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(This report was prepared by FiD, SHAEF Interrogators)

PUE # 15, 28 December 1944e

| 1. Tn all this report covers the interrogation of 22 Ps/i captured between

| the dates of December 16th-19th; of these 15 were captured in the northern
sector of the offcnalve, 2 in the TIuxemburg Sector, and 5 in other sectors not

involved in the offensive. S : ; ;

2, Characteristics of the Ps/i, Unit:s 6 Ps/W belonged to the Kampfgruppe ©
Von der Heyde(Paratroopers, see first Consolidabted Report), 3 to the Ieibstan-
darte Adolf Hitler. 3 to the 272nd Volksgrenadier Div., 3 to tle 47%h Volksgre-
nadier Divs, 2 to the 326th Volksgrenadier Div, and one from each of the follow-
ing units: 277th Volksgrenadier Dive, 352nd Volksgrenadier Dive., 12th SS Panzer
Grenadier Div. (Hitler Jugend), 343rd Volksgrenadier Div., 17th Inf.Dive

Age and Background: fige Group 17-21 14 Ps/w o
, Zhan. . koo
| Boegl i g araog

20 of the Ps/ T were Reichsdeutsche, 1 fromﬁusti*ia, 1 from iuxémburg§ 7 of”-fbhe :
Ps/W have been members of the Tiehrmacht 6 months or less, 5 out of .the 22 Bs/W
were NCOse o -

3o General Tmpressions: -The members of the Parachute unit had. excellent
morsle in every respect. 'embers of the S8 vary between fand ics and . aversgge
soldiers, This giroup of SS men displayed a very low level of intelligences The
rest of the Ps/77 (largely from Volksgrenadier unitg)do not differ strikingly
from the Ps/77 encountered during the last few months. o

o

4o Tlestern Offensive:

a) Briefing and knowledge of offensive: 2 men, both members of Volksgre-
nadier Divisions, received sn official reading: at formation on December 16th
of von Bundstedt’s Special Orders I addition to thisy 9 Ps/W had some knowledge
. of an offensive which had been conveyed to them by their Company or Platoom COs.




1 P/ , capbured on December 16th, had Been infomed of a Special Order,
amnouncing the capture of Iidgé. 2 Ps/W, from two different Volksgrenadier
Divisions, stated that they had been informally told Hitler had guaranteed air
superiority over the battle area for a period of three monthse The briefing

for the offensive was given in the following general terms: "ir brechen durch
bis Parise" (e break right through to Paris.) Obersturmfushrer Preuss,lOth Cos,]
10th Regte, Teibstandarte Adolf Hitler ' 's "Wir muessen es schaffen und werden
es auch schaffen."(We must do it and we shall do ite)  "Zwischen 2 und 4 Uhr
heute nacht passiert was. Der grosse [Aigriff an der VWestfront faengt an.":
(Something is going to happen between 2 and 4 asme tonight. The big attack on
the Vestfront is imminent.)Company CO of the 5th Co,916th Regt.,352nd Volksgre—
nadier Dive _ "Diesmal hapen wir Tuftdeckung und genuegend frie. Es ist kein
Zweifel, dass wir die Englacnder und Amerikaner aus Frankreich und Belgien
raustreibens"(This time we have alr cover ad sufficient artillerye. There is

no doubs, we shall chase the English and mericans out of France and Belgiume)
Company CO lst Bn. 15th Pz.Regt. Teibstandarte Adolf Hitler.) "Die Offensive
War so geheim, dass man den Flugzeugfushrern nicht eimmal gesagt hat, wo sie
uns - absetzen sollen?" sarcastically.(The offensive was kept such a secret that
the pilots were not ewven told wheré to drop us.) Feldwebel Kampfgruppe Von der
' Hoydes ) fne paratrooper of the Von der Heyde Combat Team states: "Es wurde uns
in der letzten Minute noch gesagt, es ist ein Usbungssprung vor de: Reichsmar—
sehall und nachher bekommen wir zlle Teihnachtsurlaub." (Ve were told the last

- minute that this was supposed to be a practice jump for the Reichsmarschall and
that afterwards we would all get Christmas leave.) - : :

Besides briefing there were many rumours going around smongst the men,
such ass: "Aachen soll das Weihnachtsgeschenk fuer den Fushrer sein."(Aachen is
to be the Christmas present for the Fuehrere.) M"ir werden Cherbourg und die’
anderen Haefen wieder erobern." (We shall recapture Cherbourg and the other
ports.) "Die imerikaner werden bis mm Fruehjshr in den Kanal geworfen werdene"
(Before spring the imericans will a1l be in the Channel.)

One men who had not received mny briefing states: "MfHr sind die ganze
Nacht vom 17. zim 12, hin-und hermarschiert, wussten garnicht, was es bedeutet
und was der Simn und Zweck war."(All night from the I7th to the 18th we had
been marching up and down, neither of us knew what it all meant and what ibs
purpose was.) Another one states: "Ich wusste nicht; ob wir angreifen oder da—
vonlaufena" (I didn't know whether we attacked or ran away.)

The 5 Ps/7 captured in the Imeren—Geilenkirchen Sector did not have any
direct knowledge of the offensive. However, two of then wexe told in the after-
noon of December 16th: "Haltet aus, die naechstex 12 Stunden werden entschei-
dend fuer unsere Kriegsfuehrung sein."(Hold out, the next 12 hours will be de~
cisive for us.)

~ b) Training: No evidence of any special training or manoeuvres for this of
offensive were reported by these Ps/ TSeveral Ps/W profess that they were' thrown
into battles with hardly any, or else very superficial, “training. Examples:
One 17 years old P/7 was inducted into the SS end of September, had absolute—
1y no training, but was immediastely sent to the front lines with the Ieib~
standarte Adolf Hitler. Another F/W, a paratrooper of the Von der Heyde Combat
Team, stated that he had been transferred to the paratroopers end of October
and that he had only received 8 days of training, without ever getting an
opportunity to jumpe. His first jump was the one in action. He further stated
that their objective was to cut off a crosswad which they had been shown pre—
viously on a map. After his landing he did not have the slightest idea of his,
whereaboutss "ieder kannte ich mich auf der Iandkévéaseuaysnoch wusste: ich, o
ich war. Ausserdem hatte man auch vergessen, uns Kompasse ‘zu geben.'{Neither ;
could I read the map nor did T know where I was, Also, they had forgotten to |
give us a compass.) Unteroffizier Johannes Koechling,Von der Heyde Combat Teame
A P/ who had been with ground persomnel of the Iuftwaffe since 1940, Was
transferred to the Engineers in /ugust 1944. The special training for ‘the en-
gineers lasted 31/2 weeks and agbout its efficiency the P/W."ar has the following to
sagy: "Es gab eine Stunde das und eine Stunde das, es ging hier herein und da
heraus«" (e were taught something else every houre It went in at one ear and
out at the other.) Obergefreiter Johannes Schneiderhan, 326th Volksgrenadier
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Dive) fnother P/i7 (Erich Teber, Crenadier, 326th Volksgrenadier Div.) states:
"Inser /ngriff auf Hoefen, der kurz nach 3 Thr morgens nach halbstuendiger
Feuervorbereitung losbrach; ist blutig liegengeblicbene Wir hatten wenig Er—
fahrung mit unseren automatischen affene Ich hzbe meine Masch:inenpistole vorher
nur zweimal auf dem Usbungsplatz asbgefeuert."(Our attack on Hoefen vhidch, after
half =n hour'!s preparation, had startel shortly after 3 o'clock,in the moming,
broke down complcoteliye e had little experience with our automatic Weapons. I
had fired my machine gun only twice before on the drill ground, )~ Obergefreiter
Rolf Fischer of the 277th Volksgrenadier Div. statess YSogar im Frontgobiet
mussten wir exerzieren. Tir mussben ardh alle Offiziers und Unteroffiziere
gruessen, 4 Schritte vorher; und 2 Schritte nachhers. Der Kompanie Chef ;LtsHafner,
Sogter 'Ich lasse jeden Unteroffizier bestrafen, der sich nicht gruessen laesste!
(Bven at the front we had to drill, Te had to salute all officers amd NCOs too,
4 steps before the salute end 2 stops aftars. The Company Commander saids!'T shall

have every NCO punished vwho docs not make the men saiute him')

¢) Teapons: Therc is greab enthusiasm amongst the members of the Volks—
grenadier Divisions gbout their weapons, cepecizlly aboub the quantity and qual—
ity of the new"hschinen Pistole 44%, Contrary to the Ps/li from the Volksgrena=
dier Divisions in the Duaren Scctor, who were still equippred with the "Karabi-
ner 98 K", those divisions that took part in the offensive seemed to have been
equipped with the semi -automatic rifle (Selbstladegewshr)s One B/iT of thre 5th
C0s,352nd Volksgrenadier Division stated that every squad in his compsny had
one machine gn. and evary man in ths company a "Maschinenpishbole" and a "Panzer-
faust". Every man had seen V-weapons being shot over the lines which they could
easily distinguish at night. One man also reports having seen an unidentified
shiny object go up straight into the air s but nobody knew what it wase

~ d) Food: Tt seems that there was a general lack of food among the units
mentioned in this report, Bxamples: "7ir haben 5 Tege nichts zu essen gehabt,
nur was die /merikaner zurueckgelassen habeno. Sie koennen sich daher denken,
vie die Kempfmoral war." (For 5 days we haven't had anything to eat except what
the /mericans had left behind. You will imagine what our fighting spirits were
like. ) Obergefreiter Rolf Fischer, 277+th Voikszremadicr Dive = "Seit Beginn
der Offensive hadben wir kaum etwas zu essen bexommen.'"(Since the offensive start-
ed we have hardly had anyvhing to cat.!) Gremadisr Paul Schneidex,12th Waffen
SS Div, Hitlse Jugend.-  "Ich weiss nicht, woran das gelzgen hat, aber die letz-
ten 5 Tage habten wir nishts als unsere eiserne Ration."(I donit know wiat was
wrong, but the last 5 days we had nothing but our iron ration,) Sturmmann Just
Klein, 15th Pz -Reghs Teibsiandarte 4dolf Hitler.— "Tir sind schiiesslich keine
Russen, die¢ Sagelang omie Frass kaempfen koanen."(ifter all, we are no Russians:
who can fight for days without any grub.) Foldwebel Alois Kijian, Combat Team
Yon der Heyde.—  "Tir bekamen Verpflegung fuer 3 Tage. am dritten Tag fing der
Angsiff an und wir hatten nichts mehr m essen."(We had been given food for
3 days. Than the attack started and we had nothing more to eat.) Grenadier
Siesrried Zeddel, Iribstancarte [dolf Hitler. [Inother intoresting incident,
although dnidng back 10 weeks, is reported by Grenadiecr Hoinrdich /Alimamn, 47th
Voiksgrenadier Division: "Als wir var YMerode lagen (vicinity of Dueren) hatten
wir 5 Tage lang nichts zu fressen. 45 Menn wom Pionier Zug von 60 Marhi-sind uebe:
gelaufen, Flugblaetler heber auch dazu geholfa. )ihen we were lyihg outside
Merode (vieinity of Dueren), we had nothing to eat for 5 days. 45 men oubt of 60
from the Plonecr Bn ran over to your linss, encouraged by your leaflets. ~Leaf-
lets with 6 points on American treatment of Ps/Te) : '

e) Fear of Capturc: There is no evidence that Ps/ kmew anything about
the shooting of imericzen Ps/'7 by Gemman tank crowss consequontly their atlitude
towards captivity did not difrfer from that of Ps/% capbured in previous months.
Qoergefroiter Rolf Fiscigr of tho 277th Voliksgrenadier Division states:"Ich habe
viele gespro i, dic ausgetauscht waron. Sie waren & le wuonend udber don Aus--
tausch, denn es ging ihnen allen gut in amcrikanischer Gofznganschafb vnd sie
waren aus der Schoisse rcaus.®(I have spoken %¢ mahy vino had been exchanged.They
were all furious sbout it as they had nosiaing o Worty gbout in fmerican capt—
ivity and had been giad to be out of tha wuck.): =

f) Cermans in US Uhiforms: 411 Ps/7 deniéd_ any 1;i‘10wledge of the use of
US uniforms by German troops, at least before captivity. Séme heard about it
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oness.) "Es hat einen erzicherischen Wert(the Volkssturm), denn das Gemeinschafts
Gefuehl wird gestaerkt."(The Volksstuym has an educational value .~ it furthers
group solidarity.)

7. Allied Occupation of Germa Territory: The majority of the Ps/W th
that the Germens under Allied occupation @io not fare badiy. :

8s Political Attitude: "Der gaze Staat wird nur noch mit Tug und Trug
zusammengehalten, "(The state machine is only kept together by falsehood and
deceits) "Hitlor ist gut, es sind die kleinen Ortsgruppenleiter, die es ver—
sawng die wollen kleine Hitler sein."(Hitler is 2llright, it's the district
leaders who mess up everything. Everyone of them likcs to be a little Hitler
himselfo,) "Ob Hitler oder Himmler die Macht hat, macht fuer uns keinen Unter-—
schiede Schliesslidh geéht es wm Deutschland, und balde wollen fuer Deutschland
das Bestes" (Thebther Hitler or Himmler has the power dossn!'t make any difference
to use After all, it's Germany that matters and both want to do the best they
can for Gema.nyb; "Der schwaxze Heinrich ist ungeheuer radikal, man weiss aber
eigentlich nicht viel von ihm, weil er bis zum 20,Juli nie in den Vordergrund
getreten ist."(The Black Henry is frightfully radical. However, one doesn't
really know very much sbout him as prior to July 20th he did not seem to be
much in the limslight,) "Wenn Greueltaten vorgekommen sind, so war das unter
den Militaers. Jebzt, wo ZFimmler dlc Sache ganz in der Hand hat, ist sowas
ganz ausgeschlossen, Nach dem Kriege werden die Schuldigen bestraft, besonders
im Falle eines deutschen Sieges wird der Fudirer darauf schen."(If there were
atrocities, they happened uncder the military. Now, that Hikmtoroidsinliohbrol,
this is quite out of the question. The guilty vill be punished after the war,
especially if bugmawmgiwins<idy the Fuchrer will sce to thate.) "Hitler ist das
Schicksal des deutschen Volkes, mit ilm fallen wir oder stehen wir."(Hitler's
fate is closely tied up with that of the German people; with him we die or live.
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