb, or mishandling
of the collauo:at onist problbd, wiich i1s one of the touchstones by
which the government's efficicncy i3 Jjudeed. *© Some among the poorer
classes are convinced that the main offenders, who had made enormous
profits during the odcupation, arc not being affocte ed, and that a few
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misguided "Miliciens' are hcing made the scapegoat, Even amongst
the upper classcs there is disgust ak the impunity with which
former friends of the Gerimans continue to eirculate noticeably in
the company of the Allied forces, It is intercsting to mote that
Renault's heirs have appealed ageinst the State confiscation of his
fortune and property on the grounds that his collaboration with the
Germans came as a result of a written petition signed by a large
percentage of his employees.

Ve Attitude to the Government

Representatives of many socisl classes have been heard to criticise
the CGovernment persistently for lack of firmness or for failing to
take various measures for which they had hoped. Thcse measures
range . from effective action against collaboration and against those
who made weartime profits to a siow of force sufficient to restore-’
order in the provinces. In the opinion of cne eminent Frenchman,
the extremes arc not incompatible; he belicves that the Government's
only hope of rsstoring the law and order essential to its survival
would lie in taking the hard measures demanded by the Left, whilst

at the same time displaying sufficient force throughout the country
province by province, to affirm its authority and reassure the

Right, Whilst Gen de Gaullet's personal prestige is still high and
his gpeeches universally adnirod, many of his associates are
criticised either for their past esctivities or for their incompetence
Thus, a French colonel made it clear that‘ Gen, Juin's breach of .
parole had not been forgotten in the army, whilst another intclligent
Frenchman belonging to the professional classes stated that there ¢
was not a man in the Government, including M., Pleven, the Minister,
who understood anything about finance,

VI. Communism in France

The ,disbanding of the Milice does not &ppear to have’'becn effeetive
ag a means to disarming the Communists, One source, whose fathexr
and uncle are both "cheminots", states that no arms have been or will
be surrendered.by the railwaymcn who constituted one of the most
powerful and highly organised clements of the Resistance, The
reliable sourcc alrcady quoted in Section III reports that an

armed attack (by the FTP) last week on a barracks at Avignon led to
several deaths amongst the garrison, The bourgeois are still highly
nervous of the Communist threat. One cynical attitude, that of a
lawyer formerly a member of the Resistance, is worth recording in

his own words: "Nous ne sommes,pas cncore tombes assez bas. J'attends
le retour de Thorez et la pagaille qui s'en suivra, Ca durers
qualque tcmps, Ensuite, Jj'espere que nous aurons une bonne dictaturc
militaire pour remetire de ltordre."

According to the sccond source mentioned abovc, the Communist Party
in Prance has ample funds, upwards of ten billlon francs: a large
part of thesc funds is thought to have been taken from Treasury
printing works,

Thorez remains the unknown‘quantity. One source, in closc contact
with de Gaullc's entouragc, says that the Gaullists themselves
believe that Thorez holds the casbing vote.

Two reliable sources (of the professional classes) said that the
Communists are making definite advances toward the peasants as in
Belgium, by playing on the differcncc betwecn the prices paid in the
country and those in the towns after produce has passed through

the hands of middlemen, They added that the pecasants, who in fact
made immense profits during the occupation, arc frighteéned by the
Government's veiled threats to invalidate such fortunes, and may
hope to escapec reprisals by supporting a new rcegime,
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Tt should be added that many ncrbers of the upper classcs, including
diplomatic officers, financicrs and industrialists, are said to be
preparing to mecet the possiblce advent of Communisn half way. The
words of a sourcc with high service and officiel conncctions and ‘a
good record in the Liberation, "lLa machine sa a' granbhe; celui qui
enayera de l'arreter cc fera-casscr les veins™ proupt an attitude of
procaution towards Communism, an attitude which is becoming more and
more apparent in influential circless

~4—

VII, Industry and Labour

The manager of a large metal warshouse expressed the following
opinions: ‘

The relationship between employer and ecuployee is deteriorating.
Employers arc unable to find the raw materials with which to provide
steady work, and the men, used to idling under the occupation, are
listless and discontented, What stocks of raw material and
implements there arc are scattered throughout the countryside, and
labour too is dispersed, many of the skilled men being still in
Germany or in parts of the country to which they retired. There 18
a growing fear amongst industrialists that French industry will not
be able to compcte with foreign entorprise, and that France will
simply become an agricultural marked, buying her manufactured
articles from abroad. On the other hend it is reported that the
equipment for thc F.F.I, will to a large cxtent be manufactured in
France, The French entertain littlc Lope of recovering the material
and machines levied by the Germans: they do however hope that
Germany will not be allowed to meke an economic recovery to the
detriment of French cconony. Lack of power is another case of
discontent and disagrecment, Tndustries dependent on the supply of
currcnt are forced to work by night rather than by day; and 25% over=
time has to be paid to workmen, Owners consider thics overtime pay
a dead losg; and many of them, uncertain as to whether thoy can work
at a profit, prefer not to work at allj this has the added  appeal o
not exhausting stocks of raw matcrial which is sound capital, but
can only be repieced at ever-incrcasing cost,

. 4
Friction in thce mines is rcported by another source, Thizg-da quc,
according to him, to hostility founded on changes introduced in 1940,

when owners took advantage of the German occupation to rescind some

of the mcasurcs taken by the Front populaire,

VIII., Town and Countryside:

The situation in France has been likened by one observer to the
Kercnsky pcriod in Russia, CGovernment support coming from the country
side and the Army, and opposition from the towns, In the opinion of
the same sourcc, the towns will vote Communist at the next clections
whilst the countryside will favour the Government, in spite of
Communist atbempts to win the poasants 5o their cause, There is sti
great dissaticfaction in Paris owing Lo hhe abundance of apples and
the lack of butter, which the Nermandie peasanbs awe @couged of
hoarding.

IX, Financc and ILconomy:

The liberation Loan is thought by many sources to be a failure, and
certainly does not satisfy the demand that profitecrs should be bled,
In the words of one working class man, "Pourquol emprunter de l'argen
a ceux qui 1l'ont vole?"  Another man, a profcssional, said that sine
the Loan aimed at attracting money put into circulation by the-
Germans, and most of which was in thc hands of profitéers, it was
essential to win the latters confidence and not, as M, Pleven had
done, to beg with one hand and threaten with the other,
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One of the professional class sources quoted in Section III who had
spoken to one of the counsellors of the Bank of France said that the
banks had subscribed fifty billions which would have %o _be covered
by the public, and that over and above this some thirty billions
had been raised, but there was little hope of more.,

If M. Pleven knew of more satisfactory measures by which to raise
the money, why did he not use them or why did he not follow the
measures taken in Belgium which had proved effective ?

X FFI and Army and Police

According to a French Colonel the work of integrating the FFI into
the army is pvogressing well, Light of a different kind is thrown
on the subject by a former nember of Resistance, a lawyer with wide
connections, who reported that, whilst all the better elements of
the F,F.I. had volunudrlly JOlﬂud the new army uhlto, all the
dissident ones had gone back to civilian life, where they intended -
to continue using the lawless nmcthods practised against the Germans,

The PGSS (direcction Generalc des Services Secrets) has absorbed the
BCRA, which now comes under Diethelm,

A relieblc report from the provinces to the effect that a former
member of the Gestapo is now Chief of Policc over a wide area,
indicates the statc of mistrust and uncertainty which prevalls in
many parts of the country, In Nimes there are said to have been
fifteen different police organisations, each claiming the power of
arrest. One of the leaders, claiming to be a captain in the FFI
and in fact an escaped "prisonnier de droit commun" perpetrated over
twenty assassinations before his own arrest,

ZI. Resistance

There has been a recent crisis in the MLN ending in the resignation
of d'Astier de la Vigorie, Pascal Copeau, and Morandat (Pierlot).

At a rocent meeting d'Aistier proposed that the MLN should amalgamate
with the FN, in ordur to present a united Resisbance front. There
is good evidence that Frenay and the centrc (Jean Picrre Levy)
opooscd this, on the r>':c'ound.) that such amalgamation would inevitably
bring the MLN uwnder Comnunlst control. dtAstier resigned from the
committee and was followed (it is thought to his regret) by Copeau
(Editor of Liberation) end Pierlot, d'Astier's personal prestige
is great in Resistance circles, and though he no longer controls the
policy of Liberation his influcnce and his critical attitude towards
the Govecrnnent ney have far-reaching effects,

There is further evidence of dissatisfaction and disagresment within
resistance circlcs, A recent report from the south confirms the
rcleasc from prison of former gestepo agents; and the giving of
official status to former collaborationists,. The rcaction to this
is that where the law will not teke action,resistance still can and
will; and furthoer lawlessness is foreuhadowed.

XJII. Rumours

There 1s no confirmation of tho arrest of the Comte de Paris, but °
his aide~de-camp was apnaﬂently arrcsied and subsequently rcleased.
According to a‘ scurce of high standing the Comte de Paris himself
peid a short and unsuccessful visit to Paris last week,
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